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1665 (continued). 

^ April 1st. Dining at Captain Cocke's, in Broad 
Streete, very meny. Among other tricks, there did 
come a blind fiddler to the door, and Sir G. Carteret 
did go to the door, and lead the blind fiddler by tl^ie 
hand in. With Sir G. Carteret, Sir W. Batten, and, 
Sir J. Minnes, to my Lord Treasurer, and there did lay 
open the expence for the six months past, and an estimate 
of the seven months to come, to November next; the 
first arising to above df 600,000, and the latter will, as we 
judge, come to above ,£^l,0(iO,000. But to see how my 
Lord Treasurer did bless himself, crying he would do 
no more than he could, nor give more money than he 
had, if the occasion and expence were never so great, 
which is but a bad story. 

3d. To a play at the Duke's, of my Lord Orrery's, 
called "Mustapha,"* which, being not good, made Better* 
ton's part and lanthe's but ordinary tod. All the plea- 

* Th^re was another tragedy of this name, by Fulk Greville, 
Lord Brook. 
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2 DIARY OF [5th April, 

sure of the play was, the King and my Lady Castle- 
maine were there ; and pretty witty Nell [Gwynne], at 
the King's house, and the younger Marshall sat next 
us; which pleased me mightily. 

5th. This day was kept publicly, by the King's com- 
mand, as a fast day against the Dutch war. To Wool- 
wich and Deptford, where did a very great deal of 
business, and then home, and there by promise find 
Creed, and he and my wife, and Mercer and I, by coach 
to take the ayre ; and where we had formerly been, at 
Hackney, did there eat some pullets we carried with 
us, and some things of the house ; and after a game or 
two at shuffle-board, home, and Creed lay with me ; 
but, being sleepy, he had no mind to talk about business, 
which indeed I intended, by inviting him to lie with 
me : so to bed, he and I to sleep, being the first time I 
huve been so much at my ease, and taken so much fresh 
ayre, these many weeks or months. 

6th. Attended the Duke of Albemarle about the busi- 
ness of money. I also went to Jervas's, my barber, for 
my periwigg that was mending there. Great talk of a 
new Comet : and it is certain do appear as bright as the 
late one at the best ; but I have not seen it myself. 

7tL Sir Philip Warwick did show me nakedly the 
King's condition for money for the Navy ; and he do 
assure me, unless the King can get some noblemen or 
rich money-gentlemen to lend him money, or to get 
the City to do it, it is impossible to find money : we 
having already, as he says, spent one year's share of the 
three-years' tax, which comes to d&2,500,000. 

8tL To the Old Exchange, and there, of my pretty 
seamstress, bought four bands. The French Embas-^ 
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sadors are come incognito before their train, which will, 
hereafter, be very pompous. It is thought they come 
to get our King to joyne with the Eang of France, in 
helping him against Flanders, and they to do the like 
to us against Holland. We have lain a good while with 
a good fleet at Harwich. The Dutch not said yet to be 
out. We, as high as we make our shew, I am sure, are 
unable to set out another'' small Fleet, if this should be 
worsted. Wherefore, God send us peace 1 I cry. 

9th. (Lord's day.) To church with my wife, in the 
morning, in her new light-coloured silk gown, which is, 
with her new point, very noble. In the afternoon, to Fen- 
church, the little church in the middle of Fenchurch 
Street, where a very few people, and few of any rank. 

10th. My Lord Brouncker took me and Sir Thomaa 
Harvy in his coach to the Park, which is very trouble* 
some with the dust ; and ne'er a great beauty there to- 
day but Mrs. Middleton. 

lltL At noon dined at the Sun, behind the 'Change, 
with Sir Edward Deering,* and his brother and Commis- 
sioner Pett, we having made a contract with Sir Edward 
this day about timber. 

12tL To a Committee of Tangier, where, contrary to 
all expectation, my Lord Ashly, being vexed with 
Povy's accounts, did propose it as necessary that Povy 
should be still continued Treasurer of Tangier till he 
had made up his accounts ; and with such arguments 
Bfi, I confess, I was not prepared to answer, but by 

^ Sir Edward Bering, of Surrenden Bering, Kent, which county 
he represented frequently in Parliament. He was the second 
Baronet of his family, and some time one of the Lords of the 
Treasury. He died in 1684. 

b2 



4 DIABY or [13th April, 

putting off of the discourse, and so, I think, brought it 
right again, but it troubled me. Sir G. Carteret, my 
Lord Brouncker, Sir Thomas Harvy, and myself, down 
to my Lord Treasurer's chamber to him and the Chan- 
cellor, and the Duke of Albemarle ; and there I did 
give them a large account of the charge of the Navy, 
and want of money. But strange to see how they hold 
up their hands, crying, " What shall we do ?" Says my 
Lord Treasurer, " Why, what means all this, Mr. 
Pepys ? This is all true, you say ; but what would you 
have me to do? I have given all I can for my life. 
Why will not people lend their money? Why will 
they not trust the King as well as Oliver? Why do 
our prizes come to nothing, that yielded so much here- 
tofore ?" And this was all we could get, and went away 
without other answer, which is one of the saddest 
things that, at such a time as this, with the greatest 
action on foot that ever was in England, nothing should 
be minded, but let things go on of themselves, [and] do 
as well as they can. So home, vexed, and going to my 
Lady Batten's, there found a great many women with 
her, in her chamber merry — ^my Lady Pen and her 
daughter, among others, where my Lady Pen flung me 
down upon the bed, and herself and others, one after 
another, upon me, and very merry we were. 

13tL To Sheriff Waterman's,* to dinner, all of us 
men of the office in town, and our wives, my Lady 
Carteret and daughters, and Ladies Batten, Pen, and 
my wife, &c. Very good cheer we had, and merry 
musique at and after dinner, and a fellow danced a jigg ; 

* George Waterman, Sheriff of London, afterwards knighted, 
and Lord Mayor, 1672. 
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but, when the company begun to dance, I come away, 
lest I should be taken out ; and God knows how my 
wife carried herself, but I left her to try her fortune. 

14th. Up, and betimes to Mr. Povy, being desirous 
to have an end of my trouble of mind touching my 
Tangier business, whether he hath any desire of accept- 
ing what my Lord Ashly offered, of his becoming 
Treasurer again ; and there I did, with a seeming most 
generous spirit, offer him to take it back again upon his 
own terms; but he did answer me, that he would not, above 
aU things in the world, at which I was for the present 
satisfied ; but, going away thence, and speaking with 
Creed, he puts me in doubt that the very nature of the 
thing wiU require that he be put in again ; aad did 
give me the reasons of the auditors, which, I confess, 
are so plain, that I know not how to withstand them. 
But he did give me most ingenious advice what to 
do in it, and anon, my Lord Barkeley and some of the 
Commissioners coming together, though not in a meeting, 
I did procure that they should order Povy's payment of 
his remain of accounts to me; which order, if it do 
pass, will put a good stop to the fastening of the thing 
upon me. Called my wife, and with her through the 
city, to MUe-End Greene, and eat some creame and 
cakes, and so back home. This morning, I was saluted 
with news that the fleetes, our's and the Dutch, were 
engaged, and that the guns were heard at Walthamstow 
to play all yesterday, and that Captain Teddiman's legs 
were shot off in the Royall Katherine. But, before 
night, I heard the contrary, both by letters of my own, 
and messengers thence, that they were all well of our 
side, and no enemy appears yet, and that the Royall 
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Katherine is come to the Fleets and likely to ptoye as 
good a ship as any the King hath^ of which I am heartily 
glad, both for Christopher Pett's sake^ and Captain 
Teddiman, that is in her. 

16tL (Lord's day.) I walked to the Rolls' Chapel, 
expecting to hear the great Stillingfleet* preach, but he 
did not; but a very sorry fellow, which vexed me. 
Captain Taylor, my old acquaintance at Westminster, 
supped with me, and a good understanding man he is, 
and a good schollar; and, amon£^ other things, a e^reat 

Charter to Worcester, of King Edgar's, wherein he 
stiles himself, Bex Marium Britannise, &c ; which is 
the great text that Mr. Selden and others do quote, but 
imperfectly and upon trust. But he hath the very 
originall, which, he says, he will show me. This night 
news is come of our taking three Dutch men-of-war, 
with the loss of one of our Captains. 

1 7th. To the Duke of Albemarle's, where he showed 
me Mr. Coventry's letters, how three Dutch privateers 
are taken, in one whereof Everson's son is captaine. 
But they have killed poor Captain Golding in The 
Diamond. Two of them, one of 32, and the other of 
20 odd guns, did stand stoutly up against her, which 
hath 46, and the Yarmouth, that hath 52 guns, and as 
many more men as they. So that they did more than 
we could expect, not yielding till many of their men 
were killed. And Everson, when he was brought be- 
fore the Duke of York, and was observed to be shot 
through the hat, answered, that he wished it had gone 

^ Edward Stillingfleet, the learned Diyine, consecrated Bishop 
of Worcester, in 1689. Ob. 1699. 
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througli his head^ rather than been taken. One thing 
more is written ; that two of our ships the other day 
appearing upon the coast of Holland^ they presently 
fired their beacons round the country to give them 
notice. And news is brought the Kingj that the 
Dutch Smyrna fleet is seen upon the back of Scotland ; 
and thereupon the Eang hath wrote to the Duke, that 
he do appoint a fleet to go to the Northward, to try to 
meet them coming home round: which God send! 
Thence to White Hall ; where the King, seeing me, did 
come to me, and, calling me by name, did discourse 
with me about the ships in the Kiver : and this is the 
first time that ever I knew the King did know me per- 
sonally ; so that hereafter I must not go thither, but 
with expectation to be questioned, and to be ready to 
give good answers. Thence with Creed, who come to 
dine with me, to the Old James, where we dined with 
Sir W. Rider and Cutler, and, by and by, being called 
by my wife, we all to a play, " The Ghosts,"* at the 
Duke's house, but a very simple play. This day was 
left at my house a very neat silver watch, by one 
Briggs, a scrivener and solicitor, which I was angry 
with my wife for receiving, or, at least, for opening the 
box wherein it was, and so far witnessing our receipt 
of it, as to give the messenger 58. for bringing it ; but 
it can't be helped, and I will endeavour to do the man a 
kindness, he being a friend of my uncle Wight's. 

18th. To Sir Philip Warwick, and with him to my 
Lord Treasurer, who signed. my commission for Tan- 
gier Treasurer, and the docquet of my Privy Scale, for 
the monies to be paid to me. 

^ A Comedy, by Mr. Holden. 
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19tL Up by five o'clock, and by water to White 
Hall ; and there took coach, and with Mr. Moore tg 
Chelsey : where, after all my fears what doubts and dif- 
ficulties my Lord Privy Scale would make at my 
Tangier Privy Scale, he did pass it at first readings 
without my speaking with him : and then called me in, 
and was very civil to me. I passed my time in contem- 
plating, before I was called in, the picture of my Lord's 
son's lady,* a most beautiful woman, and most like to 
Mrs. Butler, Thence very much joyed to Londoa 
back again, and found out Mr. Povy ; told him this, 
and then went and left my Privy Scale at my Lord 
Treasurer's J and so to the 'Change, and thence to 
Trinity-house ; where a great dinner of Captain Crisp, 
who is made an Elder Brother. And so, being very 
pleasant at dinner, away home. Creed with me, and 
there met Povy ; and we to Gresham College, where 
we saw some experiments upon a hen, a dog, and a cat, 
of the Florence poyson. The first it made for a time 
drunk, but it come to itself again quickly ; the second 
it made vomit mightily, but no other hurt The third 
I did not stay to see the effect of it. 

20thi This night I am told the first play is played in 
White Hall noon-hall, which is now turned to a house 
of playing. 

21st. This day we hear thut the Duke and the Fleet 
are sailed yesterday* Pray God go along with them, that 
they have good speed in the beginning of their work. 

22nd. My wife making great preparation to go to 
Court to Chapel to-morrow. 

23rd. (Lord's day.) Mr. Povy, according to pro-* 

^ See V. ii., p. 322. 
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mise, sent his coach betunes, and I carried my wife and 
her woman to White Hall chapel, and heard the famous 
young Stillingfleet, whom I knew at Cambridge, and 
he is now newly admitted one of the King's chaplains ; 
and was presented, they say, to my Lord Treasurer 
for St. Andrew's, Holbom, where he is now minister, 
with these words : that they, the Bishops of Canter- 
bury, London, and another, believed he is the ablest 
young man to preach the Gospel of any since the 
Apostles. He did make a most plain, honest, good, 
grave sennon, in the most unconcerned and easy yet 
substantial manner,, that ever I heard in my life, upon 
the words of Samuel to the people : " Fear the Lord in 
truth with all your heart, and remember the great 
things that he hath done for you ;" it being proper to 
this day, the day of the King's Coronation. After din- 
ner. Creed and we by coach took the ayre in the fields 
beyond St. Pancras, it raining now and then, which it 
seems is most welcome weather. After supper. Creed 
and I together to bed, in Mercer's bed ; and so to sleeps 
24th. To the Duke of Albemarle, where very busy. 
To my Lady Sandwich's to dinner, where my wife by 
agreement. My Lady told me, with the prettiest kind 
of doubtftillness, whether it would be fit for her with 
respect to Creed to do it, that is in the world, that 
Creed had broke his desire to her of being a servant to 
Mrs. Betty Pickering, and placed it upon encourage-* 
ment which he had from some discourse of her ladyship, 
commending of her virtues to him, which, poor lady, 
she meant most innocently. She did give him a cold 
answer, but not so severe as it ought to have been ; and, 
it seems, as the lady since to my Lady confesses^ he 
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had wrote a letter to her, which she answered slightly^ 
and was resolved to contemn any motion of his therein. 
My Lady takes the thing very ill, as it is fit she should ; 
but I advise her to stop all future occasions of the 
world's taking notice of his coming thither so often, as 
of late he hath done. But to think that he should have 
this devilish presumption to aim at a lady so near to 
my Lord is strange, both for his modesty and discre- 
tion. Thence to the Cocke-pitt, and there walked an 
hour with my Lord Duke of Albemarle alone in his 
garden, where he expressed in great words his opinion 
of me ; that I was the right hand of the Navy here, no- 
body but I taking any care of any thing therein; so 
that he should not know what could be done without 
me. At which I was, from him, not a little proud. So 
by coach with my wife and Mercer to the Park ; but 
the King being there, and I now-a-days being doubtfull 
of being seen in any pleasure, did part from the tour, 
and away out of the Park to Knightsbridge, and there 
eat and drank in the coach, and so home. 

25tL This afternoon, W. Pen, lately come from his 
father in the Fleete, did give me an account how the 
fleete did sail, about 103 in all, besides small catches, 
they being in sight of six or seven Dutch scouts, and 
sent ships in chase of them. 

26th. Away to White Hall, talking with Povy alone, 
about my opinion of Creed's indiscretion in looking 
after Mrs. Pickering, desiring him to make no more a 
sport of it, but to correct him, if he finds that he con- 
tinues to own any such thing. This I did by my Lady's 
desire, and do intend to pursue the stop of it. To my 
Lady Sandwich's, and with her talking again about 
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Creed's foUy ; but strange it is that he should dare to 
propose this business himself of Mrs. Pickering to my 
liady^ and to tell my Lady that he did it for her virtue 
8ake5 not minding her money^ for he could have a wife 
with more^ but^ for that^ he did intend to depend upon her 
Ladyship to get as much of her father and mother for 
her as she could. But I do very much fear that Mrs. 
Pickering's honour^ if the world comes to take notice of 
it, may be wronged by it. 

27tL Creed dined with me ; and, after dinner, walked 
in the garden, he telling me that my Lord Treasurer 
now begins to be scrupulous, and will know what be- 
comes of the <f*26,000 saved by my Lord Peterborough, 
before he parts with any more money, which puts us 
into new doubts, and me into a great fear, that all my 
cake will be doe* stiU. This night, William Hewer is 
returned from Harwich, where he hath been paying off 
some ships this fortnight, and went to sea a good way 
with the fleet, which was 96 in company then, men of 
war, besides some come in, and following them since, 
which makes now above 100 — ^whom God bless ! 

28th. Down the River, to visit the victualling-ships, 
where I find all out of order. And come home to din- 
ner, and then to write a letter to the Duke of Albe- 
marle about them, and carried it myself to the Council- 
chamber; and, when they rose, my Lord Chancellor, 
passing by, stroked me on the head, and told me that 
the Board had read my letter, and taken order for the 
punishing of the watermen for not appearing on board 
the ships. And so did the King afterwards, who do 
now know me so well, that he never sees me but he 
speaks to me about our Navy business. 

^ Dough. 



12 DIARY OF [29th April, 

29th. Troubled in my mind to hear that Sir W. Bat- 
ten and Sir J. Minnes do take notice that I am^ now-a- 
days much from the office, upon no office business ; but 
what troubles me more is, that I do omit to write, as 
I should do, to Mr. Coventry, which I must not do, 
though this night I minded it so little as to sleep in the 
middle of my letter to him, and committed forty blotts 
and blurrs, but of this I hope never more to be guilty. 

30th. I with great joy find myself to have gained, 
this month, above of 100 clear, and in the whole to be 
worth <f 1400. Thus I end this month in great content 
as to my estate and gettings : in much trouble as to the 
pains I have taken, and the rubs I expect to meet with, 
about the business of Tangier. The fleet, with about 
106 ships upon the coast of Holland, in sight of the 
Dutch, within the TexeL Great fears of the sicknesse 
here in the City, it being said that two or three houses 
are already shut up. God preserve us all ! 

May 1st. I met my Lord Brouncker, Sir Robert 
Murray, Dean Wilkins, and Mr. Hooke, going by coach 
to Colonel Blunt's * to dinner. So they stopped, and 
took me with them. Landed at the Tower-wharf, and 
thence by water to Greenwich; and there coaches met 
us : and to his house, a very stately site for situation 
and brave plantations ; and among others, a vine-yard, 
the first that ever I did see. No extraordinary dinner, 

^ At Wricldesmarsh, in the parish of Chariton, which belonged^ 
in 1617, to Edward Blount, whose family alienated it towards the 
end of the seventeenth century. The old mansion was pulled doi^n 
by Sir Gregory Page, Bart., who erected a magnificent stone 
structure on the site ; which, devolving to his great nephew. Sir 
Gregory Page Turner, shared the same fate as the former house, 
haying been sold in lots in 1784. 
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nor any other entertainment good ; but afterwards to 
the tryal of some experiments about making of coaches 
easy. And several we tried; but one did prove mighty 
easy, not here for me to describe, but the whole body of 
the coach lies upon one long spring, and we all, one 
after another, rid in it ; and it is very fine and likely to 
take. Thence to Deptford, and in to Mr. Evelyn's,* 
which is a most beautiful place; but, it being dark, and 
late, I staid not ; but Dean Wilkins, and Mr. Hooke 
and I, walked to Redriffe ; and noble discourse all day 
long did please me. 

3rd. To the Inn by Cripplegate, expecting my mo- 
ther's coming to town, but she is not come this week, the 
coach being too fulL My Lord Chief-Justice Hide did 
die suddenly this week, a day or two ago, of an apoplexy. 

6th. After dinner, to Mr. Evelyn's ; he being abroad, 
we walked in his garden, and a lovely noble groimd he 
hath indeed. And, among other rarities, a hive of bees, 
so as, being hived in glass, you may see the bees making 
their honey and combs mighty pleasantly. This day, 
after I had suffered my own hayre to grow long, in order 
to wearing it, I find the convenience of perriwiggs is so 
great, that I have cut off all short again, and wiU keep 
to perriwiggs. 

7th. (Lord's day.) Up, and to church with my wife. 
Yesterday begun my wife to learn to limn of one 
Browne, which Mr. Hill helps her to, and by her be- 
ginning, upon some eyes, I think she will [do] very 
fine things, and I shall take great delight in it. 

9th. At noon comes Mrs. The. Turner, and dines 
with us, and my wife's painting-master staid and dined. 
^ Sayes Court, the well-known residence of John Evelyn. 
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This day we have news of eight ships being taken by 
some of oiurs, going into the Texell — ^their two men of 
war, that convoyed, running in. They come from about 
Ireland, round to the NortL 

10th. To the Cocke-pitt, where the Duke [of Albci- 
marie] did give Sir W. Batten and me an account of 
the late taking of eight ships, and of his intent to come 
back to the Gunfleete with the fleet presently ; which 
creates us much work and haste therein, against the 
fleet comes. And thence to the Guard in Southwarke, 
there to get some soldiers, by the Duke's order, to go 
keep pressmen on board our ships. 

12th. By water to the Exchequer, and strike my 
tallys for .sE^l 7,500, which methinks is so great a testi- 
mony of the goodness of God to me, that I, from a mean 
clerk there, should come to strike tallys myself for that 
smn, and in the authority that I do now, is a very stu- 
pendous mercy to me. But to see how every little fel- 
low looks after his fees, and to get what he can for 
everything, is a strange consideration. The King's fees 
that he must pay himself for this <£1 7,500 coming to 
above <jP100. After dinner comes my cosen, Thomas 
Pepys, of Hatcham,* to receive some money of my Lord 
Sandwich's, and then I paid him what was due to him, 
upon my uncle's score, but, contrary to my expectation, 
did get him to sign and seal to any sale of lands for 
payment of debts. 

13th. To the 'Change, after office, and received my 
watch from the watch-maker, and a very fine [one] it is, 
given me by Briggs, the scrivener. But, Lord, to see how 

^ Thomas Pepys, of Hatcham Bams, Surrey, Master of the 
Jewel Office to Charles 11., and in the next reign. 
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« 

much of my old foUy and childishnesee hangs upon me 
still, that I cannot forbear carrying my watch in my 
hand, in the coach, all this afternoon, and seeing what 
o'clock it is one hundred times, and am apt U> think 
with myself, how could I be so long without one; 
though I remember, since, I had one, and found it a 
trouble, and resolved to carry one no more about me 
while I lived. Troubled at a letter from Mr. Cholmly 
from Tangier, wherein he do advise me how people are 
at work to overthrow our Victualling business, by which 
I shall lose ^300 per annum. I am much obliged to 
^him for this secret kindness, and look after this. 

14th. To church, it being Whit-Sunday; my wife 
very fine in a new yellow bird's-eye hood, as the fashion 
is now ; my mother having her new suit brought home, 
which makes her very fine. My wife and she and 
Mercer to Thomas Pepys's wife's christening of his first 
child. I took a coach, and to Wanstead, the house where 
Sir H. Mildmay died, and now Sir Kobert Brookes* lives, 
having bought it of the Duke of York, it being for- 
feited to him : a fine seat, but an old-fashioned house^ 
and, being not full of people, looks fiatly. I all the 
afternoon in the coach, reading the treasonous book of 
the Court of King James, printed a great while ago, 
and worth reading, though iU intended. 

15tlu After dinner to the King's playhouse, all alone, 
and saw "Love's Maistresse" — some pretty things, 

^ Sir Robert Brookes, Lord of the Manor of Wanstead, from 
1662 to 1667: M.P. for Aldborough, in Suffolk. He afterwards 
retired to France, in bad circumstances, and, from a letter among 
the Pqnfs M8S^ appears to have been drowned in the river at 
Lyons. 
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and good variety in it, but no or little fancy. Letters 
from Sir G. Downing, of four days' date, that the Dutch 
are come out and joyned, well manned, and resolved to 
board our best ships, and fight, for certain, they wilL 

17th. To Langford's, where I never was since my 
brother died there. I find my wife and Mercer, having 
with him agreed upon two rich silk suits for me, which 
is fit for me to have, but yet the money is too much, I 
doubt, to lay out altogether ; but it is done, and so let 
it be, it being the expense of the world that I can the 
best bear with, and the worst spare. The Duchesse of 
York went down yesterday to meet the Duke. ^ 

18tL To the Duke of Albemarle, where we did ex- 
amine Nixon and Stanesby, about their late running 
from two Dutchmen ; for which they were committed 
to a vessel to carry them to the fleet to be tried. A 
most fowle imhandsome thing as ever was heard, for 
plain cowardice on Nixon's part. Thence with the 
Duke of Albemarle in his coach to my Lord Treasurer, 
and there was before the King, who ever now calls me 
by my name, and Lord Chancellor, and many other 
great Lords, discoursing about insuring some of the 
King's goods, wherein the King accepted of my motion 
that we should; and so away, well pleased. 

19tL To the Exchequer, and there got my tallys for 
jE17,500> the first payment I ever had out of the Ex- 
chequer, and at the Legg spent 14«. upon my old 
acquaintance, some of them the clerks, and away home 
with my tallys in a coach, fearful every moment of 
having one of them fall out, or snatched from jne. Sir 
W. Warren did give me several good hints and princi- 
ples not to do anything suddenly, but consult my pillow 



1665.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 1 7 

upon my Treasurership of Tangier, and every great 
thing in my life, before I resolve any thing in it. 

21st- This day is brought home one of my new silk 
suits — the plain one, but very rich camelott and noble. 
Tried it, and pleases me, but did not wear it, being I 
would not go out to-day to ChurcL 

22nd. To Deptford, it being Trinity-Monday, and so 
the day of choosing the Master of Trinity House for the 
next year, where, to my great content, I find that, con- 
trary to the practice and design of Sir W. Batten, to 
break the rule and custom of the Company in choosing 
^their Masters by succession, he would have brought in 
Sir W. Rider or Sir W. Pen, over the head of Hurles- 
ton, who is a knave, too; besides, I believe, the younger 
brothers did all oppose it ag£nst the elder, and with 
great heat did carry it for Hurleston, which I know will 
vex him to the heart. Thence, the election being over, to 
Church, where an idle sermon from that conceited fellow. 
Dr. Britton, saving that his advice to unity, and laying 
aside all envy and enmity among them, was very apposite. 
To the Trinity House, and a great dinner, as is usuaL 

23d. Late comes Sir Arthur Ingram * to my office, 
to tell me, that, by letters from Amsterdam, of the 18th 
of this month, the Dutch fleet, being about 100 men-of- 
war, besides fire-ships, &c., did set out upon the 13th 
and 14th inst. Being divided into seven squadrons, 
viz., 1. General Opdam. 2. Cottenar,^ of Rotterdam. 
3. Trump. 4. Schram, of Home. 5. StiUingworth, 
of Freezland. 6. Everson. 7. One other, not named, 
of Zealand. 

* Sir Arthur Ingram, of Knottingley, Surveyor of the Customs at 
Hull. ^ Died of his wounds after the sea-fight in 1665* 

VOL. III. C 
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24tL To the Coffee-house, where all the news is of 
the Dutch being gone out, and of the plague growing 
upon us in this town ; and of remedies against it : some 
saying one thing, and some another. 

26th, In the evening by water to the Duke of Albe- 
marle, whom I found mightily off the hooks, that the 
ships are not gone out of the River ; which vexed me 
to see. 

28tlL I hear that Nixon is condemned to be shot to 
death, for his cowardice, by a Council of War. To Sir 
Philip Warwick's to dinner, where abimdance of com^ 
pany come in unexpectedly ; and here I saw one pretty 
piece of household stuff, as the company increaseth, to 
put a larger leaf upon an ovall table. After dinner, 
much good discourse with Sir Philip, who, I find, I 
think a most pious good man, and a professor of a phi- 
losophicall manner of life, and principles like Epictetus. 
Thence to my Lady Sandwich's, where, to my shame, I 
had not been a great while. Here, upon my telling her 
a story of my Lord Rochester's* running away on Friday 
night last with Mrs. MaUett, the great beauty and for- 
tune of the North, who had supped at White Hall with 
Mrs. Stewart, and was going home to her lodgings with 
her grandfather, my Lord Haly,* by coach ; and was at 
Charing Cross seized on by both horse and foot-men, 

* John Wilmot, second Earl of Rochester, notorious for his wit 
and profligacy. Ob. 1680. He married the lady alluded to, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John MaUett, of Enmere, co. Somerset. 

' Sir Francis Hawley, of Buckland House, Somersetshire, cre- 
ated a Baronet 1642, and in 1646 an Irish peer, by the title of 
Baron Hawley of Donamore; in 1671 he was chosen M.F. for 
St. Michaers, and in 1673 became a Gentleman of the Bedchamber 
to the Duke of York. Ob. 1684, aged 76. 
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and forcibly taken from him, and put into a coach with 
six horses, and two women provided to receive her, 
and carried away. Upon immediate pursuit, my Lord 
of Kochester, for whom the King had spoke to the lady 
often, but with no success, was taken at Uxbridge ; but 
the lady is not yet heard of, and the King mighty angry, 
and the Lord sent to the Tower. Hereupon my Lady 
did confess to me, as a great secret, her being concerned 
in this story ; for if this match breaks between my 
Lord Rochester and her, then, by the consent of all her 
Mends, my Lord Hinchingbroke stands fair, and is in- 
vited for her. She is worth, and will be at her mother's 
death, who keeps but a little from her, j£2500 per an- 
num. Pray God give a good success to it 1 But my 
poor Lady, who is afraid of the sickness, and resolved 
to be gone into the coimtry, is forced to stay in town a 
day or two, or three, about it, to see the event of it. 
Thence to see my Lady Pen, where my wife and I were 
shown a fine rarity : of fishes kept in a glass of water, 
that will live so for ever ; and finely marked they are, 
being foreign. 

29tL To the Swan, and there drank at Herbert's, 
and so by coach home — it being kept a great holyday 
through the city, for the birth and restoration of the 
King. Home to dinner, and then, with my wife, 
mother, and Mercer in one boat, and I in another, 
down to Woolwich. We have everywhere taken some 
prizes. Our merchants had good luck to come home 
safe — colliers from the North, and some Straights' men, 
just now. And our Hambrough ships, of whom we were 
so much afraid, are safe in Hambrough. Our fleete 
resolve to sail out again from Harwich in a day or two»^ 

c2 
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SOth* To dinner to Sir G. Carteret's. Here a very- 
fine, neat, French dinner, without much cost, we being, 
all alone with my Lady, and one of the house with her ; 
and then, in the evening, by coach, with my wife, 
and mother, and Mercer, our usual tour by coach, 
and at the old house at Islington: but. Lord I 
to see how my mother found herself talk upon every 
object to think of old stories. Here I met with one 
that tells me that Jack Cole, my old schoolefellow, is 
dead and buried lately of a consumption, who was a 
great chrony of mine. 

31st. To the 'Change, where great the noise and 
trouble of having our Hambrough ships lost ; and that 
very much placed upon Mr. Coventry's forgetting to 
give notice to them of the going away of our fleet from 
the coast of Holland. But all without reason, for he 
did; but the merchants, not being ready, staid longer 
than the time ordered for the convoy to stay, which 
was ten days. To Huysman's, the painter, who, I 
intend, shall draw my wife. He was not within, but 
I saw several good pictures. 

June 1st. After dinner, I put on my new camelott 
suit; the best that ever I wore in my life, the suit 
costing me above <f 24. Li this I went with Creed to 
Goldsmiths' Hall, to the burial of Sir Thomas Viner ;* 
which Hall, and Haberdashers' also, was so full of 

* 

people, that we were fain for ease and coolness to go forth 
to Pater Noster Row, to choose a silk to make me a 
plain ordinary suit. That done, we walked to Come- 
hill, and there, at Mr. Cade's, stood in the balcon, and 
saw all the funeral, which was with the blue-coat boys 
^ Sheriff of London, 1648; Lord Mayor, 1654. 
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and old men^ all the Aldermen, and Lord Mayor, &c., 
and the number of the company very great: the 
greatest I ever did see for a taveme.^ 

2nd. Met an express from Sir W. Batten at Harwich, 
that the fleet is all sailed from Solebay, having spied 
the Dutch Fleete at sea, and that, if the cahns hinder not, 
they must needs now be engaged with them. A letter 
also come to me from Mr. Hater, committed by the 
Council this afternoon to the Gate House, upon the 
misfortune of having his name used by one, without 
his knowledge or privity, for the receiving of some 
powder that he had bought. Up to Court about these 
two, and for the former was led up to my Lady Castle- 
maine's lodgings, where the King, and she, and others 
were at supper, and there I read the letter and re- 
turned: and to Sir G. Carteret about T. Hatei;, and 
shall have him released to-morrow, upon my giving bail 
for his appearance. Sir G. Carteret did go on purpose 
to the King to ask this, and it is granted. 

3rd. To White Hall, and, upon entering' into 
recognizances, T. Hater was released* Home, vexed 
to be kept from the office all the morning, which I had 
not been in many months before, if not some years. 
•All this day, by all people upon the Kiver, and almost 
every where else hereabout, were heard the guns, our 
•two fleets for certain being engaged ; which was con- 
firmed by letters fix)m Harwich, but nothing particular; 
and all our hearts fuU of concernment for the Duke, 
and I particularly for my Lord Sandwich and Mr. 
Coventry, after his Koyall Highness. 

4tlL News come that our fleet is pursuing the Dutch, 
^ He was probably a vintner« 
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who, either by cunning or by being worsted, do give 
ground, but nothing more for certain. 

5tL Great talk of the Dutch being fled, and we in 
pursuit of them, and that our ship Charity is lost upon 
our Captain's, "Wilkinson, and Lieutenant's yielding, 
but of this there is no certainty, save the report of 
some of the sick men of the Charity, turned adrift in 
a boat, and taken up and brought on shore yesterday 
to Sole Bay, and the news hereof brought by Sir J3enry 
JE'elton. Certain news come that our fleet is in sight 
of the Dutch ships. 

6th. To my Lady Sandwich's ; who, poor lady, ex- 
pects every hour to hear of my Lord ; but in the best 
temper, neither confident nor troubled with fear, that 
I ever did see in my life. She tells me my Lord 
Srochester is now declaredly out of hopes of Mrs. 
Mallett, and now she is to receive notice in a day or 
two how the Bang stands inclined to the giving leave 
for my Lord Hinchingbroke to look after her, and, that 
being done, to bring it to an end shortly. 

7th. This morning my wife and mother rose about 
two o'clock; and with Mercer, Mary, the boy, and 
W. Hewer, as they had designed, took boat, and 
down to refresh themselves on the water to Graves- 
end. To the Dolphin taveme, where Sir J. Minnes, 
Lord Brouncker, Sir Thomas Harvy, and myself dined, 
upon Sir G. Carteret's charge, and very merry we 
were. Sir Thomas Harvy being a very droUe. To the 
New Exchange, and there drunk whey, with much 
entreaty getting it for our money, and [they] would not 
be entreated to let us have one glasse more. So took 
water to Fox-IJall, to the Spring garden, and there 
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walked an hour or two with great pleastire, saving our 
minds ill at ease concerning the fleet and my Lord 
Sandwich : but we have no news of them, and ill re- 
ports run up and down of his being killed, but without 
ground Here 8taid, pleasantly walking, and spending 
but 6d, till nine at night. The hottest day that ever I 
felt in my life. This day, much against my will, I did 
in Drury Lane see two or three houses marked with a 
red cross upon the doors, and **Lord have mercy upon 
us r writ there ; which was a sad sight to me, being the 
first of the kind that, to my remembrance, I ever saw. 
It put me into an ill conception of myself and my 
smell, so that I was forced to buy some roll-tobacco to 
smell to and chaw, which took away the apprehension. 
By water home, where weary with walking, and with 
the mighty heat of the weather, and for my wife's not 
coming home, I staying walking in the garden till 
twelve at night, when it begun to lighten exceedingly, 
through the greatness of the heat. Then, despauing of 
her coming home, I to bed. 

8th. About five o'clock my wife come home, it having 
lightened all night hard, and one great shower of rain. 
She come and lay upon the bed: I up, and to the 
office all the morning. At one at home to dinner — ^my 
wife, mother, and Mercer dining at W. Joyce's; I 
giving her a caution to go round by the Half Moone 
to his house, because of the plague. I to my Lord 
Treasurer's by appointment of Sir Thomas Ingram's, 
to meet the Goldsmiths ; where I met with the great 
news at last newly come, brought by Bab May* 

* Baptist May, keeper of the Privy Purse to Charles 11. In 
August, 1662, he was a groom of the bedchamber to the Duke of 
York. 
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from the Duke of York, that we have totally routed 
the Dutch; that the Duke himself, the Prince, my 
Lord Sandwich, and Mr. Coventry are all well : which 
did put me into such joy, that I forgot almost all othei" 
thoughts. With great joy to the Cocke-pitt ; where the 
Duke of Albemarle, like a man out of himself with 
content, new-told me all; and by and by comes a 
letter from Mr. Coventry's own hand to him, which he * 
never opened, which was a strange thing, but did give 
it me to open and read, and consider what was fit for 
our office to do in it, and leave the matter with Sit . 
W. Clerke ; which, upon such a time and occasion, was 
a strange piece of indifference, hardly possible. I copied 
out the letter, and did also tiak6 minutes out of Sir 
W. Clerke's other letters ; and the sum of the news is : — » 

VICTOBT OVER THE DUTCH, JUNE 3, 1665, 

This day they engaged : the Dutch neglecting greatly 
the opportunity of the wind they had of us ; by which 
they lost the benefit of their fire-ships. The Earl of 
Falmouth, Muskerry, and Mr. Eichard Boyle* killed 
on board the Duke's ship, the Boyall Charles, with one 
shot ; their blood and brains flying in the Duke's face; 
and the head of Mr. Boyle striking down the Duke, as 
some say. Earle of Marlborough, Portland, Kear 
Admirall Sansum,^ to Prince Bupert, killed, and Captain 
Kirby and Ableson. Sir John Lawson wounded on 
the knee : hath had some bones taken out, and is likely 
to be well again. Upon receiving the hurt, he sent to 

* Second son to the Earl of Burlington. 
' "Robert Sansum, Commander of y« Resolution, being Rear 
Ad' of y* White." — Pepys's Collection of Signs Manual. 
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the Duke for another to command the Boyall Oake. 
The Duke sent Jordan out of the St George, who did 
brave things in her. Captain Jeremiah Smith, of the 
Mary, was second to the Duke, and stepped between 
him and Captain Seaton, of the Urania, 76 guns and 
400 men, who had sworn to board the Duke; killed 
him 200 men, and took the ship ; himself losing 99 men, 
^md never an officer saved, but himself and lieutenant* 
His master indeed is saved, with his leg cut off. Ad- 
mirall Opdam blown up. Trump killed, and said by 
Holmes; all the rest of their admiralls, as they say, 
but Everson, whom they dare not trust for his affection 
to the Prince of Orange, are killed: we have taken and 
sunk, as is believed, about twenty-four of their best 
ships; killed and taken near 8 or 10,000 men, and lost, 
we think, not above 700. A greater victory never 
known in the world. They are all fled ; some 43 got 
into the Texell, and others elsewhere, and we in pursuit 
of the rest. Thence, with my heart ftdl of joy, home : 
then to my Lady Pen's, where they are all joyed, and 
not a little puffed up at .the good success of their 
father ; and good service indeed is said to have been 
done by him. Had a great bonfire at the gate ; and I, 
with my Lady Pen's people, and others, to Mrs. Turner's 
great room, and there down into the street. I did give 
the boys 4*8. among them, and mighty merry : so home 
to bed, with my heart at great rest and quiet, saving 
that the consideration of the victory is too great for me 
presently to comprehend. 

9tL To White Hall, and in my way met with Mr. 
Moore, who eases me in one point wherein I was 
troubled ; which was, that I heard of nothing said or 
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done by my Lord Sandwich : but he tells me that Mr. 
Coolings my Lord Chamberlain's secretary, did hear the 
King say that my Lord Sandwich had done nobly and 
wortluly. The King, it seems, is much troubled at the 
fall of my Lord Falmouth; but I do not meet with any 
man else that so much as wishes him alive again, the 
world conceiving him a man of too much pleasure to 
do the King any good, or offer any good office to him. 
But I hear, of all hands, he is confessed to be a man of 
great honour, that did show it in this his going with the 
Puke, the most that ever any man did. Home, where 
my people busy to make ready a supper against night 
for some guests, in lieu of my stone-feasts.^ With my 
taylor to buy a silk suit, which, though I had one lately, 
yet I do, for joy of the good news we have lately had 
of our victory over the Dutch, which makes me willing 
to spare myself something extraordinary in clothes; 
and, after long resolution of having nothing but black, 
I did buy a coloured silk ferrandin. 

10th. In the evening home to supper ; and there, to 
my great trouble, hear that the plague is come into the 
City, though it hath, these three or four weeks since 
its beginning, been wholly out of the City ; but where 
should it begin but in my good friend and neighbour's. 
Dr. Burnett, in Fenchurch Street: which, in both 
points, troubles me mightily. 

11th. (Lord's day.) Up, and expected long a new 
suit; but, coming not, dressed myself m my new black 
silk camelott suit; and, when fully ready, comes my 
new one of coloured ferrandin, which my wife puts me 
out of love with, which vexes me. At noon, by invi- 

^ See Life, v. i., p. xiii. 
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tation, comes my two cosen Joyces and their wivefr— 
my aunt James and he-cosen Hannan — ^his wife being 
ilL Had a good dinner for them, and as merry as I 
could be in such company. They being gone, I out of 
doors a Kttle, to show, forsooth, my new suit. I saw 
poor Dr. Burnett's door shut ; but he hath, I hear, gained 
great good-will among his neighbours : for he discovered 
it himself first, and caused himself to be shut up of his 
own accord : which was very handsome. 

12th. Up, and in my yesterday's new suit to the 
Duke of Albemarle, and thence returned; and, with 
my taylor, bought some good lace for my sleeve bands 
in Pater Noster Row. The Duke of York is sent for 
last night, and expected to be here to-morrow. 

13th. At noon with Sir G. Carteret to my Lord 
Mayor's to dinner, where much company in a little 
room. His name. Sir John Lawrence. Here were at 
table three Sir Richard Brownes, viz.: he of the 
Councill, a clerk, and the Alderman, and his son ; and 
there was a little grandson, also Richard, who will here- 
after be Sir Richard Browne. The alderman did here 
openly teU in boasting how he had, only upon suspicion 
of disturbances, if there had been any bad news from 
sea, clapped up several persons that he was afraid of; 
and that he had several times done the like, and would 
do, and take no bail where he saw it unsafe for the King. 
But by and by he said that he was now sued in the 
Exchequer for false imprisonment, that he had, upon 
the same score, imprisoned while he was Mayor four 
years ago, and asked advice about it. I told him I 
believed there was none, and told my story of Field, 
at which he was troubled, and said that it was then 
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unsafe for any man to serve the King ; and, I believed^ 
knew not what to do therein ; hut that Sir Kichard 
Browne, of the Councill, advised him to speak with 
my Lord Chancellor ahout it. My Lord Mayor very 
respectful to me ; and so I after dinner away, and found 
Sir J. Minnes ready with his coaxsh and four horses 
at our oflSce gate, for him and me to go out of town 
to meet the Duke of Yorke coming from Harwich to 
town, and so as far as Ilford, and there 'light. By and 
by comes to us Sir John Shaw and Mr. Neale, that 
married the rich widow Gold, upon the same errand. 
After eating a dish of creame, we took coach again, 
hearing nothing of the Duke, and away home — ^a most 
pleasant evening and road. 

14tL I met with Mr. Cooling, who observed to me 
how he finds every body silent in the praise of my Lord 
Sandwich, to set up the Duke and the Prince ; but 
that the Duke did, both to the King and my Lord 
Chancellor, write abundantly of my Lord's courage 
and service. And I this day met with a letter of 
Captain Ferrers, wherein he tells how my Lord was 
with his ship in all the heat of the day, and did most 
worthily. To Westminster : and there saw my Lord 
Marlborough brought to be buried, several Lords of the 
Council carrying him, and with the Heralds in some state. 

15 th. Up, and put on my new stuff suit with close 
knees, which becomes me most nobly, as my wife says. 
At noon, put on my first laced band, all lace ; and to Kate 
Joyce's to dinner, where my mother, wife, and abun- 
dance of their friends, and good usage. At "Woolwich, 
discoursed with Mr. Sheldon about my bringing my 
wife down for a month or two to his house, which he 
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approves of, and, I think, wiU be very convenient. 
This day, the News-book, upon Mr. Moore's showing 
L'Estrange, Captain Ferrers's letter, did do my Lord 
Sandwich great right as to the late victory. The Duke 
of York not yet come to town. The town grows very, 
sickly, and people to be afraid of it: there dying this 
last week of the plague 112, from 43 the week before ; 
whereof but one in Fenchurch Streete, and one in 
Broad Streete, by the Treasurer's office. 

16th, After dinner, and doing some business at the 
office, I to White Hall, where the Court is full of the 
Duke and his courtiers returned from sea. All fat and 
lusty, and ruddy by being in the sun. I kissed his 
hands, and we waited all the afternoon. By and by 
saw Mr. Coventry, which rejoiced my very heart. 
Anon he and I, from all the rest of the company, 
walked into the Matted Gallery ; where, after many 
expressions of love, we fell to talk of business ; among 
other things, how my Lord Sandwich, both in his 
councils and personal service, hath done most honour- 
ably and serviceably. Sir J. Lawson is come to Green- 
wich ; but his wound in his knee yet very bad. Jonas 
Poole, in the Vantguard, did basely, so as to be, or will 
be, turned out of his ship. Captain Holmes expecting, 
upon Sansum's death, to be made Bear-admirall to the 
Prince — ^but Harman is put in — ^hath delivered up to 
the Duke his commission, which the Duke took and 
tore. He, it seems, had bid the Prince, who first told 
him of Holmes's intention, that he should dissuade him 
from it ; for that he was resolved to take it if he offered 
it- Yet Holmes would do it, like a rash, proud cox- 
combe. But he is rich, and hath, it seems, spught an 
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occasion of leaving the service. Several of our captains 
have done ilL The great ships are the ships do the 
business, they quite deadening the enemy. They run 
away upon sight of the Prince. It is strange to see 
how people do already slight Sir William Barkeley,^ 
my Lord PitzHarding's brother, who, three months 
since, was the delight of the Court. Captain Smith, 
of the Mary, the Duke talks mightily of; and some 
great thing will be done for hiin. Strange to hear how 
the Dutch do relate, as the Duke says, that they are 
the conquerors ; and bonfires are made in Dunkirke in 
their behalf; though a clearer victory can never be 
expected. Mr. Coventry thinks they cannot have lost 
less than 6,000 men, and we not dead above 200, and 
wounded about 400 ; in all about 600. Captain Grove, 
the Duke told us this day, hath done the basest thing 
at Lowestoffe, in hearing of the gims, and could not, as 
others, be got out, but staid there ; for which he will 
be tried; and is reckoned a prating coxcombe, and of 
no courage. 

17th. At the office find Sir W. Pen come home, who 
looks very well ; and I am gladder to see him than 
otherwise I should be because of my hearing so well of 
him for his serviceableness in this late great action. 
It struck me very deep this afternoon going with a 
hackney coach from Lord Treasurer's down Holbome, 
the coachman I found to drive easily and easily, at hst 
stood, still, and come down hardly able to stand, and 
told me that he was suddenly struck very sick, and 

^ Commander of the Swiftsure in this action, and killed in the 
sea-fight the following year, when Vice- Admiral of the Blue. See 
Jane 16th, 1666. 
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almost blind — ^he could not see ; so I light, and went 
into another coach, with a sad heart for the poor man 
and for myself also, lest he should have been struck 
with the plague. Sir John Lawson, I hear, is worse 
than yesterday : the King went to see him to-day most 
kindly. It seems his wound is not very bad ; but he 
hath a fever, a thrush, and a hickup, all three together, 
which axe, it seems, very bad symptoms. 

18tL (Lord's day.) Up, and to church, where Sir 
W. Pen was the first time [since he] come from sea, 
after the battle. Mr. Mills made a sorry sermon. Sir 
W. Batten and my Lady are returned from Harwich. 
I went to see them, and it is pretty to see how we 
appear kind one to another, though neither of us care 
2d. for another. 

19th. To my little new goldsmith's, whose wife, 
indeed, is one of the prettiest, modest black women 
that ever I saw. I paid for a dozen of silver salts 
£6 14i8. 6d. Thence to see Sir J. Lawson, who is 
better, but continues ill — ^his hickup not being yet gone, 
could have little discourse with him. 

20th. Thankes-giving-day for victory over the Dutch. 
To the Dolphin Taveme, where all we officers of the 
Navy met with the Commissioners of the Ordnance by 
agreement, and dined : where good musique at my direc- 
tion. Our club come to 34*. a man, nine of us. By water 
to Fox-hall, and there walked an hour alone, observing 
the several humours of the citizens that were there 
this holiday, pulling off cherries, and God knows what. 
This day I informed myself that there died four of five 
at Westminster of the plague, in several houses, upon 
Sunday last, in Bell Alley, over against the Palace- 
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gate: yet people do think that the number will be 
fewer in the town than it was the last week. The Dutch 
are come out again with 20 sail under Bunker : supposed 
gone to the Northward, to meet their East India 
Fleet 

21st. I find our talleys will not be money in less than 
sixteen months, which is a sad thing for the King to 
pay all that interest for every penny he spends ; and, 
which is strange, the goldsmiths with whom I spoke 
do declare that they will not be moved to part with 
money upon the increase of their consideration of ten 
per cent, which they have. I find all the town almost 
going out of town, the coaches and waggons being all 
full of people going into the country. 

22d. In great pain whether to send my mother into 
the country to-day or no ; I hearing, by my people, 
that the poor wretch hath a mind to stay a little longer, 
and I cannot blame her. At last, I resolved to put it 
to her, and she agreed to go, because of the sickness in 
town, and my intentions of removing my wife. She 
was to the last imwilling to go, but would not say so, 
but put it off till she lost her place in the coach, and 
was fain to ride in the waggon part. 

23rd. To a Committee for Tangier, where, imknown 
to me, comes my Lord Sandwich, who, it seems, come 
to town last night. After the Committee was up, my 
Lord Sandwich did take me aside in the robe-chamber, 
telling me how much the Duke and Mr. Coventry did, 
both in the fleet and here, make of him, and that in 
some opposition to the Prince ; and, as a more private 
passage, he told me that he hath been with them both 
when they have made sport of the Prince, and laughed 
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at him : yet that all the discourse of the town^ and the 
printed relation, should not give him one word of 
honour, my Lord thinks very strange ; he assuring me, 
that, though by accident the Prince was in the van in 
the beginning of the fight for the first pass, yet, all the 
rest of the day, my Lord was in the van, and continued 
80. That, notwithstanding all this noise of the Prince, 
he had hardly a shot in his side, nor a man killed, 
whereas he above 30 in her hull, and not one mast 
whole nor yard; but the most battered ship of the 
fleet, and lost most men, saving Captain Smith of the 
Mary. That the most the Duke did was almost out of 
guuHshot ; but that, indeed, the Duke did come up to 
my Lord's rescue, after he had a great while fought 
with four of them. How poorly Sir John Lawson 
performed, notwithstanding all that was said of him ; 
and how his ship turned out of the way, while Sir 
J. Lawson himself was upon the deck, to the endangering 
of the whole fleet. It therefore troubles my Lord, 
that Mr. Coventry should not mention a word of him 
in his relation. I did, in answer, offer that I was sure 
the relation was not compiled by Mr. Coventry, but 
by L'Estrange, out of several letters, as I could witness, 
and that Mr. Coventry's letter that he did give the 
Duke of Albemarle [he] as much writ as the Prince ; 
for I myself read it first, and then copied it out, which I 
promised to show my Lord, with which he was some- 
thing satisfied. From that discourse my Lord did 
begin to tell me how much he was concerned to dispose 
of his children^ and would have my advice and help ; 
and propounded to match my Lady Jemimah to Sir 

VOL. IIL D 
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G. Carteret's eldest son,^ which I approved of^ and did 
undertake the speaking with him about it as from my* 
self, which my Lord liked To one Mr, Finch, one of 
the Commissioners of the Excise, to be informed 
about some things of the Excise, in order to our 
settling matters therein better. I find him a very 
discreet, grave person. Creed and I took boat, and to 
Fox Hall, where we spent two or three hours talking 
of several matters very soberly and contentfully to me, 
which, with the ayre and pleasure of the garden, was a 
great refreshment to me, and methinks that which we 
ought to joy ourselves in. Home, by hackney-coach, 
which is become a very dangerous passage now-a^ys, 
the sickness encrea^ing mightily. 

24th. (Midsummer-day). To Dr. Clerke's, and there 
I, in the best manner I could, broke my errand about a 
match between Sir G. Carteret's eldest son and my 
Lord Sandwich's eldest daughter, which he, as I knew 
he would, took with great content : and we both agreed 
that my Lord and he, being both men relating to the 
sea, under a kind respect of His Majesty, already good 
friends, and both virtuous and good familys,* their alli- 
ance might be of good use to us : and he did undertake 
to find out Sir George this morning, and put the busi- 
ness in execution. So I to White Hall, where I, with 
Creed and Povy, attended my Lord Treasurer, and did 
prevail with him to let us have an assignment for 
15 of dP20,000, which, I hope, will do our business for 
Tangier. To Sir G. Carteret, and, in the best manner 

^ Philip Carteret, afterwards knighted. He perished on board 
his father-in-law, Lord Sandwiches flag-ship, at the battle of 
Solebay. 
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I could^ moved the business : he received it with great 
respect and content^ and thanks to me^ and promised 
that he would do what he possibly could for his son, to 
render him fit for my Lord's daughter, and showed 
great kindness to me, and sense of my kindness to him 
herein. Sir William Pen told me this day that Mr. 
Coventry is to be sworn a Privy Counsellor, at which 
my soul is glad. 

25th. To White Hall, where, after I again visited 
Sir G. Carteret, and received his and now his lady's 
fuU content in my proposal, my Lord Sandwich did 
direct me to return to Sir G. Carteret, and give him 
thanks for his kind acceptation of this offer, and that he 
would the next day be willing to enter discourse with 
him about the business. My Lord, I perceive, intends 
to give £5000 with her, and expects about d£^800 per 
annum joynture. To Gireenwich, by water, thinking 
to have visited Sir J. Lawson, where, when I come, I 
find that he died this morning, at which I was much 
mirprized, and indeed the nation hath a great loss ; 
though I cannot, without dissembling, say that I am 
sorry for it ; for he was a man never kind to me at all. 
Mr. Coventry, among other talk, entered upon the 
great question now in the House about the Duke's 
going to sea again ; about which the whole House is 
divided. He did concur with me that, for the Duke's 
honour and safety, it were best, after so great a service 
and victory and danger, not to go again ; and, above all, 
that the life of the Duke cannot but be a security to 
the Crowne — ^if he were away, it being more easy to 
attempt anything upon the King — but how the fleet 
will be governed without him, the Prince being a man 

d2 
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of no government, and severe in council, that no ordi- 
nary man can offer any advice against his — ^saying, 
truly, that it had been better he had gone to Guinny ; 
and that, were he away, it were easy to see how things 
might be ordered — ^my Lord Sandwich being a man of 
temper and judgement, as much as any man he ever knew^ 
and that upon good observation he said this, and that his 
temper must correct the Prince's, But I perceive he is 
much troubled what will be the event of the question. 

26th. To the Committee of Tangier, where my Lord 
Treasurer was, the first and only time he ever was 
there, and did promise us <f 15,000 for Tangier, and no 
more, which will be short. With Creed to the Kong's 
Head ordinary, and good sport with one Mr. Nicholls^ 
a prating coxcombe, that would be thought a poet, but 
would not be got to repeat any of his verses. Home, 
and there find my wife's brother, and his wife, a pretty 
little modest woman, where they come to dine with my 
wife. He did come to desire my assistance for a living, 
and, upon his good promises of care, and that it should 
be no burden to me, I did say and promise I would 
think of finding something for him, and the rather be- 
cause his wife seems a pretty, discreet young thing, and 
hmnble, and he, above all things, desirous to do some- 
thing to maintain her, telling me sad stories of what she 
endured in Holland; and I hope it will not be burden- 
some. The plague encreases mightily, I this day seeing 
a house, at a bitt-maker's, over against St. Clement's 
Church, in the open street, shut up ; which is a sad sight. 

28th. I did take my leave of Sir William Coventry, 
who, it seems, was knighted, and sworn a Privy Coun- 
sellor two days since ; who with his old kindness treated 
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me, and I beUeve I shall ever find [him] a noble friend. 
Sir G. Carteret tells me how all thmgs proceed between 
my Lord Sandwich and himself to full content, and 
both sides depend upon having the match finished 
presently, and professed great kindness to me, and said 
that now we were something akin. In my way to 
Westminster Hall, I observed several plague-houses in 
Bang's Street and [near] the Palace. My Lord Sand- 
wich is gone towards the sea to-day. It being a sudden 
resolution, I have taken no leave of him. 

29tL By water to White Hall, where the Court full 
of waggons and people ready to go out of town. This 
end of the town every day grows very bad of the 
plague. The Mortality Bill is come to 267; which is 
about ninety more than the last : and of these but four 
in the City, which is a great blessing to us. Took leave 
again of Mr. Coventry ; though I hope the Duke is not 
gone to stay, and so do others too. Home ; calling at 
Somerset House, where all were packing up too : the 
Queene-Mother setting out for France this day, to drink 
Bourbon waters this year, she being in a consumption ; ^ 
and intends not to come till winter come twelve-months. 

30tL To White Hall, to the Duke of Albemarle, 
who I find at Secretary Bennet's, there being now no 
other great statesman, I think, but my Lord Chancel- 
lor, in town. At night, back by water, and in the dark 
and against the tide, shot the bridge, groping with their 
pole for the way, which troubled me before I got 
through. So home, about one or two o'clock in the 
morning, my family at a great loss what was become of 
me. Thus this book of two years ends. Myself and 
family in good health, consisting of myself and wife. 
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Mercer, her woman, Maxy, Alee, and Susan, our maids, 
njnd Tom, my boy. In a sickly time of the plague grow- 
ing on. Haying upon my hands the troublesome care oi 
the Treasury of Tangier, with great sums drawn upon 
me, and nothing to pay them with: also the business of 
the office great Considering of removing my wife to 
Woolwich; she lately busy in learning to paint, with 
great pleasure and successe. All other things well; 
especially a new interest I am making, by a match in 
hand between the eldest son of Sir G. Carteret, and my 
Lady Jemimah Montagu. The Duke of York gone 
down to the fleet ; but all suppose not with intent to 
stay there, as it is not fit, all men conceive, he should. 

July 1st. To the Duke of Albemarle's, by appoint- 
ment, to give him an account of some disorder in the 
Yard at Portsmouth, by workmen's going away of their 
own accord, for lack of money, to get work of hay- 
making, or anything else, to earn themselves bread. 
To Westminster, where, I hear, the sickness encreases 
greatly. Sad at the news, that seven or eight houses 
in Burying Hall^ Street are shut up of the plague. 

2d. Sir G. Carteret did send me word that the 
business between my Lord and him is fully agreed 
on, and is mightily liked of the King and the Duke of 
York. Sir J. Lawson was buried late last night at 
St. Dunstan's by us, without any company at alL The 
condition of his family is but very poor. 

3rd. The season growing so sickly, that it is much 
to be feared how a man can escape having a share with 
others in it, for which the good Lord God bless me ! or 
make me fitted to receive it. 

^ Probably Basinghall. 
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4th. I hear this day the Duke and Prince Rupert 
are both come back from sea^ and neither of them go 
back again, Bankeri is come home with the little 
Fleet he has been abroad with, without doing anything, 
so that there is nobody of an enemy at sea. We are in 
great hopes of meeting with the Dutch East India fleet, 
which is mighty rich, or with De Ruyter, who is so 
>d80. Sir Richard Ford told me this day, at table, a fine 
account, how the Dutch were like to have been mas- 
tered by the present Prince of Orange his father to be 
besieged in Amsterdam^— having drawn an army of foot 
into the town, and horse near to the town by night, 
within three miles, and they never knew of it ; but by 
chance the Hamburgh post in the night fell among the 
horse, and heard their design, and knowing the way, it 
being very dark and rainy, better than they, went from 
them, and did give notice to the town before the others 
could reach the town, and so were saved. It seems 
this De Witt and another family, the Beckarts, were 
among the chief of the familys that were enemies to the 
Prince, and were afterwards suppressed by the Prince, 
and continued so till he was, as they say, poisoned ; and 
then they turned all again, a« it was, against the young 
Prince, and have so carried it to this day, it being about 
12 and 14 years, and De Witt in the head of them. 

6th. Advised about sending my wife's bedding and 
things to-day to Woolwich, in order to her removal 
thither. Mr. Coventry tells me how matters are 
ordered in the fleet : my Lord Sandwich goes Admiral ; 
under him Sir G. Ascue, and Sir T. Teddiman : Vice- 
Admiral, Sir W. Pen ; and under him Sir W. Barkeley, 

^ Sic orig. 
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andSir Jos. Jordan:* Bear- Admiral Sir Thomas Allen ; 
and under him Sir Christopher Mings,^ and Captain 
Harman. Walked round to White Hall, the Park being 
quite locked up ; and I observed a house shut up thi^ 
day in the Pell Mell, where heretofore, in Cromwell's 
time, we young men used to keep our weekly clubs. 
Sir G. Carteret do now take all my Lord Sandwich's 
business to heart, and makes it the same with his own. 
He tells me how at Chatham it was proposed to my 
Lord Sandwich to be joined with the Prince in the 
command of the fleet, which he was most willing to ; 
but, when it come to the Prince, he was quite against 
it ; saying, there could be no government, but that it 
would be better to have two fleets, and neither under 
the command of the other, which he would not agree to* 
So the King was not pleased; but, without any un- 
kindness, did order the fleet to be ordered as above, as 
to the Admirals and commands : so the Prince is come 
up ; and Sir G. Carteret, I remember, had this word 
thence, that, says he, by this means, though the King 
told him that it would be but for this expedition, yet I 
believe we shall keep him out for altogether. He tells 
me how my Lord was much troubled at Sir W. Pen's 
being ordered forth, as it seems he is to go to Solebay, 
and with the best fleet he can, to go forth, and no 
notice taken of my Lord Sandwich going after him, and 
having the command over him. By water to Woolwich, 

* Commanded the Royal Sovereign as Vice- Admiral of the Bed, 
in 1672 ; and distinguished himself in the battle of Solebay, and on 
other occasions. 

^ The son of a shoemaker, bred to the sea-service, and rose to 
the rank of an Admiral. He was killed in the fight with the 
Dutch, June, 1666. 
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where I found my wife come, and her two maids, and 
very prettily accommodated they will be ; and I left 
them going to supper, grieved in my heart to part with 
my wife, being worse by much without her, though 
some trouble there is in having the care of a family at 
home this pbgue time, 

6th. Alderman Backewell is ordered abroad upon 
some private score with a great sum of money ; wherein 
I was instrumental the other day in shipping him away. 
It seems some of his creditors have taken notice of it, 
and he was like to be broke yesterday in his absence : 
Sir G. Carteret telling me that the King and the king- 
dom must as good as fall with that man at this time ; 
and that he was forced to get <£'4,000 himself to answer 
Backewell's people's occasions, or he must have broke ; 
but committed this to me as a great secret. I could 
not see Lord Brouncker, nor had much mind, one of 
the two great houses within two doors of him being 
shut up: and. Lord! the number of houses visited, 
which this day I observed through the town, quite 
round in my way, by Long Lane and London WalL 
To Sir W. Batten, and spent the evening at supper ; 
and, among other discourse, the rashness of Sir John 
Lawson, for breeding up his daughter so high and 
proud, refusing a man of great interest. Sir W. Barke- 
ley, to match her with a melancholy fellow. Colonel 
Norton's son, of no interest nor good-nature nor gene^ 
rosity at all, giving her <£^6,000, when the other would 
have taken her with two — when he himself knew that 
he was not worth the money himself in all the world, 
he did give her that portion, and is since dead, and left 
his wife and two daughters beggars, and the other gone 
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away with ^G^OOO, and no content in it, through the ill 
qualities of her father-in-law and husband, who, it 
seems, though a pretty woman, contracted for her as if 
he had been buying a horse ; and, worst of all, is now 
of no use to serve the mother and two little sisters 
in any stead at Court, whereas, the other might 
have done what he would for her : so here is an end of 
this family's pride, which, with good care, might have 
been what they would, and done welL Sir W. Pen, it 
seems, sailed last night from Solebay, with about sixty 
sail of ships, and my Lord Sandwich in the Prince and 
some others, it seems, going after them to overtake them, 

7tL At this time I have two tierces of Claret, two 
quarter casks of Canary, and a smaller vessel of Sack ; 
a vessel of Tent, another of Malaga, and another of 
white wine, all in my wine-cellar together; which, I 
believe, none of my friends of my name now alive 
ever had of his own at one time. 

9th. To Sir Gr. Carteret, and there find my Lady in 
her chamber, not very well, but looks the worst almost 
that ever I did see her in my life. It seems her drink- 
ing of the water at Tunbridge did almost kill her. 
Received with most extraordinary kindness by my 
Lady Carteret and her children, and dined most nobly. 
I took occasion to have much discourse with Mr, 
PL Carteret, and find him a very modest man ; and I 
think verily of mighty good nature, and pretty under- 
standing. He did give me a good account of the fight 
with the DutcL Took boat and home, and there shifted 
myself into my black silk suit ; and, having promised 
Harman yesterday, I to his house, which I find very 
mean, and mean company. His wife very ill : I could 
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not see her. Here I, with her father and Kate Joyce,, 
who was also very ill, were godfathers and godmother 
to his boy, and was christened WilL Mr. Meriton^ 
christened him. The most observable thing I foimd 
there to my content, was to hear him and his clerk tell 
me, that in this parish of Michell's Comhill, one of the 
middlemost parishes, and a great one of the town, there 
hath, notwithstanding this sickliness, been buried of any 
disease, man, woman, or child, not one for thirteen months 
last past ; which is very strange. And the like, in a 
good degree, in most other parishes, I hear, saving only 
of the plague in them. Down to my Lady Carteret's. 
It is mighty pretty to think how my poor Lady Sand- 
wich, between her and me, is doubtfull whether her 
daughter will like of the match or no, and how troubled 
she is for fear of it, which I do not fear at all, and 
desire her not to do it, but her fear is the most discreet 
and pretty that ever I did see. 

10th. Having a coach of Mr. Povy's attending me, 
by appointment, in order to my coming to dine at his 
country-house, at Branford, where he and his family is, 
I went, and Mr. Tasbrough with me therein, it being a 
pretty chariot, but most inconvenient as to the horses 
throwing dust and dirt into one's eyes, and upon one's 
clothes. Creed rode before, and Mr. Povy and I after him 
in the chariot ; and I was set down by him at the Parke 
pale, where one of his saddle-horses was ready for me, 
he himself not daring to come into the house or be seen, 
because that a servant of his, out of his house, happened 
to be sick, but is not yet dead, but was never suffered 

^ Joseph Meriton, instituted to the rectory of St. Michael, Corn- 
hill, 1663, of which he continued incumbent nearly forty years. 
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to come into his house after he was ilL But this oppor- 
tunity was taken to injure Povy, and most horribly he 
is abused by some persons hereupon, and his fortune, I 
believe, quite broke ; but that he hath a good heart to 
bear, or a cunning one to conceal his eviL Itis,Iper- 
ceive, an unpleasing thing to be at Court, everybody 
being fearful one of another, and all so sad enquiring 
after the plague, so .that listole away by my horse to 
Elingston, and there, with much trouble, was forced 
to press two sturdy ropes to carry me to London, 
and met at the water-side with Mr. Chamocke, Sir 
Philip Warwick's clerk, who had been with company, 
and was quite foxed. I took him with me in my boat, 
and so away to Bichmond, and there, by night, walked 
with him to Mortlake, a very pretty walk, and there 
staid a good while. 

11th. All night down by water, a most pleasant pas- 
sage, and come thither by two o'clock, and so walked 
from the Old Swan home, and there to bed to my Will 
— ^he lodging at my desire in my house. 

12tlL After doing what business I could in the morn- 
ing, it being a solemn fast-day for the plague growing 
upon us, I took boat, and down to Deptford, where I 
stood with great pleasure an hour or two by my Lady 
Sandwich's bedside, talking to her, she lying prettily in 
bed, of my Lady Jemimah's being from my Lady 
Pickering's when our letters come to that place; she 
being at my Lord Montagu's, at Boughton. The truth 
is, I had received letters of it two days ago, but had 
dropped them, and was in a very extraordinary strait 
what to do for them, or what account to give my Lady : 
but sent to Mortlake, where I had been the night be- 
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fore, and there they were found, which with mighty joy 
come safe to me ; but all ending with satisfaction to my 
Lady and me, though I find my Lady Carteret not 
much pleased with this delay, and principally because 
of the plague, which renders it imsafe to stay long at 
Deptford. I eat a bit, my Lady Carteret being the 
most kind Lady in the world, and so took boat, and a 
fresh boat at the Tower, and so up the river, against 
tide all the way, I having lost it by staying prating 
to and with my Lady : and, from before one, made it 
seven before we got to Hampton-Court ; and, when I 
come there, all business was over, saving my finding Mr. 
Coventry at his chamber ; and so away to my boat, and 
all night upon the water, and come home by two o'clock, 
shooting the bridge at that time of night. Heard Mr. Wil- 
liamson repeat at Hampton-Court, to-day, how the King 
of France hath lately set out a most high arrest^ against 
the Pope, which is reckoned very lofty and high. 

13th. By water, at .night late, to Sir G. Carteret's, 
but, there being no oars to carry me, I was fain to call 
a skuller that had a gentleman already in it, and he 
proved a man of love to musique, and he and I sung 
together the way down with great pleasure. Above 
700 died of the plague this week. 

14th. I by water to Sir G. Carteret's, and there find 
my Lady Sandwich buying things for my Lady Jem.'s 
wedding: and my Lady Jem. is, beyond expectation, 
come to Dagenhams,^ where Mr. Carteret is to go to 

* Dagenhams, near Romford, the seat of the late Sir Thomas 
Keave, Bart. This estate was devised hy Mrs. Anne Rider, only 
surviving child of Sir Henry Wright, to her relative and friend 
Edward Carteret, Postmaster-General; whose daughters, in 1749, 
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visit her to-morrow; and my proposal of waiting on 
him, he being to go alone to all persons strangers to 
him, was well accepted, and so I go with him. But, 
Lord I to see how kind my Lady Carteret is to her ! 
Sends her most rich Jewells, and provides bedding and 
things of all sorts most richly for her, which makes my 
Lady and me out of our wits almost to see the kindness 
she treats us all with, as if they would buy the young lady* 
15th. Mr. Carteret and I to the ferry-place at Green- 
wich, and there staid an hour crossing the water to and 
again to get our coach and horses over ; and by and by 
set out, and so toward Dagenhams. But, Lord ! what 
silly discourse we had as to love-matters, he being the 
most awkward man ever I met with in my life as to 
that business. Thither we come, and by that time it 
began to be dark, and were kindly received by Lady 
Wright and my Lord Crewe. And to discourse they 
went, my Lord discoursing with him, asking of him 
questions of travell, which he answered well enough in 
a few words; but nothing to the lady firom him at 
alL To supper, and after supper to talk again, he yet 
taking no notice of the lady. My Lord would have 
had me have consented to leaving the young people 
together to-night, to begin their amours, his staying 
being but to be little. But I advised agaunst it, lest 
the lady might be too much surprised. So they led 
him up to his chamber, where I staid a little, to know 
how he liked the lady, which he told me he did 
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mightily ; but, Lord ! in the dullest insipid manner that 
ever lover did. So I bid him good night, and down to 
prayers with my Lord Crewe's family ; and, after pray- 
ers, my Lord and Lady Wright, and I, to consult what 
to do ; and it was agreed, at last, to have them go to 
church together, as the family used to do, though his 
lameness was a great objection against it. But, at last, 
my Lady Jem. sent me word by my Lady Wright, that 
it would be better to do just as they used to do before 
his coming ; and therefore she desired to go to church, 
which was yielded to them, 

16th. (Lord's day.) I up, having lain with Mr. 
Moore in the chaplain's chamber. And, having trimmed 
myself, down to Mr. Carteret ; and we walked in the 
gallery an hour or two, it being a most noble and pretty 
house that ever, for the bigness, I saw. Here I taught 
him what to do : to take the lady always by the hand to 
lead her, and telling him that I would find opportunity 
to leave them together, he should make these and these 
compliments, and also take a time to do the like to Lord 
Crewe and Lady Wright. After I had instructed him, 
which he thanked me for, owning that he needed mj 
teaching him, my Lord Crewe come down and family, 
the yoimg lady among the rest ; and so by coaches to 
church four miles off: where a pretty good sermon, and 
a declaration of penitence of a man that had undergone 
the Churche's censure for his wicked life. Thence back 
again by coach, Mr. Carteret having not had the con- 
fidence to take his lady once by the hand, coming or 
going, which I told him of when we come home, and he 
will hereafter do it. So to dinner. My Lord excellent 
discourse. Then to walk in the gallery, and to sit 
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down. By and by my Lady Wright and I go out, and 
then my Lord Crewe, he not by design, and lastly my 
Lady Crewe come out, and left the young people toge- 
ther. And a little pretty daughter of my Lady Wright's 
most innocently come out afterwards, and shut the 
door to, as if she had done it, poor child, by inspiration: 
which made us without have good sport to laugh at. 
They together an hour, and by and by church-time, 
whither he led her into the coach and into the church, 
where several handsome ladies. But it was most extra- 
ordinary hot that ever I knew it. So home again, and 
to walk in the gardens, where we left the young couple 
a second time ; and my Lady Wright and I to walk 
together, who tells me that some new clothes must of 
necessity be made for Lady Jemimah, which and other 
things I took care of. Anon to supper, and excellent 
discourse and dispute between my Lord Crewe and the 
chaplain, who is a good schoUer, but a nonconformist. 
Here this evening I spoke with Mrs. Carter, my old 
acquaintance, that hath lived with my Lady these 
twelve or thirteen years, the sinn of all whose discourse 
and others for her is, that I would get her a good hus- 
band ; which I have promised, but know not when I 
shall perform. After Mr. Carteret was carried to his 
chamber, we to prayers, and then to bed. 

17th. Up all of us, and to billiards; my Lady 
Wright, Mr. Carteret, myself, and every body. By 
and by, the young couple left together. Anon to 
dinner ; and after dinner Mr. Carteret took my advice 
about giving to the servants ,£10 among them, which 
he did, by leaving it to the chief man-servant, Mr. 
Medows, to do for himu Before we went, I took my Lady 
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Jem. apart^ and would know how she liked this gentle^ 
man^ and whether she was under any difficulty con- 
ceming him. She blushed^ and hid her face awhile ; 
but at last I forced her to tell me. She answered, that 
she could readily obey w^hat her father and mother had 
done ; which was all she could say, or I expect. But, 
Lord ! to see, among other things, how all these great 
people here are a&aid of London, being doubtful of 
anything that comes from thence, or that hath lately 
been there, that I was forced to say that I lived wholly 
at Woolwich. So anon took leave, and for London. 
In our way, Mr. Carteret did give me mighty thanks 
for my care and pains for him, and is mightily pleased, 
though the truth is, my Lady Jem. hath carried herself 
with mighty discretion and gravity, not being forward 
at all in any degree, but mighty serious in her answers 
to him, as, by what he says and I observed, I collect. 
To Deptford, where mighty welcome, and brought the 
good news of all being pleased. Mighty mirth at my 
giving them an account of all; but the yoimg man 
could not be got to say one word before me or my Lady 
Sandwich of his adventures ; but, by what he afterwards 
•related to his father and mother and sisters, he gives an 
account that pleases them mightily. Here Sir G. Car- 
teret would have me lie all night, which I did most 
nobly, better than ever I did in my life ; Sir G. Car- 
teret being mighty kind to me, leading me to my cham- 
ber; and all their care now is, to have the business 
ended, and they have reason, because the sickness puts 
all out of order, and they cannot safely stay where they 
are. 

ISth.^ To the 'Change, where a Uttle business, and a 
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very thin exchange ; and so walked dirough Lond(Mi 
to the Temple, where I took water for Westminster to 
the Duke of Albemarle, to wait on him, and so to 
Westminster Hall, and there paid for my news-books, 
and did give Mrs. Michell, who is going out of town 
because of the nckness, and her husband, a pint of 
wine. I was much troubled this day to hear, at West- 
minster, how the officers do bury the dead in the open 
Tuttle-fields, pretending want of room elsewhere; 
whereas the new chapel church-yard was walled-in at 
the publick charge in the last plague-time, merely for 
want of room ; and now none, but such as are able to 
pay dear for it, can be buried there. 

19th. To Deptford, where I find all full of joy, and 
preparing to go to Dagenhams to-morrow. 

20th. To Deptford, and after dinner saw my Lady 
Sandwich and Mr. Carteret and his two sisters over the 
water, going to Dagenhams, and my Lady Carteret to- 
ward Cranbume. Walked to Redriflfe, where I hear 
the sickness is, and indeed is scattered almost every 
where, there dying 1089 of the plague this week. 
My Lady Carteret did this day give me a bottle of 
plague-water home with me. I received yesterday a 
letter from my Lord Sandwich, giving me thanks for 
my care about their marriage business, and desiring it 
to be dispatched, that no disappointment may happen 
therein. Lord I to see how the plague spreads I it being 
now all over King's Streete, at the Axe, and next door 
to it, and in other places. 

21st To Anthony Joyce's, and there broke to him 
my desire to have Pall married to Harman, whose wife, 
poor woman, is lately dead, to my trouble, I loving her 
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very much, and he will consider itt Late in my cham* 
ber, setting some papers in order ; the plague growing 
very raging, and my apprehensions of it great 

22d. The Duke of Albemarle being gone to dinner 
to my Lord of Canterbury's, I thither, and there walked 
and viewed the new hall, a new old-fashioned hall, as 
much as possible — begun, and means left for the end- 
ing of it, by Bishop Juxon. To Fox-hall, where to the 
Spring garden ; but I do not see one guest there, the 
town being 80 empty of any body to come thither. 
Only, while I was there, a poor woman come to scold 
with the master of the house that a kinswoman, I think, 
of her's, that was nearly dead of the plague, might be 
buried in the church-yard; for, for her part, she should 
not be buried in the commons, as they said she should. 
I by coach home, not meeting with but two coaches and 
but two carts from White Hall to my own house, that 
I could observe, and the streets mighty thin of people. 
I met this noon with Dr. Burnett, who told me, and I 
find in the news-book this week that he posted upon 
the 'Change, that whoever did spread the report that, 
instead of [dying of] the plague, his servant was by 
him killed, it was forgery, and shewed me the acknow- 
ledgment of the Master of the pest-house, that his ser- 
vant died of a bubo on his right groine, and two spots 
on his right thigh, which is the plague. All the news 
is great : that we must of necessity fall out with France, 
for He will side with the Dutch against us. That 
Alderman Backewell is gone over, which indeed he is, 
with money, and that Ostend is in our present posses- 
sion. But it is strange to see how poor Alderman 
Backewell is like to be put to it in his absence, Mr. 

e2 
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Shaw^ his right hand^ being ilL And the Aldennan's 
absence gives doubts to people, and I perceive they arc^ 
in great straits for money, besides what Sir G. Carteret 
told me, about fourteen days ago. Our fleet, under my 
Lord Sandwich, being about the latitude 55^, which is^^ 
a great secret, to the Northward of the Texell. 

23rd. (Lord's day.) Called by Mr. Cutler, by ap- 
pointment, and with him, in his coach and four horses,^ 
over London Bridge to Kingston, a very pleasant 
journey, and to Hampton Court, where I followed the 
King to chapel, and there heard a good sermon ; and 
after sermon with my Lord Arlington, Sir Thomas 
Ingram, and others, spoke to the Duke about Tangiei^ 
but not to much purpose, I was not invited any where 
to dinner, though a stranger, which did also trouble 
me ; but yet I must remember it is a Court, and indeed 
where most are strangers : but, however. Cutler carried 
me to Mr. Marriott's, the house-keeper, and there we 
had a very good dinner and good company, among 
others LiUy, the painter. Thence to the counciU- 
chamber, but the council begun late to sit; so that 
when I got free, and come back to look for Cutler, he 
was gone with his coach, without leaving any word 
with anybody to tell me so ; so that I was forced with 
great trouble to walk up and down, looking of him, 
and^at last forced to get a boat to carry me to Kings- 
ton, and there, after eating a bit at a neat inne, which 
pleased me well, I took boat, and slept all the way, 
without intermission, from thence to Queenhithe, where, 
it being about two o'clock, too late and too soon to go 
home to bed, I lay and slept till about four. 

24tL Up and home, and there dressed myself, and 
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by appointment to Deptford, to Sir Gr. Carteret's, be- 
tween six and seven o'clock, where I found him and 
my Ijady ahnost ready, and by and by went over to the 
ferry, and took coach and six horses nobly for Dagen- 
hams, himself and lady, and their little daughter Loui- 
sonne and myself in the coach, where, when we come, 
we were bravely entertained, and spent the day most 
pleasantly with the young ladies, and I so merry as 
never more. With great content all the day, as I 
think I ever passed a day in my life, because of the 
contentfulness of our errand, and the nobleness of the 
company, and our manner of going. But I find Mr. 
Carteret as backward almost in his caresses as he was 
the first day. At night, about seven o'clock, took coach 
again ; but. Lord ! to see in what a pleasant humour 
Sir G. Carteret hath been both coming and going- — so 
light, so fond, so merry, so boyish, so much content he 
takes in this business — ^it is one of the greatest wonders 
I ever saw in my mind. In serious discourse he did 
say that, if he knew his son to be a debauchee, as many 
and most are now-a-days about the Court, he would 
tell it, and my Lady Jem. should not have him ; and so 
enlarged both he and she about the baseness and loose- 
ness of the Court, and told several stories of the Diike 
of Monmouth and Richmond, and some great person, 
tny Lord of Ormond's second son, married to a lady of 
extraordinary quality, fit, and that might have been 
made a wife for the King himself, about six months 
since ; and discoursed how much this would oblige the 
kingdom, if the King would banish some of these great 
persons publickly from the Court. We set out so late, 
that it grew dark, so as we doubted the losing of our 
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way : and a long time it was, or seemed, before we 
could get to the water-side, and that about eleven at 
night, where, when we come, all merry, we found no 
ferry-boat was there, nor no oares to carry us to Dept^ 
ford. However, afterwards oares was called &om the 
other side at Greenwich ; but, when it come, a frolick^ 
being mighty merry, took us, and there we would sleep 
all night in the coach in the Isle of Doggs : so we did^ 
there being now with us my Lady Scott; and with 
great pleasure drew up the glasses, and slept till day- 
light, and then some victuals and wine being brought 
us, we ate a bit, and so up and took boat, merry as 
might be ; and, when come to Sir G. Carteret's, there 
all to bed. 

25th. Our good humour in everybody continuing, I 
slept till seven o'clock. Sad the story of the plague in 
the City, it growing mightily. This day my Lord 
Brouncker did give me Grant's book upon the Bills of 
Mortality, new printed and enlarged. To my office: 
thence by coach to the Duke of Albemarle's, not meet- 
ing one coach, going nor coming. This day come a 
letter to me from Paris, from my Lord Hinchingbroke, 
about his coming over; and I have sent this night an 
order from the Duke of Albemarle for a ship of 36 
guns to go to Calais to fetch him. 

26th. To Greenwich, to the Park, where I heard the 
King and Duke are come by water this mom from 
Hampton Court. They asked me several questions* 
The King mightily pleased with his new buildings 
there. I followed them to Castle's ship, in building, 
and there met Sir W. Batten, and thence to Sir 
G* Carteret's, where all the morning with them ; they 
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not Iiaving any bat the Dnke of Monmouth, and Sir 
W. Killigrew,^ and one gentleman, and a page more. 
Great variety of talk, and was often led to speak to the 
King and Duke. By and by they to dinner, and all to 
dinner and sat down to the King, saving myself which, 
though I conld not in modesty expect, yet, Gk)d forgive 
my pride ! I was sorry I was there, that Sir W. Batten 
should say that he could sit down where I could not. 
The King having dined, he came down, and I went in 
the barge with him, I sitting at the door. Down to 
Woolwich, and there I just saw and kissed my vrife, 
and saw some of her painting, which is very curious ; 
and away again to the King, and back again with him 
in the barge, hearing him and the Duke talk, and seeing 
and observing their manner of discourse. And, God 
foi^ve me I though I admire them with all the duty 
possible, yet the more a man considers and observes 
them, the less he finds of difference between them and 
other men, though, blessed be Grodl they are both 
princes of great nobleness and spirits. The Duke of 
Monmouth is the most skittish leaping gallant that ever 
I saw, always in action, vaulting, or leaping, or clam- 
bering. Sad news of the death of so many in the parish 
of the plague, forty last night. The bell always going. 
To the Exchange, where I went up and sat talking 
with my beauty, Mrs. Batelier, a great while, who is 
indeed one of the finest women I ever saw in my life. 
This day poor Robin Shaw at Backewell's died, and 
Backewell himself now in Flanders. The King himself 
asked about Shaw, and being told he was dead, said he 
was very sorry for it. The sickness is got into our. 

^ Vice-Chamberlain to the Queen. 
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parish this week, and is got, indeed, every where ; so 
that I b^n to think of setting things in order, which 
I pray Gk)d enable me to put, both as to soul and body. 

27th. With Mr. Gauden to Hampton Court, where I 
saw the King and Queene set out towards Salisbury, and 
after them the Duke and Duchesse, whose hands I did 
kiss. And it was the first time I did ever, or did see any- 
body else, kiss her hand, and it was a most fine white and 
fat hand. But it was pretty to see the young, pretty 
ladies dressed like men, in velvet coats, caps with rib- 
bands, and with laced bands, just like men. Only the 
Duchesse herself it did not become. They gone, we, 
with great content, took coach again; and, hungry, 
come to Clapham about one o'clock, and Creed there, 
too, before us, where a good dinner, the house having, 
dined, and so to walk up and down in the gardens, 
mighty pleasant. By and by comes, by promise to me. 
Sir G. Carteret, and viewed the house above and 
below, and sat and drank there, and I had a little op- 
portunity to kiss and spend some time with the ladies 
above — ^his* daughter, a buxom lass, and his sister 
Fissant, a serious lady, and a little daughter of hers, 
that begins to sing prettily. Thence, with mighty 
pleasure, with Sir G. Carteret by coach, with great dis- 
course of kindness with him to my Lord Sandwich, and 
to me also ; and I every day see more good by the 
alliance — ^to half-way house, and so home, in my way 
being shown my cozen Patience's house, which seems,- 
at distance, a pretty house. At home met the weekly 
Bill, where above 100 encreased in the Bill ; and of 
them, in all, about 1700 of the plague, which hath 

^ Mr. Gauden*s. 
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made the officers this day resolve of sitting at Deptford, 
which puts me to some consideration what to do. 

28th. Set out with my Lady Sandwich all alone with 
her with six horses to Dagenhams ; going by water to 
the Ferry. And a pleasant going, and a good discourse ; 
and, when there, very merry, and the young couple 
now well acquainted. But, Lord ! to see in what fear 
all the people here do live. How they are afraid of us 
that come to them, insomuch that I am troubled at it, 
and wish myself away. But some cause they have; 
for the chaplain, with whom, but a week oi^ two ago, we 
were here mighty high disputing, is since fallen into a 
fever, and dead, being gone hence to a friend's a good 
way off. A sober and a healthful man. These con- 
siderations make us all hasten the marriage, and 
resolve it upon Monday next, which is three days before 
we intended it. 

29th. Up betimes, and, after viewing some of my 
wife's pictures, which now she is come to do very finely^ 
to the office. At noon to dinner, where I hear that my 
Will is come in thither, and laid down upon my bed, 
ill of the headache, which put me into extraordinary 
fear ; and I studied all I could to get him out of the 
house, and set my people to work to do it without dis- 
couraging him, and myself went forth to the Old 
Exchange to pay my fair Batelier for some linnen, and 
took leave of her, they breaking up shop for a while : 
and so by coach to Kate Joyce's, and there used all 
the vehemence and rhetorique I could to get her hus- 
band to let her go down to Brampton, but I could not 
prevail with him ; he urging some simple reasons, but 
most that of profit, minding the house, and the distance,. 
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if either of them should be ilL However, I did my 
best, and more than I had a mind to do, but that I saw 
him so resolved against it, while she was mightily 
troubled at it. At last, he yielded she should go to 
Windsor, to some friends there : so I took my leave 
of them, believing it is great odds that we ever all see 
one another again; for I dare not go any more to that 
end of the town. Will is gone to his lodging, and i^ 
likely to do well, it being only the head-ake. 

30tL (Lord's day.) Up, and in my night-gown, 
cap, and neckcloth, undressed, all day long — ^lost not a 
minute, but in my chamber, setting my Tangier accounts 
to rights. Will is very well again. It was a sad noise 
to hear our bell to toll and ring so often to-day, either 
for deaths or burials ; I think, five or six times. 

Slst. Up, and very betimes by six o'clock at Deptford, 
and there find Sir G. Carteret, and my Lady ready to 
go : I being in my new-coloured silk suit, and coat 
trimmed with gold buttons and gold broad lace round 
my hands, very rich and fine. By water to the Ferry, 
where, when we come, no coach there ; and tide of ebb 
so far spent as the horse-boat could not get off on the 
other side the river to bring away the coach. So we 
were fain to stay there in the unlucky Isle of Doggs, 
in a chill place, the morning cool, and wind fresh, above 
two, if not three hours, to our great discontent. Yefc 
being upon a pleasant errand, and seeing that it could 
not be helped, we did bear it very patiently ; and it 
was worth my observing to see how, upon these two 
scores. Sir G. Carteret, the most passionate man in the 
world, and that was in greatest haste to be gone, did 
bear with it, and very pleasant all the while, at least. 
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not troubled so much as to &et and stonn at it. Aaon 
the coach comes : in the mean time^ there coming a 
News thither with his horse to go over, that told us he 
did come from Islington this morning ; and that Proctor, 
the vintner, of the Miter, in Wood Street, and his son, 
are dead this morning there, of the plague : he haying 
laid out abundance of money there, and was the greatest 
vintner for some tune in London for great entertain- 
ments. We, fearing the canonicall hour would be past 
before we got thither, did, with a great deal of im- 
willingness, send away the licence and wedding-ring. 
So that when we come, though we drove hard with six 
horses, yet we foimd them gone from home ; and, going 
towards the church, met them coming from church, 
which troubled us. But, however, that trouble was 
soon over; hearing it was weU done: they being both 
in their old clothes : my Lord Crewe giving her, there 
being three coachfulls of them. The young lady mighty 
sad, which troubled me ; but yet I think it was only 
her gravity in a little greater degree than usual AU 
saluted her, but I did not, till my Lady Sandwich did 
ask me whetlier I had saluted her or no. So to dinner, 
and very merry we were ; but in such a sober way as 
never almost any thing was in so great families : but it 
was much better. After dinner company divided, some 
to cards, others to talk. My Lady Sandwich and I 
up to settle accounts, and pay her some money. And 
mighty kind she is to me, and would fain have had me 
gone down for company with her to Hinchingbroke ; 
but for my life I cannot. At night to supper, and so 
to talk ; and which, methought, was the most extraor- 
dinary thing, all of us to prayers as usual, and the 
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young bride and bridegroom too : and so, after prayersj 
soberiy to bed ; only I got into the bridegroom's chamr 
ber while he imdressed himself, and there was very 
merry, till he was called to the bride's chamber, and 
into bed they went. I kissed the bride in bed, and so 
the curtaines drawne with the greatest gravity that 
could be, and so good night But the modesty and 
gravity of this business was so decent, that it was to me 
indeed ten times more delightful than if it had been 
twenty times more merry and jovial. Whereas, I 
feared we must have sat up all night, we did here all 
get good beds, and I lay in the same I did before, 
with Mr. Brisband, who is a good scholar and sober 
man ; and we lay in bed, getting him to give me an 
account of Rome, which is the most delightfull talk a 
man can have of any traveller : and so to sleep. Thus, 
I ended this month with the greatest joy that ever I 
did any in my life, because I have spent the greatest 
part of it with abundance of joy, and honour, and 
pleasant journeys, and brave entertainments, and with- 
out cost of money ; and at last live to see the business 
ended with great content on all sides. This evening 
with Mr. Brisband, speaking of enchantments and 
spells, I telling him some of my charmes ; he told me 
this, of his own knowledge, at Bourdeaux, in France. 
The words were these : — 

Voyci un Corps mort, 

Boyde come un Baston, 

Froid comme Martre, 

Leger come un Esprit, 

Levons te au nom de Jesus Christ. 

He saw four little girls, very young ones — ^all kneel- 
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ing, each of them, upon one knee ; and one begun the 
first line, whispering in the eare of the next, and the 
second to the third, and the third to the fourth, and 
she to the first. Then the first begun the second line, 
and so round quite through; and, putting each one 
finger only to a boy that lay flat upon his back on the 
ground, as if he was dead ; at the end of the words, 
they did with their four fingers raise this boy as high 
as they could reach ; and Mr. Bnsband, being there, 
and wondering at it, as also being afraid to see it, for 
they would have had him to have bore a part in saying 
the words, in the room of one of the little girls that 
was so yoimg that they could hardly make her learn to 
repeat the words, did, for fear there might be some 
slight used in it by the boy, or that the boy might be 
light, caU the cook of the house, a very lusty fellow, 
as Sir G. Carteret's cook, who is very big : and they 
did raise him just in the same manner. This is one of 
the strangest things I ever heard, but he tells it me of 
his own knowledge, and I do heartily believe it to be 
true. I enquired of him whether they were Pro- 
testant or Catholique girles ; and he told me they were 
Protestant, which made it the more strange to me. 
Thus we end this month, as I said, after the greatest 
glut of content that ever I had ; only under some diflS- 
culty because of the plague, which grows mightily upon 
us, the last week being about 1700 or 1800 of the 
plague. My Lord Sandwich at sea with a fleet of 
about 100 sail, to the Northward, expecting De Ruyter, 
or the Dutch East India fleet My Lord Hinching- 
broke coming over from France, and will meet his 
sister at Scott's-hall. Myself having obliged both the§e 
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families in this business very much; as both my Lady 
and Sir G. Carteret and his Lady do confess exceed- 
ingly^ and the latter do abo now call me cozen^ which I 
am glad of. So God preserve us aU friends long, and 
continue health among us I 

August 1st. Lay long ; then up, and my Lord Crewe 
and Sir G. Carteret being gone abroad, I first to see the 
bridegroom and bride, and found them both up, and he 
gone to dress himself. Thence down, and Mr. Brisband 
and I to billiards : anon come my Lord and Sir G. 
Carteret in, who have been looking abroad and visiting 
some farms that Sir G. Carteret hath thereabouts^ 
and, among other things, report the greatest stories of 
the bigness of the calfes they find there, ready to sell 
to the butchers — as big, they say, as little cowes, and 
that they do give them a piece of chalke to licke, which 
they hold makes them white in the flesh within. About 
five o'clock. Sir G. Carteret, and his lady, and I, took 
coach with the greatest joy : drove hard, and it was 
night ere we got to Deptford, where, with much kind- 
ness from them to me, I left them, and home to the 
office, where I find all welL 

2nd. Up, it being a public fast, as being the first 
Wednesday of the month, for the plague ; within doors 
aU day, and upon my monthly accounts late. I did 
find myself really worth ,£1,900, for which the great 
God of Heaven and Earth be praised I 

Srd. Up, and betimes to Deptford to Sir G. Carteret's, 
where, not knowing the horse which had been hired by 
Mr. Unthwayt for me, I did desire Sir G. Carteret to 
let me ride his new £4:0 horse ; and so to the ferry, 
where I was forced to stay a great while before I could 
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get my horse brought over, and then mounted, and 
jode very finely to Dagenhams ; all the way, people, 
•citizens, walking to and fro, enquire how the plague is 
in the City this week by the Bill ; which, by chance, 
at Greenwich, I had heard was 2020 of the plague, 
and 3000 and odd, of all diseases; but methought it 
was a sad question to be so often asked me. Coming 
to Dagenhams, I there met our company coming out 
of the house, having staid as long aa they could for me ; 
80 I let them go a little way before, and went and took 
leave of my Lady Sandwich, good woman, who seems 
very sensible of my service, in this late business, and 
having her directions in some things — among others, 
to get Sir G. Carteret and my Lord to settle the por- 
tion, and what Sir G. Carteret is to settle, into land, 
soon as may be, she not liking it should lie long undone, 
for fear of death on either side. So took leave of her, 
and down to the buttery, and eat a piece of cold venison 
pie, and drank, and took some bread and cheese in my 
hand; and so mounted after them, Mr. Marr very 
kindly staying to lead me the way. By and by met 
my Lord Crewe returning ; Mr. Marr telling me, by 
the way, how a maid servant of Mr. John Wright's, 
who lives thereabouts, falling sick of the plague, she 
was removed to an out-house, and a nurse appointed to 
look to her; who, being once absent, the maid got out 
of the house at the window, and run away. The nurse 
coming and knocking, and, having no answer, believed 
she was dead, and went and told Mr. Wright so ; who 
and his lady were in great straight what to do to get 
her buried. At last, resolved to go to Bumtwood,^ hard 

^ Brentwood, 
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by, being in the parish, and there get people to do it. 
But they would not : so he went home full of trouble, 
and in the way met the wench walking over the com- 
mon, which frighted him worse than before ; and was 
forced to send people to take her, which he did ; and 
they got one of the pest-coaches, and put her into it, to 
carry her to a pest-house. And, passing in a narrow 
lane. Sir Anthony Browne,^ with his brother and some 
friends in the coach, met this coach with the curtains 
drawn dose. The brother, being a young man, and 
believing there might be some lady in it that would not 
be seen, and the way being narrow, he thrust his head 
out of his own into her coach, and to look, and there saw 
somebody looking very ill, and in a silk dress, and stunk 
mightily; which the coachman also cried out upon. 
And presently they come up to some people that stood 
looking after it, and told our gallants that it was a 
maid of Mr. Wright's carried away sick of the plague ; 
which put the young gentleman into a firight had ahnost 
cost him his life, but is now well again. I, oyertaking 
our young people, 'light, and into the coach to them, 
where mighty merry all the way ; and anon come to 
the Blockehouse, over against Gravesend, where we 
staid a great while, in a little drinking-house. Sent 
back our coaches to Dagenhams. I, by and by, by 
boat to Gravesend, where no news of Sir G. Carteret 
come yet: so back again, and fetched them all oyer, 
but the two saddle-horses that were to go with us, 
which could not be brought over in the horse-boat, the 
wind and tide being against us, without towing ; so we 
had some difference with some watermen, who would 
^ He commanded a troop of horse in the Train-bands, 1662. 
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not tow them over under 20^., whereupon I swore to 
send one of them to sea, and will do it. Anon some 
others did it for 10«. By and by comes Sir G. Carteret, 
and so we set out for Chatham : in my way overtaking 
some company, wherein was a lady, very pretty, riding 
singly, her husband in company with her. We fell into 
talk, and I read a copy of verses, which her husband 
showed me, and he discommended ; but the lady com- 
mended : and I read them, so as to make the husband 
turn and conmiend them. By and by he and I fell 
into acquaintance, having known me formerly at the 
Exchequer. His name is Nokes, ove^-against Bow 
Church. He was servant to Alderman Dashwood. We 
promised to meet, if ever we come both to London 
again; and, at parting, I had a fair salute on horseback, 
in Rochester streets, of the lady. My Lady Carteret 
come to Chatham in a coach, by herself, before us. 
Great mind they have to buy a little hacquenee that I 
rode on from Greenwich, for a woman's horse. 

4th. Up by five o'clock, and by six walked out alone, 
with my Lady Slaning, to the Docke Yard, where 
walked up and down, and so to Mr. Pett's, who led us 
into his garden, and there the lady, the best-humoured 
woman in the world, and a devout woman, I having 
spied her on her knees half an hour this morning in her 
chamber, clambered up to the top of the banquetting* 
house, to gather nuts; and so to the Hill^house, to 
breakfast, and mighty merry. Then they took coach, 
and Sir G. Carteret kissed me himself heartily, and my 
Lady several times, with great kindness, and then the 
young ladies, and so, with much joy, bade " God be 
with you !" and an end, I think, it will be to my mirth 

VOL. III. F 
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for a great while, it having been the passage of my 
whole life the most pleasing for the time, considering 
the quality and nature of the business, and my noble 
usage in the doing of it, and very many fine journys, 
entertainments, and great company. So home, and 
found all things well, and letters that my Lord Hinch- 
ingbroke is arrived at Dover, and would be at Scott's 
hall this night, where the whole company will meet. 
I wish myself with them. 

5th. In the morning up, and my wife showed me 
several things of her doing, especially one fine woman's 
Persian head, mighty finely done; beyond what I 
could expect of her: and so away by water, having 
orderedinthe yard six or eight bargemen to be whipped, 
who had last night stolen some of the Eang's cordage 
from out of the yard. De Kuyter is come home, with 
all his fleet, which is very iU news. I am told of a 
great ryott upon Thursday last in Cheapeside ; Colonel 
Danvers, a delinquent, having been taken, and in his 
way to the Tower was rescued from the captain of the 
guard, and carried away; one only of the rescuers 
being taken. 

7th. Talking with Mrs. Pegg Pen, and looking over 
her pictures, and commended them; but. Lord! so 
far short of my wife's as no comparison. Comes Kayner, 
the boat-maker, about some business, and brings a piece 
of plate with him, which I refused. He gone, then 
comes Luellin, about Mr. Deering's business of planke, 
to have the contract perfected, and offers me twenty 
pieces in gold, but I refiised it. 

8th. To my oflice a little, and then to the Duke of 
Albemarle's about some business. The streets empty 
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all the way^ now^ even in London, which is a sad sight. 
And to Westminster Hall, where talking, hearing very 
sad stories from Mrs. Mumford ; among others, of Mr. 
Mitchell's son's family. And poor WilL, that used to 
sell us ale at the Hall-door, his wife and three children 
died, all, I think, in a day. So home, through the 
City again, wishing I may have taken no ill in going ; 
but I will go, I think, no more thither. The news of 
De Kuyter's coming home is certain ; and told to the 
great disadvantage of our fleet, and the praise of De 
Ruyter ; but it cannot be helped. 

lOth. My she-cosen Porter, the turner's wife, to teU 
me that her husband was carried to the Tower, for 
buying of some of the King's powder, and would have 
my help, but I could give her none, not daring to 
appear in the business. By and by to the office, 
where we sat all the morning ; in great trouble to see 
the Bill this week rise so high, to above 4000 in all, 
and of them above 3000 of the plague. Home, to 
draw over anew my will, which I had bound myself by 
oath to dispatch by to-morrow night ; the town growing 
80 unhealthy, that a man cannot depend upon living 
two days. 

11 tL To the Exchequer, about striking new tallys, 
and I find the Exchequer, by proclamation, removing 
to Nonesuch. Setting my house, and all things, in 
the best order I can, lest it should please God to take 
me away, or force me to leave my house. 

12th. Sent for by Sir G. Carteret, to meet him and 
my Lord Hinchingbroke at Deptford, but my Lord did 
not come thither, he being crossed the river at Graves- 
end to Dagenhams, whither I dare not follow him, they 

r 2 
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being afiraid of me ; but Sir G. Carteret says, he is a 
most sweet youth In every circumstance. Sir Gr. Car- 
teret being in haste of going to the Duke of Albemarle 
and the Archbishop, he was pettish. The people die 
so, that now it seems they are fain to carry the dead to 
be buried by daylight, the nights not sufficing to do it 
in. And my Lord Mayor commands people to be 
within at nine at night all, as they say, that the sick 
may have liberty to go abroad for ayre. There is one 
also dead out of one of our ships at Deptford, which 
troubles us mightily — ^the Providence, fire-ship, which 
was just fitted to go to sea; but they tell me, to-day, 
no more sick on board. And this day W. Bodham 
tells me that one is dead at Woolwich, not far from the 
Rope-yard. I am told, too, that a wife of one of the 
groomes at Court is dead at Salisbury; so that the 
King and Qiieene are speedily to be all gone to Milton^ 
So God preserve us ! 

13th. (Lord's day.) It being very wet all day, 
clearing all matters, and giving instructions in writing 
to my executors, thereby perfecting the whole business 
of my will, to my very great joy ; so that I shall be in 
much better state of soul, I hope, if it should please the 
Lord to call me away this sickly time. I find myself 
worth, besides Brampton estates, the sum of ,£2,164, 
for which the Lord be praised ! 

14th. To Sir G. Carteret ; and, among other things, 
he told me, that he was not for the fanfaroone, to make 
a show with a great title, as he might have had long 
since, but the main thing, to get an estate ; and another 
thing, speaking of minding of business — ** By G — d," 
says he, ^^ I will, and have already almost brought it to 
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that pass^ that the King shall not be able to whip a 
cat, but I mean to be at the tayle of it T meaning, so 
necessary he is, and the King and my Lord Treasurer 
all do confess it, which, whHe I mind my business, is 
my own case in this office of the Navy. After dinner, 
beat Captain Cocke at billiards ; won about Ss, of him 
and my Lord Brouncker. This night I did present my 
wife with a dyamond ring, awhile since given me by 
Mr, Vines's brother, for helping him to be a purser, 
valued at about <£^10, the first thing of that nature I 
did give her. Great fears we have that the plague will 
be a great Bill this week. 

15th. It was dark before I could get home, and so 
land at Church-yard stairs, where, to my great trouble, 
I met a dead corps of the plague, in the narrow ally, 
just bringing down a little pair of stairs. But I thank 
God I was not much disturbed at it. However, I shall 
beware of being late abroad again. 

16tL To the Exchange, where I have not been a 
great while. But, Lord I how sad. a sight it is to see 
the streets empty of people, and very few upon the 
'Change I Jealous of every door that one sees shut up, 
lest it should be the plague ; and about us two shops in 
three, if not more, generally shut up. This day, I had 
the ill news from Dagenhams, that my poor Lord of 
BLinchingbroke his indisposition is turned to the small- 
pox. Poor gentleman ! that he shotdd be come from 
France so soon to fall sick, and of that disease too, 
when he should be gone to see a fine lady, his mistress I 
I am most heaxtily sorry for it. 

18th. To Sheemesse, where we walked up and down, 
laying out the ground to be taken in for a yard to lay 
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provisions for cleaning and repidring of ships, and a 
most proper place it is for the purpose. Late in the 
dark to Gravesend, where great is the plague, and I 
troubled to stay there so long for the tide. 

19th. Come letters from the King and Lord Arling- 
ton, for the removal of our office to Greenwich. I also 
wrote letters, and made myself ready to go to Sir 
G. Carteret, at Windsor ; and, having borrowed a horse 
of Mr. Blackbrough, sent him to wait for me at the 
Duke of Albemarle's door: when, on a sudden, a letter 
comes to us from the Duke of Albemarle, to tell us that 
the fleet is all come back to Solebay, and are presently 
to be dispatched back again. Whereupon I presently 
by water to the Duke of Albemarle, to know what 
news; and there I saw a letter from my Lord Sandwich 
to the Duke of Albemarle, and also from Sir W. Coven- 
try and Captain Teddiman ; how my Lord having com- 
manded Teddiman, with twenty-two ships, of which but 
fifteen could get thither, and of those fifteen but eight 
or nine could come up to play, to go to Beigen; 
where, after several messages to and from the Governor 
of the Castle, urging that Teddiman ought not to come 
thither with more than five ships, and desiring time to 
think of it, all the while he sufiering the Dutch ships to 
land their guns to the best advantage, Teddiman, on 
the second pretence, began to* play at the Dutch ships, 
whereof ten East India-men, and in three hours' time, 
the town and castle, without any provocation, playing 
on our ships, they did cut all our cables, so as the wind 
being off the land, did force us to go out, and rendered 
our fire-ships useless, without doing any thing, but 
what hurt of course our girns must have done them : 
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we haying lost fiye commanders, besides Mr. Edward 
Montagu and Mr. Windham. Our fleet is come home, 
to oxir great grief, with not above five weeks' dry and 
six days' wet provisions : however, must go out again ; 
and the Duke hath ordered the Soveraigne, and all 
other ships ready, to go out to the fleet and strengthen 
them. This news troubles us all, but cannot be helped. 
Having read all this news, and received commands of 
the Duke with great content, he giving me the words 
which, to my great joy, he hath several timqs said to me, 
that his greatest reliance is upon me; and my Lord 
Craven also did come out to talk with me, and told me 
that I am in mighty esteem with the Duke, for which 
I bless God Home; and having given my fellow- 
officers an account hereof at Chatham, and wrote 
other letters, I by water to Charing-Cross, to the 
post-house, and there the people tell me they are shut 
up ; and so I went to the new post-house, and there 
got a guide and horses to Hoimslow. So to Staines, 
and there, by this time, it was dark night, and got a 
guide, who lost his way in the forest, till, by help of 
the moone, which recompences me for all the pains I 
ever took about studying of her motions, I led my guide 
into the way back again ; and so we made a man rise 
that kept a gate, and so he carried us to Cranbome,^ 
where, in the dark, I perceive an old house new build- 
ing, with a great deal of rubbish, and was fain to go up 
a ladder to Sir G. Carteret's chamber. And there, in 
his bed, I sat down, and told him all my bad news, 
which troubled him mightily ; but yet we were very 
merry, and made the best of it; and being myself 
^ One of the Lodges belonging to the Crown in Windsor Forest 
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weary, did take leave ; and, after having spoken with 
Mr. Fenn^ in bed, I to bed in my Lady's chamber that 
she uses to lie in, where the Duchesse of York, that now 
is, was bom. So to sleep; being very well, but weary, 
and the better by having carried with me a bottle of 
strong water; whereof, now and then, a sip did me 
good. 

20th. (Lord's day.) Sir G. Carteret come and 
walked by my bedside half an hour, talking, and telling 
how my Lord is unblameable in all this ill success, he 
having followed orders ; and that all ought to be im- 
puted to the falseness of the King of Denmarke, who, 
he told me as a secret, had promised to deliver up the 
Dutch ships to us ; and we expected no less ; and swears 
it will, and will easily, be the ruin of him and his 
kingdom, if we fall out with him, as we must in honour 
do ; but that all that can be, must be to get the fleet 
out again, to intercept De Witt, who certainly will be 
coming home with the East Lidia fleet, he being gone 
thither. I up, and to walk forth to see the place; 
and I find it to be a very noble seat in a noble forest, 
with the noblest prospect towards Windsor, and round 
about over many countys, that can be desired; but 
otherwise a very melancholy place, and little variety, 
save only trees. So took horse for Stains, and thence 
to Branford, to Mr. Povy's. Mr. Povy not being at 
home, I lost my labour — only eat and drank there with 
his lady, and told my bad news, and hear the plague is 
round about them there. So away to Branford; and 
there, at the inn that goes down to the water-side, I 

^ Nicholas Fenne is mentioned as a Commissioner of the Vic- 
tualling Office, 1683. Pepys's MS. Letters, 
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light and paid off my poet-hoisesy and so alipped on my 
shoes, and Liid my things by, the tide not serving, and 
to chnrch, where a dull sermon^ and many Londoners. 
After chorch^ to my inn, and eat and drank, and so 
about seyen o'clock by water, and got, between nine 
and ten, to Queenhive,' very dark; and I could not get 
my waterman to go elsewhere, for fear of the plague. 
Thence with a lanthom, in great fear of meeting of 
dead corpses, carrying to be buried; but, blessed be 
God I met none, but did see now and then a link, which 
is the mark of them, at a distance. 

2l8t. Called up, by message from my Lord Brouncker, 
and the rest of diy fellows, that they will meet me at 
the Duke of Albemarle's this morning: so I up, and 
weary, however, got thither before them, and spoke 
with my Lord, and with him and other gentlemen to 
walk in the Parke, where, I perceive, he spends much 
of his time, having no whither else to go : and here I 
heard him speak of some Presbyter people that he 
caused to be apprehended yesterday, at a private meet- 
ing in Covent Garden, which he would have released 
upon paying £^ per man for the poor, but it was 
answered, they would not pay anything : so he ordered 
them to another prison &om the guard. By and by 
comes my fellow-officers, and the Duke walked in, and 
to counsel with us ; and that being done, we parted, and 
Sir W. Batten [and] I to the office, where, after busi- 
ness, I to his house to dinner, whither comes Captain 
Cocke, for whose epicurism a dish of partridges was sent 
for. Thence to my Lord Brouncker, at Greenwich, to 
look after the lodgings appointed for us there for our 

^ Queenhithe. 
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office^ which do by no means please us ; they being in 
the heart of all the labourers and workmen there^ which 
makes it as unsafe as to be, I think, at London. Mr. 
Hugh May,^ who is a most ingenuous man, did show us 
the lodgings, and his acquaintance I am desirous of. 
Messengers went to get a boat for me, to carry me to 
Woolwich, but all to no purpose : so I was forced to 
walk it in the dark, at ten o'clock at night, with Sir 
J. Minnes's George with me, being mightily troubled 
for fear of the doggs at Coome farme, and more for fear 
of rogues by the way, and yet more because of the 
plague which is there, which is yery strange, it being a 
single house, all alone from the town, but it seems they 
use to admit beggars, for their own safety, to lie in 
their bams, and they brought it to them. To my wife, 
and having first viewed her last piece of drawing since 
I saw her, which is seven or eight days, which pleases 
me beyond anything in the world, to bed, with great 
content, but weary. , 

22nd. Up, and being importuned by my wife and her 
two maids, which are both good wenches, for me to buy 
a necklace of pearl for her, and I promising to give her 
one of £60 in two years at furthest, and less if she 
pleases me in her painting. I went away, and walked 
to Greenwich, in my way seeing a coffin with a dead 
body therein, dead of the plague, lyiag in an open 
close belonging to Coome farme, which was carried out 
last night, and the parish have not appointed any body 
to bury it; but only set a watch there all day and 

^ Supposed to be Baptist May*8 brother. He was an architect 
of some note, and Comptroller of the Works at Windsor Castle. 
Ob, 1684. There is a portrait of him, by Lely, at Audley End, 
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nighty that nobody should go thither or come thence » 
this disease making us more cruel to one another than 
we are to dogs. Walked to Bedrifie, troubled to go 
through the little lane where the plague is, but did, and 
took water and home, where all well. 

23rd. Busy writing letters, and received a very kind 
and good one from my Lord Sandwich, of his arrival 
with the fleet at Solebay, and the joy he had of my 
late news he met with, of the marriage of my Lady 
Jemimah ; and he tells me more, the good news that all 
our ships, which were in such danger that nobody would 
insure upon them, from the Eastland, were all safe 
anived. 

25tL This day I am told that Dr. Burnett, my. 
physician, is this morning dead of the plague; which is 
strange, his man dying so long ago, and his house this 
month open again. Now himself dead. Poor unfor- 
tunate man I 

26th. With Mr. Andrews and Mr. Yeabsly, talking 
about their business. We parted at my Lord Brounck- 
er^s door, where I went in, having never been there 
before, and there he made a noble entertainment (of 
Sir J. Minnes, myself, and Captain Cocke, none else, 
saving some painted lady that dined there : I know not 
who she is.^ But very merry we were, and after dinner 
into the garden, and to see his and her chamber, where 
some good pictures, and a very handsome young woman 
for my Lady's woman. By water home, in my way 
seeing a man taken up dead, out of the hold of a small 
catch that lay at Deptford. I doubt it might be the 
plague, which, with the thought of Dr. Burnett, did 
^ Mrs. Williams, frequently mentioned afterwards. 
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something disturb me. So home^ sooner than ordinary, 
and, after supper, to read melancholy alone, and then 
to bed. 

28tL To Mr. Colvill, the goldsmith's, having not for 
some days been in the streets ; but now how few people 
I see, and those looking like people that had taken 
leave of the world. To the Exchange, and there was 
not fifty people upon it, and but few more like to be, 
as they told me. I think to take adieu to-day of the 
London streets. In much the best posture I ever was 
in, in my life, both as to the quantity and the certainty 
I have of the money I am worth ; having most of it in 
my hand. But then this is a trouble to me what to dp 
with it, being myself this day going to be wholly at 
Woolwich ; but, for the present, I am resolved to venture 
it in an iron chest — at least, for a while. Just now comes 
news that the fleete is gone, or going this day, out again, 
for which God be praised ! and my Lord Sandwich hath 
<}one himself great right in it, in getting so soon out 
again. I met my wife walking to the water-side, with 
her painter, Mr. Browne, and her maids. There I met 
Commissioner Pett, /md my Lord Broimcker, and the 
lady at his house had been there to-day, to see her. 

29th. To Greenwich, and called at Sir Theophilus 
Biddulph's, a sober, discreet man, to discourse of the 
preventing of the plague in Greenwich, and Woolwich, 
and Deptford, where in every place it begins to grow 
very great. 

30th. Abroad, and met with Hadley, our clerke, who, 
upon my asking how the plague goes, told me it en- 
creases much, and much in our parish; for, says he, 
there died nine this week, though I have returned but 
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six : which is a very ill practice, and makes me think it 
is so in other places; and therefore the plague much 
greater than people take it to be. I went forth, and 
walked towards Moorefields to see, God forgiye my 
presumption! whether I could see any dead corpse 
going to the grave; but, as God would have it, did not 
But, Lord I how every body's looks, and discourse in 
the street, is of death, and nothing else ; and few people 
going up and down, that the town is like a place dis- 
tressed and forsaken. 

Slst. Up : and, after putting several things in order 
to my removal, to Woolwich ; the plague having a great 
encrease this week, beyond all expectation, of almost 
2000, makiog the general Bill 7000, odd 100; and the 
plague above 6000. Thus this month ends with great 
madness upon the publick, through the greatness of the 
plague every where through the kingdom almost. 
Every day sadder and sadder news of its encrease. In 
the City died this week 7496, and of them 6102 of the 
plague. But it is feared that the true niunber of the 
dead this week is near 10,000; partly from the poor 
that cannot be taken notice of, through the greatness of 
the number, and partly from the Quakers and others 
that will not have any bell ring for them. Our fleet 
gone out to find the Dutch, we having about 100 sail 
in our fleet, and in them the Soveraigne one ; so that 
it is a better fleet than the former with which the Duke 
was. All our fear is, that the Dutch should be got in 
before them ; which would be a very great sorrow to 
the publick, and to me particularly, for my Lord Sand- 
wich's sake: a great deal of money being spent, and 
the kingdom not in a condition to spare, nor a parlia- 
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ment, without much difficulty to meet, to give more. 
And to that ; to have it said, what hath been done by 
our late fleets ? As to myself, I am very well, only in 
fear of the plague, and as much of an ague, by being 
forced to go early and late to Woolwich, and my family 
to lie there continually. My late gettings have been 
very great, to my great content, and am likely to have 
yet a few more profitable jobbs in a little while; for which 
Tangier and Sir W. Warren I am wholly obliged to. 

September 1st. At the Duke of Albemarle's I over- 
heard some examinations of the late plot that is dis- 
coursed of, and a great deal of do there is about it. 
Among other discourses, I heard read an examinaiioti 
and discourse of Sir Philip Howard's,* with one of the 
plotting party. These words being, " Then said Sir 
P. Howard, * If you so come over to the Eang, and be 
faithAil to him, you shall be maintained, and be set up 
with a horse and armes,' " and I know not what. And 
then said such a one, "Yes, I will be true to the 
King." And thus I believe twelve times Sir P. Howard 
answered him a damn me, which was a fine way of 
rhetorique to persuade a Quaker or Anabaptist from 
his persuasion. And this was read in the hearing of 
Sir P. Howard, before the Duke and twenty more 
officers, and they made sport of it, only without any 
reproach, or he being anything ashamed of it. But the 
plotter did at last bid them remember that he had not 
told them what King he would be faithful to. 

3rd. (Lord's day.) Up, and put on my coloured 

* Seventh son of Thomas Howard, first Earl of Berkshire, the 
direct ancestor of the present Earl of Suffolk, to whom both the 
titles descended. 
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silk suit very fine, and my new periwigg, bought a 
good while since, but durst not wear, because the 
plague was in Westminster when I bought it ; and it 
is a wonder what will be the fashion after the plague is 
done, as to periwiggs, for nobody will dare to buy any 
haire, for fear of the infection, that it had been cut off 
the heads of people dead of the plague. I took my 
Lady Fen home, and her daughter Pegg; and, after 
dinner, I made my wife show them her pictures, which 
did mad Pegg Pen, who learns of the same man. My 
Lord Brouncker, Sir J. Minnes, and I, up to the Vestry 
at the desire of the Justices of the Peace, in order to 
the doing something for the keeping of the plague from 
growing ; but. Lord I to consider the madness of people 
of the town, who will, because they are forbid, come in 
crowds along with the dead corpses to see them buried; 
but we agreed on some orders for the prevention thereof. 
Among other stories, one was very passionate, me- 
thought, of a complaint brought against a man in the 
town, for taking a child from London from an infected 
house. Alderman Hooker told us it was the child of a 
very able citizen in Gracious Street, a saddler, who had 
buried all the rest of his children of the plague, and 
himself and wife now being shut up in despair of 
escaping, did desire only to save the life of this little 
child; and so prevailed to have it received stark-naked 
into the arms of a friend, who brought it, having put it 
into new fresh clothes, to Greenwich; where, upon 
hearing the story, we did agree it should be permitted 
to be received and kept in the town. By water to 
Woolwich, in great apprehensions of an ague. Here 
was my Lord Brouncker's lady of pleasure, who, I 
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perceive, goes everywhere with him ; and he, I find, is 
obliged to carry her, and make all the courtship to her 
that can be. 

4tlL Walked home, my Lord Brouncker giving me a 
very neat cane to walk with ; but it troubled me to 
pass by Coome farme, where about twenty-one people 
have died of the plague. 

5tL After dinner, comes Colonel Blunt, in his new 
chariot made with springs; as that was of wicker, 
wherein a while since we rode at his house. And he 
hath rode, he says, now his journey, many miles in it 
with one horse, and out-drives any coach, and out-goes 
any horse, and so easy, he says. So, for curiosity, I 
went into it to try it, and up the hill ^ to the heath,' and 
over the cart-ruts, and found it pretty well, but not so 
easy as he pretends. 

6th. To London, to pack up more things ; and there 
I saw fires burning in the street, as it is through the 
whole City, by the Lord Mayor's order. Thence by 
water to the Duke of Albemarle's : all the way fires on 
each side of the Thames, and strange to see in broad 
daylight two or three burials upon the Bankside, one 
at the very heels of another: doubtless, all of the 
plague; and yet at least forty or fifty people going 
along with every one of them. The Duke mighty 
pleasant with me ; telling me that he is certainly in- 
formed that the Dutch were not come home upon the 
Ist instant, and so he hopes our fleet may meet with 
them. 

7th. To the Tower, and there sent for the Weekly 
Bill, and find 8252 dead in all, and of them 6978 of the 
» Shooters' HiU. ' Blackheath. 
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plague ; which is a most dreadftil number, and shows 
reason to fear that the plague hath got that hold that 
it will yet continue among us. Thence to Branford, 
j-eading "The Villaine," a pretty good play, all the 
way. There a coach of Mr. Povy's stood ready for 
me, and he at his house ready to come in, and so we 
together merrily to Swakely,* to Sir R. Viner's: a 
very pleasant place, bought by him of Sir James Har- 
rington's lady. He took us up and down with great 
respect, and showed us all his house and grounds ; and 
it is a place not very modeme in the garden nor house, 
but the most imiforme in all that ever I saw; and some 
things to excess. Pretty to see over the screene of the 
haU; put up by Sir J. Harrington, a Long Parliament- 
man, the King's head, and my Lord of Essex ^ on one 
side, and Fairfax on the other; and, upon the other 
side of the screene, the parson of the parish, and the 
lord of the manor and his sisters; The window-cases, 
door-cases, and chimnys of all the house are marble. 
He showed me a black boy that he had, that died of a 
consumption; and, being dead, he caused him to be 
dried in an oven, and Ues there entire in a box. By 
and by to dinner, where his lady I find yet handsome, 

^ Swakeley House, in the parish of Ickenham, Middlesex, <<was 
built in 1638, by Sir Edmund Wright, whose daughter marrying 
Sir James Harrington, one of Charles I/s judges, he became pos- 
sessed of it, jure uxoris. Sir Robert Yyner, Bart., to whom the 
property was sold in 1665, entertained Charles IE. at Guildhall, 
when Lord Mayor. The house was lately the residence of Thomas 
Clarke, Esq., whose father, in 1750, bought the estate of Mr. 
Lethieullier, to whom it had been alienated by the Yyner family. 
— Lyson's Environs, 

* The Parliament General. 

VOL. in. G 
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but hath been a very handsome woman: now is old* 
Hath brought him near <f 100^000, and now he lives, 
no man in England in greater plenty, and commands 
both King and Coimcil with his credit he gives them. 
After dinner. Sir Kobert led us up to his long gallery^ 
very fine, above stairs, and better, or such, ftimiture I 
never did see. A most pleasant journey we had back. 
Povy tells me, by a letter he showed me, that the King 
is not, nor hath been of late, very weO, but quite out of 
humour; and, as some think, in a consumption, and 
weary of every thing. He showed me my Lord 
Arlington's house^ that He was bom in, in a towne called 
Harlington : and so carried me through a most pleasant 
country to Branford, and there put me into my boat, 
and good night. So I wrapped myself warm, and by 
water got to Woolwich, about one in the morning. 

9tlL To my Lord Brouncker's, all of us, to dinner, 
where a good venison pasty, and mighty merry. Here 
was Sir W. Doyly,* lately come from Ipswich about the 
sick and woimded, and Mr. Evelyn and Captain Cocke. 
My wife also was sent for by my Lord Brouncker, and 
was here. After dinner, my Lord and his mistress 
would see her home again, it being a most rainy afkei^ 

^ Dawley House, near Hounslow, long the seat of the Bennet 
family. Harlington, in which parish it is situated, gave the title 
of Baron and Earl to Sir Henry Bennet; the aspirate being 
dropped. The mansion was alienated by Ford Grey, Earl of 
Tankerville, to Viscount Bolingbroke, since which it has often 
changed owners. 

^ Sir William Doyly, of Shottisham, Norfolk, knighted 1642, 
created a Baronet 1663 : M. P. for Yarmouth. Ob. 1677. He 
and Evelyn were at this time appointed CJommissioners for the 
care of the sick and wounded seamen and prisoners of war. 
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noon^ and I, forced to go to the office on foot, was 
almost wet to the skin, and spoiled my silk breeches 
ahnost. I was forced to get a bed at Captain Cocke's, 
where I find Sir W". Doyly, and he, and Evelyn at 
snpper ; and I with them full of discourse of the neglect 
of our masters, the great officers of State, about all 
business, and especially that of money: having now 
some thousands prisoners, kept to no purpose at a great 
charge, and no money provided almost for the doing of 
it. We fell to talk largely of the want of some persons 
imderstanding to look after businesses, but all goes to 
rack. " For," says Captain Cocke, " my Lord Trea- 
surer, he minds his ease, and lets things go how they 
will : if he can have his <f 8,000 per annmn, and a game 
at rOmbre, he is welL My Lord Chancellor he minds 
getting of money and nothing else; and my Lord 
Ashly will rob the Devil and the Altar, but he will get 
money if it be to be got." But that which puts us into 
this great melancholy, was news brought to-day, which 
Captain Cocke reports as a certain truth, that all the 
Dutch fleet, men-of-war and merchant East Lidia ships, 
are got every one in from Bergen the 3d of this month, 
Sunday last ; which wiU make us all ridiculous. Full 
of these melancholy thoughts, to bed ; where, though I 
lay the softest I ever did in my life, with a down bed, 
after the Danish manner, upon me, yet I slept very ill, 
chiefly through the thoughts of my Lord Sandwich's 
concernment in all this ill success at sea. 

10th. (Lord's day.) Walked home; being forced 
thereto by one of my watermen falling sick yesterday, 
and it was God's great mercy I did not go by water 
with them yesterday, for he fell sick on Saturday night, 

g2 
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and it is to be feared of the plague. So I sent him 
away to London, with his family; but another boat 
come to me this morning. My wife, before I come out, 
telling me the ill news that she hears, that her father id 
very ill, and then I told her I feared of the plague, for 
that the house is shut up. And so she much troubled^ 
and did desire me to send them something ; and I said 
I would, and will do so. But, before I come out, there 
happened news to come to me by an expresse from 
Mr. Coventry, telling me the most happy news of my 
Lord Sandwich's meeting with part of the Dutch ; hi* 
taking two of their East India ships, and six or seven 
others, and very good prizes : and that he is in search 
of the rest of the fleet, which he hopes to find upon the 
Wellbancke, with the loss only of the Hector, poor 
Captain Cuttle. To Greenwich, and there sending 
away Mr. Andrews, I to Captain Cocke's, where 1 find 
my Lord Brouhcker and his mistress, and Sir J. Minnes, 
where we sapped ; there was also Sir W. Doyly and 
Mr. Evelyn ; but the receipt of this news did put us all 
into such an extasy of joy, that it inspired into Sir 
J. Minnes and Mr. Evelyn such a spirit of mirth, that 
in all my life I never met with so merry a two hours sia 
our company this night was. Among other humours, 
,Mr. Evelyn's repeating of some verses made up of 
nothing but the various acceptations of may and can, 
and doing it so aptly upon occasion of something of 
that nature, and so fast, did make us all die almost with 
laughing, and did so stop the mouth of Sir J. Minnes 
in the middle of all his mirth, and in a thing agreeing 
with his own manner of genius, that I never saw any 
man so out-done in all my life; and Sir J. Minnes's 
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mirth, too, to see himself out-done, was the crown of 
all our mirth. In this humour we sat till about ten at 
night, and so my Lord and his mistress home, and we 
to bed. 

11th. Over to the ferry, where Sir W. Batten's coach, 
was ready for us, and to Walthamstow drove merrily, 
and there a good plain venison dinner. After dinner, 
to billiards, where I won an angeL Sir W. Hickes^ 
was there, and my Lady Batten invited herself to dine 
with him this week, and she invited us all to dine with 
her there, which we agreed to, only to vex him, he 
being the most niggardly feUow, it seems, in the world. 
So to Greenwich, where my Lord Eutherford and 
Creed come from Court, and have brought me several 
orders for money to pay for Tangier ; and, among the 
rest, J^7,000, and more, to this Lord, which is an excel- 
lent thing to consider, that, though they can do nothing 
else, they can give away the King's money upon their 
progresse. I did give him the best answer I could to 
pay him with tallys, and that is all they could get 
from me. 

13th- My Lord Brouncker, Sir J. Minnes, and I, 
took boat, and in my Lord's coach to Sir W. Hickes's, 
whither, by and by, my Lady Batten and Sir William 
comes. It is a good seat, with a fair grove of trees by 
it, and the remains of a good garden ; but so let to run 
to ruine, both house and every thing in and about it, so 
ill furnished and miserably looked after, I never did see 

* Sir William Hickes, created a Baronet 1619: ob. 1680, 
aged 84. His country-seat was called Ruckholts, or Rookwood, 
at Layton, in Essex, where he entertained King Charles 11. after 
hunting. 
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in all my life. Not so much as a latch to his dining- 
room door; which saved him nothing, for the wind, 
blowing into the room for want thereof, flung down a 
great bow-pott that stood upon the side-table, and that 
fell upon some Yenice glasses, and did him a crown's 
worth of hurt. He did give us the meanest dinner, of 
beef, shoulder and umbles of venison, which he takes 
away from the keeper of the Forest,* and a few pigeons, 
and all in the meanest manner, that ever I did see, to 
the basest degree. I was only pleased at a very fine 
picture of the Queene-Mother, when she was young, 
by Vandike; a very good picture, and a lovely face. 

14th. To London, where I have not been now a 
pretty while. To the Duke of Albemarle, where I find 
a letter of the 12th, from Solebay, from my Lord 
Sandwich, of the fleet's meeting with about eighteen 
more of the Dutch fleet, and his taking of most of them ; 
and the messenger says, they had taken three after the 
letter was wrote and sealed; which being twenty-one, 
and the fourteen took the other day, is forty-five sail; 
some of which are good, and others rich ships. And, 
having taken a copy of my Lord's letter, I away toward 
the 'Change, the plague being aU thereabouts. Here 
my news was highly welcome, and I did wonder to see 
the 'Change so fiill, I believe 200 people ; but not a 
man or merchant of any fashion, but plain men alL 
And, Lord ! to see how I did endeavour all I could to 
talk with as few as I could, there being now no obser- 
vation of shutting up of houses infected, that to be sure 
we do converse and meet with people that have the 
plague upon them. I spent some thoughts upon the 
* Epping Forest, of which he was Banger. 
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oGCurrences of this day^ giving matter for as much con- 
tent on one hand^ and melancholy on another^ as any 
day in all my life. For the first ; the finding of my 
money and plate^ and aU safe at London^ and speed- 
ing in my business this day. The hearing of this good 
news to such excess, after so great a despair of my 
Lord's doing any thing this year ; adding to that, the 
decrease of 500 and more, which is the first decrease we 
have yet had in the sickness since it begun; and 
great hopes that the next week it will be greater^ 
Then, on the other side, my finding that though the 
Bill in general is abated, yet the City, within the 
walls, is encreased, and likely to continue so, and is 
close to our house there. My meeting dead corpses of 
the plague, carried to be buried close to me at noon- 
day through the City in Fenchurch Street. To see a 
person sick of the sores, carried close by me by Grace- 
church in a hackney-coach. My finding the Angel 
tavern, at the lower end of Tower Hill, shut up ; and 
more than that, the alehouse at the Tower Stairs; and 
more than that, that the person was then dying of the 
plague when I was last there, a little while ago, at 
night. To hear that poor Payne, my widter, hath 
buried a child, and is dying himself. To hear that a 
labourer I sent but the other day to Dagenhams, to 
know how they did there, is dead of the plague ; and 
that one of my own watermen, that carried me daily, 
fell sick as soon as he had landed me on Friday morn- 
ing last, when I had been all night upon the water, 
and I believe he did get his infection that day at Bran- 
ford, and is now dead of the plague. To hear that 
Captain Lambert and Cuttle are killed in the taJIpng 
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these ships ; and that Mr. Sidney Montagu is sick of a 
desperate fever at my Lady Carteret's, at Scott's HalL 
To hear that Mr. Lewes hath another daughter sick. 
And, lastly, that both my servants, W. Hewer, and 
Tom Edwards, have lost their fathers, both in St. Sepul- 
chre's parish, of the plague this week, do put me into 
great apprehensions of melancholy, and with good 
reason. But I put off my thoughts of sadness as much 
as I can, and the rather to keep my wife in good heart, 
and family also. 

15th. With Captain Cocke, and there drank a cup 
of good drink, which I am fain to allow myself during 
this plague time, by advice of all, and not contrary to 
my oath, my physician being dead, and chyrurgeon out 
of the way, whose advice I am obliged to take, la 
much pain to think what I shall do this winter time ; 
for going every day to Woolwich I cannot, without 
endangering my life; and staying from my wife at 
Greenwich is not handsome. 

16th. To the office, where I find Sir J. Minnes gone 
to the Fleet, like a doating fool, to do no good, but 
proclaim himself an asse ; for no service he can do here, 
nor inform my Lord, who is come in thither to the 
buoy of the Nore, in anything worth his knowledge. 
The likelihood of the increase of the plague this week 
makes us a little sad. To Captain Cocke's, meaning to 
lie there, it being late, and he not being at home, I 
walked to him to my Lord Brouncker's, and there staid 
a while, they being at Tables ;* and so by and by parted, 
and walked to his house; and, after a mess of good 

^ Tables, better known, at present, by the name of backgam- 
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broth, to bed, in great pleasure, his company being most 
excellent. 

I7tli. To Church, where a company of fine people^ 
and a fine church, and very good sermon, Mr. Plume' 
being a very excellent schoUer and preacher. To Graves-' 
end in the Bezan Yacht, and there come to anchor for 
all night, and supped and talked, and with much plea-* 
sure at last settled ourselves to sleep, having very good 
lodgings upon cushions in the cabbin. 

18th. By break of day we come to within sight of the 
fleet, which was a very fine thing to behold, being above 
100 ships, great and small ; with the flag-ships of each 
squadron, distinguished by their several flags on their 
main, fore, or mizen masts. Among others, the Sove* 
raigne, Charles, and Prince ; in the last of which my 
Lord Sandwich was. And so we come on board, and 
we find my Lord Sandwich newly up in his night- 
gown very well. He received us kindly ; telling us the 
state of the fleet, lacking provisions, having no beer at 
all, nor have had, most of them, these three weeks or 
month, and but few days' dry provisions. And indeed 
he tells us that he believes no fleet was ever set to sea 
in so ill condition of provision, as this was when it went 
out last. He did inform us, in the business of Bergen, 
so as to let us see how the judgment of the world is not 
to be depended on in things they know not ; it being a 
place just wide enough, and not so much hardly, for 
ships to go through to it, the y ard-armes sticking in the 
very rocks. He do not, upon his best enquiry, find 
reason to except against any part of the management of 

^ Thomas Plume, D.D., Vicar of Greenwich, 1 662, and installed 
Archdeacon of Rochester, 1679. Ob. 1704. 
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the boBiiieflB by Teddiman ; he haying staid treatiiig no 
longer than during the night, while he was fitting him- 
self to fight, bringing his ship arbreast, and not a 
quarter of an honr longer, as it is said; nor oonld 
more ships have been brought to play^ as is thought. 
Nor could men be landed^ there being 10^000 men 
effectively always in armes of the Danes ; nor, says he, 
could we expect more from the Dane than he did^itb^i^ 
imposidble to set fire on the ships but it must bum the 
towne. But that wherein the Dane did amisse is, that 
he did assist them, the Dutch, all the time> while he 
was treating with us, when he should have been neu* 
trail to us both. But, however, he did demand but the 
treaty of us; which is, that we should not come with 
more than five ships. A fiag of truce is said, and con- 
fessed by my Lord, that he believes it, was hung out; 
but, while they did hang it out, they did shoot at us; 
so that it was not seen, or perhaps they would not cease 
upon sight of it, while they continued actually in action 
against us. But the main thing my Lord wonders at 
and condemns the Dane for is, that the blockhead^ who 
is so much in debt to the Hollander, having now a trea- 
sure more by much than all his Crowne was worth, and 
that, which would for ever have beggared the Hollander^ 
should not take this time to break with the Hollander, 
and thereby pay his debt, which must have been for- 
given him, and have got the greatest treasure into his 
hands that ever was together in the world* By and 
by my Lord took me aside to discourse of his private 
matters, and was very free with me touching the ill 
condition of the fleet that it hath been in, and the good 
fortune that he hath had, and nothing else, that ihese 
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prizes axe to be imputed to. He also talked with me 
about Mr. Coventry's dealing with him in sending Sir 
W. Pen away before him, which was not fair nor kind; 
but that he hath mastered and cajoled Sir W. Pen, 
that he hath been able to do nothing in the fleet, but 
been obedient to him ; but withal tells me he is a man 
that is but of very mean parts, and a fellow not to be 
lived with, so false and base he is ; which I know well 
enough to be true ; and did, as I had formerly done, 
give my Lord my knowledge of him. By and by was 
called a Council of War on board, when comes Sir 
W. Pen there, and Sir Christopher Mings, Sir Edward 
Spragg, Sir Joseph Jordan, Sir Thomas Teddiman, 
and Sir Koger Cuttance. Great spoil, I hear, there 
hath been of the two East India ships, and that yet 
they will come into the King very rich : so that I hope 
this journey will be worth dPlOO to me. So to our 
Yacht again, having seen many of my Mends there, 
and continued till we come into Chatham river. Among 
others, I hear that W. Howe will grow very rich by this 
late business, and grows very proud and insolent by it; 
but it is what I ever expected. I hear by everybody 
how much my poor Lord of Sandwich^was concerned 
for me during my silence a while, lest I had been dead 
of the plague in this sickly time. 

19tL To Sir John Minnes's, where I find my Lady 
Batten come, and she and my Lord Brouncker and his 
mistress, and the whole house full there at cards. 

20th. Up, and, after being trimmed, the first time I 
have been touched by a barber these twelve months, 
I think, and more, by and by Sir J. Minnes and Sir 
W. Batten met, to go into my Lord Brouncker's coachj 
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and so we fout to Lambeth, and thence to the Duke 
of Albemarle, to inform hun what we have done as to 
the fleete, which is very little, and to receive his direc- 
tion. But, Lord I what a sad time it is to see no boats 
upon the river ; and grass grows aU up and down White 
Hall court, and nobody but poor wretches in the streets ! 
And, which is worst of all, the Duke showed us the 
number of the plague this week, brought in the last 
night from the Lord Mayor ; that it is encreased about 
600 more than the last, which is quite contrary to our 
hopes and expectations, from the coldness of the late 
season. For the whole general number is 8297, and 
of them the plague 7165 ; which is more in the whole, 
by above 50, than the biggest Bill yet : which is very 
grievous to us all. I find Sir W. Batten and his lady 
gone home to Walthamstow, with some necessity, hear- 
ing that a maid-servant of their's is taken ilL 

21. Up between five and six o'clock ; and, by the 
time I was ready, my Lord Brouncker*s coach comes 
for me ; and, taking Will Hewer with me, who is all 
in mourning for his father, who is lately dead of the 
plague, as my boy Tom's is also, I set out, and took about 
4*100 with me to pay the fees at the Exchequer at 
Nonsuch, and so I rode in some fear of robbing. When 
I come thither, I find only Mr. Ward, who led me to 
Burges's bedside, and Spicer's, who, watching of the 
house, as it is their turns every night, did lie long in bed 
to-day, and I find nothing at all done in my business, 
which vexed me. But, not seeing how to help it, I 
did walk up and down with Mr. Ward to see the House. 
Walked up and down the house and park ; and a fine 
place it hath heretofore been, and a fine prospect about 
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the house. A great walk of an elme and a walnutt set 
one after another in order. And all the house on the 
outside filled with figures of stories^ and good painting 
of Rubens' or Holben's doing. And one great thing 
is, that most of the house is covered — ^I mean, the posts 
and quarters in the walls, with lead, and gilded. I 
walked, also, into the ruined garden. Strange to see 
how young W. JBowyer looks at 41 years : one would 
not take him for 24 or more, and is one of the greatest 
wonders I ever did see. I got to my Lord Brouncker's 
before night, and there I sat and supped with him, and 
his mistress, and Cocke, whose boy is yet ilL Thence, 
after losing a crowne betting at Tables, we walked 
home, Cocke seeing me to my new lodging. 

22d. At Blackwall. Here is observable what Johnson 
tells us, that, in digging the late Docke, they did, 12 
ieet under ground, find perfect trees over-covered with 
•eartL Nut-trees, with the branches and the very nuts 
upon them ; some of whose nuts he showed us. Their 
shells black with age ; and their kemell, upon opening, 
decayed, but their shell perfectly hard as ever. And 
a yew-tree, upon which the very ivy was taken up 
whole about it, which, upon cutting with an addes,^ we 
found it to be rather harder than the living tree usually 
is. The armes, they say, were taken up at first whole^ 
about the body, which is very strange. To Woolwich, 
and my Lord Sandwich, not being come, we took ibl 
boat, and, about a mile offy met him in his Catch, and 
boarded him, 'and come up with him ; and, after making 
a little halt at my house, which I ordered, to have my 
wife see him, we altogether by coach to Mr. Boreman's, 

^ Adze. 
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much to the satisfaction of my brethren ; but I was 
mightily joyed at it. Thence took leave, leaving my 
Lord Sandwich to go visit the Bishop of Canterbury. 
With Captain Cocke set out in the yacht for the fleet 
about ten o'clock at night. 

24th. (Lord's day.) Waked, and up, and drank; 
and then, being about Grayes, and a very calm, curious 
xnoming, we took our wherry, and to the fishermen, 
and bought a great deal of fine fish, and to Gravesend 
to White's, and had part of it dressed ; and, in the mean 
time, we to walk about a mile from the town, and so 
back again ; and there one of our watermen told us he 
had heard of a bargain of cloves for us, and we went to 
a blind alehouse at the further end of the town, to 
a couple of wretched, dirty seamen, who, poor wretches J 
had got together about 37Ib. of cloves, and lOflS. 
of nutmeggs, and we bought them of them — the 
first at 5^. 6d. per lb., and the latter at 4«., and paid 
them in gold ; but. Lord ! to see how silly these men 
are in the selling of it, and easy to be persuaded almost 
to anything. But it would never have been allowed by 
my conscience to have wronged the poor wretches, who 
told us how dangerously they had got some, and dearly 
paid for the rest of these goods. 

25th. Found ourselves come to the fleet, and so 
aboard the Prince : and there, after a good while in 
discourse, we did agree [to] a bargain of .£'5,000 for my 
Lord Sandwich, for silk, cinnamon, nutmegs, and indigo* 
And I was near signing to an undertaking for the pay- 
ment of the whole sum; but I did by chance escape it; 
having since, upon second thoughts, great cause to be 
glad of it, reflecting upon the craft and not good con- 
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dition^ it may be, of Captain Cocke. I could get no 
trifles for my wife, and so away to the Prince, and 
presently comes my Lord on board from Greenwich, 
with whom, after a little discourse about his trusting of 
Cocke, we parted, and to our yacht; but, it being 
eabn, we, to make haste, took our wherry towards 
Chatham ; but, it growing dark, we were put to great 
difficultys — our simple, yet confident waterman, not 
knowing a step of the way ; and we found ourselves to 
go backward and forward, which, in the dark night and 
a wild place, did vex us mightily. At last, we got a 
fisheisboy by chance, and took hiifi into the boat, and, 
being an odd kind of boy, did vex us too ; for he would 
not answer us aloud when we spoke to him, but did 
tBxrj us safe thither, though with a mistake or two ; 
but I wonder they were not more. In our way, I was 
astonished, and so were we all, at the strange nature of 
the sea-water in a dark night, that it seemed like fire 
upon every stroke of the oare, and, they say, is a sign 
of winde. We went to the Crowne Inne, at Rochester, 
taii there to supper, and made ourselves merry with 
the poor fisher-boy, who told us he had not been in bed 
the whole seven years since he come to 'prentice, and 
hath two or three more years to serve. We, in our 
clothes, to bed. 

27th. Up, and saw and admired my wife's picture of 
Our Saviour, now finished, which is very pretty. By 
water to Greenwich, where to the Bang's Head, the 
great musique-house, the first time I was ever therq. 
Much troubled to hear from Creed, that he was told at 
Salsbury,^ that I am come to be a great swearer and 

^ To which place the Court had retired, on account of the plague. 

VOL. III. H 
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drunkard; but, Loidl to aee liow my Iste Kttle drink- 
ing of wine is taken notice of* by enTians m^i, to my 
diaadTantage. To Captain Cocke's, and be not yet 
come from town, to Mr. Erelyn, wbere mndi company ; 
and thence in bis ooadi witb bim to tbe Duke of Albe-^ 
maile» by Lambetb, wbo was in a mi^ty pleasant 
bnmoor ; and tells ns tbat tbe Dntcb do stay abroad, 
and oar fleet most go out again, or be ready to do so. 
Here we got seyeral tbings ordered, as we demred, for 
tbe refief of tbe prisoners, and mdi and wounded men. 
Here I saw this week's Bill of Mortality, wber^n, 
blessed be God! there is aboTC 1800 decrease, bdng 
the first considerable decrease we baye bad. Most 
excellent discourse witb Mr. Evelyn toudiing all 
manner of learning, wberdn I find bim a very fine 
gentleman, and particobudy of paynting, in which be 
tells me the beantifall Mrs. Middletoii is rare, amd his 
own wife do brave things. Captain Cocke brought one 
parcel of onr goods by wagons, and I first resolved to 
have lodged them at onr office; but the thoogbts of its 
being the King's boose altered onr resolution, and so 
put them at his friend's, Mr. Glanville's, and there they 
are safe. Would the rest of them were so, too ! In 
discourse, we come to mention my profit, and he ofiTers 
me £500 dear, and I demand jE^600. We part to- 
night, andllie at Mr. Glanvill's house, there being none 
there but a mayd-servant and a young man, being in 
some pain, partly fit>m not knowing what to do in this 
business, having a mind to be at a certiunty in my 
profit, and partly through his having Jacke mck stilly 
and his blackemore now also fallen sick. So he being 
gone, I to bed. 
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29th. I had my horse I borrowed of Mr. Gilethropp^ 
Sir W. Batten's derke, brought to me at Greenwich^ and 
so set out and rode hard, and was at Nonsuch' by about 
eight o'clock, a very fine journey, and a fine day. There 
I come just about chappell-time, and so I went to chappell 
with them, and thence to the seyerall offices about my 
tallies, which I find done, but strung for sums not to my 
purpose. But, Lord I what ado I had to persuade the 
dull fellows to it, especially Mr. Warder, Master of 
the Fells, and yet without any manner of reason for 
their scruple. But, at last, I did, and so walked to EweU, 
and to horse again, and come to Greenwich before night. 
Sir Martin Noell is this day dead of the plague, in 
London, where he hath lain sick of it these eight days. 

30th. The great burden we have upon us at this 
time at the office, is the providing for prisoners and 
sick men that are jecovered, they lying before our office 
doors all night and all day, poor wretches. Having 
been on shore, the Captains won't receive them on 
board, and other ships we have not to put them on, nor 
money to pay them off, or provide for them. God 
remove this difficulty! Hither come Luellin to me, 
and would force me to take Mr. Deering's 20 pieces 
in gold he did offer me a good while since, which I did, 
yet really and sincerely against my will and content, 
being not likely to reap any comfort in having to do 
with, and be beholden to, a man that minds more his 
pleasure and company than his business. Was set upon 
by the poor wretches, whom I did give good words and 
some little money to, and the poor people went away 
like lambs, and, in good earnest, are not to be censured,. 

' Nonsuch House, near Epsom. 

h2 
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if their necessities drive them to bad courses. Thence 
to the office, and then to Captain Cocke's, where I find 
Mr. Temple, the fat blade. Sir Robert Viner's chief 
man. I do end this month with the greatest content^ 
and may say that these last three months, for joy, health, 
and profit, have been much the greatest that ever I re- 
ceived all my life in any twelve months, having nothing 
upon me but the consideration of the sickliness of the 
season to mortify me. 

October 1st. Embarked on board the Bezan, and 
come to the fleete about two of the clock. My Lord 
received me mighty kindly ; and, among other things, 
to my great joy, he did assure me that he had wrote to 
the King and Duke about these prize-goods, and told 
me that they did approve of what he had done, and 
that he would own what he had done, and would have 
me tell all the world so, and did, under his hand, give 
Cocke and me his certificate of our bargains, and giving 
us fuU power of disposal of what we have so bought. 
This do ease my mind of all my fear. He did discourse 
to us of the Dutch fleet being abroad, eighty-five of 
them stilL After supper. Captain Cocke and I, and 
Temple, on board the Bezan, and there to cards for 
a while, and so to sleep. But, Lord ! the mirth which 
it caused to me, to be waked in the night by their 
snoring round about me : I did laugh till I was ready 
to burst, and waked one of the two companions of 
Temple, who could not a good while tell where he was, 
that he heard one laugh so, till he recollected himself, 
and I told him what it was at, and so to sleep again, they 
still snoring. 

2d. Having sailed all night, and I do wonder how 
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they in the dark could find the way, we got by morning 
to Gillingham, and thence all walked to Chatham; 
and there, with Commissioner Pett, viewed the Yard ; 
and, among other things, a team of four horses come 
dose by us, he being with me, drawing a piece of tim- 
ber, that I am confident one man could easily have 
carried upon his back. I made the horses be taken 
away, and a man or two to take the timber away with 
their hands. To Kochester, to visit the old Castle 
ruins, which hath been a noble place; but. Lord I 
to see what a dreadful thing it is to look upon the 
precipices, for it did fright me mightUy. The pla<;e 
hath been great and strong in former ages. So to walk 
up and down the Cathedral, and thence to the Crowne, 
whither Mr. Fowler, the Mayor of the towne, was come 
in his gowne, and is a very reverend magistrate. Took 
horses to Gravesend, and there staid not, but got a 
boat, the sickness being very much in the town still, 
and so called on board my Lord Brouncker and Sir 
John Minnes, on board one of the East Indiamen at 
JBrith, and there do find them full of envious complaints 
for the pillaging of the ships, but I did pacify them. 

3rd. Sir W. Batten is gone this day to meet to 
adjoume the Parliament to Oxford. Comes one to tell 
me my Lord Kutherford is come ; so I to the King's 
Head to him, where I find his lady — a fine young 
Scotch lady, pretty handsome, and plain* My wife abo, 
and Mercer, by and by comes. Creed bringing them; 
and so presently to dinner, and very merry. That 
being done, and some music and other diversions, at 
last, away goes my Lord and Lady. This night, I hear 
that, of our two watermen that used to carry our letters^^ 
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and were well on Saturday last, one is dead, and tHe 
other dying sick of the plague ; the plague, though de- 
creasing elsewhere, yet being greater about the Tower 
and thereabouts. 

4th. This night comes Sir George Smith to see me at 
the office, and tells me how the plague is decreased this 
week 740, for which God be praised ! but that it en- 
creases at our end of the town stilL All the town is 
full of Captain Cocke's being in some ill condition about 
prize-goods, his goods being taken from him, and I know 
not what. Being come to my wife, at our lod^ng, I 
did go to bed, and left my wife with her people, to 
laugh and dance, and I to sleep. 

5tL Among other things, talking of my sister Pall, 
and my wife of herself is very willing that I should give 
her 0^400 to her portion, and would have her married 
soon as we could; but this great sickness time do make 
it unfit to send for her up. Bead a book of Mr. 
Evelyn's translating, and sending me as a present, about 
directions for gathering a library ; but the book is above 
my reach, but his epistle to my Lord Chancellor is a 
very fine piece. Then to Mr. Evelyn's, to discourse of 
our confounded business of prisoners, and sick and 
wounded seamen, wherein he and we are so much put 
out of order. And here he showed me his gardens, 
which are, for variety of evergreens, and hedge of holly, 
the finest things I ever saw in my life. Thence in his 
coach to Greenwich, and there to my office, all the way 
having fine discourse of trees and the nature of vege- 
tables. Renewed my promises of observing my vowes 
as I used to do ; for I find that, since I left them ofl^ my 
mind is run a wool-gathering and my business neglected. 



1665.] SAMUEL PEPTS, 103 

7tlL Did business, though not much, at the office, 
because of the horrible crowd and lamentable moan of 
the poor seamen, that lie starving in the streets for lack 
of money, which do trouble and perplex me to the 
heart ; and more at noon, when we were to go through 
them, for then above a whole hundred of them followed 
us ; some cursing, some swearing, and some praying to 
us. A letter come this afternoon from the Duke of 
Albemarle, signifying the Dutch to be in sight, with 
80 sail, yesterday morning, off Solebay, coming right 
into the bay. God knows what they will and may do 
to us, we having no force abroad able to oppose them, 
but to be sacrificed to them. At night come two wag- 
gons from Bochester, with more goods from Captain 
Cocke ; and in housing them come two of the Custom- 
house, and did seize them: but I showed them my 
IVansire* However, after some angry words, we locked 
them up, and sealed up the key, and did give it to the 
constable to keep till Monday, and so parted. But, 
Lord ! to think how the poor constable come to me in 
the dark, going home ; " Sir," says he, " I have the 
key, and, if you would have me do any service for you, 
send for me betimes to-morrow morning, and I wiU do 
what you would have me." Whether the fellow do 
this out of kindness or knavery, I cannot tell ; but it is 
pretty to observe. Talking with him in the high way, 
come dose by the bearers with a dead corpse of the 
plague ; but. Lord ! to see what custom is, that I am 
come almost to think nothing of it. 

8th. A letter from the Duke of Albemarle to me, to 
order as many ships forth out of the river as I can pre- 
sently, to joyne to meet the Dutch ; having ordered all 
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the Captains of the ships in the river to come to me^ I 
did some business with them, and so to Captain Cocke's 
to dinner — ^he being in the country. But here his 
brother Solomon was, and, for guests, myself. Sir 
G. Smith, and a very fine lady, Mrs. Penington, and 
two more gentlemen. But, both before and after din? 
ner, most excellent witty discourse with this lady, who 
is a very fine witty lady, one of the best I ever heard 
speak, and indifferent handsome. To the office, where 
ended my business with the Captains; and I think, of 
twenty-two ships, we shall nmke shift to get out seven, 
God help us! men being sick, or provisions lacking^ 
This day, I hear the Pope is dead ; and one said, that 
the news is, that the King of France is stabbed, but 
that the former is very true, which will do great things 
sure, as to the troubling of that part of the worldj'the 
King of Spain being so lately deaxL And one thing 
more— Sir Martin NoeU's lady is dead with grief, for 
the death of her husband ; but it seems nobody can 
make anything of his estate, whether he be dead worth 
anything or no, he having dealt in so many things, pub^ 
lick and private, as nobody can imderstand where- 
abouts his estate is, which is the fate of these great 
dealers at everything. 

9tL Called upon Sir John Shaw, to whom I did give 
a civil answer about our prize goods, that all his dues, 
as one of the Farmers of the Customes, are paid, and 
showed him our Tramire ; with which he was satisfied, 
and parted. To the Duke of Albemarle, and what 
should it be, but to tell me, that if my Lord Sandwich 
do not come to town, he do resolve to go with the Fleet 
to sea himself, the Dutch, as he thinks, being in the 
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DowneS) and so desired me to get a pleasure-boat for 
to take liim in to-morrow morning, and do many other 
things, and with a great liking of me, and my manage* 
ment especially, as that coxcombe Lord Craven do tell 
me, and I perceive it, and I am sure take pains enough 
to deserve it. 

lOtL Up, and receive a stop from the Duke of 
Albemarle of setting out any more ships, or providing 
A pleasure-boat for himself, which I am glad of, and do 
think, what I thought yesterday, that this resolution of 
liis was a sudden one and silly. Sir G. Ascue says, 
that he did, from the beginning, declare against these 
[prize] goods, and would not receive his dividend ; and 
that he and Sir W. Pen are at odds about it, and that 
he fears Mings hath been doing ill offices to my Lord. 
I did to-night give my Lord an account of all this. 

11th. Comes up my landlady, Mrs. Clerke, to make 
an agreement for the time to come; and I, for the 
having room enough, and to keep out strangers, and to 
have a place to retreat to for my wife, if the sicknesse 
should come to Woolwich, am to pay dear: so, for 
three rooms, and a dming-room, and for dinner, and 
bread and beer and butter, at nights and mornings, I 
am to give her £5 10«. per month. To Erith, and 
there we met Mr. Seymour, one of the Commissioners 
for Frizes, and a Parliament-man, and he was mighty 
high, and had now seized our goods on their behalf^ 
and he mighty imperiously would have all forfeitei 
But I could not but think it odd that a Parliament- 
man, in a serious discourse before such persons as we 
and my Lord Brouncker, and Sir John Minnes, should 
jquote ^^Hudibras," as being the book I doubt he hath 
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read most To Woolwich^ where we had appointed to 
keep the night merrily; and so^ by Captain Cocke's 
coach, had brought a yerj pretty child, a daughter d£ 
one Mrs. Tooker's, next door to my lodging, and so she, 
and a daughter and kinsman of Mrs. Pett's, made up a 
fine company at my lodgings at Woolwich, where my 
wife, and Mercer, and Mrs. Barbara Sheldon, danced, 
and mighty merry we were, but especially at Mercer's 
dancing a jigg, which she does the best I ever did see, 
having the most natural way of it, and keeps time the 
most perfectly I ever did see. This night is kept in 
lieu of yesterday, for my wedding-day of ten years ; 
for which God be praised 1 being now in an extreme 
good condition of health and estate and honour, and a 
way of getting more money, though at this hour under 
some discomfiture, rather than damage, about some 
prize-goods that I have bought off the fleete, in partner- 
ship with Captain Cocke, and for the discourse about 
the world concerning my Lord Sandwich, that he hath 
done a thing so bad ; and indeed it must needs have 
been a very rash act; and the rather because of a 
Parliament now newly met to give money, and will 
have some account of what hath already been spent, 
besides the precedent for a General to take what prizes 
he pleases, and the giving a pretence to take away 
much more than he intended, and all will lie upon him ; 
and not giving to all the Commanders, as well as the 
Flags, he displeases all them, and offends even some of 
the Flags, thinking others to be better served than 
themselves ; and lastly, puts himself out of a power of 
begging anything again a great while of the King. 
'Having danced my people as long a^ I saw fit io sit 
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up> I to bed, and left them to do wliat they would. I 
f<H:got that we had W. Hewer there, and Tom, and 
Golding, my barber at Greenwich^ for our fiddler, to 
whom I did give 10«. 

12th. About the prize-goods, and do find that extreme 
ill use was made of my Lord Sandwich's order. Having 
learned as much as I could, which was, that the Eang 
and Duke were very severe in this point, whatever order 
they before had given my Lord in approbation of what 
he had done, and that all will come out, and the King 
see, by the entries at the Custome House, what all do 
amount to that had been taken, and so I took leave. 
So to Cocke, and he tells me that he hath cajoUed with 
Seymour, who will be our friend ; but that, above all, 
Seymour tells him that my Lord Duke did shew him 
to-day an order from Court, for having all respect paid 
to the Earl of Sandwich, and what goods had been 
delivered by his order. Good news this week that there 
are about 600 less dead of the plague than the last. 

13th. Sir Jeremiah Smiths to see me in his way to 
Court, and a good man he is, and one that I must keep 
fair with. To the Duke of Albemarle, where I find him 
with Lord Craven and Lieutenant of the Tower about 
him — ^among other things, talking of ships to get of the 
King to fetch coles for the poor of the city, which is a 
good work. But, Lord I to hear the silly talk between 
these three great people ! Yet I have no reason to find 
fault, the Duke and my Lord Craven being my very 
great friends. 

14th. My heart and head to-night is full of the Vic- 

^ A distiiigaished naval officer, made a Commissioner of the 
Kavy, vice Sir W. Pen, 1669. 
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tuaUing buiness, being oveijojed and proud at my 
success in my proposal about it, it being read before 
the King^ Duke, and the Caball with complete 
applause and satisfaction; this Sir G. Carteret and 
Sir W. Coventry both writ me. My own proper 
accoimts are in great disorder, having been neglected 
about a month. This, and the fear of the sickness, and 
providing for my family, do fill my head very full, be- 
sides the infinite business of the office, and nobody here 
to look after it but mysel£ 

15th. (Lord's day.) Up, and, while I staid for the 
barber, tried to compose a duo of counter point ; and X 
think it will do very well, it being by Mr. Berkenshaw'a 
rule. Comes Mr. Povy's coach, and, more than I ex- 
pected, him himself, to fetch me to Branford : so he and 
I immediately to set out, having drunk a draught of 
mulled sacke; and so rode most nobly, in his most 
pretty and best^ntrived chariott in the world, with 
many new conveniences, his never having till now^ 
within a day or two, been yet finished. Anon we come 
tp his house, and so, with fresh horses, his noble, fine 
horses, the best confessedly in England, the King 
having none such, he sent me to Sir Robert Yiner's^ 
whom I met coming just from church ; and he and I 
into his garden to discourse of money, but none is to be 
had. The Parliament, it seems, have voted the Eang 
«ei,250,000 at 0^50,000 per month tax for the war; 
and voted to assist the King against the Dutch, and all 
that shall adhere to them ; and thanks to be given him 
for his care of the Duke of York, which last is a very 
popular vote on the Duke's behalf. The taxes of the 
last assessment, which should have been in good part 
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gathered, are not jet laid, and that even In part of the 
City of London ; and the Chimny-money comes ahnost 
to nothing, nor any thing else looked after. 

16th. Up about seven o'clock; and, after drinking, and 
I observing Mr. Povy's being mightily mortifyed in his 
eating and drinking, and coaches and horses, he desiring 
to sell his best, and every thing else, his ftirniture of 
his house, he walked with me to Syon, and there I 
took water, in our way he discoursing of the wantonness 
of the Court, and how it minds nothing else. Upon 
the Exchange, which is very empty, God knows ! and 
but mean people there. The news for certain that the 
Dutch are come with their fleet before Margett, and 
some men were endeavouring to come on shore when 
the post come away — ^perhaps to steal some sheep. I 
walked to the Tower; but. Lord! how empty the 
streets are, and melancholy, so many poor, sick people 
in the streets full of sores ; and so many sad stories 
overheard as I walk, everbody talking of this dead, and 
that man sick, and so many in this place, and so many 
in that. And they tell me that, in Westminster, there 
is never a physician and but one apothecary left, all being 
dead ; but that there are great hopes of a great decrease 
this week : God send it ! At the Tower found my Lord 
Duke [of Albemarle] and Duchesse at dinner; so I sat 
down ; and much good cheer, the Lieutenant and his 
lady, and several officers with the Duke. But, Lord 1 to 
hear the silly talk was there would make one mad ; the 
Duke having none almost but fools about him. Much 
talk about the Dutch, in reproach of them, in whose 
hands the fleet is ; but. Lord help him I there is some- 
thing will hinder him and all the world in going to sea, 



110 DIABT OF [18th Oct. 

which is want of victuals ; for we have not wherewith 
to answer our service ; and how much better it would 
have been if the Duke's advice had been taken^ for ther 
fleet to have gone presently out ; but, God help the 
King ! while no better counsels are given, and what is 
given no better taken. I have received letters from 
my Lord Sandwich to-day, speaking very bigb about 
the prize-goods, that he would have us to fear nobody, 
but be very confident in what we have done, and not to 
confess any fault or doubt of what he hath done ; for 
the King hath allowed it, and do now confirm it, and 
do send orders, as he says, for nothing to be disturbed 
that his Lordship hath ordered therein as to the division 
of the goods to the fleet ; which do comfort us. To the 
Still Yard, which place, however, is now shut up of the 
Plague ; but I was there, and we now make no bones 
of it. Much talk there is of the Chancellor's speech 
and the King's at the Parliament's meeting, which are 
very well liked; and that we shall certainly, by their 
speeches, fall out with France at this time, together 
with the Dutch, which will find us work. 

18th. Making up my accounts of Tangier, which I did 
with great difliculty, and after eating something, to-bed, 
my mind eased of a great deal of figures and castings. 

19tL Come to an agreement yesterday with my 
landlady for £6 per month, for so many rooms for my- 
self, them, and my wife, and maid, when she shall come, 
and to pay, besides, for my dyett. To the Duke of 
Albemarle this evening; and, among other things, 
spoke to him for my wife's brother Baity to be of his 
guard, which he kindly answered that he should. My 
business of the victualling goes on as I would have it ; 
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and now my head Is full how to make some profit of it 
to myself or people. To that end, when I come home^ 
I wrote a letter to Mr. Coventry, offering myself to be 
the Surveyor-Generall, and am apt to think he will- 
assist me in it, but I do not set my heart much on it» 
though it would be a good help. 

20th. Up, and had my last night's letters brought 
back to me, which troubles me, because of my accounts, 
lest they should be asked for before they come, which 
I abhor, being more ready to give than they can be to. 
demand them : so I sent away an express to Oxford 
with them, and another to Portsmouth, with a copy of 
my letter to Mr. Coventry. 

22nd. Met some letters, which made me resolve to 
go after church to my Lord Duke of Albemarle's : so, 
after dinner, I took Cocke's chariott, and to Lambeth ; 
but, in going and getting over the water and through: 
White Hall, I spent so much time, the Duke had almost 
dined. However, fresh meat was brought for me to his 
table, and there I dined, and full of discourse and very 
kind. There they are again talking of the prizes, and my 
Lord Duke did speak very broad that my Lord Sandwich 
and Pen should do what they would, and answer for them- 
selves. For his part, he would lay all before the Eang. 

23rd. On board the East India ship, where my Lord 
Brouncker had provided a great dinner. But I am 
troubled with the much talk and conceitedness of Mrs^ 
Williams, in case she be not married to my Lord 
Captain Taylor with me to the office, and there he and 
I reckoned ; and I perceive I shall get d^lOO profit by 
my services of late to him, which is a very good thing. 

24th. My Lord Sandwich is come to town : so I pre- 
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gently to Boreman^s, where he is, and there found him : 
he mighty kind to me, but no opportunity of discourse 
private yet, which he tells me he must have with me : 
only his business is sudden to go to the fleet to get out 
a few ships to drive away the Dutch. To him again 
to Captain Cocke's, where he supped, and lies, and 
never saw him more merry; and here is Charles 
Herbert, who the King hath lately knighted. My lord, 
to my great content, did tell me before them, that never 
anything was read to the King and Council, all the 
chief Ministers of State being there, as my letter about 
the victualling was, and no more said upon it than a 
most thorough consent to every word was said. 

25tL My Lord tells me that Mr. Coventry and he 
are not reconciled, but declared enemies — ^the only occa- 
sion of it being, he tells me, his iU usage from him 
about the first Fight, wherein he had no right done him, 
which, methinks, is a poor occasion, for, in my con- 
science, that was no design of Coventry's. He tells me, 
as very private, that there are great factions at the 
Court between the King's party and the Duke of 
York's, and that the King, which is a strange difficulty^ 
do favour my Lord in opposition to the Duke's party — 
that my Lord Chancellor, being now, to be sure, the 
patron of the Duke's, it is a mystery whence it should 
be that Mr. Coventry is looked upon by him as an 
enemy to him ; that if he had a mind himself to be out 
of this imployment, as Mr. Coventry, he believes, 
wif>hes, and himself and I do incUne to wish it also, in 
many respects, yet he believes he shall not be able, 
because of the King, who will keep him in on purpose, 
in opposition to the other party ; that Prince Rupert 
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and he are all possible friends in the world; that 
-Coventry hath ag^srayated this business of the prizes, 
ti.««h L.r J%.t plundering in iU world » while 
the Duke and he were at sea; and in Sir John 
Lawson's time he could take and pillage, and then sink 
a whole ship in the Straights, and Coventry say nothing 
to it ; that my Lord Arlington is his fast friend ; that 
the Chancellor is cold to him, and, though I told him 
that I and the world do take my Lord Chancellor, in 
his speech the other day, to have said as much as could 
be wished, yet he thinks he did not. That my Lord 
Chancellor do from hence begin to be cold to him, be- 
cause of his seeing him and Arlington so great : that 
nothing at Court is minded but faction and pleasure, 
and nothing intended of general good to the E^ingdom 
by anybody heartily ; so that he believes with me, that 
in a little time confusion will certainly come over all 
the nation. He told me how a design was carried on a 
while ago, for the Duke of York to raise an army in 
the North, and to be the Generall of it, and all this 
without the knowledge or advice of the Duke of 
Albemarle, which, when he come to know, he was so 
vexed, they were fain to let it fall to content him: 
that his matching with the family of Sir G. Carteret 
do make the difference greater between Coventry and 
him* — they being enemies ; that the Chancellor did, as 
everybody else, speak weU of me the other day, but yet 
was, at the Committee for Tangier, angry that I should 
offer to suffer a bill of exchange to be protested. 

26tL Sir Christopher Mings and I together by water 
to the Tower ; and I find him a very witty, well-spoken 
fellow, and mighty free to tell his parentage, being a 

VOL. III. I 
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ehoemaker's son. I to the 'Change, where I hear how 
the French have taken two, and sunk one^ of our mer* 
chant-men in the Straights, and carried the ships to 
Toulon; so that there is no expectation but we must 
&I1 out with them. The 'Change pretty fiill, and the 
town begins to be lively again, though the streets very 
empty, and most shops shut. 

27th. To the Duke of Albemarle's, and there much 
company, but I staid and dined, and he makes mighty 
much of me ; and here he tells us the Dutch are gone, 
and have lost above 150 cables and anchors, through the 
late foul weather. He proposed to me from Mr. 
Coventry that I should be Surveyor-Generall of the 
Victualling business, which I accepted. But, indeed^ 
the terms in which Mr. Coventry proposes it for me 
are the most obliging that ever I could expect from any 
man, and more; he saying that I am the fittest man 
in England; and that he is sure, if I will undertake, I 
wiU perform it; and that it will be also a very desirable 
thing that I might have this encouragement, my en- 
couragement in the Navy alone being in no wise pro- 
portionable to my pains or deserts. This, added to the 
letter I had three days since, firom Mr. Southeme,^ 
signifying that the Duke of York had, in his master's 
absence, opened my letters, and commanded him to tell 
me that he did approve of my being the Surveyor- 
General, do make me joyful beyond myself that I 
cannot express it, to see, that as I do take pains, so 
God blesses me, and hath sent me masters that do 
observe that I take pains. 
28th. Sir W. Gierke tells me the Parliament hath 
* Secretaiy to Sir W. Coventry. 
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given the Duke of York dei20,000,» to be paid him 
after J*l,250,000 is gathered upon the tax which 
they have now given the King ; also that the Dutch 
have lately launched sixteen new ships; all which is 
great news. The King and Court, they say, have now 
finally resolved to spend nothing upon clothes, but what 
is of the growth of Engknd ; which, if observed, wifl be 
very pleasing to the people, and very good for them. 

29tL In the street, at Woolwich, did overtake and 
almost run upon two women crying and carrying a 
man's coffin between them ; I suppose the husband of 
one of them, which, methinks, is a sad thing. 

31st. Meeting yesterday the Searchers, with their 
rods in their hands, coming from Captain Cocke's house, 
I did overhear them say that his Black did not die of 
the Plague. About nine at night I come home, and 
there find Mrs. Pierce come, and little Frank Tooker, 
and Mr. Hill, and other people, a great many dancing ; 
and anon comes Mrs. Coleman^ and her husband, and 
she sung very finely; though her voice is decayed 
as to strength, but mighty sweet though soft;, and a 
pleasant, jolly woman, and in mighty good hmnour. 
Among other things, Laneare^ did, at the request of 

^ This sum was granted by the Commons to Charles, with a 
request that he would bestow it on his brother. 

' Doubtless the person mentioned in Malone*s Account of the 
English Stage. ''In 1659 or 60, in imitation of foreign theatres, 
women were first introduced on the scene. In 1656, indeed, Mrs. 
Coleman, wife to Mr. Edward Coleman, represented lanthe in the 
first part of the Siege of Rhodes ; but the little she had to say was 
spokex^ in recitative.** Sir W. Davenant*s patent contained a clause 
permitting all women*s parts to be acted by females. 

^ The letters patent under which the Society of Musicians were 

l2 
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Mr. Hill, bring two or three the finest prints for my 
wife to see that ever I did see in all my life. But, for 
singing, among other things, we got Mrs. Coleman to 
sing part of the Opera, though she would not own she did 
get any of it without book in order to the stage ; but, 
above all, her counterfeiting of Captain Cooke's part, 
in his reproaching his man with cowardice — ^^Base 
slave," &c. — she do it most excellently. Thus we end 
the month merrily ; and the more that, after some fears 
that the plague would have increased again this week^ 
I hear for certain that there is above 400 less; the 
whole number of deaths being 1388, and of them of the 
plague 1031. Want of money in the Navy puts every 
thing out of order. Men grow mutinous; and nobody 
here to mind the business of the Navy but myself. I 
in great hopes of my place, of Surveyor-General of the 
Victualling, which will bring me .£300 per annum. 

November Ist. Lay very long in bed, discoursing 
with Mr. Hill of most thii}g3 of a man's life, and how 
little merit do prevail in the world, but only favour; 
and that, for myself, chance without merit brought me 
in ; and that diligence only keeps me so, and will, living 
as I do among so many lazy pepple that the diligent 
man becomes necessary, that they cannot do anything 
without him. My Lord Brouncker with us to Mrs. Wil- 
liams's lodgings, and Sir W. Batten, Sir Edmund Pooly,* 
and others ; and there, it being my Lord's birthday, had 

incorporated at the Restoration, mention Nicholas Lanier as first 
Marshal, and four others of his name as Wardens or Assistants of 
the Company. 

^ M.P. for Bury St. Edmunds, and in the list of proposed 
linights of the Royal Oak for Suffolk. 
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every one a green riband tied in our hats very foolishly; 
and, methinks, mighty disgracefully for my Lord to have 
his folly so open to all the world with this woman* 

4tlL I hear that one of the little boys at my lodging 
is not well; and they suspect, by their sending for 
plaister and fume, that it may be the plague ; so I sent 
Mr. Hater and W. Hewer to speak with the mother ; 
but they returned to me, satisfied that there is no hurt 
nor danger, but the boy is well, and offers to be 
searched* After dinner, to the office, and much 
troubled to have 100 seamen all the afternoon there, 
swearing below, and cursing us, and breaking the glasse 
windows, and swear they will pull the house down on 
Tuesday next. I sent word of this to Court, but 
nothing will help it but money and a rope. 

5tL (Lord's day.) To the Cocke-pitt, where I heard 
the Duke of Albemarle's chaplain make a simple ser- 
inon : among other things, reproaching the imperfection 
of humane learning, he cried — " All our physicians 
cannot tell what an ague is, and all our arithmetique is 
not able to number the days of a man" — which, God 
knows, is not the fault of arithmetique, but that our 
understandings reach not the thing. I hear that the 
plague increases much at Lambeth, St. Martin's, and 
Westminster, and fear it will all over the city. By 
water to Deptford, and there made a visit to Mr. 
Evelyn, who, among other things, showed me most 
excellent painting in little; in distemper, in Indian 
incke, water colours: graveing; and, above all, the 
whole secret of mezzo-tinto, and the manner of it, which 
is very pretty, and good things done with it. He read 
to me very much also of his discourse, he hath been 
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many years and now is about, about Grardenage ; which 
will be a most noble and pleasant piece. He read me 
part of a play or two of his making, very good, but not 
as he conceits them, I think, to be. He showed me his 
*' Hortus Hyemalis ;" leaves laid up in a book of several 
plants kept dry, which preserve colour, however, and 
look very finely, better than an HerbalL In fine, a 
most excellent person he is, and must be allowed a 
little for a little conceitedness ; but he may well be so, 
being a man so much above others. He read me, 
though with too much gusto, some little poems of his 
own, that were not transcendant, yet one or two very 
pretty epigrams ; among others, of a lady looking in at 
a grate, and being pecked at by an eagle that was there. 
6tL Sir G. Carteret and I did walk an hour in the 
garden before the house, talking of my Lord Sand- 
wich's business : what enemies he hath, and how they 
have endeavoured to bespatter him: and particularly 
about his leaving of 30 ships of the enemy, when Pen 
would have gone, and my Lord called him back again s 
which is most false. However, he says it was purposed 
by some hot-heads in the House of Commons, at the 
same time when they voted a present to the Duke of 
York, to have voted d£^10,000 to the Prince, and half-a- 
crowne to my Lord of Sandwich ; but nothmg come of 
it. But, for all this, the King is most firme to my Lord, 
and so is my Lord Chancellor, and my Lord Arlington. 
The Prince, in appearance, kind ; the Duke of York 
silent, says no hurt ; but admits others to say it in his 
hearing. Sir W. Pen, the falsest rascal that ever was 
in the world; and that this afternoon the Duke of 
Albemarle did tell him that Pen was a very cpwardly 
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Togae^ and one that hath brought all these rogueish 
fanatick Captains into the fleets and swears he should 
never go out with the fleet again. That Sir W. Co- 
ventry is most kind to Pen still; and says nothing, nor 
do any thing openly, to the prejudice of my Lord. He 
agrees with me, that it is impossible for the King to set 
out a fleet again the next year ; and that he fears all 
will come to mine, there being no money in prospect 
but these prizes, which will bring, it may be, <f 20,000, 
but that will signify nothing in the world for it. 

7th. To Sir Gr. Carteret, and I with him by water; 
and, among other things. Lord ! to see how he wondered 
to see the river so empty of boats — nobody working at 
the Custome-house keys, and how fearful he is ; and 
vexed that his man, holding a wine-glass in his hand for 
him to drink out of, did cover his hands, it being a cold, 
windy, rainy morning, under the waterman's coat, 
though he brought the waterman from six or seven 
miles up the river, too. Nay, he carried his glass with 
him for his man to let him drink out of at the Duke of 
Albemarle's, where he intended to dine, though this he 
did to prevent sluttery ; for the same reason, he carried 
a napkin with him to Captain Cocke's, making him be- 
lieve that he should not eat with foul linnen. 

8th. It being a fast-day, all people were at church, 
and the office quiet : so I did much business, and at 
noon adventured to my old lodging. By water to 
Deptford, and, about eight o'clock at night, did take 
water, being glad I was out of the town ; for the plague^ 
it seems, rages there more than ever. 

9th. At noon, by water, to the King's Head at Dept- 
ford, where Captain Taylor invites Sir W. Batten and 
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Sir John Sobinson^ who come in with a great deal of 
company from hunting, and brought in a hare aUye, 
and a great many silly stories they tell 6f their sporty 
which pleases them mightily, and me not at all, such is 
the different sense of pleasure in mankind ; and strange 
to see how a good dinner and feasting reconciles every- 
body. The Bill of Mortality, to all our griefs, is encreased 
399 this week, and the encrease generally through the 
whole City and suburbs, which makes us all sad* 

10th. In the evening, news is brought me my wife 
is come : so I to her ; and she told me, having herself 
been this day at my house at London, which was boldly 
done, that a neighbour of our's, Mr. HoUworthy, a very 
able man, is dead by a fall in the coimtry from his horse — 
his foot hanging in the stirrup, and his brains beat out. 

12th. (Lord's day.) They hope here the plague will 
be less this week. Beading over part of Mr. Stilling- 
fleet's "Origines Sax^m," wherein many things are very 
good, and some frivolous, 

14th. Captain Cocke a^d I in his coach through 
Kent Streete, a sad place through the plague, people 
sitting sick and with plaisters about them in the street 
begging. To the Duke of Albemarle by water, late, 
where I find he had remembered that I had appointed 
to come to him this day about money, which I excused 
not doing sooner ; but I see, a dull fellow as he is, [he] 
do sometimes remember what another thinks he mindeth 
not. My business was about getting money of the 
East India Company ; but. Lord I to see how the Duke 
himself magnifies himself in that he had done with the 
Company ; and my Lord Craven what the King could 
have done without my Lord Duke, and a great deal of 
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stir; but most mightily wliat a brave fellow I am* 
Back by water, it r^ning hard, and so to the office, 
and stopped my going, as I intended, to the buoy of the 
Nore, and great reason I had to rejoice at it, for it 
proved the night of as great a storm as was almost ever 
remembered. This day I hear that my pretty grocer's 
wife, Mrs. Beverham, over the way there, her husband 
is lately dead of the plague at Bow, which I am sorry 
for, for fear of losing her neighbourhood. 

15tlL To the King's Head taveme, where all the 
Trinity House dined to-day, to choose a new Master in 
the room of Hurlestone, that is dead, and Captain 
Crispe is chosen. After dinner, who comes in but my 
Lady Batten, and a troop of a dozen women almost, 
and expected, as I found afterwards, to be made mighty 
much of, but nobody minded them : but the best jest 
was, that when they saw themselves not regarded, they 
would go away, and it was horrible foul weather ; and 
my Lady Batten walking through the dirty lane with 
new spick and span white shoes, she dropped one of her 
galoshes in the dirt, where it stuck, and she forced to 
go home without one, at which she was horribly vexed, 
and I led her ; and, vexing her a little more in mirth, 
I parted, and to Glanville's, where I knew Sir John 
Robinson, Sir G. Smith, and Captain Cocke were gone, 
and then, with the company of Mrs. Penington, whose 
father,* I hear, was one of the Court of Justice, and 
died prisoner, of the stone, in the Tower, I made them» 
against their resolutions, to stay from hour to hour, till 

* Isaac Pennington, an Alderman of London, convicted as one 
of the Eing*s Judges. His sentence was probably changed to im- 
prisonment. 
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it was almost midnight^ and a furious^ dark, and rainj, 
and windy, stormy night, and, which was best, I, with 
drinking small beer, made them all drunk drinking 
wine, at which Sir John Robinson made great sport, 
•But, they being gone, the lady and I very civilly sat 
an hour by the fireside, showing the folly of this Kobin- 
son, that makes it his work to praise himself; and all 
he says and do, like a heavy-headed coxcomb. The 
plague, blessed be Grod 1 is decreased 400 ; making the 
whole this week but 1300 and odd: for which the Lord 
be praised! 

16th. To Erith; where, after making a little visit ta 
Madam Williams, she did give me information of 
W. Howe's having bought eight bags of precious stones 
taken from about the Dutch Vice-^dmirall's neck, of 
which there were eight dyamonds, which cost hini 
^4,000 sterling in India^ and hoped to have made 
c£^12,000 here for them. And that is told by one that 
sold him one of the bags, which hath nothing but ruby 3 
in it, which he had for -36^. ; and that it will be proved 
he hath made £125 of one stone that he bought. This 
^he desired, and I resolved, I would give my Lord 
Sandwich notice of. So I on board my Lord Brouncker j 
and there he and Sir Edmund Pooly carried me down 
into the hold of the India shipp, and there did show me 
the greatest wealth lie in confusion that a man can see 
in the world. Pepper scattered through every chink, 
you trod upon it ; and in cloves and nutmegs I walked 
above the knees : whole rooms fulL And silk in bales5 
and boxes of copper-plate, one of which I saw opened. 
Having seen this, which was as noble a sight as ever I 
saw in my life, I away on board the other ship in de- 
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spair to get the pleasure-boat of the gentlemen there to 
cany me to the fleet. They were Mr. Ashbumham,* 
and Colonell Wyndham; but^ pleading the King'» 
business, they did presently agree I should have it. 
So I presently on board, and got under sail, and had a 
good bedd by the shift, of Wyndham's. 

17th. Sailed all night, and got down to Quinborough 
water, where all the great ships are now come, and 
there on board my Lord, and was soon received with 
great content. And, after some little discourse, he and 
I on board Sir W. Pen; and there held a Council of 
"War about many wants of the fleet ; and so followed 
my Lord Sandwich, who was gone a little before me on 
board the Royall James. And there spent an hour, 
my Lord playing upon the gittarr, which he now com- 
mends above all musique in the world. As an infinite 
secret, my Lord tells me the factions are high between 
the King and the Duke, and all the Court are in an 
uproar with their loose amours; the Duke of York 
being in love desperately with Mrs. Stewart. Nay^ 
that the Duchesse herself is fallen in love with her new 
Master of the Horse, one Harry Sidney,* and another, 
Harry SavilL* So that God knows what will be the 

^ John Ashbumham, a Groom of the Bedchamber to Charles I., 
whom he attended during the whole of the Rebellion, afterwards 
filled the same post under Charles II. He was in 1661 M. F. for 
Sussex: ob. 1671. 

' Younger son of Robert Sidney, Earl of Leicester, created Earl 
of Romney, 1694. He was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Master of 
the Ordnance, and Warden of the Cinque Forts in the reign of 
King William. Ob. 1704, unmarried. 

' Henry Saville, some time one of the Grooms of the Bedchamber 
to the Duke of York. 
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end of it. And that the Duke is not so obsequious as 
he used to be, but very high of late; and would be 
glad to be in the head of an army as Generall ; and 
that it is said that he do propose to go and command 
under the King of Spayne, in Flanders. That his 
amours to Mrs. Stewart are told the King; so that 
all is like to be nought among them. Away to my 
Bezan again, and there to read in a pretty French book, 
" La NoutdU AUegorique^^ upon the strife between 
rhetorique and its enemies — ^very pleasant. So, aftei* 
supper, to sleep, and sailed all night, and come ta 
Erith before break of day. 

18th. About nine of the clock, I went on shore, and 
hired an iU-favoured horse, and away to Greenwich, to my 
lodgings, where I hear how rude the soldiers have been 
in my absence, swearing what they would do with me. 

19th. (Lord's day.) Alone by water to Erith. Being 
come there, on board my Lord Brouncker, I find Cap- 
tain Cocke and other company, the lady not well, and 
mighty merry we were — Sir Edmund Pooly being very 
merry, and a right English gentleman, and one of 
the discontented cavaliers, that think their loyalty is 
not considered. After dinner, all on shore to my 
Lady Williams, and there drank and talked ; but. Lord ! 
the most impertinent bold woman with my Lord that 
ever I did see. 

20 tL Up before day, and so took horse for None- 
such, with two men with me, and the ways very bad, 
and the weather worse, for wind and rain. Thither, 
and I did get my tallys, and thence took horse, but it 
rained hard and blew, but got home very well. Here 
I find Mr. Deering come to trouble me about business^ 
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which I soon dispatched^ he telling me that Luellin 
hath been dead this fortnight, of the plague, in St. 
Martin's Lane, which much surprised me. 

22d. I was very glad to hear that the plague is come 
very low ; that is, the whole under 1000, and the plague 
600 and odd : and great hopes of a further decrease, be- 
cause of this day's being a very exceeding hard frost, 
and continues freezing. This day the first of the Oxford 
Gazettes come out, which is very pretty, full of news, 
and no folly in it, wrote by Williamson. It pleased 
me to have it demonstrated, that a Purser without pro- 
fessed cheating is a professed loser, twice as much as 
he gets. 

23d. Up betimes, and so, being trimmed, I to get 
papers ready against Sir H. Cholmly come to me by 
appointment, he being newly come over from Tangier. 
He did by and by come, and we settled all matters 
about his money, and he is a most satisfied man in me, 
and do declare his resolution to give me ,£^200 per 
annum. It continuing to be a great frost, which gives 
us hopes for a perfect cure of the plague, he and I to 
walk in the park, and there discoursed with grief of the 
calamity of the times. I brought him home, and had a 
good dinner for him. Captain Cuttance tells me how 
W. Howe is laid by the heels, and confined to the Boyall 
Katharine, and his things all seized : and how, also, for 
a quarrell, which indeed my Lord the other night told 
me. Captain Ferrers having cut all over the back of 
another of my Lord's servants, is parted from my Lord. 
We in extraordinary lack of money and everything else 
to go to sea next year. My Lord Sandwich is gone 
from the fleet yesterday towards Oxford. 
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24tlL To London, and there, in my way, at my old 
oyster shop in Gracious Streete, bought two barrels of 
my fine woman of the shop, who is alive after all the 
plague, which now is the first observation or inquiry 
we make at London concerning everybody we know. 
To the 'Change, where very busy with several people, 
and mightily glad to see the 'Change so full, and hopes 
of another abatement still the next week. I went home 
with Sir G. Smith to dinner, sending for one of my 
barrels of oysters, which were good, though come from 
Colchester, where the plague hath been so much. Here 
a very brave dinner, though no invitation ; and. Lord ! 
to see how I am treated, that come from so mean a 
beginning, is matter of wonder to me. But it is God's 
mercy to me, and his blessing upon my taking pains, 
and being pimctual in my dealings. Visited Mr. Evelyn, 
where most excellent discourse with him; among other 
things, he showed me a ledger of a Treasurer of the 
Navy, his great grandfather, just 100 years old; which 
I seemed mighty fond of, and he did present me with 
it, which I take as a great rarity; and he hopes to find 
me more, older than it. He also showed us several 
letters of the old Lord of Leicester's,* in Queen Eliza- 
beth's time, under the very handwriting of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Queen Mary, Queen of Scots; and 
others, very venerable names. But, Lord 1 how poorly, 
methinks, they wrote in those days, and in what plain 
uncut paper. 

^ Amongst these documents, still in the Pepysian Library — ^for 
Evelyn complains that he lent them to Pepys, who omitted to re- 
turn them — are some letters relating to the death of Amy Robsart, 
Lady Robert Dudley, for which see the Appendix to vol. i. 
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26th. (Lord's day.) Up before day to dress myself 
to go toward Erith^ which I would do by land, it being 
a horrible cold frost to go by water: so borrowed two 
horses of Mr. Howell and his friend, and with much 
ado set out, after my horses being frosted, which I 
know not what it means to this day, and my boy having 
lost one of my spurs and stockings, carrying them to 
the smith's, and I borrowed a stocking, and so got up; 
and Mr. Tooker with me, and rode to Erith, and there 
on board my Lord Brouncker met with Sir W. Warren 
upon his business, among others, and did a great deal. 
Sir J. Minnes, as God would have it, not being there 
to hinder us with his impertinences. To my wife at 
Woolwich, where I found, as I had directed, a good 
dinner to be made against to-morrow, and invited guests 
in the yard, meaning to be merry, in order to her taking 
leave, for she intends to come in a day or two to me for 
altogether. But here, they tell me, one of the houses 
behind them is infected, and I was fain to stand there a 
great while, to have their back-doors opened, but they 
could not, having locked them fast, against any passing 
through, so was forced to pass by them again, close to 
their sick beds, which they were removing out of the 
house, which troubled me: so I made them uninvite 
their guests, and to resolve of coming all away to me 

to-morrow. 

27th. To the Duke of Albemarle, who i& visited by 
everybody against his going to Oxford; and mighty 
kind to me ; and upon my desiring his grace to give me 
his kind word to the Duke of York, if any occasion 
there were of speaking of me, he told me he had reason 
to do [so] ; for there had been nothing done in the Navy 
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without me. He is agog to go to sea himself the next 
year. To dimier, he most exceeding kind to me, to the 
observation of all that are there. With Sir G. Carteret, 
who tells me that my Lord hath received still worse 
and worse usage from some base people about the Court. 
But the King is very kind, and the Duke do not appear 
the contrary ; and my Lord Chancellor swore to him, 

fe by I wiU not forsake my Lord of Sandwich." I 

into London, it being dark night, by a hackny coach; 
the first I have durst to go in many a day, and with 
great pain now, for fear. But it being unsafe to go by 
water in the dark, and frosty cold, and I unable, being 
weary with my morning walk;, to go on foot, this was 
my o|ily way. Few people yet in the streets, nor 
shops open, here and there twenty in a place almost ; 
though not above five or six o'clock at night. The 
Goldsmiths do decry the new Act, for money to be all 
brought into the Exchequer, and paid out thence, say- 
ing they will not advance one farthing upon it; and 
indeed it is their interest to say and do so. To Sir 
G. Smith's, it being now night, and there up to his 
chamber, and sat talking, and I barbing^ against to- 
morrow ; and anon, at nine at night, comes to us Sir 
G. Smith and the Lieutenant of the Tower, and there 
they sat talking and drinking till past midnight, and 
mighty merry we were — the Lieutenant of the Tower 
being in a inighty vein of singing, and he hath a very 
good eare and strong voice, but no manner of skilL 
Sir G. Smith showed me his lady's closet, which is very 
fine ; and after being very merry, here I lay in a noble 

^ An old word for shaving. 
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cliamber^ and mighty highly treated^ the first night I 
have lain in London a long time* 
♦ 28tL Up before day, and Cocke and I took a hackney- 
coach appointed with four horses to take us up, and so 
carried us over London Bridge. But there, thinking 
of some business, I did light at the foot of the bridge, 
and by help of a candle at a stall, where some pavers 
were at work, I wrote a letter to Mr. Hater, and never 
knew so great an instance of the usefulness of carrying 
pen and ink and wax about one : so we, the way being 
very bad, to Nonsuch, and thence to Sir Bobert Long's 
house — a fine place, and dinner-time ere we got thither ; 
but we had breakfasted a little at Mr. Gauden's, he 
being out of town though, and there borrowed Dr. 
Taylor's sermons, and is a most excellent book, and 
worth my buying, where had a very good dinner, and 
curiously dressed, and here a couple of ladies, kins- 
women of his, not handsome though, but rich, that 
knew me by report of The. Turner, and mighty merry 
we were. After dinner to talk of our business, and we 
parted. Captain Cocke and I through Wandsworth. 
Drunk at Sir Allen Broderick's,* a great friend and 
comrade of Cocke's, whom he values above the world 
for a witty companion, and I believe he is so. So to 
Fox-hall, and there took boat, and down to the Old 
Swan, and thence to Lumbard Street — it being dark 
night, and thence to the Tower. Took boat, and down 
to Greenwich. Cocke home, and I to the office, and 
then to my lodgings, where my wife is come, and I am 

^ Son of Sir Thomas Broderick, of Richmond, YorkBhire, and 
Wandsworth, Surrey, knighted by Charles II., and Surveyor - 
General in Ireland to that Ring. 

VOL. III. K 
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well pleased with it^ only much trouble in those lodgings 
we haye^ the mistress of the house being so deadly dear 
in everything we have ; so that we do resolve to re- 
move home soon as we know how the plague goes this 
week, which we hope wiU be a good decrease. So to 
bed. 

29th. Home to my house, calling my wife, where the 
poor wretch is putting things in a way to be ready for 
our coming home, and so by water together to Green- 
wich. 

30th. At noon comes Sir Thomas Allen, and I made 
him dine with me, and very Mendly he is, and a good 
man, I think, but one that professes he loves to get and 
to save. Great joy we have this: week in the weekly 
Bin, it being come to 544 in all, and but 333 of the 
plague ; so that we are encouraged to get to London 
soon as we can. And my father writes as great news 
of joy to them, that he saw York's waggon go again 
this week to London, and full of passengers ; and tells 
me that my aunt Bell hath been dead of the plague 
these seven weeks. 

December 1st. All the day long shut up in my little 
closet at my office. Then home by promise to my wife, 
to have mirth there. So we had our neighbours, little 
Miss Tooker and Mrs. Daniels, to dance, and after sup^ 
per I to bed, and left them merry below, which they 
did not part from till two or three in the morning. 

2nd. Dined with my wife at noon, and took leave of 
her, she being to go to London for altogether. 

3rd. It being Lord's day, up and dressed, and to 
church, thinking to have sat with Sir James Bunce' to 
^ James Bonce, an Alderman of London, 1660. 
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hear his dau£^hter and her husband sins^. that are so 
much commef ded, but wa« prevented by being invited 
into Colonel Cleggat's pew. However, there I sat, 
near Mr. Laneare, with whom I spoke, and my fat 
brown beauty of our Parish, the rich merchant's lady, a 
very noble woman, and Madame Pierce. A good ser*- 
mon of Mr. Plume's. To Captain Cocke's, and there 
dined with him and Colonell Wyndham, a worthy 
gentleman, whose wife was nurse to the present King, 
and one that, while she Uved, governed him and every 
thing else, as Cocke says, as a minister of state ; the 
old King putting mighty weight and trust upon hen 
They talked much of matters of State and persons, and 
particularly how my Lord Barkeley hath all along been 
a fortunate, though a passionate, and but weak man as 
to poUcy ; but as a kinsman, brought in and promoted 
by my Lord of St. Albans, and one that is the greatest 
vapourer in the world, this Colonell Wyndham says ; 
and to whom only, with Jacke Ashbumham and Colonel 
Legg,* the King's removal to the Isle of Wight from 
Hampton Court was communicated; and, though be- 
trayed by their knavejy, or at best by their ignorance, 
insomuch that they have all solemnly charged one 
another with their failures therein, and have been at 
daggers drawing, publickly, about it, yet now none 
greater friends in the world. 

4th. Home to my house at the office, where my wife 
hath got a dinner for me : and it was a joyfxdl thing for 
us to meet here, for which God be praised ! Here was 

* William Legge, Groom of the Bedchamber to Charles I., and 
father to the first Lord Dartmouth. He was M.P. for South- 
ampton. Ob. 1672. 

k2 
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her brother come to see her, and speak with me about 
business. It seems that my recommendation of him 
hath not only obtained his presently being admitted 
into the Duke of Albemarle's guards, and present pay, 
but also by the Duke's and Sir Philip Howard's direc- 
tion, to be put as a right-hand man, and other marks of 
special respect, at which I am very glad — ^partly for 
him, and partly to see that I am reckoned something in 
my recommendations. Upon the 'Change to-day, Colvill 
tells me, from Oxford, that the Eang in person hath 
justified my Lord Sandwich to the highest degree ; and 
is right in his favour to the uttermost. 

6th. Up betimes, it being fast-day ; and by water to 
the Duke of Albemarle, who come to town from Oxford 
la^t night. He is mighty brisk, and very kind to me, 
and asks my advice principally in every thing* He 
surprises me with the news that my Lord Sandwich 
goes Embassador to Spain speedily; though I know 
not whence this arises, yet I am heartily glad of it. 
I spent the afternoon upon a song of Solyman's words 
to Koxalana that I have set, and so with my wife 
walked and Mercer to Mrs. Pierce's, where Captain 
Rolt and Mrs. Knipp,^ Mr. Coleman and his wife, 
and Laneare, Mrs. Worshipp and her singing daughter, 
met; and by and by, unexpectedly comes Mr. Pierce 
from Oxford. Here the best company for musique I 
ever was in, in my life, and wish I could live and die 
in it, both for musique and the face of Mrs. Pierce, 

^ Of Mrs. Enipp*8 history, nothing seems known ; except that 
she was a married actress belonging to the King*8 house, and, as 
late as 1677, her name occurs among the performers in the *' Wily 
False One." 
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and my wife, and Knipp, who is pretty enough ; but 
the most excellent, mad-himioured thing, and sings the 
noblest that ever I heard in my life, and Rolt, with 
her, some things together, most excellently. I spent 
the night in an extasy almost; and, having invited 
them to my house a day or two hence, we broke up. 
Pierce having told me how the King hath done my 
liord Sandwich all the right imaginable, by showing 
him his countenance before all the world on every oc- 
casion, to remove thoughts of discontent ; and he is to 
go Embassador, and the Duke of York is made Generall 
of all forces by land and sea, and the Duke of Albemarle 
Lieutenant-Generall. 

8th. To give order to my maid to buy things to send 
down to Greenwich for supper to-night ; and I also to 
buy other things, as oysters, and lemons, 6d. per piece, 
and oranges, 3rf. To White Hall, where we found Sir 
G. Carteret with the Duke, and also Sir G. Downing, 
whom I had not seen in many years before. He greeted 
me very kindly, and I him; though methinks I am 
touched that it should be said that he was my master 
heretofore, as doubtless he will. Sir G. Carteret tells 
me that he is glad of my Lord's being made embas- 
sador, and that it is the greatest courtesy his enemies 
could do him ; yet I find that he is not heartily merry 
upon it, and that it is no design of my Lord's friends, 
but the prevalence of his enemies, and that the Duke of 
Albemarle and Prince Rupert are like to go to sea to- 
gether the next year. I pray God, when my Lord is 
gone, they do not fall hard upon the Vice-Chamberlain, 
being alone, and in so envious a place. By water down 
to Greenwich, and there found all my company come-^ 
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that is, Mrs. Knipp, and an ill, melancholy, jealous-' 
looking fellow, her husband, that spoke not a word to us 
all the night. Pierce and his wife, and Bolt, Mrs. 
Worshipp and her daughter, Coleman and his wife, and 
Laneare, and, to make us perfectly happy, there comes 
by chance to town Mr. Hill to see us. Most excellent 
musique we had in abundance, and a good supper, 
dancing, and a pleasant scene of Mrs. Eoiipp's rising 
sick firom table, but whispered me it was for some hard 
word or other her husband give her just now when she 
laughed, and was more merry than ordinary. But we 
got her in humour again, and mighty merry ; spending 
the night, till two in the morning, with most complete 
Content as ever in my life. And we to bed — Mr, Hill 
and I, whom I love more and more, and he us. 

9th. My Lord Brouncker and I dined with the Duke 
of Albemarle. At table, the Duchesse, a very iU-looked 
woman, complaining of her Lord's going to sea the 
next year, said these cursed words : " If my Lord had 
been a coward, he had gone to sea no more : it may be 
then he might have been excused, and made an em- 
bassador;" meaning my Lord Sandwich. This made 
me mad, and I believe she perceived my countenance 
change, and blushed herself very much. I was in hopes 
others had not minded it, but my Lord Brouncker, 
after we were come away, took notice of the words to 
me with displeasure. To Mr. Hill, and sang, among 
other things, my song of " Beauty, retire," which he 
likes, only excepts against two notes in the base, but 
likes the whole very welL 

11th. That I may remember it the more particularly, 
I thought fit to insert this memorandum of Temple's 
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discourse this night with me, which I took in writing 
from his mouth. Before the Harp and Crosse money 
was cried down, he and his fellow goldsmiths did make 
^ parties ^ .h.t p^o. ft.. „one, bore 
to the old King's money, and they foimd that it gene- 
rally come to, one with another, about £25 in every 
i^lOO. Of this money there was, upon the calling of 
it in, 0^650,000 at least brought into the Tower ^ and 
from thence he computes that the whole money of 
England must be full ^16,250,000, but, for all this, 
believes that there is about <£^30,000,000 : he supposing 
that about the King's coming in, when he begun to observe 
the quantity of the new money, people begun to be fear- 
ftdl of this money's being cried down, and so picked it out 
and set it a-going as fast as they could to be rid of it ; 
and he thinks ^30,000,000 the rather, because, if there 
were but Xn 6,250,000, the King having ^^2,000,000 
every year, would have the whole money of the King- 
dom in his hands in eight years. He tells me, about 
^350,000 sterling was coined out of the French money, 
the proceeds of Dunkirke: so that, with what was 
coined of the Cross money, there is new coined about 
^1,000,000, besides the gold, which is guessed at 
^500,000. He tells me, that, though the King did de- 
posit the French money in pawn all the while for the 
^350,000, he was forced to borrow thereupon till the 
tools could be made for the new Minting in the present 
form. Yet the interest he paid for that time come 
to de35,000 : Viner having to his knowledge deiO,000 
for the use of 0^100,000 of it. 

13tL Invited by Sheriff Hooker, who keeps the 
tK)ore8t, mean, dirty table in ja dirty house that ever I 
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did see aaj Sheriff 'of London; and a plain, ordinary^ 
oily man I tbink he is, but rich — only his son, Mr. 
Lethulier, I like, for a pretty, dvil, understanding 
merchant ; and the more by much, because he happens 
to be husband to our noble, fat, brave lady in our parish, 
that I and my wife admire so. Thence away to the 
Pope's Head tayem, and called to see my wife, who 
is well ; though my great trouble is that my poor little 
parish is the greatest number this week in all the city 
within the walls, having six, from one the last week, 
and so by water to GreenwicL To Mr. Pierce's, where 
he and his wife made me drink some tea. Away to 
the 'Change, and there hear the ill news, to my great 
and all our great trouble, that the plague is encreased 
again this week, notwithstanding there hath been a 
long day or two great frosts ; but we hope it is only 
the effects of the late close, warm weather, and, if the 
frost continue the next week, may fall again: but the 
town do thicken so much with people, that it is much 
if the plague do not grow again upon us. 

loth. Met with Sir James Bunce. ^^ This is the 
rime for you," says he, '^that were for Oliver here- 
tofore; you are fiill of employment, and we, poor 
Cavaliers, rit still and can get nothing;" which was a 
pretty reproach, I thought ; but answered nothing to 
it, for fear of making it worse. 

16th. Xews is come to-day of our Sound fleete bdng 

iTtb. Word hroo^t me that Cutler's coach lat, by 
affointmenty come to the Me of Dqggs for me, and so 
loivertke water; and in his coadi to Hackney, a very 
trn^ cold* dear, finely day. At his house, I find him 
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with 9 plain little dinner, good wine, and welcome. 
He is still a prating man ; and, the more I know him, 
the less I find in him. A pretty house he hath here 
indeed, of his own building. His old mother was an 
object at dinner that made me not like it ; and, after din-* 
ner, to visit his sick wife I did not also take much joy in« 

18th. To the 'Change, and walked as low as Ducke 
Lane, and enquired for some Spanish books. Home 
hj water to Greenwich, the river beginning to be very 
full of ice, so afi I was a little frighted, but got home 
well, it being darke. 

20th. Took Sir Ellis Layton to Captain Cocke's, 
where my Lord Brouncker and Lady Williams dine, 
and we all mighty merry ; but Sir Ellis Layton one of 
the best companions at a meal in the world. 

21st. At noon, all of us dined at Captain Cocke's at 
a good chine of beef, and other good meat ; but, being 
aU frost-bitten, was most of it unroast ; but very merry, 
and a' good dish of fowl we dressed oursolves. Mr. 
Evelyn there, in very good humour. 

22d. I to my Lord Brouncker's, and there spent the 
evening by my desire in seeing his Lordship open to 
pieces and make up again his watch, thereby being 
taught what I never knew before ; and it is a thing 
very well worth my having seen, and am mightily 
pleased and satisfied with it. Somewhat vexed at a 
snappish answer Madam Williams did give me to her- 
self, upon my speaking a free word to her in mirth, 
calling her a mad jade. She answered, we were not 
so well acquainted yet. But I was more at a letter 
front my Lord Duke Albemarle to-day, pressing us to 
continue our meetings for all Christmas, which, though 
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everybody intended not to have done, yet I am con- 
cluded in it, who intended nothing less. The weather 
hath been frosty these eight or nine days, and so we 
hope for an abatement of the plague the next week, or 
else God have mercy upon us I for the plague will cer* 
tainly continue the next year, if it do not. 

23rd. This day one come to me with four great 
turkies, as a present from Mr. Deane, at Harwich, three 
of which my wife carried in the evening home with her 
to London in her coach. 

24th. (Sunday.) To dinner, my landlady and her 
daughters with me, and had mince-pies, and yery merry 
at a mischance her young son had, in the tearing of his 
new coat quite down the outside of his sleeve in the 
whole cloth. Then to church, and placed myself in the 
parson's pew under the pulpit, to hear Mrs. Chamberlain 
in the next pew sing, who is daughter to Sir James 
Bunce, of whom I have heard much, and indeed she 
sings very finely. 

25th. (Christmas-day.) To church in the morning, 
and there saw a wedding in the church, which I have 
not seen many a day ; and the young people so merry 
one with another I and strange to see what delight we 
married people have to see these poor fools decoyed 
into our condition, every man and woman gazing 
,«xd smiling at them- Here I saw again my beauty 
Lethulier. Home to look over and settle my papers, 
both of my accounts private, and those of Tangier, which, 
I have let go so long that it were impossible for any 
soul, had I died, to understand them, or ever come to 
good end in them. I hope God will never suffer me 
to come to that disorder again* 
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26tL To the office, where Sir John Minnes and my 
Lord Brouncker and I met, to give our directions to the 
Commanders of all the ships in the river to bring in 
lists of their ships' companies, where young Seymour, 
Hmong 20 that stood bare, stood with his hat on — a 
proud, saucy young man. To Mr. Cuttle's, being 
invited, and dined nobly and neatly ; with a very pretty 
house and a fine turret at top, with winding stairs, and 
the first prospect I know about all Greenwich, save the 
top of the hilL Saw some fine writing-work and 
flourishing of Mr. Hoare, with one that I knew long 
ago, an acquaintance of Mr. Tomson's, at Westminster, 
that is this man's clerk. It is the story of the several 
Archbishops of Canterbury, engrossed in vellum, to 
hang up in Canterbury Cathedrall in tables, in lieu of 
the old ones, which are almost worn out. 

27tL Home to my wife, and angry about her desiring 
a maid yet, before the plague is quite over. It seems 
Mercer is troubled that she hath not one under her, 
but I will not venture my family by encreasing it, before 
it is safe. 

SOtL All the afternoon to my accounts; and there 
find myself, to my great joy, a great deal worth, above 
^4000, for which the Lord be praised ! and is prin- 
cipally occasioned by my getting ^£500 of Cocke, for 
my profit in his bargains of prize goods, and from 
Mr. Gauden's making me a present of £500 mote, when 
I paid him ^^800 for Tangier. 

Slst. Thus ends this year, to my great joy, in this 
manner. I have raised my estate from ^1300 in this 
year to riP4400. I have got myself greater interest, I 
think, by my diligence, and my imployments encreased 
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by that of Treasurer for Tangier, and Surveyor of the 
Victualls. It is true we have gone through great 
melancholy because of the great plague, and I put to 
great charges by it, by keeping my family long at 
Woolwich ; and myself and another part of my family^ 
my clerks, at my charge, at Greenwich, and a maid at 
London ; but I hope the King will give us some satis- 
faction for that. But now the plague is abated almost 
to nothing, and I intending to get to London as fast as 
I can. The Dutch war goes on very ill, by reason of 
lack of money; having none to hope for, all being 
put into disorder by a new Act that is made as an ex- 
periment to bring credit to the Exchequer, for goods 
and money to be advanced upon the credit of that Act. 
The great evil of this year, and the only one indeed, 
is the fall of my Lord Sandwich, whose mistake about 
the prizes hath undone him, I believe, as to interest at 
Court; though sent, for a little palliating it. Embas- 
sador into Spain, which he is now fitting himself for. 
But the Duke of Albemarle goes with the Prince to 
sea this next year, and my Lord is very meanly spoken 
of; and, indeed, his miscarriage about the prize-goods 
is not to be excused, to suffer a company of rogues to 
go away with ten times as much as himself, and the 
blame of all to be deservedly laid upon hiuL My whole 
family hath been well all this while, and all my friends 
I know of, saving my aunt Bell, who is dead, and some 
children of my cosen Sarah's, of the plague. But 
many of such as I know very well, dead ; yet, to our 
great joy, the town fills apace, and shops begin to be 
open again. Pray God continue the plague's decrease ! 
for that keeps the Court away from the place of busi-r 
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ness, and so all goes to rack as to publick matters, they 
at this distance not thinking of it* 

1665-6. 

January Ist Called up by five o'clock by Mr. 
Tooker, who wrote, while I dictated to him, my busi- 
ness of the Pursers ; and so, without eating or drink- 
ing, till three in the afternoon, to my great content, 
finished it. 

2nd. Up by candle-light again, and my business 
being done, to my Lord Brouncker's, and there find 
Sir J. Minnes and all his company, and Mr. Boreman 
and Mrs. Turner, but, above all, my dear Mrs. Knipp, 
with whom I sang, and in perfect pleasure I was to 
hear her sing, and especially her little Scotch song of 
^^Barbary Allen;" and to make our mirth the com-r 
pleter. Sir J. Minnes was in the highest pitch of mirth, 
and his mimicall tricks, that ever I saw, and most ex-p 
cellent pleasant company he is, and the best musique 
that ever I saw, and certainly would have made an ex- 
cellent actor, and now would be an excellent teacher of 
actors. Then, it being past night, against my will, took 
leave. 

3d. I to the Duke of Albemarle and back again : and, 
at the Duke's, with great joy, I received the good news 
of the decrease of the plague this week to 70, and but 253 
in aU ; which is the least Bill hath been known these 
twenty years in the City, though the want of people 
in London is it, that must make it so low, below the 
ordinary number for Bills. So home, and find all my 
good company I had bespoke, as Colman and his wife, 
and Laneare, Knipp and her surly husband ; and good 
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imusick we had^ and among other things^ Mr. Coleman 
sang my words I set, of ** Beauty, retire," and they 
praise it mightily. Then to dancing and supper, and 
mighty merry till Mr. Rolt come in, whose pain of the 
tooth-ake made him no company, and spoilt ours: so he 
away, and then my wife's teeth fell of aking, and she to 
bed. So forced to break up all with a good song, and 
so to bed 

5th. I with my Lord Brouncker and Mrs. Williams 
by coach with four horses to London, to my Lord's 
house in Covent Garden. But, Lord I what staring to 
see a nobleman's coach come to town ! And porters 
every where bow to us ; and such begging of beggars ! 
And delightful it is to see the town full of people again ; 
and shops begin to open, though in many places seven 
or eight together, and more, all shut ; but yet the towii 
is full, compared with what it used to be. I mean the 
City end : for Covent Garden and Westminster are yet 
very empty of people, no Court nor gentry being there. 
Home, thinking to get Mrs. Knipp, but could not, she 
being busy with company, but sent me a pleasant letter^ 
writing herself " Barbary Allen." Beading a discourse 
about the river of Thames, the reason of its being 
choked up in several places with shelfes: which is 
plain is, by the encroachments made upon the Biver, 
and running out of causeways into the Biver, at 
every wood-wharfe: which was not heretofore, when 
Westminster Hall and White Hall were built, and 
Bedriffe Church, which now are sometimes overflown 
with water. 

6th. To a great dinner and much company. Mr. 
Cuttle and his lady .and I went, hoping to get Mrs. 
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Knlpp to US, having wrote a letter to her in the morn- 
ing, calling myself ** Dapper Dicky," in answer to her's 
of " Barbary Allen," but could not, and am told by the 
boy that carried my letter, that he foimd her crying ; 
and I fear she lives a sad life with that ill-natured fel- 
low her husband : so we had a great, but I a melan- 
choly dinner. After dinner to cards, and then comes 
notice that my wife is come unexpectedly to me to 
town : so I to her. It is only to see what I do, and 
why I come not home ; and she is in the right that I 
would have a little more of Mrs. Knipp's company be- 
fore I go away. My wife to fetch away my things 
from Woolwich, and I back to cards, and after cards to 
choose King and Queene, and a good cake there was, 
but no marks found ; but I privately found the clove, 
the mark of the knave, and privately put it into Cap- 
tain Cocke's piece, which made some mirth, because of 
his lately being known by his buying of clove and 
mace of the East India prizes. At night home to my 
lodging, where I find my wife returned with my things. 
It being Twelfth-Night, they had got the fiddler, and 
mighty merry they were; and I above, come not to 
them, leaving them dancing, and choosing King and 
Queene. 

7th. The town talks of my Lord Craven being to 
come into Sir G. Carteret's place ; but sure it cannot 
be true. But I do fear those two families, his and my 
Lord Sandwich's, are quite broken; and I must now 
stand upon my own legs. With my wife and Mercer 
took boat and away home ; but in the evening, before I 
went, comes Mrs. Knipp, just to speak with me pri- 
vately, to excuse her not coming to me yesterday, com- 
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plaining how like a devil her husband treats her, but 
will be with us in town a week hence. 

8th. To Bennett's, in Paternoster Row, few shops 
there being yet open, and there bought velvett for a 
coat, and camelott for a cloak for myself; and thence to 
a place to look over some fine counterfeit damasks to 
hang my wife's closet, and pitched upon one. 

9th. To the office, where we met first since the 
plague, which God preserve us in ! Pierce teUs me how 
great a difference hath been between the Duke and 
Duchesse, he suspecting her to be naught with Mr. 
Sidney. But some way or other the matter is made 
up ; but he was banished the Court, and the Duke for 
many days did not speak to the Duchesse at all. He 
tells me that my Lord Satidwich is lost there at Court, 
though the King is particularly his friend. But people 
do speak every where slightly of him ; which is a sad 
story to me, but I hope it may be better again. And 
that Sir G. Carteret is neglected, and hath great enemies 
at work against him. That matters must needs go bad, 
while all the town, and every boy in the street, openly 
cries, " The King cannot go away till my Lady Castle- 
maine be ready to come along with him ;" she being 
lately put to bed. And that he visits her and Mrs. 
Stewart every morning before he eats his breakfast. 

lOtL I do find Sir G. Downing to be a mighty 
talker, more than is true, which I now know to be so, 
and suspected it before. To my Lord Broimcker's 
house in Covent Garden. The plague is encreased this 
week from seventy to eighty-nine. We have also great 
fear of our Hambrough fleet, of their meeting with the 
Dutch ; as also have certain news, that by storms Sir 
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Jer. Smith's* fleet is scattered, and three of them come 
without masts back to Plymouth. Seeing and saluting 
Mrs. Stokes, my little goldsmith's wife in Paternoster 
Row, and there bespoke a silver chafing-dish for warm- 
ing plates. To the Duke of Albemarle. Here I saw 
Sir W. Coventry's kind letter to him concerning my 
paper, and among other of his letters, which I saw all, 
and that is a strange thing, that whatever is writ to this 
Duke Albemarle, all the world may see ; for this very 
night he did give me Mr. Coventry's letter to read soon 
as it come to his hand, before he had read it himself, 
and bid me take out of it what concerned the Navy, 
and many things there was in it, which I should not 
have thought fit for him to have let anybody so sud- 
denly see ; but, among other things, find him profess 
himself to the Duke a friend into the inquiring further 
into the business of prizes, and advises that it may be 
publick, for the righting the King, and satisfying the 
people — the blame to be rightly laid where it should be, 
which strikes very hard upon my Lord Sandwich, and 
troubles me to read it. Besides, the Duchesse cried 
mightily out against the having of gentlemen captains 
with feathers and ribbands, and wished the King would 
send her husband to sea with the old plain sea Captains 
ihat he served with formerly, that would make their 
ships swim with blood, though they could not make 
leagues as Captains now-a-days can. 

11th. At noon to dinner all of us by invitation to 
Sir W. Pen's, and much company. Among others, 

^ Admiral Sir Jeremy Smith, mentioned in p. 107, ante^ com- 
manded a fleet in the Straights at this time, and another in the 
Channel, in 1668. 

VOL. III. L 
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Lieutenant of the Tower^ and Broome^ his poet^ and 
Dr. Whistler and his son-in-law Lowther,* servant to 
Mrs. Margaret Pen, and Sir Edward Spragg, a meny 
man, that sang a pleasant song pleasantly. 

12th. I and my Lord Brouncker by coach a little 
way, for discourse sake, till our coach broke, and tum- 
bled me oyer him quite down the side of the coach, fall- 
ing on the ground about the stockes, but up again. To 
my poor wife, who works aU day at home like a horse, 
at the making of her hangings for our chamber and 
the bed. 

13th. Home with his Lordship to Mrs. Williams's, in 
Covent Garden, to dinner, the first time I ever was 
there, and there met Captain Cocke ; and pretty merry, 
though not perfectly so, because of the fear that there is 
of a great encrease again of the plague this week. And 
again my Lord Brouncker do tell us, that he hath it 
from Sir John Baber,^ who is related to my Lord Craven, 
that my Lord Craven do look after Sir G. Carteret's 
place, and do reckon himself sure of it. 

14tL (Lord's day.) Long in bed, till raised by my 
new taylor, Mr. Penny, who comes and brings me my 
new velvet coat, very handsome, but plain. At noon eat 
the second of the two cygnets Mr. Shepley sent us for 
a new year's gift. This afternoon, after sermon, comes 
my dear fair beauty of the Exchange, Mrs. Batelier, 
brought by her sister, an acquaintance of Mercer's, to 
see my wife. I saluted her with as much pleasure as I 
had done any a great while. We sat and talked to- 

. ^ Anthony Lowther, of Marske, Yorkshire, who died in 1692. 
We shall see that he married the lady. 
' Physician in Ordinary to the King. 
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gether an hour^ with Infinite pleasure to me^ and so the 
fair creature went away, and proves one of the modestest 
women and pretty, that ever I saw in my life, and my 
wife judges her so, too. 

15th. To Mrs. Pierce, to her new house in Covent 
Garden, a very fine place and fine house. Took her 
thence home to my house, and so by water to Boreman's 
by night, where the greatest disappointment that ever 
I saw in my life — ^much company, a good supper pro- 
vided, and all come with expectation of excess of mirth, 
but all blank through the way wardnesse of Mrs. Knipp, 
who, though she had appointed the night, could not be 
got to come. Not so much as her husband could get 
her to come ; but, which was a pleasant thing in all my 
anger, I asking him, while we were in expectation what 
answer one of our many messengers would bring, what 
he thought, whether she would come or no, he answered 
that, for his part, he could not so much as think. At 
last, very late, and supper done, she come undressed, 
but it brought me no mirth at all ; only, after all being 
done, without singing, or very little, and no dancing, 
Pierce and I to bed together, and he and I very merry 
to find how little and thin clothes they give us to cover 
us, so that we were fain to lie in our stockings and 
drawers, and lay all our coats and clothes upon the' 
bed 

16th. Mightily troubled at the news of the plague's 
being encreased, and was much the saddest news that 
the plague hath brought me from the beginning of it i 
because of the lateness of the year, and the fear we 
may with reason have of its continuing with us the next 
summer. The total being now 375, and the plague 158. 

l2 
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17tL After dinner, late took horse^ and I rode to 
Dagenhams in the dark. It was my Lord Crewe's de-» 
sire that I should come, and chiefly to discourse with 
me of my Lord Sandwich's matters; and therein to 
persuade, what I had done already, that my Lord 
should sue out a pardon for his business of the prizes, 
as also for Bergen, and all he hath done this year past^ 
before he begins his Embassy to Spain; for it is to 
be feared that the Parliament will fly out against him^ 
and particular men, the next Session. He is glad alsd 
that my Lord is dear of his sea-imployment, though 
sorry, as I am, only in the manner of its bringing about.^^ 
After supper, up to wait on my Lady Crewe, who is the 
same weak silly lady as ever, asking such saintly ques- 
tions. 

18tL To Captain Cocke's, where Mrs. Williams was, 
and Mrs. Knipp. I was not heartily merry, though a 
glass of wine did a little cheer me. After dinner to the 
pflSce. Anon comes to me thither my Lord Broimcker, 
Mrs. Williams, and Knipp. I brought down my wife 
in her night-gown, she not being indeed very well, to 
the office to theuL My wife and I anon and Mercer, 
by coach, to Pierce's, where mighty merry, and sing and 
dance with great pleasure ; and I danced, who never 
did in company in my life. 

19th. It is a remarkable thing how infinitely naked 
all that end of the town, Covent Garden, is, at this 
day, of people, while the City is almost as full again of 
people as ever it was. 

20th. I sent my boy home for some papers, where, he 
staying longer than I would have him, I become angry, 
and boxed my boy when he come, that I do hurt my 



J665-6.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 149 

thunib so much, that I was not able to stir all the day 
after, and in great pain. 

22nd. At noon my Lord Brouncker did come, but 
left the keys of the chest we should open, at Sir G. Car- 
teret's lodgings, of my Lord Sandwiches, wherein Howe's 
supposed jewels are ; so we could not, according to my 
Lord Arlington's order, see them to-day : but we 
parted, resolving to meet here at night: my Lord 
Brouncker being going with Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Hooke,' 
and others, to Colonel Blunt's, to consider again of the 
business of chariots, and to try their new invention, 
which I saw here my Lord Brouncker ride in ; where 
the coachman sits astride upon a pole over the horse, 
but do not touch the horse, which is a pretty odde 
thing ; but it seems it is most easy for the horse, and, 
as they say, for the man also. The first meeting of 
Gresham College since the plague. Dr. Goddard did 
fill us with talk, in defence of his and his fellow phy- 
sicians going out of town in the. plague-time ; saying, 
that their particular patients w^re most gone out of 
town, and they left at liberty; and a great deal 
more, &c. But what, among other fine discourse, 
pleased me most, was Sir G. Ent,^ about respiration ; 
that it is not to this day known, or concluded on, among 
physicians, nor to be done either, how the actiQn is 
managed by nature, or for what use it is. 

23rd. Good news beyond all expectation of the 
decrease of the plague, being now but 79, and the 

* Dr. Robert Hooke, before mentioned, Professor of Geometry 

fA Gresham College, and Curator of the Experiments to the Boyal 

Society, of which he is one of the earliest and most distinguished 

members. Ob. 1678. 

• * Sir George Ent, F.R.S., Preisident of the College of Physicians. 
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whole but 272. So home with comfort to bed* A 
most furious storme all night and morning. 

24th. My Lord [Brouncker] and I, the weather being 
a little fairer, by water to Deptford, to Sir G. Carteret's 
house, where W. Howe met us, and there we opened the 
chests, and saw the poor sorry rubys whicih have 
caused all this ado to the undoing of W. Howe ; though 
I am not much sorry for it, because of his pride and 
ill nature. About 200 of these very small stones, and 
a cod of muske, which it is strange I was not able to 
smell, is all we could find; so locked them up agtdn, 
and my Lord and I, the wind being again very furious, 
so as we durst not go by water, walked to London 
quite round the bridge, no boat being able to stirre ; 
and. Lord I what a dirty walk we had, and so strong 
the wind, that in the fields we many times could not 
carry our bodies against it, but were driven backwards. 
We went through Horslydowne, where I never was 
since a boy, that I went to enquire after my father, 
whom we did give over for lost coming from Holland. 
It was dangerous to walk the streets, the bricks and 
tiles falling from the houses, that the whole streets 
were covered with them; and whole chimneys, nay, 
whole houses, in two or three places, blowed down. 
But, above all, the pales of London Bridge, on both 
sides, were blown away, so that we were fain to stoop 
very low for fear of blowing off of the bridge. We could 
see no boats in the Thames afloat, but what were 
broke loose, and carried through the bridge, it being 
ebbing water. And the greatest sight of all was, 
among other parcels of ships driven here and there 
in clusters together; one was quite overset, and lay 
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with her masts all along in the water, and keel above 
water. 

25th. It is now certain that the King of France hath 
pnblicklj declared war against us, and God knows how 
little fit we are for it. 

26th. Pleased mightily with what mj poor wife hath 
been doing these eight or ten days with her own hands, 
like a drudge, in fitting the new hangings of our bed- 
chfunber of blue, and putting the old red ones into my 
dressing-room. 

28th. Took coach, and to Hampton Court, where we 
find the King, and Duke, and Lords, all in council ; so 
we walked up and down : there being none of the ladies 
come, and so much the more business I hope will be 
done. The Council being up, out comes the King, 
and I kissed his hand, and he grasped me very kindly 
by the hand. The Duke also, I kissed his, and he 
mighty kind, and Sir W. Coventry. I found my Lord 
Sandwich there, poor man I I see with a melancholy 
face, and suffers his beard to grow on his upper lip 
more than usual I took him a little aside, to know 
when I should wait on him, and where : he told me^ 
that it would be best to meet at his lodgings, with* 
out being seen to walk together, which I liked very 
well ; and. Lord ! to see in what difficulty I stand, that 
I dare not walk with Sir W. Coventry, for fear my 
Lord or Sir G. Carteret should see me ; nor with either 
of them, for fear Sir W. Coventry should. I went 
down into one of the Courts, and there met the King 
and Duke ; and the Duke called me to him. And the 
TCiTig come to me of himself, and told me, " Mr. 
Pepys," says he, " I do give you thanks for your good 
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service all this year, and I assure you I am very sensible 
of it." And the Duke of York did tell me with 
pleasure, that he had read over my discourse about 
pursers, and would have it ordered in my way, and so 
feU from one discourse to another. I walked with 
ihem quite out of the Court into the fields, and then 
back, and to my Lord Sandwich's chamber, where I 
find him very melancholy, and not well satisfied, I per* 
ceive, with my carriage to Sir G. Carteret, but I did 
satisfy him that I have a very hard game to play; and 
he told me that he was sorry to see it, and the* incon- 
veniences which likely may fall upon me with him; 
but, for aU that, I am not much afraid, if I can but 
keep out of harm's way. He hath got over the busi- 
ness of the prizes, so far as to have a privy seal passed 
for all that was in his distribution to the officers, which 
I am heartily glad of; and, for the rest, he must be 
answerable for what he is proved to have. But for his 
pardon for anything else^ he thinks it not seasonable to 
ask it, and not useful to him; because that will not 
stop a Parliament's mouth, and for the King, he is not 
sure of him. Took boat, and by water to Kingston, 
«nd 80 to our lodgings. 

- 29tL Up, and to Court by coach, where to council 
before the Duke of York, the Duke of Albemarle with 
us. My Lord Sandwich come in, in the middle of the 
business, and, poor man, very melancholy, methought, 
and said little at all, or to the business, and sat at the 
lower end, just as he come, no room being made for 
him, only I did give him my stool, and another was 
reached me. Mr. Evelyn and I into my Lord Brouno- 
leer's coach, and rode together with excellent discourse 
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till we come to Clapham, talking of the vanity and 
vices of the Court, which makes it a most contemptible 
thing ; and, indeed, in all his discourse, I find him a 
most worthy person. Particularly he entertained me 
with discourse of an Infirmary, which he hath projected 
for the sick and wounded seamen against the next year, 
which I mightily approve of; and will endeavour to 
promote it, being a worthy thing, and of use, and will 
save money. He set me down at Mr. Gauden's, where 
I took a book and into the gardens, and there walked 
and read till dark. Anon come in Creed and Mr. Gau- 
den, and his sons, and then they bring in three ladie^ 
who were in the house, but I do not know them — ^his 
daughter and two nieces, daughters of Dr. Whistler's, 
with whom and Creed mighty sport at supper, the 
ladies very pretty and mirthfulL After supper, I made 
the ladies sing, yet it was the saddest stuff I ever heard. 
However, we sat up late, and then I, in the best cham- 
ber, like a prince, to bed, and Creed with me, and, 
being sleepy, talked but little. 

30th. Home, finding the town keeping the day 
solemnly, it being the day of the King's murther ; and 
they being at church,.! presently into the chiurch. 
This is the first time I have been in the church since I 
left London for the plague, and it frighted me indeed 
to go through the church more than I thought it could 
liave done, to see so many graves lie so high upon the 
churchyards, where people have been buried of the 
plague. I was much troubled at it, and do not think 
to go through it again a good while.* 

^ The following summary of the deaths from the plague, of 
166^, in the parish of St. Olave^s, Hart Street, was extracted 
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31st. I find many about the City that liye near 
the churchyards solicitous to have the churchyards 
covered with lime, and I think it is needfuU, and ours^ 
I hope, will be done. To my Lord Chancellor's new 
house which he is buildings only to view it, hearing so 
much &om Mr. Eveljm, of it ; and, indeed, it is the 
finest pile I ever did see in my life, and will be a glo- 
rious house. To White Hall, and, to my great joy, 
people begin to bustle up and down there, the King 
holding his resolution to be in town to-morrow, and 
hath good encouragement, blessed be God I to do so, 
the plague being decreased this week to 66, and the 
total to 227. 

February 2d. My Lord Sandwich is come to town 
with the King and Duke. To London, and there, 
among other things, did look over some pictures at 
Cade's for my house, and did carry home a silver dnidger* 
for my cupboard of plate, and did call for my silver 
chafing-dishes; and, with my wife, looked over our 
plate, and picked out <£*40 worth, I believe, to change 
for more useful plate, to our great content, and then 
we shall have a very handsome cupboard of plate. 

4th. (Lord's day.) My wife and I the first time to* 

from the Register, by the Bev. C. Murray, and printed in ^^ The 
Gentleman's Magazine," October, 1845 : — In July, 4 ; August, 22 ; 
September, 63; October, 54; November, 18; December, 5. Of 
these, there were buried in tbe churchyard, 98 ; in the new church- 
yard, 42; in vaults, 12; in the church, 7; in the chancel, 1. 
Buried, places of interment not specified, 166. Total, 326. No 
wonder that Pep3n3 felt nervous on first entering the church, after 
the sickness abated. 

^ Does he mean a dredger, which was a small metal box for 
holding flour P 



1665-6.] SAMUEL PEPTS. 155 

gether at church since the plague, and now only be* 
cause of Mr. Mills his coming home to preach his first 
sermon ; expecting a great excuse for his leaving the 
parish before any body went, and now staying till all 
are come home ; but he made but a very poor and short 
excuse, and a bad sermon* JEt was a frost, and had 
snowed last night, which covered the graves in the 
churchyard, so as I was the less afraid for going 
through. My wife tells me my aunt James is lately 
dead of the stone. 

5th. To the Sun, behind the Exchange, about seven 
o'clock, where I find all the five brothers Houblons, 
and mighty fine gentlemen they are all, and used me 
mighty respectftdly. We were mighty civilly merry, 
and their discourses, having been all abroad, very 
fine. 

7tL It being fast-day, I staid at home all day long, 
putting my chamber in the same condition it was before 
the plague. 

8th. Lord Brouncker with the King and Duke upon 
the water to-day, to see Greenwich house, and the 
yacht Castle is building of. 

9th. To Westminster, to the Exchequer, al^out my 
Tangier business, and so to Westminster Hall, where 
the first day of the Terme, and the hall very full 
of people, and much more than was expected, consi- 
dering the plague that hath been. Anon the five bro* 
thers Houblons come, and Mr. Hill, and a very good 
supper we had, and good company and discourse, with 
great pleasure. My new plate sets off my cupboard 
very nobly. A fine sight it is to see these five brothers 
thus loving one to another^ and all industrious mer^ 



156 DIAEY or [10th Feb. 

chants. Mr. Hill's going for them to Portugall was the 
occasion of this entertainment. 

lOtL To the office. This day comes first Sir Tho- 
mas Harvey after the plague, having been out of town 
all this while. He was coldly received by us, and he 
went away before we rose also, to make himself appear 
a man less necessary. To supper, and to bed, being 
now-a-days, for these four or five months, mightily 
troubled with my snoring in my sleep, and know not 
how to remedy it. 

11th. (Lord's day.) Up, and put on a new black 
cloth suit to an old coat, that I make to be in mourning 
at Court, where they are all, for the King of Spain. I 
to the Park, and walked two or three tumes of the Pell 
Mell with the company about the King and Duke ; the 
Duke speaking to me a good deal. There met Lord 
Broimcker and Mr. Coventry, and discoursed about the 
Navy business ; and all of us much at a loss that we yet 
can hear nothing of Sir Jeremy Smith's fleet, that went 
fliway to the Straights the middle of December, through 
all the storms that we have had since, that have driven 
back three or four of them, with their masts by the 
board. Yesterday came out the King's Declaration of 
'War against the French, but with such mild invitations 
of both them and the Dutch, to come over here, with 
promise of their protection^ that every body wonders 
at it. . 

12th. Comes Mr. Caesar, my boy's lute-master, whom 
J have not seen since the plague before, but he hath 
been in Westminster all this while, very well ; and tells 
me, in the height of it, how bold people there were, to 
go in sport to one another's burials ; and in spite, too. 
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ill people would breathe in the faces, out of their 
windows, of well people going by. 

13th. Ill news this night, that the plague is encreased 
this week, and in many places else about the town, and 
at Chatham and elsewhere. 

14th: (St. Valentine's day.) This morning called up 
by Mr. Hill, who, my wife thought, had come to be her 
Valentine — she, it seems, having drawn him, but it 
proved not. However, calling him up to our bed-side, 
my wife challenged him. I took Mr. Hill to my Lord 
Chancellor's new house that is building, and went, with 
trouble, up to the top of it ; and there is the noblest 
prospect that ever I saw in my life, Greenwich being 
nothing to it ; and in every thing is a beautiful house, 
and most strongly built in every respect; and as if,. as 
it hath, it had the Chancellor for its master. I staid a 
meeting of the Duke of York's, and the oflSicers of the 
Navy and Ordnance. My Lord Treasurer lying in bed 
of the gowte. 

15th. Mr. Hales* begun my wife's portrait in the 
posture we saw one of my Lady Peters, like a St 
Katharine. While he painted, Knipp, and Mercer, 
and I, sang ; and by and by comes Mrs. Pierce, with 
my name in her bosom for her Valentine, which will 
cost me money. We hear this night of Sir Jeremy 
Smith, that he and his fleet have been seen at Malaga ; 
which is good news. 

16th. To my Lord Sandwich, to talk of his affairs, 
and particularly of his prize goods, wherein I find he is 
weary of being troubled, and gives over the care of it 

^ John Hayls, or Hales, a portrait-painter, remarkable for copy* 
ing Vandyke well, and being a rival of Lely. 
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to let it come to what it will, having the King's release 
for the dividend made, and for the rest he thinks him- 
self safe from being proved to have anything more. To 
the Coffee-House, the first time I have been there, 
where very full, and company, it seems, hath been there 
all the plague time. The Queene comes to Hampton 
Court to-night. With Mr. Hater in the garden, talk- 
ing about a husband for my sister, and reckoning up all 
our clerks about us, none of which he thinks fit for her 
and her portion. 

17th. News of Sir Jeremy Smith's being very well 
with his fleete at Cales. 

ISth. It being a brave day, I walked to White Hall, 
where the Queene and ladies are all come : I saw some 
few of them, but not the Queene, nor any of the great 
beauties. Thence took coach, and home, calling by the 
way at my bookseller's for a book writ about twenty 
years ago in prophecy of this year coming on, 1666, ex- 
plaining it to be the mark of the beast. 

19 th. To see my Lord Hinchingbroke, which I did, 
and I am mightily out of countenance in my great ex- 
pectation of him by others' report, thoi^gh he is indeed 
a pretty gentleman, yet nothing what I took him for, 
methinks, either as to person or discourse. I am told 
for certain, what I have heard once or twice already, of 
a Jew in town, that in the name of the rest do offer to 
give any man <f 10 to be paid <f 100 if a certain person 
now at Smyrna be within these two years owned by all 
the Princes of the East, and particularly the grand 
3ignor, as the King of the world, in the same manner 
we do the King of England here, and that this man is 
the true MessiaL One named a friend of his that had 
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received ten pieces in gold upon thiB score^ and says that 
the Jew hath disposed of «£^1100 in this manner^ which 
is very strange ; and certainly this year of 1666 will be 
a year of great action ; but what the consequences of it 
will be, Grod knows ! To the 'Change, and firom my 
stationer's thereabouts carried home by coach two books 
of Ogilby's, his ^sop and Coronation, which fell to 
my lot at his lottery. Cost me ^4, besides the bind- 
ing. To my Lord Treasurer's, where the state of our 
Navy debts was laid open, there being but ^1,500,000 
to answer a certain expence and debt of ^2,300,000. 
To White Hall, and there saw the Queene at cards with 
many ladies, but none of our beauties were there. But 
glad I was to see the Queene so well, who looks pret- 
tily ; and methinks hath more life than before, since it 
is confessed of all that she miscarried lately ; Dr. Clerke 
telling me yesterday of it at White HalL^ 

20th. Up, and to the office; where, among other 
businesses, Mr. Evelyn's proposition about publick In- 
firmary s was read and agreed on, he being there: and 
at noon I took him home to dinner, being desirous of 
keeping my acquaintance with him; and a most excel- 
lent humoured man I still find him, and mighty know- 
ing. To my Lord Sandwich's, where, bolting into the 
dining-room, I there found Captain Ferrers going to 
christen a child of his, bom yesterday, and I come just 
pat to be a godfather, along with my Lord Hinching- 
broke and Madam Pierce, my Valentine. A little vexed 
to see myself .so beset with people to spend me money. 

^ The details in the original are very coarsely expressed, but leave 
no doubt of the fact, exculpating the Chancellor from the charge 
of having selected the Queen as incapable of bearing children. 
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After that done, and gone and kissed my mother in 
bed, I away to Westminster Hall, and thence home, 
where little Mrs. Tooker staid all night with us, and a 
pretty child she is, and happens to be niece to my 
beauty that is dead, that lived at the Jackanapes, in 
Cheapside. 

21st. My brother John is shortly to be Master in 
Arts, and writes me this week a Latin letter that he is 
to go into orders this Lent. To the Duke's cham- 
ber, and here the Duke did bring out a book of 
great antiquity, of some of the customs of the Navy, 
about 100 years since, which he did lend us to read, 
and deliver him back again. To Trinity-house, being 
invited to an Elder Brother's feast; and there met and 
sat by Mr. Prin, and had good discourse about the 
privileges of Parliament, which, he says, are few to 
the Commons' House, and those not examinable by 
them, but only by the House of Lords. Thence with 
my Lord Brouncker to Gresham College, the first time 
after the sickness that I was there, and the second time 
any met. And here a good lecture of Mr. Hooke's 
about the trade of felt-making, very pretty ; and anon 
he alone with me about the art of drawing pictures by 
Prince Rupert's rule and machine, and another of 
Dr. Wren's;^ but he says nothing do like squares, or, 
which is the best in the world, like a dark roome. 

22d. We are much troubled that the sickness in 
general, the town being so full of people, should be but 
three, and yet of the particular disease of the plague 
there should be ten encrease. 

23d. To my Lord Sandwich's, who did lie the last 

^ Sir Christopher Wren. 
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night at his house in Lincohi's Inne Fields. It being 
fine walking in the morning, and the streets fiill of 
people again. There I staid, and the house full of people 
come to take leave of my Lord, who this day goes 
out of towne upon his embassy towards Spain ; and I 
was glad to find Sir W. Coventry to come, though I 
know it is only a piece of courtship. To Mr. Hales's, 
and my wife's picture pleases me well, and I begin to 
doubt the picture of my Lady Peters my wife takes 
her posture from, and which is an excellent picture, is 
not of his making — ^it is so master-like. Comes Mrs. 
Knipp to see my wife, and I spent all the night talking 
with this baggage, and teaching her my song of " Beauty, 
retire," which she sings and makes go most rarely, and 
a very fine song it seems to be. She also entertained 
me with repeating many of her own and others' parts of 
the play-house, which she do most excellently; and 
tells me the whole practices of the play-house and 
players, and is in every respect most excellent com- 
pany. So I supped, and was merry at home all the 
evening, and the rather it being my birthday 33 years, 
for which God be praised that I am in so good a condi- 
tion of health and estate, and everything else as I am, 
beyond expectation, in all. 

24th. At the office till past three o'clock. At that 
hour home, and eat a bit alone, my wife being gone out. 
So abroad by coach with Mr. Hill, who staid for me to 
speak about business, and he and I to Hales's, where I 
find my wife, and her woman, and Pierce and Knipp. 
There sung, and was mighty merry, and I joyed myself 
in it ; but vexed at first to find my wife's picture not so 
like as I expected; but it was only his having finished 

VOL. III. M 
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one part, and not another, of the fiice; but, before I 
went, I was satisfied it will be an excellent picture. 
Here we had ale and cakes, and mighty merry, and 
sung my song, which she now sings bravely, and makes 
me proud of myself. Thence left my wife to go home 
with Mrs. Pierce, while I home to the office, and there 
pretty late, and to bed, after fitting myself for to-mor- 
row's journey. 

25tlL (Lord's day.) My wife up between three and 
four of the o'clock in the morning to dress herself, and I 
about fiye, and were all ready to take coach, she and I and 
Mercer, a little past five, but, to our trouble, the coach 
did not come till six. I hired it on purpose, and Lechr 
mere to lide by, through the city, it being dear day, to 
Branford^ and so with our coach of four horses to 
Windsor, and so to Cranbome, about deyen o'clock^ 
and found my Lord ^ and the ladies at a sermon in the 
house; which being ended, we to them, and all the 
OHupany glad to see us, and mighty merry to dinner. 
Here was my Lord, and Lord Hinchingbroke, and 
Mr. Sidney,' Sir Charles Herbert, and Mr. Carteret, 
my Lady Carteret, my Lady Jemimah, and Lady 
Slaning.' Aft;er dinner to walk in the Park, my Lord 
and I alone ; and he tells me my Lord of Suffolk, Lord 
Arlington, Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Treasurer, 
Mx. Attomy Montago, Sir Thomas Clifford in the 
House of Commons, Sir G. Carteret, and some others 
I cannot presently remember, are friends that I may 
rely on for him. He dreads the issue of this year, and 

^ Sandwich. 

^ Sidney Montagiif Lord Sandwiches second son. 

' Sir G. Carteret*8 daughter Caroline. 
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fears there will be some very great revolutions before 
his coming back again. He doubts it is needful for 
him to have a pardon for his last year's actions^ all 
which he did without commission^ and at most but the 
King's private single word for that of Bergen ; but he 
dares not ask it at this time^ lest it should make them 
think that there is something more in it. than yet they 
know ; and if it should be denied^ it would be of very 
ill consequence. He says, also, if it should in Parlia- 
ment be enquired into the selling of Dunkirke, though 
the Chancellor was the man that would have sold it to 
France, saying the King of Spain had no money to 
give for it, yet he will be found to have been the great- 
est adviser of it, which he is a little apprehensive may 
be called upon by this Parliament. He told me it 
would not be necessary for him to tell me his debts, 
because he thinks I know them so well. He tells me, 
that for the match propounded of Mrs. Mallett for my 
Lord Hinchingbroke, it hath been lately off, and now 
her friends bring it on again, and an overture hath been 
made to him by a servant of hers, to compass the thing 
without consent of friends, she herself having a respect 
to my Lord's family, but my Lord will not listen to it 
but in a way of honour. Then I with the young ladies 
and gentlemen, who played on the guittar, and mighty 

« 

merry, and anon to supper ; and then my Lord going 
away to write, the young gentlemen to flinging of 
cushions, and other mad sports, till towards twelve at 
night, and then, being sleepy, I and my wife in a pas- 
sage-room to bed, and slept not very well, because of 
noise. 
26th. Called up about five in the morning, and my 

m2 



1 64 BIABT OF [26th Feb. 

Lord up, and took leave, a little after mx, very kindly 
of me and the whole company. So took coach and to 
Windsor, to the Gurter, and thither sent for Dr. Childe,' 
who come to us and carried us to St. George's Chapel, 
and there placed us among the Knights' stalls; and 
pretty the observation, that no man, but a woman, may 
sit in a Knight's pkce, where any brass pktes are set, 
and hither come cushions to us, and a young singing- 
boy to bring us a copy of the anthem to be sung. And 
here, for our sakes, had this anthem and the great ser- 
vice sung extraordinary, only to entertain us. It is a 
noble place indeed, and a good Quire of voices. Great 
bowing by all the people, the poor £[nights in particu- 
larly, to the Altar. After prayers, we to see the plate 
of the chapel, and the robes of Knights, and a man to 
show us the banners of the several Knights in being, 
which hang up over the stalls. And so to other dis- 
course very pretty, about the Order. Was shown 
where the late King is buried, and King Henry the 
Eighth, and my Lady Seymour. This being done, to 
the Swing's house, and to observe the neatness and con- 
trivance of the house and gates : it is the most roman- 
tique castle that is in the world. But, Lord! the 
prospect that is in the balcone in the Queene's lodgings, 
and the terrace and walk, are strange things to consider, 
being the best in the world, sure ; and so, giving a great 
deal of money to this and that man and woman, we to 
our tavern, and there dined, the Doctor with us ; and so 
took coach and away to Eton, the Doctor with me. 
Before we went to Chapel this morning, Kate Joyce, in 

^ William Child, Doctor of Mnric, Organist of St. Geoige*8 
Chapel, at Windsor. Ob. 1696, aged 91. 
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a stage-coach going towards London^ called to me. I 
went to her and saluted her, but could not get her to 
stay with us, having company. At Eton I left my wife 
in the coach, and he and I to the College, and there 
find all mighty fine. The school good, and the custom 
pretty of boys cutting their names in the shuts of the 
window when they go to Cambridge, by which many a 
one hath lived to see himself a Provost and Fellow, that 
hath his name in the window standing. To the Hall, 
and there find the boys' verses, " De Peste :" it being 
their custom to make verses at Shrove-tide. I read 
several, and very good they were ; better, I think, than 
ever I made when I was a boy, and in rolls as long and 
longer than the whole Hall, by much. Here is a pic- 
ture of Venice hung up, and a monument made of Sir 
H. Wotton's giving it to the College. Thence to the 
porter's, in the absence of the butler, and did drink of 
the College beer, which is very good ; and went into 
the back fields to see the scholars play. And so to the 
chapel, and there saw, among other things, Sir H. Wot- 
ton's stone with this Epitaph: 

Hie jacet primus hujus sententis Author : — 
Disputandi pruritus fit ecclesiffi scabies. 

But tmfortunately the word " Author " was wrong writ, 
and now so basely altered that it disgraces the stone. 
Thence took leave of the Doctor, and so took coach, 
and finely, but sleepy, away home, and got thither 
about eight at night, and after a little at my office, I to 
bed; and an hour after, was waked with my wife's 
quarreling with Mercer, at which I was angry, and my 
wife and I fell out But with much ado to sleep again. 
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I beginning to practice more temper, and to give her her 
way. 

28tL Mrs. Ejiipp and we dined together, she the 
pleasantest company in the world. After dinner, I did 
give my wife money to lay out on Knipp, 20*. 

March 1st. Blessed be God I a good Bill this week 
we have ; being but 237 in all, and 42 of the plague, 
and of them but six in the City: though my Lord 
Brouncker says, that these six are most of them in new 
parishes, where they were not the last week 

2nd. To Sir Philip Warwick's, by appointment. He 
shewed me his house, which is yet all unhung, but will 
be a very noble house indeed. Mr. James Houblon 
told me in my eare this night that he and his brothers 
have resolved to give me <£200 for helping them out 
with two or three ships. A good sum, and I did ex- 
pect little less. 

3rd. To Hales's, and there saw my wife sit ; and I 
do like her picture mightily, and very like it will be, 
and a brave piece of work ; but he do complain that 
her nose hath cost him as much work as another's face^ 
and he hath done it finely indeed. 

4th. (Lord's day.) All day at my Tangier and pri- 
vate accounts, having neglected them since Christmas, 
which I hope I shall never do again ; for I find the in- 
convenience of it, it being ten times the labour to 
remember and settle things. But I thank God I did it 
at last, and brought them all fine and right ; and I am, I 
think, by all appears to me — and I am sure I cannot be 
«P10 wrong — worth about £4*^600, for which the Lord 
be praised, being the biggest sum I ever was worth yet. 

5th. I was at it till past two o'clock on Monday 
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morning, and then read my vows, and to bed with great 
joy. News for certain of the King of Denmark's de- 
claring for the Dutch, and resolution to assist them. 

6th. In the evening, being at Sir W. Batten's, I 
find my Lord Brouncker and Mrs. Williams, and they 
would of their own accord, though I had never obliged 
them, nor my wife neither, with one visit for many of 
theirs, go see my house and my wife ; which I showed 
them, and made them welcome with wine and China 
oranges, now a great rarity since the war, none to be 
had. My house happened to be mighty clean, and did 
me great honour, and they mightily pleased with it. 

7th. Up betimes, and to St. James's, thinking Mr. 
Coventry had lain there ; but he do not, but at White 
Hall ; so thither I went to him. We walked an hour 
in the Matted Gallery : he of himself begun to dis- 
course of the unhappy differences between him and my 
Lord of Sandwich ; and, from the beginning to the end, 
did run through all passages wherein my Lord hath, 
at any time, gathered any dissatisfaction, and cleared 
himself to me most honourably ; and, in truth, I do 
believe he do as he says. I did afterwards purge myself 
of all partiality in the business of Sir G. Carteret, whose 
story Sir W. Coventry did also run over — that I do 
mind the King's interest, notwithstanding my relation 
to himi ; all which he declares he firmly believes, and 
assures me he hath the same kindness and opinion of 
me as ever. And, when I said I was jealous of myself, 
that, having now come to such an income as I am, by 
his favour, I should not be found to do as much service 
as might deserve it ; he did assure me, he thinks it not 
too much for me, but thinks I deserve it as much as 
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any man in England. All this discourse did cheer my 
heart, and sets me right agam, after a good deal of 
melancholy, out of fears of his disinclination to me, 
upon the difference with my Lord Sandwich and Sir 
6. Carteret; but I am satisfied thoroughly, and so 
went away quite another man, and, by the grace of 
God, will never lose it again by my folly in not yiriting 
aud writing to him, as I used heretofore to do. It 
being a holyday, a fast-day, I to Greenwich, to Captain 
Cocke's, where dined, he, and Lord Brouncker, and 
Matt. Wren, Boltele, and Major Cooper, who is also 
a very pretty companion ; but they all drink hard, and, 
after dinner, to gaming at cards. The King and Duke 
are to go to-morrow to Audley End, in order to the 
seeing and buying of it of my Lord Suffolk.* 

8th. To Hales's, where my wife is sitting ; and, in- 
deed, her face and neck, which are now finished, do so 
please me, that I am not myself almost in consideration 
of the fine picture that I shall be master of. 

9th. Made a visit to the Duke of Albemarle, and, to 
my great joy, find him the same man to me he haabeen 
heretofore, which I was in great doubt of, through my 
negligence in not visiting of him a great while ; and, 
having now set all to rights there, I shall never suffer 
matters to run so far backwards again as I have done 

* The king took possession of Audley End the following autumn, 
but the conveyance of the estate was not executed till May 8th, 
1669 ; of the purchase money, which was £50,000, £20,000 re- 
mained on mortgage of the Hearth Tax in Ireland ; and, in 1701, 
Henry Howard, fifth Earl of Suffolk, was allowed by the Crown, 
upon the debt being cancelled, to re-establish himself in the seat of 
his ancestors. It seems very doubtful whether the interest of the 
mortgage was ever received by the Suffolk family. 
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of late, with reference to my neglecting him and Sir 
W. Coventry. 

loth. I find at home Mrs. Pierce and Knipp come 
to dine with me. We were mighty merry ; and, after 
dinner, I carried them and my wife out by coach to the 
New Exchange, and there I did give my Valentine, 
Mrs. Pierce, a dozen pair of gloves, and a pair of silk 
stockings, and Knipp for company, though my wife 
had, by my consent, laid out 20«. on her the other day, 
six pair of gloves. The truth is, I do indulge myself a 
little the more in pleasure, knowing that this is the 
proper age of my life to do it ; and, out of my obser- 
vation that most men that do thrive in the world do 
foi^et to take pleasure during the time that they are 
getting their estate, but reserve that till they have got 
one, and then it is too late for them to enjoy it. 

12th. My Uncle Talbot Pepys died the last week. 
All the news now is, that Sir Jeremy Smith is at Gales 
with his fleet; and Mings in the Elve. The King is 
come this noon to town from Audley End, with the 
Duke of York and a fine train of gentlemen. 

13th. The plague encreased this week 29 from 28, 
though the total fallen from 238 to 207. 

14th. With my Lord Brouncker towards London, 
in our way called in Covent Garden, and took in Sir 
John, formerly Dr., Baber; who hath this humour, 
that he will not enter into discourse while any stranger 
is in company, till he be told who he is that seems a 
stranger to him. This he did declare openly to me, 
and asked my Lord who I was. Thence to Guildhall, 
in our way taking in Dr. Wilkins, and there my Lord 
and I had full and large discourse with Sir Thomas 
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to work by. Home, haying a great cold : so to bed> 
drinkiiig butter-ale. 

19tli. After dinner, we walked to the Bang's play- 
house, all in dirt, they being altering of the stage to 
make it wider. But Grod knows when they will begin 
to act again; but my business here was to see the 
inside of the stage and all the tiring-rooms and machines ; 
and, indeed, it was a sight worthy seeing. But to see 
their clothes, and the various sorts, and what a mixture 
of things there was ; here a wooden leg, there a ruff, 
here a hobby-horse, there a crown, would make a man 
split himself to see with laughing; and particularly 
Lacy's* wardrobe, and Shotrell's.* But then again to 
think how fine they show on the stage by candle-light, 
and how poor things they are to look at too near 
hand, is not pleasant at all. The machines are fine, 
and the paintings very pretty. With Sir W. Warren, 
talking of many things belonging to us particularly, 
and I hope to get something considerably by him before 
the year be over. He gives me good advice of circum- 
spection in my place, which I am now in great mind 
to improve ; for I think our oflSce stands on very ticklish 
terms, the Parliament likely to sit shortly, and likely to 
be asked more money, and we able to give a very bad 
account of the expence and of what we have done with 

^ John Lacy, the celebrated comedian, author of four plays. 
Ob. 1681. 

^ Bobert and William Shotterel both belonged to the King's 
Company at the opening of their new theatre in 1664. One of 
them, called by Downs a good actor, had been Quarter-master to 
the troop of horse in which Hart was serving as Lieutenant under 
Charles the First's standard ; but nothing further is recorded of 
his merits or career. — Note to Cihher's Apology, 
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what they did give before. Besides, the turning out 
the prize officers may be an example for the King's 
giving us up to Parliament's pleasure as easily, for we 
deserve it as much. Besides, Sir G. Carteret did tell 
me to-night how my Lord Brouncker, whose good-will 
I could have depended as much on as any, did himself 
to him take notice of the many places I have ; and^ 
though I was a painful man, yet the Navy was enough 
for any man to go through with in his own single place 
there, which much troubles me, and shall yet provoke 
me to more and more care and diligence than ever. 
My father propounds a match in the country for Pall, 
which pleased me well, of one that hath seven score 
and odd pounds land per annum in possession; and 
expects ^1000 in money by the death of ah old aunt. 
He hath neither father, mother, sister, nor brother, but 
demands ^^^600 down, and «&100 on birth of first child, 
which I had some inclination to stretch to. He is kins- 
man to, and lives with, Mr. Phillips ; but my Mrife tells 
me he is a drunken, ill-favoured, ill-bred country fellow. 
2l8t. To the Duke of York, and did our usual busi- 
ness with him ; but. Lord 1 how anything is yielded 
presently, even by Sir W. Coventry, that is propounded 
by the Duke, as now to have Troutbecke, his old sur- 
geon, intended to go Surgeon-General to the fleete, to 
go Physician-General of the fleet, of which there never 
was any precedent in the world, and he for that to have 
i£20 per month. Sir Robert Long told us of the 
plenty of partridges in France, where he says the King 
of France and his company killed with their guns, in 
the plain de Versailles, 300 and odd partridges at one 
bout. With Sir W. Warren, who tells me, that at the 
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Committee of the Lords for the prizes to-day, there 
passed very high words between my Lord Ashly and 
Sir W. Coventry, about our business of the prize ships ; 
and that my Lord Ashly did snuff and talk as high to 
him as he used to do to any ordinary man; and that 
Sir W. Coventry did take it very quietly ; but yet, for 
all, did speak his mind soberly, and with reason ; and 
went away, saying, that he had done his duty therein. 

24th. After the Committee up, I had occasion to 
follow the Duke into his lodgings, into a chamber where 
the Duchesse was sitting to have her picture drawn by 
Lilly, who was then at work. But I was well pleased 
to see that there was nothing near so much resemblance 
of her face in his work, which is now the second, if not 
the third time, as there was of my wife's at the very 
first time. Nor do I think at last it can be like, the 
lines not being in proportion to those of her face. 

26th. My Lord Brouncker and I to the Tower, to 
see the famous Engraver, to get him to grave a seal for 
the office. And did. see some of the finest pieces of 
work, in embossed work, that ever I did see in my life, 
for fineness and smallness of the images thereon. Here 
I also did see bars of gold melting, which was a fine sight. 

28tL With Sir W. Clerke into St James's Park, and 
met with Mr. Hayes, Prince Rupert's Secretary, who 
are mighty, both, brisk blades ; but I fear they promise 
themselves more than they expect. To the Cockpitt, 
and dined with a great deal of company at the Duke of 
Albemarle's, and a bad and dirty, nasty dinner. This 
night, I am told, the Queene of Portugall,^ the mother 

^ The celebrated Donna Luiza, widow of Juan lY., and daughter 
of the Duke de Medina Sidonia. 
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to our Queene, is lately dead, and news brought of it 
hither this day. 

29tL This day, poor Jane, my old, little Jane, come 
to us again, to my wife's and my great content, and we 
hope to take mighty pleasure in her, she having all the 
marks and qualities of a good and loving and honest ser- 
vant, she coming by force away &om the other place, 
where she hath Uved ever smce she went from us, and 
at our desire, her late mistress having used all the stra- 
tagems she could to keep her. 

30th. Up, and away goes Alee, our cook-maid, a 
good servant, whom we loved and did weU by her, and 
she an excellent servant, but would not bear being told 
of any fault in the fewest and kindest words, and would 
go away of her own accord, after having given her mis- 
tress warning fickly. I out to Lombard Streete, and 
there received <£^2200, and brought it home ; and, con- 
trary to expectation, received £35 for the use of d&2000 
of it for a quarter of a year, where it hath produced me 
this profit, and hath been a convenience to me, as to 
care and security, at my house, and demandable at 
two days' warning, as this hath been. To Hales's, 
and there sat till almost quite dark upon working 
my gowne, which I hired to be drawn in ; an Indian 
gowne. 

31st. To my accounts, but. Lord 1 what a deal of do 
I have to understand any part of them; for I have sat 
up these four nights till past twelve at night to master 
them, but cannot. However, I do see that I must be 
grown richer than I was by a good deal last month. 

April 1st. To Charing Cross, to wait on Sir Philip 
Howard, whom I find in bed : and he do receive me 
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very civilly. My request was about suffering my wife's 
brother to go to sea, and to save his pay in the Duke's 
guards; which^ after a little difficulty, he did with 
great respect agree to. I find him a very fine-spoken 
gentleman^ and one of great parts^ and very courteous. 
Meeting Dr. Allen^ the physician^ he, and I, and 
another walked in the Park, a most pleasant, warm day, 
and to the Queene's chapel ; where I do not so dislike 
the musick. Here I saw on a post an invitation to all 
good Catholicks to pray for the soul of such a one de- 
parted this life. The Queene, I hear, do not yet hear 
of the death of her mother, she being in a course of 
physick, that they dare not tell it her. Up and down 
my Lord St. Albai^ his new buUding and market-house, 
looking to and again into every place building. I this 
afternoon made a visit to my Lady Carteret, whom I 
understood newly come to towne; and she took it 
mighty kindly, but I see her face and heart are dejected 
from the condition her husband's matters stand in. But 
I hope they will do all well enough ; and I do com- 
fort her as much as I can, for she is a noble lady. 

2nd. Walking with Mr. Gauden in Westminster 
Hall, to talk of his son Benjamin ; and I propounded a 
match for him, and at last named my sister, which he 
embraces heartily ; and, full of it, did go with him to 
London to the 'Change ; and there, with Sir W. Warren, 
who very wisely did shew me that my matching my 
sister with Mr. Gauden would undo me in all my places, 
everybody suspecting me in all I do; and I shall 
neither be able to serve him, nor free myself from im- 
putation of being of his faction, while I am placed for 
his severest check. I was convinced that it would be 
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for neither of our interests to make tins alliance. To 
Westminster HaU, where I purposely took my wife 
well-dressed into the Hall to see and be seen; and, 
among others, [met] Howlet's daughter, who is newly 
married, and is she I call wife, and one I love mightily. 

4tlL Home, and, being washing-day, dined upon cold 
meat. 

5th. At Yiner's was shown the silver plates, made 
for Captain Cocke, to present to my Lord Brouncker ; 
and I chose a dozen of the same weight to be bespoke 
for myself, which he told me yesterday he would give 
me. The plague is, to our great grief, encreased nine 
this week, though decreased a few in the totaL And 
this encrease runs through many parishes, which makes 
us much fear the next year. 

6th. Up mighty betimes upon my wife's going this 
day towards Brampton. I could not go, but W. Hewer 
hath leave from me to go the whole day's journey with 
her. .Met by agreement with Sir Stephen Fox and 
Mr. Ashbumham, and discoursed the business of our 
Excise tally 8 ; the former being Treasurer of the 
Guards, and the other Cofferer of the King's household. 
This day great news of the Swedes declaring for us 
against the Dutch, and, so far as that, I believe it. 

7th. To Hales's, and there find Mrs. Pierce. She 
had done, sitting the first time, and indeed her face is 
mighty like at first dash. About ten of the clock, 
W. Hewer comes to me to tell me that he left my 
wife well this morning at Bugden, which was great 
riding, and brings me a letter from her. 

8th. To the Duke of York, where we all met to hear 
the debate between Sir Thomas Allen and IVIr. Wayth; 
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the former complaining of the latter's ill usage of him 
at the late pay of his ship; but a very sorry^ poo)* 
occasion he had for it. The Duke did determine it 
with great judgment^ chiding both, but encouraging 
Wayth to continue to be a check to all captains in any 
thing to the King's right. And, indeed, I never did 
see the Duke do any thing more in order, nor with 
more judgement than he did pass the verdict in this 
business. The Court full this morning of the news of 
Tom Cheffins's' death, the King's closet-keeper. He 
was as well last night as ever, playing at tables in the 
house, and not very ill this morning at six o'clock, yet 
dead before seven : they think, of an imposthume in 
his breast. But it looks fearfully among people now- 
a-days, the plague, as we hear, encreaaing every where 
again. To the Chapel, but could not get in to hear 
well. But I had the pleasure, once in my life, to see 
an Archbishop,* this was of York, in a pulpit. Then 
at a loss how to get home to dinner, having promised 
to carry Mrs. Hunt thither. At last, got my Lord 
Hinchingbroke'^ coach, he staying at Court; and so 
took her up in Axe-yard, and home and dined; and 
good discourse of the old matters of the Protector and 
his family, she having a relation to them. The Pro- 

^ Sir E. Walker, Grarter King at Arms, in 1644 gave a grant 
of arms gratis to Thomas Chiffinch, one of the pages of His 
Majesty's Bedchamber, Keeper of his private Closet, and Comp- 
troller of the Excise. His brother William appears to have 
succeeded to the two first-named appointments, and became a great 
favourite mth the King, whom he survived. There is a por-« 
trait of William Chiffinch at Gorhambury. 

^ Bichard Sterne, Bishop of Carlisle, elected Archbishop of 
York, 1664. Ob. 1683. 
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tector Syes in France : spends about £M0 per annum. 
To St. James's Chapel^ thinking to have heard a Jesnite 
preach, but come too late. 

9th. By coach to Mrs. Pierce's, and with her and 
Knipp, and Mrs. Pierce's boy and ^1, abroad, thinking 
to have been merry at Chelsey ; but being come ahnost 
to the house by coach near the water-side, a house alone 
« — ^I think the Swan, a gentleman walking by called to 
us to tell us that the house was shut up of the sickness. 
So we, with great afl&ight, turned bac^ being holden 
to the gentleman; and went away, I, for my part, 
in great disorder, for Kensington. 

lOtL To the office, and again all the afternoon, the 
first time of our resolution to sit both forenoons and 
afternoons. 

lltL My people to work about setting rails upon the 
leads of my wife's closet, a thing I have long designed. 
To Hales's, where there was nothing found to be done 
more to my picture,^ but the musique, which now 
pleases me mightily, it being painted true. To Grresham 
College, where a great deal of do and formality in 
choosing of the Coimcil and officers. I had three votes 
to be of the Council, who am but a stranger, nor expected 
any, my Lord Brouncker being confirmed President. 

12th. My Lady Pen comes to me, and takes me into 
her house, where I find her daughter and a pretty lady 
of her acquaintance, one Mrs. Lowther, sister, I suppose, 

^ An anonymous portrait, answering this description, was sold at 
Christie's in May, 1848, with other pictures formerly belonging to 
Pepjs, and since in Mr. Cockerell*s collection, bat the person 
represented appears to be much older than our journalist, and the 
features no way resemble other likenesses of him. 
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of her servant Lowther's, with whom I^ notwithstand- 
ing all my resolution to follow business close this after- 
noon, did stay talking, and playing the fool almost all 
the afternoon. Mrs. Margaret Pen grows mighty 
homely, and looks old. Thence to the office, where my 
Lord Brouncker come : and he and I had a little fray, 
he being, I find, a very peevish man, if he be denied 
what he expects, and very simple in his arguments. 

13th. Called up by my wife's brother, for whom I 
have got a conunission from the Duke of York for 
Muster-Master of one of the divisions, of which Har- 
man^ is Rere Admirall. To the Queene's chapel — 
it being Good-Friday — where people were all upon 
their knees very silent, but, it seems, no masse this 
day. To Mr. Hales's, where he and I presently re- 
solved of going to White Hall, to spend an hour in the 
galleries there, among the pictures, and we did so, to 
my extraordinary satisfaction, he shewing me the differ- 
ence in the paintings, and I do not find so many good 
things as I thought there was. 

15th. Walked into the Park to the Queene's chapel, 
and there heard a good deal of their mass, and some of 
their musique, which is not so contemptible, I think, 
as our people would make it, it pleasing me very well ; 
and, indeed, better than the anthem I heard afterwards 
at White Hall, at my coming back. I* staid till the 
K'ing went down to receive the Sacrament, and stood 
in his closet with a great many others, and there saw 

' John Hannan, afterwards knighted. He had served with great 
repntation in several naval fights, and was desperately wounded in 
1673, while engaged with a Dutch man-of war, which he captured. 
He survived the action some years, but never recovered his health. 

n2 
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him receive it, which I never did see the maimer of 
before. But I do see very little difference between the 
degree of the ceremonies used by our people in the 
administration thereof, and that in the Roman church, 
saving that, methought, our Chapel was not so fine, 
nor the manner of doing it so glorious, as it was in the 
Queene's chapel. Thence walked to Mr. Pierce's, and 
there dined: very good company and good discourse, 
they being able to tell me all the businesses of the Court ; 
the amours and the mad doings that are there : how for 
certain Mrs. Stewart is become the King's mistress ; 
and that the King hath many bastard children that are 
known and owned, besides the Duke of Monmouth* 
To the Park, and thence home to Mr. Pierce again ; . 
and he being gone forth, she, and I, and the children^ 
out by coach to Kensington, to where we were the 
other day, and, with great pleasure, staid till night; 
and were mighty late ; geitting home, the horses tiring 
and stopping. The horses at Ludgate Hill made a final 
stop ; so there I lighted, and with a link walked home. 

16th. Comes Mrs. Mercer, and fair Mrs. Turner, a 
neighbour of hers, to visit me. I staid a great while 
with tbem, being taken with this pretty woman, though 
a mighty silly, affected, citizen woman she is, 

17th. To the office, but. Lord I what a conflict I had 
with myself, my heart tempting me 1000 times to go 
abroad about some pleasure or other, notwithstanding 
the weather fouL However, I did not budge ; and, to 
my great content, did a great deal of business. 

18th. To Mr. Lilly's, the painter's; and there saw 
the heads, some finished, and all begun, of the Flaggmen 
in the late great fight with the Duke of York against 
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the Dutch. The Duke of York hath them done to 
h^ng in his chamber^ and very finely they are done 
indeed. Here are the Prince's, Sir Gt. Askue's, Sir Tho- 
mas Teddiman's,* Sir Christopher Mings's, Sir Joseph 
Jordan's, Sir William Barkeley's, Sir Thomas Allen's,* 
and Captain Harman's, as also the Duke of Albemarle's ; 
and will be my Lord Sandwich's, Sir W. Pen's, and 
Sir Jeremy Smith's. I was very well satisfied with 
this sight, and other good pictures hanging in the house. 
To the Exchange, and there did see great plenty of 
fine prints ; but did buy only a print of an old pillar in 
Home made for a naval triumph, which, for the anti-- 
quity of the shape of the ships, I buy and keep.^ 

2l8t. I down to walk in the garden at Whitehall, it 
being a mighty hot and pleasant day ; and there was 
the Eang, who, among others, talked to us a little ; and, 
among other pretty things, he swore merrily that he 
believed the ketch that Sir W. Batten bought the last 
year at Colchester was of his own getting, it was so 
thick to its length. Another pleasant thing he said of 
Christopher Pett, commanding him that he will not 
alter his moulds upon any man's advice ; ^^ as," says he, 
** Conmiissioner Taylor, I fear, do of his New London^ 
that he makes it differ, in hopes of mending the Old 
London, built by him." "For," says he, "he finds 
that God hath put him into the right, and so will keep 
in it while he is in." " And," says the King, " I am 
sure it must be God put him in, for no art of his own 
ever could have done it ;" for it seems he cannot give 

* Then Vice-admiral of the White. 

* He became Comptroller of the Navy. 

^ This is the first mention of Fepys*s buying prints. 
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a good account of what he do as an artist. Thence 
with my Lord Brouncker in his coach to Hide Parke, 
the first time I have been there this year. There the 
King was; but I was sorry to see my Lady Castle- 
maine; for the mourning forcing all the ladies to go 
in black, with their hair plain and without spots, I 
find her to be a much more ordinary woman than ever 
I durst have thought she was ; and, indeed, is not so 
pretty as Mrs. Stewart. 

22d. (Lord's day.) Up, and put on my new black 
coate long down to my knees. To White Hall, where 
all in deep mourning for the Queen's mother. To the 
Queene's Chapel at St. James's, and there saw a little 
mayd baptized : many parts and words whereof are the 
same with that of our Liturgy, and little that is more 
ceremonious than ours. To Worcester House, and there 
staid and saw the Council up. Back to the Cockepitt, 
and there took my leave of the Duke of Albemarle, 
who is going to-morrow to sea. He seems mightily 
pleased with me, which I am glad of; but I do find 
infinitely my concernment in being careful to appear 
to the King and Duke to continue my care of his busi- 
ness, and to be found diligent as I used to be. Sat a 
great while with Will Joyce, who come to see me the 
first time since the plague, and find him the same im- 
pertinent, prating coxcomb that ever he was. 

23rd. To White Hall, where I had the opportunity 
to take leave of the Prince, and again of the Duke of 
Albemarle; and saw them kiss the King's hands and 
the Duke's ; and much content, indeed, there seems to 
be in all people at their going to sea, and they promise 
themselves much good from them. This morning the 
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House of FaaJiament do meet, only to adjoume again 
till winter. The plague, I hear, encreases in the town 
much, and exceedingly in the country eyerywhere. 
Bonfires in the street, for being St. George's day, and 
Ihe King's Coronation, and the day of the Prince and 
Duke's going to sea. 

24th. Comes Mr. Bland to me, the first time since 
his coming from Tangier; and telk me, in short, how 
all things are out of order there, and like to be ; and 
the place never likely to come to anything while the 
soldiers govern all, and do not encourage trade. 

25th. I to the office, where Mr. Prin come to meet 
about the Chest-business ; and, till company come, did 
discourse with me a good while in the garden about the 
laws of England, telling me the main faults in them ; 
and, among others, their obscurity through multitude 
of long statutes, which he is about to abstract out of all 
of a sort ; and, as he lives and Parliaments come, get 
them put into laws, and the other statutes repealed, and 
then it will be a short work to know the law. Having 
supped upon the leads, to bed. The plague, blessed 
be God I is decreased sixteen this week. 

28th. My wife to her father's, to carry him some 
ruling work, which I have advised her to let him do. 
It will get him some money. She was abo to look 
after a necklace of pearl, which she is mighty busy 
about, I being contented to lay out <£^80 in one for her. 
Baity took leave of us, going to sea, and upon very 
good terms, to be Muster-Master of a squadron, which 
will be worth <£*100 this year to him, besides keeping 
him the benefit of his pay in the Guards. 

29tk To Church, where Mr. MiUs, a lazy sermon 
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upon the Devil's having no right to anything in this 
winid. To Mr. Evelyn's, where I walked in his garden 
till he come from Church, with great pleasure reading 
Ridly's discourse, all my way going and coming, upon 
the CiviU and Eicdesiastical Law. He being come 
home, he and I walked together in the garden with 
mighty pleasure, he being a very ingenious man; and, 
the more I know him, the more I love him. Weary 
to bed, after having my hair of my head cut shorter^ 
even close to my skull, for coolness, it being mighty 
hot weather. 

* 

30tL I after dinner to even all my accoimts of this 
month ; and, bless God I I find myself, notwithstanding 
great expences of late ; viz., ,£80 now to pay for a 
necklace ; near <f 40 for a set of chairs and couch ; near 
£4*0 for my three pictures : yet I do gather, and am 
worth <£5200. My wife comes home by and by, and 
hath pitched upon a necklace with three rows, which is 
a very good one, and <£80 is the price. So ends this 
month with great layings-out. Good health and get- 
tings, and advanced well in the whole of my estate, for 
which God make me thankftd ! 

May 1st. At noon, my cosen Thomas Pepys did 
come to me, to consult about the business of his being 
a Justice of the Peace, which he is much against ; and, 
among other reasons, tells me, as a confidant, that he is 
not free to exercise punishment according to the Act 
against Quakers and other people, for religion. Nor do 
he understand Latin, and so is not capable of the place 
as formerly, now all warrants do run in Latin. Nor he 
in Kent, though he be of Deptford parish, his house 
standing in Surry. However, I did bring him to incline 
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towards It, if he be pressed to take It. I do tlunk it 
may be some repute to me to have my kinsman in 
Commission there, specially if he behave himself to 
content in the coimtry. To RedrifFe, reading a new 
French book my Lord Brouncker did give me to-day, 
" L' HIstoire Amoureuse des Graules," being a pretty 
libel against the amours of the Court of France. My 
wife tells me the ill news, that our Susan is sick, and 
gone to bed, with great pain in her head and back, 
which troubles us aU. 

2nd. With Captain Cocke to my office, to consult 
iibout serving him in getting him some money, he being 
already tired of his slavery to my Lord Brouncker, and 
the charge it costs him, and gets no manner of courtesy 
from him for it. 

3rd. Up, and to send up and down for a nurse to 
take the girle home, and would have given anything. 
I offered, to the only one that we could get, 208. per 
week, and we to find clothes, and bedding, and physick, 
and would have given 30«., as demanded, but desired an 
hour or two's time. Sent for the girPs mother; she 
come,, and undertakes to get her daughter a lodging and 
nurse at next door to her, though she dare not for the 
parish' sake, whose sexton her husband is, to have [her] 
into her own house. 

4th. To Mr. Hales, to see what he had done to Mrs. 
Pierce's picture, and whatever he pretends, 1 do not 
think it will ever be so good a picture as my wife's. 
Thence home to dinner, and had a great fray with my 
wife about Brown's coming to teach her to paint, and 
sitting with me at table, which I will not yield to. I 
do thoroughly believe she mecms no hurt in it ; but very 
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angry we were, and I resolyed all into my having my 
will done, without disputing, be the reason what it will ; 
and so I will have it. This evening, being weary of 
my late idle courses, I bound myself to veiystiiet rules 
till Whitsunday next. 

5tL It being a Tery fine moonshine, my wife and 
Mercer come into the garden, and, my business being 
done, we sang till about twelve at night, with mighty 
pleasure to ourselves and neighbours, by their casements 
opening. 

8tL Comes Mr. Downing, the anchor-smith, who had 
given me 50 pieces in gold the last month, to speak for 
him to Sir W. Coventry, for his being smith at Dept- 
ford ; but, after I had got it granted to him, he finds 
himself not fit to go on with it, so lets it falL I, there- 
fore, in honour and conscience, took him home, and 
forced him to take the money again, and glad to have 
given him so much cause to speak well of me. 

9tL To White Hall, and heard the Duke commend 
Deane's ship, « The Eupert," before « The Defyance," 
built by Castle, in hearing of Sir W. Batten, which 
pleased me mightily. To Pierce's, where I find Knipp. 
Thence with them to Comhill, to call and choose a 
chimneypiece for Pierce's closet. My wife mightily 
vexed at my being abroad with these women; and, 
when they were gone, called them I know not what, 
which vexed me, having been so innocent with them. 

10th. Going out towards Hackney by coach for the 
ayre, the silly coachman carries us to Shoreditch, which 
was so pleasant a piece of simplicity in him and us, that 
made us mighty merry. 

lltL To the 'Change, to speak with Captain Cocke, 
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among other things^ about the getting of the silver plates 
of him^ which he promises to do ; but in discourse he tells 
me that I should beware of my fellow-officers ; and by 
name told me thai my Lord Brouncker should say in 
his hearing, before Sir W. Batten^ of me, that he could 
undo the man, if he would; wherein I think he is a 
foole ; but, however, it is requisite I be prepared against 
the man's Mendship. Thence home to dinner alone, 
my wife being abroad. After dinner to the setting 
some things in order, in my dining-room ; and by and 
by comes my wife home, and Mrs. Pierce with her, so 
I lost most of this afternoon with them, and in the 
evening abroad with them— our long tour, by coach, to 
Hackney, so to Kingsland, and then to Islington, there 
entertaining them by candle-light very well, and so 
home with her, set her down, and so home, and to bed, 
12th. I find my wife troubled at my checking her last 
night in the coach, in her long stories out of Grand 
Cyrus^ which she would tell, though nothing to the 
purpose, nor in any good manner. This she took un- 
kindly, and I think I was to blame indeed ; but she do 
find with reason, that, in the company of Pierce, Knipp, 
or other women that I love, I do not value her, or mind 
her as I ought. However, very good fiiends by and 
by. Met Sir G. Downing on White Hall bridge, and 
there walked half an hour, talking of the success of the 
late new Act ; and, indeed, it is very much, that hath 
stood really in the roomof ^£^800,000^ now since Christ- 
mas, being itself but <f 1,250,000. And so I do really 
take it to be a very considerable thing done by him; 

^ There appears to be some error in these figures. Fepys's 
financial details are, in fact, seldom to be relied on. 
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for the beginning, end, and every part of it, is to be im- 
puted to him. This day come home again my little girle 
Susan, her sickness proving an ague, and she had a fit 
soon almost as she come home. The fleet is not yet 
gone from the Nore. The plague encreases in many 
places, and is 53 this week with us. 

13th. To Westminster, and into St. Margett's* 
Church, where I heard a young man play the fool 
upon the doctrine of Purgatory. 

14th. To the Exchequer, and there met Sir Gr* 
Downii^, and my Lord of Oxford coming by, also took 
him, and showed him his whole method of keeping his 
books, and everything of it, which indeed is very pretty* 
In the evening, out with my wife and my aunt Wight, 
to take the ayre, and happened to have a pleasant race 
between our hackney-coach and a gentleman's. 

15th. I to my Lord Crewe's, who is very lately come 
'to town, and he talked for half an hour of the business 
of the war, wherein he is very doubtful, from our want 
of money, that we shall fail ; and I do concur with him 
therein. After some little discourse of ordinary mat- 
ters, I away to Sir Philip Warwick's again, and he was 
come in, and gone out to my Lord Treasurer's ; whither 
I followed him, and there my business was, to be told 
that my Lord Treasurer hath got ^£^10,000 for us in the 
Navy, to answer our great necessities, which I did 
thank him for; but the sum is not considerable. The 
five brothers Houblons came, and Mr. Hill, to my 
house ; and here they were till about eleven at night. 

16th. To the Exchequer, where the lazy rogues have 
not yet done my tallys, which vexes me. To Mr. 

^ St. Margaret^s. 



1666.] SAMUEL FEPTS. 189 

JEales, and paid him for my picture^ and Mr. HilFs, for 
the first <f 14 for the picture, and 25«. for the frame, 
and for the other £7 for the picture, it being a copy 
of his only, and 5«. for the frame : in all, <f 22, 10«. I am 
very well satisfied in my pictures, and so took them in 
another coach home : with great pleasure my wife and 
I hung them. 

19th. Mr. Deane and I did discourse about his ship 
Kupert, built by him, which succeeds so well as he 
hath got great honour by it, and I some, by recom- 
mending him ; the King, Duke, and every body, saying 
it is the best ship that was ever built. And then he fell 
to explain to me his manner of casting the draught of 
water which a ship will draw beforehand : which is a 
secret the King and all admire in him ; and he is the 
first that hath come to any certainty beforehand, of 
foretelling the draught of water of a ship before she be 
laimched. 

20th. With my wife to church. At noon dined 
mighty nobly, ourselves alone. After dinner, my wife 
and Mercer by coach to Greenwich, to be gossip to 
Mrs, Daniel's child. I discoursed awhile with Mr. 
Yeabsly, whom I met and took up in my coach with 
me, and who hath this day presented my Lord Ashly 
with <£^100 to bespeak his friendship to him in his ac-* 
counts now before us : and my Lord hath received it, 
and so I believe is as bad, as to bribes, as what the world 
says of him. My wife much pleased with the reception 
she had, and she was god-mother, and did hold the 
child at the Font, and it is called John. 

21st. I away, in some haste, to my Lord Ashly, 
where it is stupendous to see how favourably, and 



190 DIABT OF [2dd May, 

jet closely^ my Lord Ashly carried himself to Mr. 
Yeabsly in his business, so as I think we shall do his 
business for him in very good manner. But it is a 
most extraordinary thing to observe, and that which I 
would not but have had the observation of, for a great 
deal of money. 

23rd. Towards White Hall, calling in my way on my 
Lord Bellasses, where I come to his bed-side, and 
he did give me a fall and long account of his matters, 
how he kept them at Tanmer. Declares himself 

for encreasing the number of men there. Told me the 
whole story of his gains by the Turky prizes, which he 
owns he hath got about £5^000 by. Promised me the 
same profits Povy was to have had; and, in fine, I find 
him a pretty subtle man ; and so I left him. Staid at 
Sir G. Carteret's chamber till the Council rose, and 
then he and I, by agreement this morning, went forth 
in his coach by Tibume, to the park ; discoursing of the 
state of the Navy as to money, and the state of the 
kingdom too, how ill able to raise more : and of our 
office, as to the condition of the officers ; he giving me 
caution as to myself, that there are those that are my 
enemies as well as his, and by name my Lord Broimc- 
ker, who hath said some odd speeches against me. So 
that he advises me to stand on my guard; which I shall 
do, and, unless my too-much addiction to pleasure undo 
me, will be acute enough for any of them. My right 
eye sore, and full of humour of late, I think, by my 
late change of my brewer, and having of 8*. beer. 

24th. Mr. Shepley is newly come out of the country, 
and come to see us. He left all well there ; but I per- 
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ceiye under some discontent in my Lord's behalfe, think- 
ing that he is under disgrace with the King ; but he is 
not so, as Sir 6. Carteret assures me. 

25tL Captain Cocke tells me mj silver plates are 
ready for me, and shall be sent me speedily ; and pro- 
poses another proposition of serving us with a thousand 
tons of hemp, and tells me it shall bring me ^500 if the 
bargain go forward, which is a good word. A gentle- 
man arrived here this day, Mr. Brown, of St. Maloes, 
amon£C other thin^rg tells me the meaning: of the setting: 

said to secure the dty ; but it is not so, but only to 
secure the anchors, cables, and ships that lie dry, which 
might otherwise in the night be liable to be robbed. 
And these dogs are set out every night, and called 
together in, every morning, by a maa with a home, and 
they go in very orderly. 

27th. To church, my wife with me. Home to dinner, 
whither come my imcle Wight, and aunt and imcle 
Norbury. 

28th. Mr. Lovett and his wife come to see us. They 
are a pretty couple, and she a fine bred woman. They 
dined with us, and Browne, the painter, and she plays 
finely on the lute. My wife and I were well pleased 
with her company. To bed, my wife telling me where 
she hath been to-day with my aunt Wight, and seen 
Mrs. Margaret Wight, and says that she is one of the 
beautifallest women that ever she saw in her life — ^the 
most excellent nose and mouth. They have been also 
to see pretty Mrs. Batelier, and conclude her to be a 
prettier woman than Mrs. Pierce, whom my wife led 
my aimt to -see also this day. 
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. 29tL King's birth-day, and Kestoration day. Waked 
with the ringing of bells all over the town: so up 
before five o'clock, and to the office. At noon I did, 
upon a small invitation of Sir W. Pen's, go and dine 
with Sir W. Coventry at his office, where great good 
cheer, and many pleasant stories of Sir W. Coventry, 
After dinner, to the Victualling Office; and there, 
beyond belief, did acquit myself very well to full con- 
tent; so that, beyond expectation, I got over that 
second rub in this business ; and if ever I fall on it 
again, I deserve to be undone. My wife comes to me, 
to tell me, that if I would see the handsomest woman in 
England, I shall come home presently ; and who should 
it be but the pretty lady of our parish, that did hereto- 
fore sit on the other side of our church, over against 
our gallery, that is since married — she with Mrs. Anne 
Jones, one of this parish, that dances finely. And so I 
home ; and indeed she is a pretty black woman — ^her 
name Mrs. Horsely. But, Lord I to see how my na- 
ture could not refrain from the temptation ; but I must 
invite them to go to Fozhall, to Spring Gardens, though 
I had freshly received minutes of a great deal of extras 
ordinary business. However, I sent them before with 
Creed, and I did some of my business; and so after 
them, and find them there, in an arbour, and had met 
with Mrs. Pierce, and some company with her. So 
here I spent 20^. upon them, and Were pretty merry. 
Among other things, had a fellow that imitated all 
manner of birds, and dogs, and hogs, with his voice, 
which was mighty pleasant. Staid here till night: 
then set Mrs. Pierce in at the New Exchange; and 
ourselves took coach, and so set Mrs. Horsly home, 
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and then home ourselyes, but with great trouble in the 
streets, by bonfires, it being the King's birth-day and 
day of Bestoration ; but^ Lord ! to see the difference 
how many there were on the other side, and so few on 
ours, the City side of the Temple, would make one 
wonder the difference between the temper of one sort 
of people and the other: and the difference among all 
between what they do now, and what it was the night 
when Monk come into the City. Such a night as that 
I never think to see again, nor think it can be. 

30th. I find the Duke gone out with the King to-day 
on hunting. Word is brought me that my father and 
my sister are come: he, poor man, looks very well, 
and hath rode up this journey on horseback very well, 
only his eyesight and hearing is very bad. I staid and 
dined with them, my wife being gone by coach to 
Bamett, with W. Hewer and Mercer, to meet them, 
and they did come Ware way. To Lord Ashly, who, 
it is strange to see, how prettily he dissembles his fa- 
vour to Yeabsly's business, which none in the world 
could mistrust, only I, that am privy to his being bribed. 
My wife tells me, that Balty's wife is brought to bed, 
by some fall, or fit, before her time, of a great child, but 
dead. If the woman do well, we have no reason to be 
sorry, because his staying a little longer without a 
child will be better for him and her. 

31st. Saw all my family up, and my father and sister, 
who is a pretty good-bodied woman, and not over-thicke, 
as I thought she would have been, but ftdl of freckles, 
and not handsome in face. To dinner with my father and 
sister and family, mighty pleasant all of us ; and among 
other things, with a sparrow that our Mercer hath 
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brought up now for three weeks^ which is so tame, that 
it flies up and down, and upon the table, and eats and 
pecks, and do everything so pleasantly, that we are 
mightily pleased with it. A public Fast-day, appointed 
to pray for the good success of the fleet. But it is a 
pretty thing to consider how little a matter they make 
of this keeping of a Fast, that it was not so much as 
declared time enough to be read in the churches, the 
last Sunday; but ordered by proclamation since: I 
suppose upon some sudden news of the Dutch being 
come out. Thus ends this month, with my mind op- 
pressed by my defect in my duty of the yictualling, 
which lies upon me as a burden, till I get myself into 
a better posture therein. As to public business; by 
late tidings of the French fleet being come to Kochelle, 
how true, though, I know not, our fleet is divided ; 
Prince Rupert being gone with about thirty ships to 
the Westward, as is conceived, to meet the French, to 
hinder their coming to join with the Dutch. My Lord 
Duke of Albemarle lies in the Downes with the rest, 
and intends presently to sail to the Gunfleete. 

June 1st. Dined at aunt Wight's. Here dined the 
fair Mrs. Margaret Wight, who is a very fine lady, but 
the cast of her eye, got only by an ill habit, do her 
much wrong, and her hands are bad ; but she hath the 
face of a noble Boman lady. My uncle and Woolly 
and I out into their yard, to talk about what may 
be done hereafter to all our profits, by prize-goods, 
which did give us reason to lament the loss of the 
opportunity of the last year, which, if we were as 
wise as we are now, and at the peaceable end of 
all those troubles that we met with, all might have 



1666.] SAMUEL PE?YS. 195 

been, such a hit as will never come again in this 
age. 

2d. IJp5 and to the office, where certain news is 
brought us of a letter come to the King this morning 
from the Duke of Albemarle, dated yesterday at eleven 
o'clock, as they were sailing to the Gunfleet, that they 
were in sight of the Dutch fleet, and were fitting them- 
selves to fight them ; so that they are, ere this, certainly 
engaged : besides, several do averr that they heard the 
guns yesterday in the afternoon. This put us at the 
Board into a tosse. Presently come orders for our 
sending away to the fleet a recruit of 200 soldiers. So 
I rose from the table, and to the Victualling-office, and 
thence upon the river among several vessels, to consider 
of the sending them away ; and, lastly, down to Green- 
wich, and there appointed two yachts to be ready for 
them ; and did order the soldiers to march to Blacke- 
wall. Having set all things in order against the next 
flood, I went on shore with Captain Erwin at Green- 
wich, and into the parke, and there we could hear the 
gims from the fleete most plainly. We walked to the 
water-side, and there, seeing the King and Duke come 
down in their barge to Greenwich-house, I to them, and 
did give them an account what I was doing. They went 
up to the park to hear the gund of the fleet go off! All 
our hopes now are, that Prince Rupert with his fleet is 
coming back, and will be with the fleet this even : a 
message being sent to him for that purpose, on Wed- 
nesday last ; and a return is come from him this morn- 
ing, that he did intend to sail from St. Ellen's point 
about four in the afternoon yesterday ; which gives us 
great hopes, the wind being very fair, that he is with 
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them this even, and the fresh going off of the guns 
makes us believe the same. Down to Blackewall, and 
there saw the soldiers, who were by this time gotten 
most of them drunk, shipped off. But, Lord I to see 
how the poor fellows kissed their wives and sweethearts 
in that simple manner at their going off, and shouted, 
and let off their guns, was strange sport. In the even- 
ing come up the River the Katharine yacht. Captain 
Fazeby, who hath brought over my Lord of Aylesbury, 
and Sir Thomas Liddall,^ with a very pretty daughter, 
and in a pretty travelling-dress, from Flanders, who saw 
the Dutch fleet on Thursday, and ran from them ; but 
from that hour to this hath not heard one gun, nor any 
news of any fight. Having put the soldiers on board, 
I home. 

3rd. (Lord's day ; Whit-sunday.) Up, and by water 
to White Hall, and there met with Mr. Coventry, who 
tells me the only news from the fleet is brought by 
Captain Elliott, of the Portland, which, by being run 
on board by the Guernsey, was disabled from staying 
abroad; so is come in to Aldbrough. That he saw one of 
the Dutch great ships blown up, and three on fire. That 
they begun to fight on Friday ; and, at his coming into 
port, he could make another ship of the King's coming 
in, which he judged to be the Rupert : that he knows 
of no other hurt to our ships. With this good news, I 
home by water again, and to church in the sermon* 
time, and with great joy told it my fellows in the pew. 
After church time, to the Exchange, as full of people, 
and hath been all this noon, as of any other day, only 

^ Of Rayensworth Castle, Durham, succeeded his grandfather, 
the first Baronet, 165a He had three daughters. Ob. 1697. 
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for news. To White Hall, and there met with this had 
news farther, that the Prince come to Dover but at ten 
o'clock last night, and there heard nothing of a fight ; 
80 that we are defeated of all our hopes of his help to 
the fleet. It is also reported by some Victuallers, that 
the Duke of Albemarle and Holmes their flags were 
shot down, and both fain to come to anchor to re- 
new their rigging and sails. A letter is abo come this 
afternoon, from Harman in the Henery ; which states, 
that she was taken by Elliott for the Rupert ; that being 
fallen into the body of the Dutch fleet, he made his way 
through them, was set on by three fire-ships, one after 
another, got two of them off, and disabled the third ; 
was set on fire himself; upon which many of his men 
leapt into the sea and perished; among others, the par- 
son first. Have lost above 100 men, and a good 
many women, God knows what is become of Baity 
and at last quenched his own fire, and got to Aldbrough ; 
being, as all say, the greatest hazard that ever any 
ship escaped, and so bravely managed by him« The 
mast of the third fire-ship fell into their ship on fire, 
and hurt Harman's leg, which makes him lame now, but 
not dangerous. I to Sir G. Carteret, who told me 
there hath been great bad managdhient in all this ; that 
the King's orders that went on Friday for calling back 
the Prince were sent but by the ordinary post on Wed- 
nesday; and come to the Prince his hands but on 
Friday ; and then, instead of sailing presently, he stays 
till four in the evening. And that which is worst of 
all, the Hampshire, laden with merchants' money, come 
from the Straights, set out with or but just before the 
fleet, and was in the Downes by flve in the clock yes- 
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terday morning; and the Prince with his fleet come to 
Dover but at ten of the dock at night. This is hard to 
answer, if it be true. This puts great astonishment 
into the King, and Duke, and Court, every body 
being out of countenance. Home by the 'Change, 
which is full of people still, and all talk highly of th<e 
failure of the Prince, in not making more haste after 
his instructions did come, and of our managements 
here in not giving it sooner, and with more care, and 
oftener. 

4th. To White Hall, where, when we come, we find 
the Duke at St. James's, whither he is lately gone to 
lodge. So, walking through the Park, we saw hun- 
dreds of people listening at the Gravel-pits, and to and 
again in the Park, to hear the guns. I saw a letter, 
dated last night, from Strowd, Governor of Dover 
Castle, which says that the Prince come thither the 
night before with his fleet ; but that for the guns which 
we writ that we heard, it is only a mistake for thunder ; 
and, so far as to yesterday, it is a miraculous thing that 
we all Friday, and Saturday, and yesterday, did hear 
every where most plainly the guns go off, and yet at 
Deale and Dover, to last night, they did not hear one 
word of a fight, nor liiink they heard one gun. This, 
added to what I have set down before, the other day, 
about the E^tharine, makes room for a great dispute iii 
philosophy, how we should hear it and they not, the 
same wind that brought it to us being the same that 
shotdd bring it to them : but so it is. Major Halsey, 
however, who was sent down on purpose to hear the 
news, did bring news this morning that he did see 
the Prince and his fleet at nine of the clock yesterday 
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morning, four or five leagues to sea behind the Good- 
win, so that, by the hearing of the guns this morning, we 
conclude he is come to the fleet. After waiting upon 
the Duke with Sir W. Pen, who was commanded to go 
to-night, by water, down to Harwich, to dispatch away 
all the ships he can, I home ; where no sooner comej 
but news is brought me of a couple of men come to 
speak with me from the fleet; so I down, and who 
should it be but Mr. Daniel, all muffled up, and his face 
as black as the chimney, and covered with dirt, pitch, 
and tar, and powder, and muffled with dirty clouts, and 
his right eye stopped with oakum. He is come last 
night, at five o'clock, from the fleet, with a conurade of 
his that hath endangered another eye. They were set 
on shore at Harwich this morning, and at two o'clock, 
in a catch, with about twenty more wounded men from 
the Royall Charles. They being able to ride, took post 
about three this morning, and were here between eleven 
and twelve. I went presently into the coach with them, 
and carried them to Somerset-House-stairs, and there 
took water, all the world gazing upon us, and concluding 
it to be news from the fleet, and every body's face 
appeared expecting of news, to the Privy-stairs, and 
left them at Mr. Coventry's lodging, he, though, not 
being there ; and so I into the Park to the King, and 
told him my Lord Generall was well the last night at 
five o'clock, and the Prince come with his fleet and 
joyned with his about seven. The King was mightily 
pleased with this news, and so took me by the hand and 
talked a little of it, I giving him the best account I could ; 
and then he bid me to fetch the two seamen to him, he 
walking into the house. So I went and fetched the 
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seaanen into the Yane Boom to him^ and there he heard 
the whole account. 

THE FIGHT, 

How we found the Dutch fleet at anchor on Friday 
half seas oyer^ between Dunkirke and Ostend^ and 
made them let slip their anchors. They about ninety, 
and we less than sixty. We fought them, and put them 
to the run, tiU they met with about sixteen sail of fresh 
ships, and so bore up again. The fight continued till 
night, and then agaiii the next morning, from five tiU 
seven at night. And so, too, yesterday morning they 
begun again, and continued till about four o'clock, they 
chasing us for the most part of Saturday, and yester- 
day we flying from them. The Duke himself, and then 
those people who were put into the catch, by and by 
spied the Prince's fleet coming, upon which De Ruyter 
called a little coimcil, being in chase at this time of us, 
and thereupon their fleet divided into two squadrons ; 
forty in one, and about thirty in the other, the fleet 
being at first about ninety, but, by one accident or 
other, supposed to be lessened to about seventy ; the 
bigger to follow the Duke, the less to meet the Prince. 
But the Prince come up with the Generall's fleet, and 
the Dutch come together again, and bore towards their 
own coast, and we with them ; and now what the con- 
sequence of this day will be, we know not. The Duke 
was forced to come to anchor on Friday, having lost his 
sails and rigging. No particular person spoken of to be 
hurt but Sir W. Gierke, who hath lost his leg, and bore 
it bravely. The Duke himself had a little hurt in his 
thigh, but signified little. The King did pull out of his 
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pocket about twenty pieces in gold^ and did give it 
Daniel for himself and his companion ; and so parted, 
mightily pleased with the account he did give him of 
the fight, and the success it ended with, of the Prince's 
(Mining, though it seems the Duke did give way again 
aad again. The King did give order for care to be had 
of Mr. Daniel and his companion ; and so we parted 
from him, and then met the Duke of York, and gave 
him the same account : and so broke up, and I left them 
going to the surgeon's. So home, about four o'clock, 
to dinner, and was followed by several people to be told 
the news, and good news it is. God send we may hear 
a good issue of this day's business ! To the Crown, 
behind the 'Change, and there supped at the club with 
my Lord Brouncker, Sir G. Ent, and others of Gresham 
College ; and all our discourse is of this fight at sea, 
and all are doubtfol of the success, and conclude aU had 
been lost if the Prince had not come in, they having 
chased us the greatest part of Saturday and Sunday. 
Thence with my Lord Brouncker and Creed by coach 
to White Hall, where fresh letters are come from Har- 
wich, where the Gloucester, Captain Gierke, is come 
in, and says that, on Sunday night, upon the coming 
in of the Prince, the Duke did fly ; but all this day they 
have been fighting ; therefore they did face again, to be 
sure. Captain Bacon of the Bristoll is killed. They 
cry up Jenings of the Ruby, and Saunders of the 
Sweepstakes. They condemn mightily Sir Thomas 
Teddiman for a coward, but with what reason time 
must show. 

Sth. At noon, though I should have dined with my 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen at an entertainment of 
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Commissioner Taylor's, yet, it being a time of e^qpecta- 
tion of the success of the fleet, I did not go. No 
manner of news this day, but of the Rainbow's being 
put in from the fleet, maimed as the other ships are. 

6th. By water to St. James's, it being a monthly 
fast-day for the plague. There we all met, and did 
our business as usual with the Duke. By and by 
walking a little fruther. Sir Philip Frowde* did meet 
the Duke with an express to Sir W. Coventry, who 
was by, from Captain Taylor, the Storekeeper at 
Harwich, being the narration of Captain Hay ward of 
the Dunkirke ; who gives a very serious account, how 
upon Monday the two fleets fought all day, till seven 
at night, and then the whole fleet of Dutch did be^ 
take themselves to a very plain flight, and never 
looked back again. That Sir Christopher Mings is 
wounded in the leg ; that the Generall is welL That 
it is conceived reasonably, that of all the Dutch fleet, 
which, with what recruits they had, come to one hun- 
dred sail, there is not above fifty got home; and of 
them, few, if any, of their flags. And that little Captain 
Bell, in one of the fire-ships, did at the end of the day 
fire a ship of 70 guns. We were also so overtaken with 
this good news, that the Duke ran with it to the King, 
who was gone to chapel, and there all the Court was in 
a hubbub, being rejoiced over head and e^s in this 
good news. Away I go by coach to the new Exchange5 
and there did spread this good news a little, though I 
find it had broke out before. And so home to our own 

^ A loyal officer in the army of Charles I., afterwards Secre- 
tary to Anne Hyde, Duchess of York. His grandson, of the same 
name, was author of some plays and poems, and died in 1738. 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPT8. 203 

church, it being the common Fast-day, and it wae just 
before sermon ; but, Lord ! how all the people in the 
church stared upon me to see me whisper to Sir John 
Minnes and m j Lady Pen. Anon I saw people stirring 
and whispering below, and by and by comes up the sexton 
from my Lady Ford to tell me the news, which I had 
brought, being now sent into the church by Sir W. 
Batten in writing, aoid passed from pew to pew. But 
that which pleased me as much as the news, was, to 
have the fair Mrs. Middleton at our church, who indeed 
is a very beautiful lady. My father to Hales's, where 
my father is to begin to sit to-day for his picture, which 
I have a desire to have. At home, drawing up my 
vows for the rest of the year, to Christmas ; but. Lord ! 
to see in what a condition of happiness I am, if I 
would but keep myself so; but my love of pleasure is 
such, that my very soul is angry with itself for its 
vanity in so doing. Home, and my father and wife 
not coming in, I proceeded with my coach to take 
a little ayre as far as Bow all alone, and there turned 
back ; but, before I got home, the bonfires were lighted 
all the town over, and I going through Crouched 
Friars, seeing Mercer at her mother's gate, stopped, and 
light, and into her mother's, the first time I ever was 
there, and find all my people, father and all, at a very 
fine supper at W. Hewer's lodging, very neatly, and to 
my great pleasure. After supper, into his chamber, 
which is mighty fine, with pictures and everything 
else, very curious. Thence to the gate, with all the 
women about me, and Mrs. Mercer's son had provided a 
great many serpents, and so I made the women all fire 
some serpents. By and by comes in our fair neighbour. 
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Mrs. Turner^ and two neighbour's daughters5 Mrs. 
Tite — ^the eldest of which, a long red-nosed silly jade ; 
the other, a prettj black girl, and the merriest sprightly 
jade that ever I saw. Idled away the whole night, 
till twelve at night, at the bonfire in the streets. Some 
of the people thereabouts going about with musquets, 
and did give me two or three vollies of their musquets, 
I ^ving them a crown to drink ; and so home. Mightily 
pleased with this happy day's news, and the more, be- 
cause confirmed by Sir Daniel Harvy,^ who was in the 
whole fight with the Generall, and tells me that there 
appear but thirtynsix in all of the Dutch fleet left at the 
end of the voyage when they run home. The joy of 
the City was this night exceeding great. 

7tL Up betimes, and to my ofiSce about business. 
Sir W. Coventry having sent me word that he is gone 
down to the fleet to see how matters stand, and to be 
back again speedily ; and with the same expectation of 
congratulating ourselves with the victory that I had 
yesterday. But my Lord Brouncker and Sir T. H.* 
that come from Court, tell me the contrary news, which 
astonishes me : that is to say, that we are beaten, lost 
many ships and good conm[ianders ; have not taken one 
ship of the enemy's ; and so can only report ourselves 
a victory ; nor is it certain that we were left masters 
of the field. But, above all, that the Prince run on 
shore upon the Galloper, and there stuck ; was en- 
deavoured to be fetched off by the Dutch, but could 
not; and so they burned her; and Sir G. Askue is 
taken prisoner, and carried into Holland. This news 
do much trouble me, and the thoughts of the ill con- 

^ Baoger of Bichmond Park. * Sir Thomas Harvey. 
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sequences of it, and the pride and presumption that 
brought us to it. At noon to the 'Change, and there 
find the discourse of town, and their countenances much 
changed ; but yet not very plain. By and by comes 
Mr. Way th to me ; and discoursing of our ill success, 
he tells me plainly, from Captain Page's own mouth, 
who hath lost his arm in the fight, that the Dutch did 
pursue us two hours before they left us, and then they 
suffered us to go on homewards, and they retreated 
towards their coast: which is very sad news. The 
Duke much damped in his discourse, touching the late 
fight, and all the Court talk sadly of it. The Duke did 
give me several letters he had received from the fleet, 
and Sir W. Coventry and Sir W. Pen, who are gone 
down thither, for me to pick out some works to be done 
for the setting out the fleet again ; and so I took them 
home with me, and was drawing out an abstract of them 
till midnight. And, as to news, I do find great reason 
to think that we are beaten in every respect, and that 
we are the losers. The Prince upon the Galloper, 
where both the Boyall Charles and Koyall Katharine 
had come twice aground, but got off. The Essex car-*- 
ried into Holland; the Swiftsure missing. Sir W. 
Barkeley, ever since the beginning of the fight. Cap- 
tains Bacon, Teame, Wood, Mootham, Whitty, and 
Coppin, slayne. The Duke of Albemarle writes, that 
he never fought with worse oflicers in his life, not above 
twenty of them behaving themselves like men. Sir 
William Clerke lost his leg ; and in two days died. 
The Loyall George, Seven Oakes, and Swiftsure, are 
still missing, and have never, as the Generall writes him- 
self, engaged with them. It was as great an alteration to 
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find myself required to write a sad letter instead of a 
triiunphant one^ to my Lady Sandwich this night, as 
ever on any occasion I had in my life. 

8th. To my very great joy, I find Baity come home 
without any hurt, after the utmost imaginable danger 
he hath gone through in the Henery, being upon the 
quarter-deck with Harman all the time ; and for which 
service, Harman I heard this day conmiended most 
seriously and most eminently by the Duke of York. 
As also the Duke did do most utmost right to. Sir 
Thomas Teddiman, of whom a scandal was raised, but 
without cause, he having behaved himself most eminently 
brave all the whole fight, and to extraordinary great 
service and purpose, having given Trump himself such 
a broadside as was hardly ever given to any ship. 
Mings is shot through the face, and into the shoulder, 
where the bullet is lodged. Young Holmes is also ill 
wounded, and Atber in the Rupert. Baity tells me 
the case of the Henery ; and it was, indeed, most ex- 
traordinary sad and desperate. After dinner. Baity 
and I to my office, and there talked a sxeat deal of this 

content in, and hopes of, his doing well. Thence out 
to White Hall to a Committee for Tangier, but it met 
not. But, Lord I to see how melancholy the Court is, 
under the thoughts of this la«t overthrow, for so it is, 
instead of a victory, so much and so unreasonably ex- 
pected. We hear the Swiftsure, Sir W. Barkeley, is 
come in safe to the Nore, after her being absent ever 
since the beginning of the fight, wherein she did not 
appear at all from beginning to end. 

9th. The Court is divided about the Swiftsure and 
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the Essex's being safe ; and wagers and odds laid on 
both sides. Sir W. Coventry is come to town ; so I 
to his chamber. But I do not hear that he is at all 
pleased or satisfied with the late fight ; but he tells me 
more news of our suffering, by the death of one or two 
captains, more than I knew before. But he do give 
over the thoughts of the safety of the Swiftsure or 
Essex. 

10th. I met with Pierce, the surgeon, who is lately 
come from the fleet, and tells me that all the com- 
manders, oflScers, and even the common seamen, do 
condemn every part of the late conduct of the Duke of 
Albemarle : both in his fighting at all, running among 
them in his retreat, and running the ships on ground ; 
so as nothing can be worse spoken of. That Holmes, 
Spragg, and Smith do all the business, and the old 
and wiser commanders nothing: bo as Sir Thomas 
Teddiman, whom the King and all the world speak 
well of, is mightily discontented, as being wholly 
slighted. He says we lost more after the Prince came 
than before, too. The Prince was so maimed, as to bei 
forced to be towed home. He says all the fleet confess 
their being chased home by the Dutch ; and yet the 
body of the Dutch that did it was not above forty sail 
at most; and yet this put us into the fright, as to 
bring all our ships on groiuid. He says, however, that 
the Duke of Albemarle is as high almost as ever, and 
pleases himself to think that he hath given the Dutch 
their bellies fuU, without sense of what he hath lost us ; 
and talks how he knows now the way to beat them. 
But he says, that even Smith himself, one of his crea- 
tures, did himself condemn the late conduct from the 
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beginning to the end. He tells me farther^ how the 
Duke of York is wholly given up to his new mistress^ 
my Lady Denham,^ going at noonday with all his gen- 
tlemen with him to visit her in Scotknd Yard; she 
declaring she will not be his mistress, as Mrs. Price^' 
to go up and down the FrivyHstairs, but will be owned 
publickly; and so she is. Mr. Brouncker, it seems, 
was the pimp to bring it about ; and my Lady Castle- 
maine, who designs thereby to fortify herself by the 
Duke ; there being a failing-out the other day between 
the King and her: on this occasion, the Queene, in 
ordinary talk before the ladies in her drawing-room, did 
say to my Lady Castlemaine that she feared the King 
did take cold by staying so late abroad at her house. 
She answered, before them all, that he did not stay so 
late abroad with her, for he went betimes thence, though 
he do not before one, two, or three in the morning, but 

^ Margaret Brook, married to Sir John Denham, May 25, 1665. 
George Brook, third son of William Brook, Lord Cobham, was 
attainted and executed for his share in Ralegh*s plot. He left a 
son, William Brook, who, having been restored in blood, and made 
a Knight of the Bath, espoused Penelope, third daughter of Sir 
Moyses Hill, of Hillsborough Castle, in Ireland, the ancestor of the 
Marquises of Downshire ; by whom he had issue three daughters : 
First J Hill, who became the wife of Sir William Boothby; the 
second, described, on the lettering of her engraved portrait, as 
*' Lady Whitmore ;** and the third, Lady Denham. Their mother. 
Lady Brook, surviving her husband, re-married Edward Russell, 
youngest son of Francis, fifth Earl of Bedford, whose sister was 
Countess of Bristol. Hence the relationship, or rather the con- 
nexion, between the two families ; for Hamilton, mentioning that 
*' Les Demoiselles Brook ** assisted at all Lord Bristol's fetes, calls 
them ^^ ses parents " — M^moires de Grammont, 

^ The Maid of Honour. 
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must stay somewhere else. The King then coming in^ 
and overhearing^ did whisper in the eare aside, and told 
her she was a bold, impertinent woman, and bid her 
to be gone out of the Court, and not come again till he 
sent for her ; which she did presently, and went to a 
lodging in the Pell Mell, and kept there two or three 
days, and then sent to the King to know whether she 
might send for her things away out of her house. Th6 
King sent to her, she must first come and yiew them : 
and so she come, and the King went to her, and all 
friends again. He tells me she did, in her anger, say 
she would be even with the Eang, and print his letteri^ 
to her ; so, putting all together, we are, and are like 
to be, in a sad condition; we are endeavouring to 
rwse money by borrowing it of the City ; but I do not 
think the City will lend a farthing. Sir G. Carteret 
and I walked an hour in the church-yard, imder Henry 
the Seventh's Chapel, he being lately come from the 
fleet ; and tells me, as I hear from every body else, that 
the management in the late fight was bad, from top to 
bottouL That several said that this would not have 
been, if my Lord Sandwich had had the ordering of it. 
Nay, he tells me that certainly, had my Lord Sandwich 
had the misfortune to have done as they have done, the 
King could not have saved him. There is, too, nothing 
but discontent among the officers ; and all the old, ex- 
perienced men are slighted He tells me, to my 
question, but as a great secret, that the dividing of the 
fleet did proceed first from a proposition from the fleet, 
though agreed to hence; but he confesses it arose 
from want of due intelligence. He do, however, call 
the fleet's retreat on Sunday a very honourable one, 

VOL. IIL P 
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and that the Duke of Albemarle did do well in it, and 
it would have been well if he had done it sooner^ rather 
than venture the loss of the fleet and crown^ as he must 
have done, if the Prince had not come. He was sui^ 
prised when I told him I heard that the King did in- 
tend to borrow some money of the City, and would 
know who had spoke of it to me ; I told him Sir Ellis 
Layton this afternoon. He says it is a dangerous 
discourse, for that the City certainly will not be invited 
to do it ; and then, for the King to ask it and be denied, 
will be the beginning of our sorrow. He seems to fear 
we shall all fall to pieces among ourselves. This even- 
ing we hear that Sir Christopher Mings is dead of his 
late wounds ; and Sir W. Coventry did commend him 
to me in a most extraordinary manner. But this day, 
after three days' trial in vain, and the hazard of the 
spoiling of the ship in lying till next spring, besides 
the disgrace of it, news is brought that the Loyall 
London is launched at Deptford. 

lltL I, with my Lady Pen and her daughter, to see 
Harman, whom we find lame in bed. His bones of 
his ancle are broke, but he hopes to do well soon ; and 
a fine person, by his discourse, he seems to be : and he 
did plainly tell me that at the Council of war before 
the fight, it was against his reason to begin the fight 
then, and the reasons of most sober men there, the 
wind being such, and we to windward, that they 
could not use their lower tier of guns, which was a sad 
thing for us to have the honour and weal of the nation 
ventured so foolishly. Late comes Sir J. Bankes to 
see me, who tells me that, coming up from Kochester, 
he overtook three or four hundred seamen; and he 
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believes every day they come flocking from the fleet 
in like numbers ; which is a sad neglect there, when it 
will be impossible to get others; and we have little 
reason to think these will return presently again. 
Walking in the galleries at White Hall, I find the 
Ladies of Honour dressed in their riding garbs, with 
coata and doublets with deep skirts, just, for all the 
world, like mine ; and buttoned their doublets up the 
breast, with perriwigs and with hats ; so that, only for 
a long petticoat dragging under then- men's coats, no- 
body could take them for women in any point whatever ; 
which was an odde sight, and a sight did not please me. 
It was Mrs. Wells and another fine lady that I saw thus. 
13th. Sir H. Cholmley tells me there are great 
jars between the Duke of York and the Duke of 
Albemarle, about the latter's turning out one or two of 
the conunanders put in by the Duke of York. Among 
others. Captain du Tell, a Frenchman,^ put in by the 
Duke of York, and mightily defended by him ; and is 
therein led by Monsieur Blancford, that it seems hath 
the same command over the Duke of York as Sir W. 
Coventry hath ; which raises ill blood between them. 
And I do, in several little things, observe that Sir W. 
Coventry hath of late, by the by, reflected on the Duke 
of Albemarle and his captains, particularly in that of 
old Teddiman, who did deserve to be turned out this 
fight, and was so ; but I heard Sir W. Coventry say 
that the Duke of Albemarle put in one as bad as he is 
in his room, and one that did as little. With Baity to 
Hales's by coach. Here I find my father's picture 
begun, and so much to my content, that it joys my 

^ See p. 245, postea, 

p2 
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very heart to think that I should have his picture so 
well done ; who, besides that he is my father, and a 
man that loves me, and hath ever done so, is also, at 
this day, one of the most careful and innocent men in 
the world. Invited to Sir Christopher Mings's funeral, 
but find them gone to churcL However, I into the 
church, which is a fair, large church, and a great chapel, 
and there heard the service, and staid till they buried 
him, and then out; and there met with Sir W. Co- 
ventry, who was there out of great generosity, and 
no person of quality there but he, and went with him 
into his coach ; and, being in it with him, there hap- 
pened this extraordinary case— one of the most roman- 
tique that ever I heard of in my life, and could not 
have believed, but that I did see it ; which was this : — 
About a dozen able, lusty, proper men come to the 
coach-side with tears in their eyes, and one of them 
that spoke for the rest begun, and said to Sir W, 
Coventry, " We are here a dozen of us, that have long 
known and loved, and served our dead commander. 
Sir Christopher Mings, and have now done the last 
office of laying him in the ground. We would be glad 
we had any other to offisr after him, and in revenge of 
him. All we have is our lives ; if you will please to get 
His Koyal Highness to give us a fire-ship among us all, 
here are a dozen of us, out of all which, choose you one 
to be commander ; and the rest of us, whoever he is, 
will serve him ; and, if possible, do that which shall 
show our memory of our dead commander, and our 
revenge." Sir W. Coventry was herewith much movedl, 
as well as I, who could hardly abstain from weeping, 
and took their names, and so parted ; telling me that he 
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would move Us Koyal Highness as in a thing very 
extraordinary, which was done. The truth is, Sir 
Christopher Mings was a very stout man, and a man of 
great parts, and most excellent tongue among ordinary 
men ; and, as Sir W. Coventry says, could have been 
the most useful man at such a pinch of time as this. 
He was come into great renowne here at home, and 
more abroad, in the West Indys. He had brought his 
family into a way of being great ; but, dying at this 
time, his memory and name, his father being always, 
and at this day, a shoemaker, and his mother a hoyman's 
daughter ; of which he was used frequently to boast, 
will be quite forgot in a few months as if he had never 
been, nor any of his name be the better by it; he 
having not had time to will any estate, but is dead 
poor, rather than rich. So we left the church and crowd. 
Walked to Mrs. Bagwell's, and went into her house ; but 
I was not a little fearful of what she told me but now, 
which is, that her servant was dead of the plague, and 
that she had new-whitened the house all below stairs, 
but that above stairs they are not so fit for me to go up 
to, they being not so. So I parted thence, with a very 
good will, but very civilly, and away to the water-side, 
and sent for a pint of sack, and drank what I would, 
and give the waterman the rest. 

14th. With my wife and father to Hales's, and there 
looked only on my father's picture, which is mighty 
like ; and so away to White Hall to a Committee for 
Tangier, where the Duke of York was, and Sir W. 
Coventry, and a very full conunittee ; and, instead of 
having a very prejudiced meeting, they did, though 
inclined against Yeabsly, yield to the greatest part of 
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his account^ so as to allow of his demands to the value 
of <f 7000 and more^ and only giye time for him to make 
good his pretence to the rest ; which was mighty joy 
to me : and so we rose up. But I must observe the 
force of money, which did make my Lord Ashly to 
ai^ue and behave himself in the business with the 
greatest friendship, and yet with all the discretion 
imaginable ; and it will be a business of admonition and 
instruction to me concerning him, and other men, too, 
for aught I know, as long as I live. 

15tL Mr. Bland presented me yesterday with a very 
fine African mat, to lay upon the groimd under a bed 
of state, being the first fruits of our peace with Guyland. 
To the Exchequer, but could not persuade the block- 
headed fellows to do what I desire, of breaking my great 
tallies into less, notwithstanding my Lord Treasurer's 
order, which vex6d me so much that I would not bestow 
more time and trouble among a company of dunces. 
Creed come and dined with me ; but. Lord ! to hear 
how he pleases himself in behalf of my Lord Sandwich, 
in the miscarriage of the Duke of Albemarle. 

16tL The King, Duke of York, and Sir W. Coventry 
are gone down to the fleet. To Woolwich and Deptford^ 
all the way down and up, reading of " The Mayof of 
Quinborough,"* a simple play. Comes Mr. Williamson, 
Sir Arthur Ligram, and Jacke Fen, to see the new 
ships, and a very fine gentleman Mr. Williamson is. 
It seems, the Dutch do mightily insult of their victory, 
and they have great reason. Sir W. Barkeley was 
killed before his ship taken ; and there he lies dead in 
a sugar-chest, for everybody to see, with his flag stand- 
^ A Comedy, by Thomas Middleton. 
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ing up by him ; and Sir George Ascue is carried up and 
down the Hague Ibr people to see. 

17th. To CSirist Church, and there heard a silly 
ssemofL To Joyce's, where William Joyce and his 
sife were, and had a good dinner ; but. Lord ! how sick 
was I of the company, only hope I shall have no more 
of it a good while: but am invited to Will's this week ; 
and his wife, poor, unhappy woman ! cried to hear ine 
say that I could not be there, she thinking that I slight 
her: so they got me to promise to come. Down to the 
inilke-house, and drank three glasses of whey, and then 
up into the Strand again^ 

18th. To the ofBce, and so to Limibard Streete, to 
borrow a little money upon a tally, but cannot. To my 
Lord Bellassis, by invitation, and there dined with him, 
and his lady and daughter ; and at dinner there played 
^ us a young boy, lately come from France, where he 
had been learning a year or two on the viallin, and 
plays finely. But it was pretty to see how passionately 
my Lord's daughter loves musick. Sir W. Coventry 
is returned this night horn, the fleet; he being the 
activest man in the world, and we all, myself particu- 
larly, more afraid of him than of the King, or his 
service, for aught I see ; God forgive us ! This day 
the great news is come of the French, their taking the 
island of St. Christopher's from us; and it is to be 
feared they have done the like of all those islands 
thereabouts : this makes me mad. 

19th. I to Sir G. Carteret's by appointment ; where, I 
perceive by him, the King is going to borrow some money 
of the City ; but I fear it will do no good, but hurt He 
tells me how the General is displeased, and there have 
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been some high words between the General and Sir 
W. Coventry. And it may be so ; for I do not find 
Sir W. Coventry so highly commending the Duke as 
he used to be, but letting fall, now and then, some 
little jerkes : as this day, speaking of news from Holland, 
he says, « I find their victory begins to shrinke there, 
as well as ours here." Here I met with Captain Cocke, 
and he tells me, that the first thing the Prince said to 
the King, upon his coming, wss complaining of the Com- 
missioners of the Navy ; that they could have been 
abroad in three or four days but for us ; that we do not 
take care of them : which I am troubled at, and do fear 
may, in violence, break out upon this office some time or 
other ; for we shall not be able to carry on the business; 

20th. Up, but in some pain of the coUique. I have 
of late taken too much cold by washing my feet, and 
going in a thin silk waistcoat, without any other coat 
over it, and open-breasted. I did this morning give my 
father gome money to buy him a horse, and for other 
things to himself and my mother and sister, among them 
i?20, which the poor man takes with infinite kindness. 

21st. Up, and at the office all the morning; where, 
by several circumstances, I find Sir W. Coventry and 
the Duke of Albemarle do not agree as they used to 
do ; Sir W. Coventry commending Aylett, in some 
reproach to the Duke, whom the Duke hath put out 
for want of courage; and found fault with Steward, 
whom the Duke keeps in, though as much in fault as 
any commander in the fleet. At noon home to dinner 
— my father, sister, and wife dining at Sarah Giles's, 
poor woman! where I should have been; but my pride 
would not suffer me. At Mr. Debasty's I saw, in a 
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gold frame, a picture of a fluter playing on his flute, 
which, for a good while, I took for painting, but at last 
observed it was a piece of tapestry, and is the finest 
that ever I saw in my life for figures, and good natural 
colours, and a very fine thing it is indeed. Sir George 
Smith tells me that this day my Lord Chancellor, and 
some of the Court, have been with the City, and that the 
City have voted to lend the King 0^100,000 ; which, if 
soon paid, as he says he believes it will, will be a greater 
service than I did ever expect at this time from the City. 

22d. Up, and before I went out Mr. Peter Barr 
sent me a tierce of claret, which is very welcome. All 
day upon my Tangier accounts ; my father, wife, and 
sister, late abroad on the water. 

23d. My father and sister very betimes took their 
leave; and my wife, with all possible kindness, went 
with them to the coach, I being mightily pleased with 
their company so long, and my father with his being 
here, and it rejoices my heart that I am in a con* 
dition to do anything to comfort him, he is such inno* 
cent company. To Tower Wharfe, but could get no 
watermen; they being now so scarce, by reason of 
the great press ; so to the Custome House, and there, 
with great threats, got a couple to ferry me down to 
Deptford — ^all the way reading Pompey the Great,* a 
play translated from the French by several noble 
persons ; among others, my Lord Buckhurst, that to 
me is but a mean play, and the words and sense not 
very extraordinary. From Deptford, I walked to Red- 

* Comeille's play, one act of which had been translated by 
Edmund Waller, and the rest by Lord Buckhurst, Sir C. Sedley, 
and Mr. Grodolphin^ ^ 
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riffe, and In my way was overtaken by Bagwell^ lately 
come from sea in the Providence, who did give me an 
account of several particulars in the late fight, and how 
his ship was deserted basely by the York, Captain 
Swanly, commander. 

24tL To White HalL There I hear that SirPranci* 
Prujean is dead, after being married to a widow Awt 
a y«ff, or fliereaboote. He died wy rich, wd had, for 
the last year, lived very handsomely — ^his lady bringing 
him to it. He was no great pains-taker in person, yet 
died very rich ; and, as Dr. Gierke says, was of a very 
great judgment, but hath writ nothing to leave his name 
to posterity. In the gallery, among others, met with 
Major Halsey, a great creature of the Duke of Albe- 
marle's ; who tells me that the Duke, by name, hath 
said that he expected to have the work here up in the 
Kiver done, having left Sir W. Batten and Mr. Phippa 
there. He says that the Duke of Albemarle do say 
that this is a victory we have had, having, as he was 
sure, killed them 8000 men, and sunk about fourteen of 
their ships ; but nothing like this appears true. He 
lays much of the little success we have had, however, 
upon the fleet's being divided by order from above, and 
the want of spirit in the commanders ; and that he was 
commanded, by order, to go out of the Downes to the 
Gun-fleete, and in the way meeting the Dutch flee^ 
what should he do? should he not fight theI^? espe- 
cially having beat them heretofore at a great disadvan- 
tage. He tells me further, that, having been downe 
with the Duke of Albemarle, he finds that Holmes and 
Spragge do govern most business of the Navy ; and by 
others I understand that Sir Thomas Allen is offended 
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thereat^ that he is not so much advised with as he 
ought to be. He tells me^ also, as he says, of his own 
knowledge, that several people, before the Duke went 
out, did offer to supply the King with d£*100,000, pro- 
vided he would be treasurer of it, to see it laid out fear 
the Navy ; which he refused, and so it died ; but I be- 
lieve none of this* This day I saw my Lady Falmouth,* 
with whom I remember now I have dined at my Lord 
Barkeley's heretofore, a pretty woman; she was now 
in her second or third mourning, and pretty pleasant in 
her looks. By and by the Council rises, and Sir W. 
Coventry come out; and he and I went aside, and 
discoursed of much business of the Navy ; and after- 
wards took his coach, and to Hide Parke he and I 
done: there we had much talk. First, he started a 
eEscourse of a talk he hears about the town, which, 
ftays he, is a very bad one, and fit to be suppressed, if 
we knew how : which isi, the comparing of the success 
of the last year with that of this ; laying that, that was 
good, and that bad. I was as spaHng in speaking as 
I could, being jealous of him and myself also, but 
wished it could be stopped; but said I doubted it could 
aot otherwise than by the fleet's being abroad again, 
and so finding other work for men's minds and dis- 
course. Then to discourse of himself, saying, that he 
heard that he was under the lash of people's discourse 
about the Prince's not having notice of the Dutch being 

* Elizabeth, daughjter of Hervey Bagot, and widow of Charles 
Borkeley, Earl of Falmouth, for whom she still wore mourning, 
married secondly, Charles first Duke of Dorset, and died in child- 
bed, in 1679 ; leaving an only daughter. She had been Maid of 
Honour to the Duchess of York. 
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out, and for him to come back again, nor the Duke 
of Albemarle notice, that the Prince was sent for 
back again: to which he told me yery particularly 
how careful he w«« the very aune night that it 
was resolved to send for the Prince back, to cause 
orders to be writ, and waked the Duke, who wad 
then in bed, to sign them; and that they went by 
express that very night, being the Wednesday night 
before the fight, which begun on the Friday ; and that 
for sending them by the post express, and not by gen- 
tlemen on purpose, he made a sport of it, and said, I 
knew of none to send it with, but would at least have 
lost more time in fitting themselves out, than any dili- 
gence of theirs beyond that of the ordinary post would 
have recovered. I told him that this was not so muck 
the towne talk, as the reason of dividing the fleete. To 
this he told me he ought not to say much; but did 
assure me, in general, that the proposition did first 
come &om the fleet ;^ and the resolution, not being 
prosecuted with orders so soon as the General thought 
fit, the General did send Sir Edward Spragge up on 
jpurpose for them ; and that there was nothing in the 
whole business which was not done with the full consent 
and advice of the Duke of Albemarle. But he did 
adde, as the Catholiques call le secret de la Messe, that 
Sir Edward Spragge, who had, even in Sir Christopher's 
Mings's time, put in to be the great favourite of the 
Prince ; but much more now had a mind to be the great 
man with him, and to that end had a mind to have the 
Prince at a distance from the Duke of Albemarle, that 
they might be doing something alone — did, as he be- 

^ See ant€y p, 209. 
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lieved, put on this business of dividing the fleets and 
that thence it came. He tells me, as to the business of 
intelligence, the want whereof the world did complain 
much of, that for that it was not his business ; and, as 
he was, therefore, to have no share in the blame, so he 
would not meddle to lay it any where else. That De 
Kuyter was ordered by the States not to make it his 
business to come into much danger, but to preserve 
himself, as much as was fit, out of harm's way, to be able 
to direct the fleet. He do, I perceive, with some vio- 
lence, forbear saying any thing to the reproach of the 
Duke of Albemarle ; but, contrarily, speaks much of 
his courage ; but I do as plainly see that he do not like 
the Duke of Albemarle's proceedings ; but, contrarily, 
is displeased therewith. And he do plainly diminish 
the commanders put in by the Duke, and do lessen the 
miscarriages of any that have been removed by him. 
He concurs with me, that the next bout will be a fatal 
one to one side or other; because, if we be beaten, we 
shall not be able to set out our fleet again. He do 
confess with me, that the hearts of our seamen are 
much saddened; and for that reason, among others, 
wishes Sir Christopher Mings was alive, who might 
inspire courage and spirit into them. Speaking of 
Holmes, how great a man he is, and that he do for the 
present, and hath done all the voyage, kept himself in 
good order and within bounds ; but, says he, a cat will 
be a cat still, and, some time or other, out his humours 
must break again. He do not disowne but that the 
dividing of the fleet, upon the presumptions that were 
then had, which, I suppose, was the French fleet 
being come this way, was a good resolution. Having 
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had all this discourse, he and I back to Whitehall; 
and there I left him, being in a little doubt whe- 
ther I had behaved myself in my discourse with the 
policy and circumspection which ought to be used 
to so great a courtier as he is, and so wise and factious 
^ man, and by water home, and so, after supper, to bed. 
25th- News from Sir W, Coventry, that the Dutch 
are certainly come out. All this day on the water 
entertained myself with the play of Commenius.^ Mrs. 
Pen carried us to two gardens at Hackny, which I 
every day grow more and more in love with, Mr. 
Drake's, one, where the garden is good, and house and 
the prospect admirable ; the other my Lord Brooke's,* 
where the gardens are much better, but the house not 
00 good, nor the prospect good at aU. But the gardens 
are excellent ; and here I first saw oranges grow : some 
green, some half, some a quarter, and some full ripe, on 
the same tree ; and one fruit of the same tree do come a 
year or two after the other. I pulled off a little one by- 
stealth, the man being mightily curious of them, and eat 
it, and it was just as other little green small oranges 
are ; as big as half the end of my little finger. Here 
were also great variety of other exotique plants, and 

^ John Amos Comenius, a learned grammarian, bom in Moravia 
in 1592: amongst other works, he published the play here men- 
tioned, entitled ^^Schola Ludtis sen Encyclopadia Viva (hoc est) 
Janua Linguarum Praxis Scenica^ This curious book contains 
the details of eight dramatic pieces represented at the author's 
school at Fatak, in 1654: see Biographic Universelle, vol. ix., 
p. 342. Comenius died at Amsterdam, in 1671. 

* Robert Greville, Lord Brooke, ob. 1676. Evelyn mentions 
this garden as Lady Brooke*s. Brooke House, at Clapton, was 
lately a private madhouse. 
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seyeral labyrinths, and a pretty aviary. This being the 
first day of my putting on my black stuff bombazin suit. 

26th. In the morning come Mr. Chichly* to Sir 
W, Coventry, to tell him the ill success of the guns 
made for the Loyall London; which is, that in the 
trial every one of the great guns, the whole cannon of 
seven, as I take it, broke in pieces. 

27th. To Sir W. Coventry's chamber, where I saw 
his father my Lord Coventry's picture hung up, done 
by Stone,* who then brought it home. It is a good 
picture, drawn in his judge's robes, and the great seal 
by him. And, while it was hanging up, " This," says 
Sir W. Coventry, merrily, "is the use we make of our 
fathers." But what I observed most from the discourse, 
was this of Sir W. Coventry, that he do look upon our- 
selves in a desperate condition. The issue of all stand- 
ing upon this one point, that, by the next fight, if we 
beat, the Dutch will certainly be content to take eggs 
for their money, that was his expression; or, if we 
be beaten, we must be contented to make peace, and 
glad if we can have it without paying too dear for it. 
And withall we do rely wholly upon the Parliament's 
^ving us more money the next sitting, or else we are 
undone. To Mr. Hales's, to pay for my father's pic- 
ture, which cost me <£^10 the picture, and 25«. the 

* Thomas Chicheley, afterwards knighted and made a Privy 
Councillor and Commissioner of the Ordnance. 

^ This portrait, if an original, must have been finished long be- 
fore, for the Lord Keeper died in 1639, and Henry Stone, the 
painter, better known as Old Stone, in 1657 : or possibly it was a 
copy made for Sir W. Coventry by Henry's brother, John Stone, 
who, according to Walpole, survived the Restoration, and was the 
last of his race. 
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frame. I did this afternoon visit my Lord BeUassis, 
who professes all imaginable satisfaction in me. My 
Lord is going down to his garrison to Hull, by the 
King's command, to put it in order for fear of an invar 
sion : which course, I perceive, is taken upon the sea-r 
coasts round ; for we have a real apprehension of the 
King of France's invading us. 

28th. The Dutch are now known to be out, and we 
may expect them every hour upon our coast. But our 
fleet is in pretty good readiness for them. 

29th. To the office ; where I met with a letter from 
Dover, which tells me, and it come by express, that 
news is brought over by a gentleman from Callice, that 
the Dutch fleet, 130 sail, are come upon the French 
coast; and that the country is bringmg in picke-axes, 
and shovells, and wheel-barrows into Callice ; that there 
are 6000 men armed on head, back, and breast. French- 
men, ready to go on board the Dutch fleet, and will 
be followed by 1200 more. That they pretend they 
are to come to Dover; and that thereupon the Gover- 
nor of Dover Castle is getting the victuallers' provision 
out of the town into the Castle to secure it. But I do 
think this is a ridiculous conceit ; but a little time will 
show. 

SOtL Mightily troubled all this morning with going 
to my Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas Bludworth, a silly* 
man, I think, and other places, about getting shipped 
some men that they have these two last nights pressed 
in the City out of the houses : the persons wholly unfit 
for sea, and many of them people of very good fashion, 
which is a shame to think of, and carried to Bridewell 
^ As his conduct during the Great Fire fully proved. 
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they are, yet without being impressed with money 
legally as they ought to be. But to see how the King's 
business is done ; my Lord Mayor himself did scruple, 
at this time of extremity, to do this thing; because he 
had not money to pay the pressed-money to the men. 
He told me so himself. Nor to take up boats to carry 
them down through bridge to the ships I had prepared 
to carry them down in : insomuch that I was forced to 
promise to be his paymaster, and he did send his City 
Kemembrancer afterwards to the office, and at the table, 
in the face of the officers, I did out of my own purse 
difiburse <£^15 to pay for their pressing, and diet last 
night and this morning ; which is a thing worth record 
of my Lord Mayor. Busy about this all the morning, 
and about the getting off men pressed by our officers of 
the fleet into the service ; even our own men that are 
at the office, and the boats that carry us. So that it is 
now become impossible to have so much as a letter carried 
from place to place, or any message done for us ; nay, out 
of Victualling ships fiill loaden to go down to the fleet, and 
out of the vessels of the officers of the Ordnance, they 
press men, so that for want of discipline in this respect I 
do fear all will be undone. Late to bed ; and, while I was 
undressing myself, our new ligly maid Luce had like to 
have broke her neck in the dark, gping down our upper 
stairs; but, which I was glad of, the poor girle did only 
bndse her head, but at first did lie on the ground groan- 
ing, and drawing her breath, like one a-dying. 

July 1st.- Comes Sir W. Pen to town, which- 1 little 
expected, having invited my Lady and her daughter Pegg 
to dine with mc to-day ; which at noon they did, and Sir 
W. Pen with them : and pretty merry we were. And, 

VOL. III. Q 
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thougli I do not love him, yet I find it necessary to 
keep in with him; his good service at Sheamesse in 
getting out the fleet being much taken notice of^ and 
reported to the King and Duke^ even from the Prince 
and Duke of Albemarle themselves, and made the most 
of to me and them by Sir W. Coventry : therefore, I 
think it discretion, great and necessary discretion, to 
keep in with him* To the Tower several times, about 
the business of the pressed men, and late at it till twelve 
at night, shipping of them. But, Lord ! how some poor 
women did cry ; and in my life I never did see such 
natural expression of passion as I did here, in some 
women's bewailing themselves, and running to every 
parcel of men that were brought, one after another, to 
look for their husbands, and wept over every vessel that 
went ofl*, thinking they might be there, and looking after 
the ship as far as ever they coul^ by moone-light, that it 
grieved me to the heart to hear theuL Besides, to see 
poor, patient, labouring men and housekeepers, leaving 
poor wives and families, taken up on a sudden by 
strangers, was very hard, and that without press-money, 
but forced against all law to be gone. It is a great 
tyranny. 

2nd. Up betimes, and forced to go to my Lord 
Mayor's, about the business of the pressed men; and 
indeed I find him a mean man of understanding and dis- 
patch of any publick business. Thence out of curiosity 
to Bridewell, to see the pressed men, where there are 
about 300 ; but so imruly that I durst not go among 
them : and they have reason to be so, having been kept 
these three days prisoners, with little or no victuals, and 
pressed out, and, contrary to all course of law, without 
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ptes^-money^ and men that are not liable to it. Here I 
met with prating Colonel Cox, one of the City colonels, 
heretofore a great presbyter: but to hear how the 
fellow did commend himself, and the service he do the 
King ; and, like an asse, at Paul's did take me out of 
my way on purpose to show me the gate, the little north 
gate, where he had two men shot close by him on each 
side, and his own hair burnt by a buUet-shot, in the 
insurrection of Yenner, and himself escaped. Called 
by Pegg Pen to her house, where her father and mother, 
and Mrs. Norton, the second Roxalana, a fine woman, 
indifferent handsome, good body, and hand, and good 
mind, and pretends to sing, but do it not exceUently. 
I found one of the vessels loaden with the Bridewell 
birds in a great mutiny, and they would not sail, not 
they ; but with good words, and cajoling the ringleader 
into the Tower, where, when he was come, he was 
clapped up in the Hole, they were got very quietly ; 
but I think it is much if they do not run the vessel on 
ground. 

3d. Mr. Finch, one of the Commissioners of Excise, 
and I walked two hours together in the garden, talking 
of many things ; sometimes of Mr. Povy, whose vanity, 
prodigality, neglect of his business, and committing it to 
unfit hands, hath imdone him, and outed him of all his 
public emplojrments, and the thing set on foot by a re- 
vivall of a business, wherein he had three or four years 
ago, by surprize, got the Duke of York to sign to having 
a siun of money paid out of the Excise, before some that 
was due to him, and now the money is fallen short, and 
the Duke never likely to be paid. This being revived 
hath undone Povy. Then we fell to discourse of the 

Q2 
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Parliament, and the great men there; and, among 
others, Mr. Vaughan, whom he reports as a man of ex- 
cellent judgement and learning, but most passionate and 
opiniastre. He had done himself the most wrong, 
though he values it not, that is, the displeasure of the 
King, in his standing so long against the breaking of the 
Act for a trienniall parliament ; but yet do believe him 
to be a most loyall gentleman.. He told me Mr. Prin's 
character; that he is a man of mighty labour and read- 
ing, . and memory, but the worst judge of matters, or 
layer together of what he hath read, in the world; 
which I do not, however, believe him in; that he be- 
lieves him very true to the King in his heart, but can 
never be reconciled to episcopacy ; that the House do 
not lay much weight upon him, or any thing he says. 
Settling my last month's accounts, and, to my great 
joy, find myself worth about .£5600. News come 
yesterday from Harwich, that the JDutch had appeared 
upon our coast with their fleet, and,: we believe, did go 
to the Gun-fleete, and they are supposed to be there 
now ;. but I havie heard nothinjg of them to-day.. Yes- 
terday, Dr. Whistler, at Sir.W. Pen's, told me that 
Alexander Broome, the great song-maker, is lately 
dead. 

4th. Thanks be to God I the plague is, as I hear, 
encreased but two this week ; but in the country, in 
several places, it rages mightily, and particularly in 
Colchester, where ithath long been, and is believed will 
quite depopulate the place,. With the Duke, all of us, 
discoursing about the places where to build ten great 
ships : the King and Council have resolved on none to 
be under third-rates ; but it is impossible to do it, unless 
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we have more money towards the doing it than yet we 
have in any view. But, however, the show must be 
made to the world. In the evening. Sir W. Pen came 
to me, and we walked together, and talked of the late 
fight. I find him very plain, that the whole conduct of 
the late fight was ill ; that two-thirds of the commanders 
of the whole fleet have told him so : they all sajring, 
that they durst not oppose it at the Council of War, 
for fear of being called cowards, though it Was wholly 
against their judgement to fight that day, with the dis- 
proportion of force ; and then, we not being able to us^ 
one gun of our lower tier, which was a greater dispro- 
portion than the other. Besides, we might very well 
have staid in the Downs without fighting, or any where 
else, till the Prince could have come up to them ; or, at 
least, till the weather was fair, that we might have the 
benefit of our whole force in the ships that we had. 
He says, three things must be remedied, or else we shall 
be imdone by this fleet. 1. That we must fight in a 
line, whereas we fight promiscuously, to our utter and 
demonstrable mine: the Dutch fighting otherwise; 
Bud we, whenever we beat them.-— 2. We must not 
desert ships of our own in distress, as we did, for that 
makes a captain desperate, and he will fiing away his 
ship, when there are no hopes left him of succour. — 
3. That ships, when they are a little shattered, must 
not take the liberty to come in of themselves, but refit 
themselves the best they can, and stay out — many of 
our ships coming in with very small disableness. He 
told me that our very commanders, nay, our very flag- 
officers, do stand in need of exercising among them- 
selves, and discoursing the business of commanding a 
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fleet : he telling me^ that even one of our flag-men in 
the fleet did not know which tacke lost the wind, or 
kept it, in the last engagement. He says, it was pure 
dismaying and fear that made them all run upon the 
Galloper, not having their wits about them ; and that it 
was a miracle they were not all lost. He much inveighs 
upon my disconraing of Sir John Lawson's saying here- 
tofore, that sixty sail would do as much as one hundred : 
and says that he was a man of no coimsel at all, but had 
got the confidence to say as the gallants did, and did 
propose to himself to make himself great by them, and 
saying as they did; but was no man of judgement in 
his business, but hath been out in the greatest points 
that have come before them. And then, in the buu- 
ness of fore-castles, which he did oppose, all the world 
sees now the use of them for shelter of men. He did 
talk very rationally to me, insomuch that I took more 
pleasure this night in hearing him discourse, than I ever 
did in my life in any thing that.he had said. 

5th. At noon dined, and Mr. Sheply with me, who 
come to town the other day. I lent him ,£30 in silver 
upon 30 pieces in gold: but to see how apt every 
body is to neglect old kindnesses. I must charge my* 
self with the ingratitude of being unwilling to lend him 
so much money without pawn, if he should have asked 
it, but he did not. 

6th, To the Tower, about shipping of some more 
pressed men, and that done, away to Broad Street, to 
Sir G. Carteret, who is at a pay of tickets all alone; 
and I believe not less than one thousand people in 
the streets. But it is a pretty thing to observe that, 
both there and every where else, a man shall see many 
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women now-ardays of mean sort in the streets, but no 
men; men being so afraid of the press. I dined with 
Sir Gr. Carteret, and, after dinner, had much discourse 
about our public business ; and he do seem to fear every 
day more and more what I do ; which is, a general con- 
lusion in the State ; plainly answering me to the ques- 
tion, who is it that the weight of the war depends 
upon ? that it is only Sir W. Coventry. He tells me, 
too, the Duke of Albemarle is dissatisfied, and that the 
Duchesse do curse Coventry as the man that betrayed 
her husband to the sea : though I believe that it is not 
8a Thence to Lumburd Streete, and received ^2000, 
and carried it home: whereof <f 1000 in gold. This I 
do for security sake, and convenience of carriage; 
though it costs me above <£70 the change of it, at IS^d. 
per peece. Being at home, I there met with a letter 
from Bab. Allen,^ to invite me to be god-father to her 
boy, with Mrs. Williams, which I consented to, but 
know not the time when it is to be. 

7th. Creed tells me, he finds all things mighty duU at 
Court ; and that they now begin to lie long in bed ; it 
being, as we suppose, not seemly for them to be found 
playing and gaming as they used to be ; nor that their 
minds are at ease enough to foUow those sports, and 
yet not knowing how to employ themselves, though there 
be work enough for their thoughts and councils and pains, 
they keep long in bed. But he thinks with me, that 
there is nothing in the world can help us but the 
King's personal looking after his business and his officers, 
and that, with that, we may yet do well ; but otherwise 
must be undone ; nobody at this day taking care of any 
. . \Mr8.£jiipp: aee p. 142, an/e. 
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things nor hath any body to call lilm to account for it. 
To bed; and it proved the hottest night that ever I waSa 
in in my life, and thundered and lightened ail night 
l6ng5 and rained luwL But, Lord! to see in what 
[fear] I lay a good while, hearing of a little noise of 
somebody walking in the house : so rung the bell, and 
it was my maids going to bed about one o'clock in the 
morning. But the fear of being robbed, having so 
much money in the house, was very great, and is still 
so, and do much disquiet me. 

8th. (Lord's day.) To church — ^wife and Mercer and 
I, in expectation of hearing some mighty preacher to- 
day, Mrs. Mary Batelier sendin^r us word to ; but it 

and she laughed upon us to see her mistake. I expected 
to have had news sent me of Ejiipp's christening to- 
day ; but, hearing nothing of it, I did not go, though I 
fear it is but their forgetfulness, and so I may disap- 
point them. To church, after dinner, again — a thing I 
have not done a good while before, go twice in one 
day. 

9th. To my office, where busy till come to by Lovett 
and his wife. Home with them, and there find my aunt 
Wight with my wife, come to take her leave of her, 
being going for the summer into the country ; and there 
was also Mrs. Mary Batelier and her sister, newly come 
out of France — a, black, very black woman, but mighty 
goodnatured people both, as ever I saw. Here I made 
the black one sing a French song, which she did mighty 
innocently; and then Mrs. Lovett play on the lute, 
which she do very well ; and then Mercer and I sang j 
and so, with great pleasure, I left them, having showed 
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them my chamber and ,£^1000 in gold, which they 
wondered at, and given them sweetmeats, and shewn 
my aunt Wight my father's picture, which she admires. 

10th. To the office; the jbsA being very full of 
women, I believe above three hundred, coming to get 
money for their husbands and friends that are prisoners 
in Holland; and they lay clamouring, and swearing, 
and cursing us, that my wife and I were afraid to send 
a venison-pasty that we have for supper to-night to the 
cook's to be baked, for fear of their offering violence to 
it: but it went, and no hurt done. To the Tower, to 
speak with Sir John Kobinson about the bad condition 
of the pressed men for want of clothes. Home, and 
there find my wife and the two Mrs. Bateliers walking 
in the garden ; and then they and we and Mrs. Mercer, 
the mother, and her daughter Anne, and oiu* Mercer, to 
supper to a good venison pasty and other good things, 
and had a good supper, and very merry — Mistresses 
Bateliers being both very good-humoured. We sang 
and talked, and then led them home, and there they 
made us drink; and, among other things, did show 
us, in cages, some birds brought from Bordeaux, that 
are all fat, and, examining one of them, they are so, 

abnost all fat. Their name is , which are brought 

over to the King for him to eat, and indeed are excellent 
things. 

11th. I away by coach to St. James's, and there hear 
that the Duchesse is lately brought to bed of a boy* 
By and by called to wait on the Duke, the King being 
present; and there agreed, among other things, on the 
places to build the ten new great ships ordered to be 
built; and as to the relief of prisoners in Holland. 
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And then about several stories of the basenesse of the 
King of Spam's being served with officers: they in 
Flanders having as good common men as any Prince in 
the world, but the vmest cowards for the officere, nay, 
for the general officers, as the General and Lieutenant- 
general, in the whole world But, above all things, the 
King did speak most in contempt of the ceremonious- 
nesse of the King of Spain, that he do nothing but 
under some ridiculous form or other. I shall get in near 
^2000 into my own hands, which is in the King's, upon 
tallies; which will be a pleasure to me, and satisfaction 
to have a good sum in my own hands, whatever evil 
disturbances should be in the State ; though it troubles 
me to lose so great a profit as the King's interest of ten 
per cent, for that money. To the office. I there met 
with a command from my Lord Arlington, to go down 
to a galliott at Greenwich, by the E^ing's particular 
command, that is going to carry the Savoy Envoye 
over, and we fear there may be many Frenchmen then 
on board ; and so I have a power and command to search 
for, and seize, all that have not passes firom one of the 
Secretaries of State, and to bring them and their papers 
|n custody. So I to the Tower, and got a couple of 
musquetiers with me, and Griffen and xny boy Tom, 
^nd so down; and, being come, found none on board 
but two or three servants, looking to horses and doggs, 
there on board. On shore at Greenwich, the night 
being late, and the tide against us: so, having sent 
before, to Mrs. Gierke's, and there had a good bed^ and 
well received, the whole people rising to see me. 

12th. Up again by five o'clock, and away to the 
Tower, and thence, having shifted myseU^ to St. James's^ 
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to Goring House, there to wait on my Lord Arlington, 
to give him an account of my night's work, but he was 
not up, being not long since married : so, after walking 
up and down the house below, being the house I was 
once at Hartlib's' sister's wedding, and is a very fine 
house, and finely Aimished; and then I away to St. 
James's, and with Sir W. Coventry into London, to 
the office. And all the way I observed him mightily to 
make mirth of the Duke of Albemarle and his people 
about him, saying, that he was the happiest man in the 
world for doing of great things by sorry instruments; 
and so particularized in Sir W. Gierke, and Biggs, 
and Halsey, and others ; and then, again, said that the 
only quality eminent in him was, that he did persevere ; 
and indeed he is a very drudge, and stands by the 
King's business. And this he said, that one thing he 
WB3 good at, that he never would receive an excuse if 
the thing was not done ; listening to no reason for it, be 
it good or bad. And then he begun to say what a 
great man Warcupp was, and something else, and what 
was that but a great Iyer; and told me a story, 
how at table he did, they speaking about antipathys, 
aay, that arose touching his skin anywhere would make 
it rise and pimple ; and, by and by the dessert coming, 
with roses upon it, the Duchesse* bid him try, and they 
did; but they rubbed and rubbed, but nothing would 
do in the world, by which his lie was found. He spoke 
contemptibly of Holmes and his mermidons, that come 
to take down the ships from hence, and have carried 
them without any necessaries, or anything almost, that 
they win certainly be longer getting ready than if they 
* See vol. !., p. 115. * Of Albemarle. 
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had staid here. In fine, I do obseiTe he hath no 
esteem nor kindness for the Duke's matters, hut, con- 
trarily, do slight him and them ; and I pray Grod the 
kingdom do not pay too dear hy this jarring ; though 
this blockheaded Duke I did never expect better from. 

14th. Tip betimes to the office, to write fidr a hibo- 
nous letter I wrote as from the Board, to die Duke of 
York, laying out our want of money again ; and parti- 
cularly the business of Captain Cocke's tender of hemp, 
which my Lord Brouncker brought in, under an un- 
known hand, without name, wherein his Lordship will 
have no great success, I doubt. That being done, 
I down to Thames Streete, and there agreed for four 
or five tons of corke, to send this day to the fleet, being 
a new device to make barricades with, instead of junke. 
After a song in the garden, which is now the greatest 
pleasure I take, and indeed do please me mightily, tdT 
bed. This evening I had Davila brought home to 
me, and find it a most excellent history as ever I 
read. 

15th. (Lord's day.) To church, where our lecturer 
made a sorry silly sermon, upon the great point of 
proving the truth of the Christian religion. Walked to 
the Park, and there, it being mighty hot and I weary, 
lay down by the canalle, upon the grass, and slept 
a while, and was thinking of a lampoon which hath run 
in my head this week, to make upon the late fight at 
sea, and the miscarriages there; but other businesses 
put it out of my head, and so home, and there drank a 
great deal of small beer ; and so took up my wife and 
Betty MicheU and her husband, and away into .the 
fields, to take the ayre, as far as beyond Hackney, and 
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80 back again^ in our way diiiiking a great deal of milke, 
which I drank to take away my heartbume. Home, 
and to bed in some pain^ and fear of more. In mighty 
pain all night long, which I impute to the milk that I 
drank upon so much beer, and the cold, to my washing 
my feet the night before. 

16th. A wonderful dark sky, and shower of rain this 
morning. At Harwich a shower of hail as big as wal- 
nuts. Passed the day with Baity, who is come from 
sea for a day or two before the fight, and I perceive 
could be willing fairly to be out of the next fight, and 
I cannot much blame him, he having no reason by his 
place to be there ; however, would not have him to be 
absent manifestly to avoid being there. 

17th. I went and bought a common riding-cloak for 
myself, to save my best. It cost me but 30*., and will 
do my turn mighty welL This day I did bid Baity to 

agree with y the Dutch painter, which he once led 

me to, to see landscapes, for a winter-piece of snow, which 
indeed is a good piece, and costs me but 40*., which I 
would not take the money again for, it being, I think, 
mighty good. 

18th. To St. James's after my fellows; and here, 
among other things, before us all, the Duke of York did 
say, that now at length he is come to a sure knowledge 
that the Dutch did lose in the late engagements twenty- 
nine captains and thirteen ships. Upon which Sir 
W. Coventry did publicly move that, if his Royal 
Highness had this of a certainty, it would be of use 
to send this down to the fleet, and to cause it to be 
spread about the fleet, for the recovering of the spirits 
of the ofiGicers and seaman; who are under great de- 
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jectedneefly for want of knowing that they did do any 
thing against the enemy, notwithstanding all that they 
did to U8» which^ though it be true, yet methought 
was one of the most dishonourable motions to our 
countrymen that eyer was made; and is worth re- 
membering. Thence with Sir W. Pen home, calling 
at Lilly's, to have a time appointed when to be drawn 
among the other Commanders of Flags in the last year's 
fight; and so fiill of work Lilly is, that he was fain 
to take his table-book out to see how his time is ap« 
pointed, and appointed six days hence for him to come 
between seyen and eight in the morning. Thence with 
him home ; and there by appointment I find Dr. Fuller, 
now Bishop of Limericke, in L*eland ; whom I knew in 
his low condition at Twittenham,^ and find the Bishop 
the same good man as ever; and, in a word, kind to 
us, and, methinks, one of the comeliest and most be- 
coming prelates in all respects that ever I saw in my 
life. During dinner, comes an acquaintance of his. Sir 
Thomas Littleton;* whom I knew not while he was in 
my house, but liked his discourse : and afterwards, by 
Sir W. Pen, do come to know that he is one of the 
greatest speakers in the House of Commons, and the 
usual second to the great Y aughan : so was sorry I did 
observe him no more, and gain no more of his acquaint* 

^ Twickenham, where he kept a school. 

' Afterwards made Treasurer of the Navy in conjunction with 
Sir Thomas Osbom. He was the eldest son of Sir Adam Little* 
ton, of Stoke MUburgh, Salop, who had been created a Baronet 
in 1642. He married Anne, daughter and heir of Edward Lord 
Littleton, the Lord Keeper, and died in 1 6S 1 , aged 57, Sir Thomas 
Littleton, the only son of this match, became Speaker of the House 
of Commons, and deceased, s. p., in 1709. 
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ance. Walked to Woolwich, reading ** the Bivall 
Ladys" all the way, and find it a most pleasant and 
fine writ play. 

19t}L Full of wants of money, and much stores to 
buy, for to replenish the stores, and no money to do it 
with. Baity takes his leave of us, he going towards 
the Fleet, where he will pass through one great engage-* 
ment more before he be two days older, I believe. The 
fleet is sailed this morning ; God send us good news of 
them I 

20th.. To Lovett's, there to see how my picture goes 
on to be varnished, a fine Crucifix,- which wiU be very 
fine ; and here I saw some fine prints, brought from 
France by Sir Thomas Crewe. Lovett did present me 
with a varnished staff, very fine and light to walk with. 
Come Mrs. Daniel and her sister Sarah, and dined with 
us; and old Mr. Hawly, whose condition pities me, he 
being forced to turn under parish-clerk at St. Giles's — 
I think at the other end of the town. 

21st. At noon walked in the garden with Com** 
missioner Pett, newly come to town, who tells me how 
infinite the disorders are among the commanders and all 
officers of the fleet. No discipline : nothing but swear- 
ing and cursing, and everybody doing what they please ; 
and the Generals, understanding no better, suifer it, to 
the reproaching of this Board, or whoever it will be. 
He himself hath been challenged twice to the field, or 
something as good, by Sir Edward Spragge and Captain 
Seamons.' He tells me that Captains carry, for all the 

^ This crucifix occasioned Fepys trouble long afterwards, having 
been brought as evidence that he was a Papist. See Lt/e, p . xix. (;i.) 
* Query, Seymour. 
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late orders^ what men thej please. So that he fears^ and 
I do no less, that God Almighty cannot bless us while 
we keep in this disorder that we are in: he observing 
to me, too, that there is no man of council or advice in 
the fleet ; and, the truth is, that the gentlemen-captains 
will undo us, for they are not to be kept in order, their 
friends about the King and Duke, and their own houses, 
are so free, that it is not for any person but the Duke 
himself to have any command over them. 

22d. Walked to White Hall, where saw nobody 
almost, but walked up and down with Hugh May, 
who is a very ingenious man. Among other things, 
discoursing of the present fashion of gardens to make 
them plain, that we have, the best walks of gravell in 
the world, France having none, nor Italy; and our 
green of our bowling allies is better than any they have. 
So oi|r business here being ayre, this is the best way, 
only with a little mixture of statues, or pots, which 
may be handsome, and so filled with another pot of such 
or such a flower or greene, as the season of the yewr 
will bear. And then for flowers, they are best seen in 
a little plat by themselves : besides, their borders spoil 
the wis of Lother garden: and then for fruit, the 
best way is to have walls built circularly one within 
aaother, to the South, on purpose for fruit, and leave, 
the walking garden only for that use. Thence walked 
through the House, where most people mighty hush, 
and, methinks, melancholy. £ see not a smiling face 
through the whole Court : and, in my conscience, they 
are doubtfull of the conduct again of the Generals, and 
J pray God they may not make their fears reasonable. 
Sir Bichard Fanshaw is lately dead at Madrid. The 
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fleet cannot get clear of the River, but expect the first 
wind to be out, and then to be sure to fight. The 
Queene and Maids of Honour are at Tunbridge. 

23d. Comes Simpson, the Joyner ; and he and I, with 
great pains, contriving presses to put my books up in : 
they now growing numerous, and lying one upon ano- 
ther on my chairs, I lose the use to avoid the trouble of 
removing them, when I would open a book. All full 
of expectation of the fleet's engagement, but it is not 
yet. Sir W. Coventry says they are eighty-nine men- 
of-war, but one fifth-rate ; and that, the Sweepstakes, 
which carries forty guns. They are most infinitely 
manned. He tells me the Loyal London, Sir J, Smith, 
which, by the by, he commends to be the best ship in 
the world, large and small, hath above eight hundred 
men; and, moreover, takes notice, which is worth 
notice, that the fleet hath lain now near fourteen days 
without any demand for a farthing-worth of any thing 
of any kind, but only to get men. He also observes, 
that, with this excess of men, nevertheless, they have 
thought fit to leave behind them sixteen ships, which 
they have robbed of their men, which certainly might 
have been manned, and they have been serviceable in 
the fight, and yet the fleet well manned, according to 
the excess of supernumeraries, which we hear they have. 
At least, two or three of them might have been left 
manned, and sent away with the Gottenburgh ships. 
They conclude this to be much the best fleet, for force 
of guns, greatness and number of ships and men, that 
ever England did see; being, as Sir W. Coventry 
reckons, besides those left behind, eighty-nine men-of- 
war, and twenty fire-ships, though we cannot hear that 

VOL. IIL R 
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they have with them above eighteen. The French are 
•not yet joined with the Dutch, which do dissatisfy the 
Hollanders ; and, if they should have a defeat, will undo 
De Witt ; the people generally of Holland do hate this 
league with France. 

24tL Busy very late, till midnight, drawing up a 
representation of the state of my victualling business to 
the Duke in writing, I now having had the advantage 
of having had two fleets despatched in better condition 
'than ever any fleets were yet, I believe — at least, with 
less complaint; and by this means I shall with the 
better confidence get my bills out for my salary. 

25th. At White Hall; we find the Court gone to 
Chapel, it being St. James's-day. And, by the by, 
while they are at chapel, and we waiting chapel being 
done, come people out of the Park, telling us that the 
guns are heard plainly. And so every body to the 
Park, and by and by the chapel done ; and the Bang 
and Duke into the bowling-green, and upon the leads, 
whither I went, and there the guns were plain to be 
heard; though it was pretty to hear how confident 
some would be in the loudnesse of the guns, which it 
was as much as ever I could do to hear them. By and 
by the King to dinner, and I waited there his dining; 
43ut, Lord I how little I should be pleased, I think, to 
have so many people crowding about me ; and, among 
other things, it astonished me to see my Lord Barkeshire^ 
waiting at table, and serving the Bling drink, in that 
dirty pickle as I never saw man in my life. Here I met 
Mr: Williams, who would have me to dine where he 

^ Thomas Howard, second son of Thomas first Earl of Suffolk, 
^created Earl of Berkshire 1625-6, E. G. Ob. 1669, aged nearly 90. 
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was invited to dine, at the Backe-stayres. So, after 
the King's meat was taken away, we thither ; but he 
could not stay, but left me there among two or three 
of the King's servants, where we dined with the meat 
that come &om his table ; which was most excellent, 
with most brave drink cooled in ice, which, at this hot 
time, was welcome; and I, drinking no wine, had 
metheglin for the King's own drinking, which did please 
me mightily. 

26th« Dined at home : Mr. Hunt and his wife, who 
is very gallant, and newly come from Cambridge, be- 
cause of the sickness, with us. With my wife and 
Mercer to my Lord Chancellor's new house, and there 
carried them up to the leads, where I find my Lord 
Chamberlain, Lauderdale, Sir Kobert Murray, and 
others, 'and do find it the most delightful place for 
prospect that ever was in the world, it even abashing 
me ; and that is all, in short, I can say of it. To the 
office, but no news at all from the Fleet. 

27th. To White Hall. The waterman tells me that 
news is come that our ship Resolution is burnt, and 
that we had sunk four or five of the enemy's ships. To 
Sir W. Coventry's lodging, and there he showed me 
Captain Talbot's letter, wherein he says that the fight 
begun on the 25th : that our White Squadron begun 
with one of the Dutch squadrons, and then the Sed 
with another — so hot, that we put them both to giving 
way ; and so they continued in pursuit all the day, and 
AS long as he stayed with them : that the blow fell to 
the Zealand squadron ; and, after a long disputCi he 
against two or three great ships, received eight or nine 
dangerous shots, and so come away ; and says, he saw 

r2 
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the Besolution burned by one of their fire-ships, and 
four or five of the enemy's; but says that two or three 
of our great ships were in danger of being fired by our 
fire-ships, which Sir W. Coventry and I cannot under- 
stand. But, upon the whole, he and I walked two or 
three turns in the Park under the great trees ; and do 
doubt that this Gallant is come away a little too soon, 
having lost never a mast nor saiL And then we did 
begin to discourse of the young genteel captains, which 
he was very free with me in speaking his mind of the 
unruliness of them ; and what a loss the King hath of 
his old men ; and now of this Hannam, of the Kesolu- 
tion, if he be dead. He told me how he is disturbed 
to hear the commanders at sea called cowards here on 
shore, and that he was yesterday concerned publickly 
at a dinner to defend them, against somebody that said 
that not above twenty of them "fought as they should 
do, and indeed it is derived from the Duke of Albemarle 
himself, who wrote so to the King and Duke, and that 
he told them how they fought four days — two of them 
with great disadvantage. The Count de Guiche,* who 
was on board De Ruyter, writing his narrative hom6 
in French of the fight, do lay all the honour that may be 
upon the English courage above the Dutch, and that he 
himself* was sent down from the King and Duke of York 
nfter the fight, to pray them to spare none that they 
thought had not done their parts, and that they had 
removed but four, whereof Du Tell is one, of whom he 
would say nothing ; but, it seems, the Duke of York 
hath been much displeased at his removal, and hath 

^ £ldest son of the Duke de Grammont. 
2 Sir W. Coventry, 



J 666.] SAMUEL PEPTS. 245 

now taien tlm into his service,^ which is a plain affront 
to the Duke of Albemarle ; and two of the others, Sir 
W. Coventry did speak very slenderly of their faults. 
Only the last, which was old Teddiman, he says, is in 
fault, and hath little to excuse himself with ; and that, 
therefore, we should not he forward in condemning men 
of want of courage, when the Generals, who are both 
men of metal, and hate cowards, and had the sense of 
our ill success upon them, thought fit to remove no 
more of them, when desired by the King and Duke of 
York to do it, without respect to any favour any of 
them can pretend to in either of them. 

28th. To the Pope's Head, where my Lord Brouncker 
and his mistress dined, and Conunissioner Pett, Dr. 
Charleton,^ and myself, [were] entertained with a veni- 
son pasty by Sir W. Warren. Here very pretty dis- 
course of Dr. Charleton's, concerning Nature's fashioning 
every creature's teeth according to the food she intends 
them ; and that men's, it is plain, was not for flesh, but 
fruit, and that he can at any time tell the food of a 
beast unknown by the teeth ; and that all children love 
firuit, and none brought to flesh, but against their 
wills, at first. Thence with my Lord to his coach-house, 
and there put in six horses into his coach, and he and I 
alone to Highgate. Being come thither, we went to 

^ As Yeoman of the Cellar and Cup-bearer. This most im- 
proper step of the Duke of York is alluded to in the Poems on 
State Affairs, vol. i., p. 36, ed. 1703 : 

^ Cashier the memory of Dutell, raised up 
To taste, instead of death, his Highness* cup.*' 
^ Walter Charleton, a native of Somersetshire, physician in 
ordinary to Charles II. during his exile and after the Restoration. 
He was a learned i^nd voluminous author, and died in 1707. 
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my Lord Lauderdale's house to speak with him, and 
find him and his lady, and some Scotch people, at sup- 
per : pretty odd company, though, my Lord Broimcker 
tells me, my Lord Lauderdale is a man of mighty good 
reason and judgement. But at supper there played 
one of their servants upon the viallin some Scotch tunes 
only ; several, and the best of their country, as they 
seemed to esteem them, by their praising and admiring 
them : but. Lord I the strangest ayre that ever I heard 
in my life, and all of one cast. But strange to hear my 
Lord Lauderdale say himself that he had rather hear a 
cat mew, than the best musique in the world ; and the 
better the musique, the more sick it makes him ; and 
that of all instruments, he hates the lute most, and, next 
to that, the baggpipe. 

29th. Before sermon was done at Church, comes 
news by a letter to Sir W. Batten, to my hand, of the 
late fight, which I sent to his house, he at Church. 
But, Lord ! with what impatience I staid till sermon 
was done, to know the issue of the fight, with a thou- 
sand hopes and fears and thoughts about the conse- 
quences of either. At last sermon is done, and he come 
home, and the bells immediately rung soon as the church 
was done. But coming to Sir W. Batten to know the 
news, his letter said nothing of it ; but all the town is 
full of a victory. By and by, a letter from Sir W. Co- 
ventry tells me that we have the victory. Beat them 
into the Weelings ; had taken two of their great ships ; 
but, by the orders of the Generals, they are burned. 
This being, methought, but a poor result after the 
fighting of two so great fleets, and four days having no 
tidings of them, I was still impatient ; but could know 
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no more. I to Sir W. Batten, where the Lieutenant of 
the Tower was, and Sir John Minnes, and the news I 
find is what I had heard before ; only that our Blue 
squadron, it seems, was pursued the most of the time, 
having more ships, a great many, than its number 
allotted to its share. Young Seymour is killed, the 
only captain slain. The Resolution burned; but, as 
they say, most of her crew and commander saved. This 
is all, only we keep the sea, which denotes a victory, or, 
at least, that we are not beaten ; but no great matters 
to brag of, God knows. 

30th. To Sir W. Coventry, at St. James's, where I 
find him in his new closet, which is very fine, and well 
supplied with handsome books. I find him speak very 
slightly of the late victory : dislikes their staying with 
the fleet up their coast, believing that the Dutch 
will come out in fourteen days, and then we, with our 
unready fleet, by reason of some of the ships being 
maymed, shall be in bad condition to fight them upon 
their coast : is much dissatisfied with the great number 
of men, and their fresh demands of twenty-four victual- 
ling ships, they going out the other day as fiill as they 
could stow. He spoke slightly of the Duke of Albe* 
marie, saying, when De Ruyter come to give him a 
broadside — " Now," says he, chewing of tobacco the 
while, " will this feUow come and give me two broads- 
sides, and then he shall run f but it seems he held him 
to it two hours, till the Duke himself was forced to 
retreat, to refit, and was towed ofi^ and De Ruyter staid 
for him till he come back again to fight. One in the 
ship saying to the Duke, " Sir, methinks De Ruyter 
hath given us more than two broadsides j" — "Well,*! 
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gays the Duke, '^ but you shall find him run by and 
by ;" and so he did, says Sir W. Coventry; but after 
the Duke himself had been first made to fall off. The 
Kesolution had all brass guns, being the same that Sir 
J. Lawson had in her in the Straights. It is observed, 
that the two fleets were even in number to one ship. 

Thence home ; and to sing with my wife and Mercer 
in the garden ; and coming in, I find my wife plainly dis- 
satisfied with me, that I can spend so much time with 
Mercer, teaching her to sing, and could never take the 
pains with her, which I acknowledge; but it is because 
that the girl do take musick mighty readily, and she do 
not, and musick is the thing of the world that I love 
most, and all the pleasure almost that I can now take* 
So to bed, in some little discontent, but no words 
from me. 

31st. The Court empty, the King being gone to 
Tunbridge, and the Duke of York a-hunting. I had 
some discourse with Povy, who is mightily discontented, 
I find, about his disappointments at Court ; and says, 
of all places, if there be hell, it is here. No faith, no 
truth, no love, nor any agreement between man and 
wife, nor friends. He would have spoke broader, but I 
put it off to another time ; and so parted. Povy dis- 
coursed with me about my Lord Peterborough's .^50, 
which his man did give me from him, the last year's 
salary I paid him, which he would have Povy pay him 
again ; but I have not taken it to myself yet, and there* 
fore wiU most heartily return him, and mark him out 
for a coxcomb. Povy went down to Mr. Williamson's, 
and brought me up this extract out of the Flanders, 
letters to day come : — That Admiral Everson, and the 



J 666.] SAMUEL PEPTS. 249 

Admiral and Vice- Admiral of Freezeland, with many 
captains and men, are slain ; that De Buy ter is safe, 
but lost 250 men out of bis own ship ; but that he is 
in great disgrace, and Trump in better favour; that 
Bankert's ship is burned, himself hardly escaping with 
a few men on board De Haes ; that fifteen captains are 
to be tried the seventh of August; and that the hang- 
man was sent from Flushing to assist the Council of 
War. How much of this is true, time will show. 
Mighty well, and end this month in content of mind 
and body. The public matters looking more safe for 
the present than they did, and we having a victory of 
the Dutch just such as I could have wished, and as the 
kingdom was fit to bear — enough to give us the name 
of conquerors, and leave us masters of the sea, but 
without any such great matters done as should give the 
Duke of Albemarle any honour at all, or give him cause 
to rise to his former insolence. 

August 1st. Walked over the Park with Sir W. Co- 
ventry, who I clearly see is not thoroughly pleased with 
the late management of the fight, nor with any thing 
that the Generals do; only is glad to hear that De 
Ruyter is out of favour, and that this fight hath cost 
them 5000 men, as they themselves do report. And it 
is a strange thing, as he observes, how now and then 
the slaughter runs on one hand; there being 6000 
killed on theirs, and not above 400 or 500 killed and 
wounded on ours, and as many fiag officers on theirs as 
ordinary captains in ours : there being Everson, and the 
Admiral and Vice- Admiral of Freezeland on theirs, and 
Seymour, Martin, and y on ours. 

2nd. To the office, where we sat, and in discourse at 
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the table with Sir W. Batten, I was obliged to tell him 
it was an nntrath, which <];d displease him mightily, and 
parted at noon very angry with me. Balty's wife is in 
great pain for her husband, not hearing of him since the 
fight, but I understand he was not in it, going hence 
too late. 

3d. The death of Everson, and the report of our suc- 
cess, beyond expectation, in the killing of so great a 
number of men, hath raised the estimation of the late 
victory considerably ; but it is only among fools : for all 
that was but accidental But this morning, gettii:^ Sir 
W. Pen to read over the Narrative with me, he did 
sparingly, yet plamly, say that we might have inter- 
eepted their Zealand squadron coming home, if we had 
done our parts ; and more, that we might have spooned^ 
before the wind as well as they, and have overtaken their 
ships in the pursuit, in all the while. 

4th. Mr. Cooke dined with us, who is lately come 
from Hinchingbroke. The family all welL This even- 
ing Sir W. Pen come into the garden, and walked 
with me, and told me that he had certain notice that at 
Flushing they are in great distraction. De !Buyter 
dares not come on shore for fear of the people ; nor any 
body open their houses or shops for fear of the tumult: 
which is a very good hearing. 

5th. To the Church, where, I believe, Mrs. Horsly 
goes, by merchant-tailors' hall, and there I find in the 
pulpit Elborough, my old schoolfellow and a simple 
rogue,* and yet I find preaching a very good sermon, 

^ To spoom, or spoon, is to go right before the wind, without 
any sail. — Sea Dictionary, 1708. 
* See p. 269, poaL 
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and in as right a parson-like manner, and in as good a 
manner, too, as I have heard anybody, and the church 
very fiill, which is a surprising consideration. After 
dinner with my wife and Mercer and Jane by water up 
as high as Mortlake with great pleasure, and a fine day, 
reading over the second part of the Siege of Rhodes 
with great delight. We landed, and walked at Same* 
elmes, and then at the net-houses I landed, and bought 
a millon, and we did also land and eat and drink at 
Wandsworth, and so to the Old Swan, and thence 
walked home. It being a mighty fine cool evening, my 
wife and I spent an hoiu* in the garden talking of our 
living in the country, when I shall be turned out of the 
office, as I fear the Parliament may find faults enough 
to remove us alL Nan, at Sir W. Pen's, lately married 
to one Markeham, a kinsman of Sir W. Pen's — a pretty 
wench she is. 

6tlL To my Lady Montagu's, at Westminster, and 
there visited my Lord Hinchingbroke, newly come from 
Hinchingbroke, and find him a mighty sober gentleman^ 
to my great content. In Fenchurch Street met with 
Mr. Battersby ; says he, " Do you see Dan Rawlinson's 
door shut up?" which I did, and wondered. "Why," 
says he, '^ after all this sickness, and himself spending 
all the last year in the country, one of his men is now 
dead of the plague, and his wife and one of his maids 
sick, and himself shut up ;" which troubles me mightily. 
So home; and there do hear also from Mrs. Sarah 
Daniel, that Grreenwich is at this time much worse than 
ever it was, and Deptford too : and she told us that 
they believed all the town would leave the town, and 
come to London ; which is now the receptacle of all the 
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people from all infected places. God preserve us! 
After dinner, in comes Mrs. Knipp, and I sat and 
talked with her, it being the first time of her being here 
since her being brought to bed. I very pleasant to her, 
but perceive my wife hath no great pleasiu'e m her 
being here. However, we talked and sang, and were 
•very pleasant. By and by comes Mr. Pierce and his 
wife, the first time she also hath been here since her 
lying-in, both having been brought to bed of boys, and 
both of them dead. Knipp and I sang, and then I 
offered to carry them home, and to take my wife with 
me, but she would not go : so I with them, leaving my 
wife in a very ill humour. However, I would not be 
removed from my civility to them, but sent for a coach, 
and went with them ; and in our way, Knipp saying 
that she come out of doors without a dinner to us, I 
took them to Old F^sh-streete, to the very house and 
woman where I kept my wedding-dinner,* where I never 
was since, and there I did give them a jole of salmon, 
and what else was to be had. And here we talked of 
the ill-humour of my wife, which I did excuse as much 
as I could, and they seemed to admit of it, but did both 
confess they wondered at it : but from thence to other 
discourse, of my Lord Brouncker. They told me how 
poorly my Lord carried himself the other day to his 
kinswoman^ Mrs. Howard, and was displeased because 
she called him uncle to a little gentlewoman that is 
there with him, which he will not admit of; for no re- 
lation is to be challenged from others to a lord, and did 

^ The tavem was evidently selected to mark Fepys*s disgust at 
his wife's ill-humour; but he probably did not venture to mention 
the circumstance, on his return homCr 
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treat her thereirpon very rudely and ungenteely*. Knipp 
tells me, also, that my Lord keeps another woman be-* 
sides Mrs. WiUiams ; and that, when I was there the 
other day, there was a great hubbub in the house, 
Mrs. Williams being fallen sick, because my Lord was 
gone to his other mistress, making her wait for him till 
his return from the other mistress; and a great deal of 
do there was about it, and Mrs. Williams swounded at 
it, at the very time when I wondered at the reason of 
my being received so negligently. I set them both at 
home — Knipp at her house, her husband being at the 
doore ; and glad she was to be found to have staid out 
so long with me and Mrs. Pierce, and none else. Home, 
and there find my wife mightOy out of order, and re- 
proaching of Mrs. Pierce and Knipp as wenches, and I 
know not what. But I did give her no words to offend 
her, and quietly let all pass. 

7th. Comes Mr. Keeve, with a twelve-foote glasse. 
Up to the top of the house, and there we endeavoured 
to see the moon, and Saturn and Jupiter, but the 
heavens proved* cloudy, and so we lost our labour, 
having taken pains to get things together, in order to 
the managing of our new glass. I receive fresh intelli- 
gence that Deptford and Greenwich are now afresh ex- 
ceedingly afflicted with the sickness more than ever. 

8th. Discoursed with Mr. Hooke about the nature of 
sounds, and he did make me understand the nature of 
musicall sounds made by strings, mighty prettily ; and 
told me that having come to a certain number of vibra- 
tions proper to make any tone, he is able to tell how 
many strokes a fly makes with her wings, those flies 
that hum in their flying, by the note that it answers to 
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in musique, during their flying* That, I suppose^ is a 
little too much refined; but his discourse in general of 
sound was mighty fine. To St. James's, where we 
attended with the rest of my fellows on the Duke, whom 
I found with two or three patches upon his nose and 
about his right eye, which came from his being struck 
with the bough of a tree the other day in his hunting ; 
and it is a wonder it did not strike out his eye. After 
we had done our business with him, which is now but 
little, the want of money being such as leaves us little to 
do but to answer complaints of the want thereof: the re-* 
presenting of our want of money being now become use- 
lesse. To Bow, to my Lady Pooly's,* where my wife 
was with Mr. Batelier and his sisters; and there I 
found a noble supper. About ten o'clock we rose from 
table, and sang a song ; and so home in two coaches, 
Mr. Batelier and his sister Mary, and my wife and I in 
one, and Mercer alone in the other; and, after being ex- 
amined at Allgate whether we were husbands and wives, 
home. I find Reeves there, it being a mighty fine 
bright night, and so upon my leads, though very sleepy, 
till one in the morning, looking on the moon and 
Jupiter, with this twelve-foot glass, and another of six 
foot, that he hath brought with him to-night, and the 
sights mighty pleasant, and one of the glasses I will 
buy. So to bed mighty sleepy, but with much plea- 
sure. Reeves lying at my house ; and mighty proud I 
am, and ought to be thankful to God Almighty that I 
am able to have a spare bed for my &iends. 

9th. Mightily pleased with a Virgin's head that my 
wife is now drawing of. In the evening to Lumbard 
* Wife of Sir Edmund Pooly, mentioned before. 
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Street, about money, to enable me to pay Sir G. Car- 
teret's <£^3000 which he hath lodged in my hands, in 
behalf of his son and my Lady Jemimah, towards their 
portion. Mrs. Bawlinson is dead of the sickness, and 
her maid continues mighty iU. He himself is got out 
of the house. I met with Mr. Evelyn in the street, who 
tells me the sad condition at this very day at Deptford, 
for the plague, and more at Deale, within his precinct, 
as one of the Commissioners for sick and wounded sea- 
men, that the towne is ahnost quite depopulated. 

10th. Homeward, and hear in Fenchurch Streete, 
that now the maid is also dead at Mr. Bawlinson's ; so 
that there are three dead in all, the wife, a man-servant, 
and maid-servant. Pleased to hear of Mrs. Barbara 
Sheldon's good fortune, who is like to have Mr. Wood's 
son, the mast-maker, a very rich man, and to be mar-* 
ried speedily, she being already mighty fine upon it. 

12th. I and my wife up to her closet, to examine her 
kitchen accounts, and there I took occasion to fall out 
with her, for her buying a laced handkercher and pinner 
without my leave. From this we began both to be angry, 
and so continued till bed. 

13th. Up, without being friends with my wife, nor 
great enemies, being both quiet and silent. To Paul's 
churchyard, to treat with a bookbinder to come and gild 
the backs of all my books, to make them handsome, to 
stand in my new presses. 

. 14tli. (Thanksgiving day.)* Comes Mr. Foly and his 
man with a box of great variety of carpenter's and joyner's 
tooles, which I had bespoke, which please me mightily, 
but I will have more. Povy tells me how mad my letter 

^ In honour of the naval success. 
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makes my Lord Peterborough, and what a furious letter 
he hath writ to me in answer, though it is not come yet. 
This did trouble me ; for, though there be no reason, yet 
to have a nobleman's mouth open against a man, may do 
a man hurt ; so I endeavoured to have found him out 
and spoke with him, but could not. So to the chapel, 
and heard a piece of the Dean of Westminster's' ser- 
mon, and a speciall good anthemne before the Bang, after 
sermon. After dinner, with my wife and Mercer to the 
Beare Garden;* where I have not been, I think, of 
many years, and saw some good sport of the bull's 
tossing of the dogs : one into the very boxes. But it is 
a very rude and nasty pleasure. We had a great many 
hectors in the same box with us, and one very fine went 
into the pit, and played his dog for a wager, which was 
a strange sport for a gentleman ; where they drank 
wine, and drank Mercer's health first ; which I pledged 
with my hat off. We supped at home, and very merry. 
And then about nine to Mrs. Mercer's gate, where the 
fire and boys expected us, and her son had provided 
abundance of serpents and rockets ; and there mighty 
merry, my Lady Pen and Pegg going thither with uSi 
and Nan Wright, till about twelve at night, flinging 
our fireworks, and burning one another, and the people 
t\ over the way. And, at last, our businesses being most 

spent, we went into Mrs. Mercer's, and there mighty 

^ John Dolben, afterwards Archbishop of York. 

^ The Bear-Garden was situated on Bankside, dose to the pre* 
cinct of the Clinke Liberty, and very near to the old palace of the 
Bishops of Winchester. The name still exists in a street or lane 
at the foot of Southwark Bridge. This old English but barbarous 
sport, which had been suppressed by the Puritans, was revived at 
the Restoration. 
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menj, smutting one another with candle grease and 
soot, till most of us were like devils. And that being 
done, then we broke up, and to my house ; and there I 
made them drink, and upstairs we went, and then fell 
into dancing, W. Batelier dancing weU; and dressing, 
him and I, and one Mr. Banister, who, with my wife, 
come over also with us, like women ; and Mercer put 
on a suit of Tom's, like a boy, and mighty mirth we 
had, and Mercer danced a jigg ; and Nan Wright and 
my wife and Pegg Pen put on perriwigs. Thus we 
spent till three or four in the morning, mighty merry ; 
and then parted^ and to bed. 

15th. Mighty sleepy; slept till past eight of the 
dock, and was called up by a letter from Sir W. Coven-, 
try ; which, among other things, tells me how we have 
burned one hundred and sixty ships of. the enemy 
within the Fly. I up, and with all possible haste, and 
in pain for fear of coming late, it being our day of 
attending the Duke of York, to St. James's, where they 
are full of the particulars ; how they are generally good 
merchant-ships, some of them laden and supposed rich 
ships. We spent five fire-ships upon them. We landed 
on the Schelling, Sir Philip Howard with some men, 
and Holmes, I think, with others, about 1000 in all, and 
burned a town ; and so come away. By and by the Duke 
of York, with his books, showed us the very place and 
manner : and that it was not our design and expecta- 
tion to have done this, but only to have landed on the 
Fly, and burned some of their stores ; but, being come 
in, we spied those ships, and with our long boats, one 
by one, fired them, our ships running all a-ground, it 
being so shoal water. We were led to this by, it seems, 

VOL. III. s 
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a renegado captain of the Hollanders^ who found him- 
self ill used by De Suyter for his good service, and so 
come over to us, and hath done us good service; so that 
now we trust him, and he himself did go on this expe- 
dition. The service is very great, and our joys as great 
for it. All this will make the Duke of Albemarle in 
repute again, I doubt. Down the river, reading " The 
Adventures of five houres," which, the more I read, 
the more I admire. The guns of the Tower going off, 
and there being bonfires also in the street for this late 
good successe. 

16th. This day Sir W. Batten did show us at the 
Table a letter from Sir T. Allen, which says, that we 
have taken ten or twelve ships, since the late great ex- 
pedition of burning their ships and town, laden with 
hemp, flax, tar, deals, &c. This was good news ; but 
by and by comes in Sir G. Carteret, and he asked us 
with full mouth what we would give for good news. 
Says Sir W. Batten, "I have better than you, for a 
wager." They laid sixpence, and we that were by were 
to give sixpence to him that told the best news. So 
Sir W. Batten told his of the ten or twelve ships. Sir 
G. Carteret did then tell us that, upon the news of the 
burning of the ships and town, the common people of 
Amsterdam did besiege De Witt's house, and he was 
forced to flee to the Prince of Orange, who is gone to 
Cleve, to the marriage of his sister. This we concluded 
all the best news, and my Lord Broimcker and myself 
did give Sir G. Carteret our sixpence a-piece, which he 
did give Mr. Smith to give to the poor. Thus we made 
ourselves mighty merry. 
. 17th. Down by water to Woolwich, and had a piece 
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of bridecake sent me by Mrs. Barbary* into the boate 
after me, she being here at her uncle's, with her hus- 
band, Mr. Wood's son, and mighty nobly married. 
They say she was very fine, and he very rich — a strange 
fortune for so odd a looked maid, though her hands and 
body be good, and nature very good, I think. With 
Captain Erwin, discoursing about the East Indys, where 
he hath often been. And, among other things, he tells 
me how the King of Syam seldom goes out without 
thirty or forty thousand people with him, and not a 
word spoke, nor a hum or cough in the whole company 
to be heard. He tells me, the punishment frequently 
there for malefactors, is cutting ofi" the crowne of their 
head, which they do very dexterously, leaving their 
brains bare, which kills them presently. He told me 
what I remember he hath once done heretofore ; that 
every body is to lie flat down at the coming by of 
the King, and nobody to look upon him upon pain of 
death. And that he and his fellows, being strangers, 
were invited to see the sport of taking a wild elephant ; 
and they did only kneel, and look towards the King. 
Their druggerman* did desire them to fall down, for 
otherwise he should suffer for their contempt of the 
King. The sport being ended, a messenger comes from 
the King, which the druggerman thought had been to 
have taken away his life; but it was to enquire how 
the strangers liked the sport. The druggerman an- 
swered, that they did cry it up to be the best that ever 
tjley saw, and that they never heard of any Prince so 
great in every thing as this King. The messenger being 
gone back, Erwin and his company asked their drug- 
V Sheldon. - Dragoman. 

82 
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german what he had said, which he told them. " But 
why," they say, ** would you say that without our leave, 
it being not true ?" — " It makes no matter for that," 
says he ; '^ I must have said it, or have been hanged ; 
for our King do not live by meat, nor drink, but by- 
having great lyes told him.'* In our way back, we 
come by a little vessel that come into the river this 
morning, and says she left the fieete in Sole Bay, and 
that she hath not heard, she belon^ng to Sir W. Jen-^ 
ings in the fleet, of any such prizes taken as the ten 
or twelve I enquired about, and said by Sir W. Batten 
yesterday to be taken, so I fear it is not true. I had 
the good fortune to see Mrs. Stewart, who is grown a 
little too tall, but is a woman of most excellent features. 
The narrative of the late expedition in burning die 
ships is in print, and makes it a great thing ; and I hope 
it is so. Sir Bichard Ford did, very understandingly, 
methought, give us an account of the originall of the 
Hollands Bank, and the nature of it, and how they do 
never give any interest at all to any person that brings 
in their money, though what is brought in upon the 
public faith, interest is given by the State for. The 
unsafe condition of a Bank under a Monarch, and the 
little safety to a Monarch to have any ; or Corporation 
alone, as London in answer to Amsterdam, to havo so 
great a wealth or credit, it is, that makes it hard to 
have a Bank here. And, as to the former, he did tell 
us bow it sticks in the memory of most merchants how 
the late ]^g, when, by the war between Holland and 
France and Spain, all the bullion of Spain was brought 
y ther, pnp third of it to be coyned ; and indeed it was 
found advantageous to the merchant to coyne most of 
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it, was persuaded In a strait, by my Lord Cottmgton,* 
to seize upon the money in the Tower: which, though 
in a few days the merchants concerned did prevail to 
get it released, yet the thing will never be forgot. Sir 
John Minnes come home to-night, not well, from 
C h a th a m , where he hath been at a pay, holding it at 
Upnor Castle, because of the plague so much in the 
towne of Chatham. He hath, they say, got an ague, 
being so much on the water. 

18tL At my little mercer's, in Lumbard Street, 
who hath the pretty wench, like, the old Queene, and 
there cheapened some stuffs to hang my room. 

19th. Comes by agreement Mr, Reeves, bringing me 
a lanthom, with pictures in glass, to make strange 
things appear on a wall, very pretty. We did also at 
night see Jupiter and his girdle and satellites, very 
fine, with my twelve-foot glass, but could not Satume, 
he being very dark. Spong and I had also several fine 
discourses upon the globes, this afternoon, particularly 
why the fixed stars do not rise and set at the same 
hour all the year long, which he could not demonstrate^ 
nor I neither. 

20th. Waked this morning, about si:^ o'clock, with a. 
violent knocking at Sir J. Minnes's door, to call up Mrs. 
Hanunon, crying out that Sir J. Minnes is a-dying. I 

^ Sir Francis Cottington, a younger son of Philip Cottington, of 
Godmanston, Somerset, was created, hj Charles I., Lord Cotting- 
ton, of Hanworth : he became successively one of the Clerks of the 
Council, Chancellor of the Exchequer, Ambassador into Spain, and 
Lord Treasurer of England, under the two elder Stuarts# he died 
at Yalladolid in 1653, s. p., and his body was brought to England, 
and interred under a stately monument in Westminster Abbey, 
erected by Charles Cottington, his nephew and heir. 
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daw him on Saturday^ after his fit of the ague^ and then 
[he] was pretty lusty, which troubles me mightily; 
for he is a very good, harmless, honest, gentleman, 
though not fit for business. To Deptford by water, 
reading ** Othello, Moor of Venice," which I ever here- 
tofore esteemed a mighty good play; but, having so 
lately read " The Adventures of Five Houres," it seems 
a mean thing. All the afternoon upon my Tangier 
accounts, getting Tom Wilson to help me in writing as 
I read; and I find myself right to a farthing, in an 
account of <f^l 27,000. I visited Sir J. Minnes, who is 
much impatient by this few days' sickness, and I fear 
indeed it will kill him. 

21st. Mr. Batelier told me how, being with some 
others at Bourdeaux, making a bargain with another 
man at a taveme for some clarets, they did hire a fellow 
to thunder, which he had the art of doing, upon a deale 
board, and to rain and hail, that is, make the noise of, 
so as did give them a pretence of undervaluing their 
merchants' wines, by saying this thunder would spoU 
and turn them, which was so reasonable to the mei^ 
chant, that he did abate two pistolls per ton for the wine, 
in belief of that. 

22d. I to St. James's, and there with the Duke of 
York. I had opportunity of much talk with Sir W. Pen 
to-day, he being newly come from the fleet ; and he do 
much undervalue the honour that is given to the con* 
duct of Holmes in burning the ships and town, saying 
it was a great thing indeed, and of great profit to us in 
being of great loss to the enemy, but that it was wholly 
a business of chance. Mrs. Kiiipp tells me, my song of 
*^ Beauty Ketire" is mightily cried up, which I am not 
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a little pioud of; and do think I have done '^It is 
Decreed" better^ but I have not finished it. My closet 
is doing by an upholsterer, which I am pleased with, 
but fear my purple will be too sad for that melancholy 
room. My wife, Knipp, and Mercer, by coach to 
Moorfields, and there saw Polichinello, which pleases me 
mightily. 

23d. Sir W. Coventry sent me word that the Dutch 
fleet is certainly abroad; and so we are to hasten all 
we have to send to our fleet with all speed. But, 
liordl to see how my Lord Brouncker undertakes the 
despatch of the fire-ships, when he is no more fit for it 
than a porter ; and all the while Sir W. Pen, who is 
the most fit, is unwilling to displease him, and do not 
look after it ; and so the King's work is like to be well 
done. 

24tlL Comes Sympson, to set up my other new presses 
for my books, to my moat extraordinary satisfaction; so 
that I think it will be as noble a closet as any man 
hath; though, indeed, it would have been better to 
have had a little more light. This afternoon comes 
Mrs. Barbary Sheldon, now Mrs. Wood, to see my 
wife : I was so busy, I would not see her. But she 
come, it seems, mighty rich in rings and fine clothes, 
and like a lady, and says she is matched mighty well, at 
which I am very glad, but wonder at her good fortune^ 
and the folly of her husband. 

26tli. I was a little disturbed with news my Lord 
Brouncker brought me, that we are to attend the King 
at White Hall this afternoon, and that it is about a 
complaint from the Generals against us. Sir W. Fen 
%nd I by coach to White Hall, and there staid till the 



264 BIABY OF [26th Aug. 

King and Cabinet met in the Green Chamber, and then 
we were called in ; and there the King began with me^ 
to hear how the victualk of the fleet stood. I did, in 
a long discourse, tell him and the rest, the Duke of 
York, Lord Chancellor, Lord Treasurer, both the 
Secretarys, Sir G, Carteret, and Sir W.* Coventry, how 
it stood, wherein they seemed satisfied, but pres? 
mightily for more supplies; and the letter of the 
Generals, which was read, did lay their not going, oi' 
too soon returning from the Dutch coast, this next 
bout, to the want of victuals. They then proceeded 
to the enquiry after the fire-ships ; and did all very 
superficially, and without any severity at alL But, 
however, I was in pain, after we come out, to know 
how I had done, and hear, well enough; but, however^ 
it shall be a caution to me to prepare myself against 
a day of inquisition. Being come out, I met with 
Mr. Moore; and he and I an hour together in the 
Gallery, telling me how far they are gone in getting, 
my Lord Sandwich's pardon, so as the Chancellor is 
prepared in it ; and Sir EL Bennet do promote it, and 
the warrant for the King's signing is drawn. The 
business between my Lord Hinchingbroke and Mrs. 
Mallet is quite broke off; he attended her at Tunbiidge, 
and she declaring her affections to be settled; and he 
not being fully pleased with the vanity and liberty 
of her carriage. Thence to discourse of the times ; and 
he tells me he believes both my Lord Arlington and 
Sir W. Coventry, as well as my Lord Sandwich and 
Sir G. Carteret, have reason to fear, and are a£raid» 
of this Parliament now coming on. He tells me that 
Bristoll's faction is getting ground apace against my, 
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Lord Chancellor. He told me that my Lord Coventry^ 
was a cunning, crafty man, and did make as many bad 
decrees in Chancery as any man; and that, in one 
case, that occasioned many years' dispute, at last when 
the King come in, it was hoped, by the party grievedj^ 
to get my Lord Chancellor to reverse a decree of his. 
Sir W» Coventry took the opportunity of the business 
between the Duke of York and the Duchess, and said 
to my Lord Chancellor that he had rather be drawn up 
Holbome to be hanged, than live to see any decree of 
his father's reversed; and so the Chancellor did not 
think fit to do it. But it still stands, to the undoing of 
one Norton, a printer, about his right to the printing 
of the Bible, and Grammar, &c. Sir J. Minnes had 
a very bad fit this day, and a hickup do take him, which 
is a very bad sign. 

27tL Up, and to my new closet. Then to break 
open a window to the leads' side in my old closet, which 
wiU enlighten the room mightily, and make it mighty 
pleasant. Sir G. Carteret tells me what is done about 
my Lord's pardon, and is not for letting the Duke of 
York know any thing of it beforehand, but to carry it 
as speedily and quietly as we can. He seems to be 
very apprehensive that the Parliament will be trouble-? 
some and inquisitive into faults ; but seems not to value 
them as to himself. 

28tL At noon I, with my wife and Mercer, to 
Philpott Lane, a great cook's shop, to the wedding 
of Mr. Longracke, our purveyor, a civil man, and hath 
married a sober, serious mayde. Here I met much 
ordinary company, I going thither at his great re- 
. ' The Lord Keeper. Ob. 1639-40. 
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quest ; but there was Mr. Madden and his ladj^ a 
noble, pretty lady, and he a fine ^endeman seems to 
be. We four were most t(^ether, but the whole com- 
pany was Tery simple and innocent. After dinner, the 
young women went to dance; mnong odiers, Mr* 
€3iristopher Pett, his daughter, who is a very pretty, 
modest girl: I am mightily taken with her. That 
being done, we broke up mighty civilly, the bride and 
bridegroom going to Greenwich They keeping their 
dinner here only for my sake. To the oj£ce, and anon, 
on a sudden, called to meet Sir W. Pen and Sir 
W. Coventry, who did read me a letter from the Gene- 
rals to the King, a most scurvy letter, reflecting most 
upon him, and then upon me for my accounts, not that 
they are not true, but that we do not consider the ex- 
pence of the fleet ; and then upon the whole office, in 
neglecting them and the K ing's service, and this in very 
plain, and sharp, and menacing terms. But a great 
supply must be made, and shall be, in grace of God ! 

29th. Found Sir W. Pen talking to Orange Moll, 
of the King's house, who, to our great comfort, told us 
that they begun to act on the 18th of this month. So 
On to St. James's, in the way Sir W. Pen telling me 
that Mr. Norton that married Sir J. Lawson's daughter 
is dead — she left ,£*800 a year joynture, a son to 
inherit the whole estates. She freed from her father- 
ili-law's tyranny, and is in condition to help her 
mother, who needs it ; of which I am glad — ^the young 
lady being very pretty. To St. James's, and there 
Sir W. Coventry took Sir W. Pen and me apart, and 
read to us his answer to the General's letter to the 
King, that he read last night ; whereiu he is very plain. 
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and states the matter in full defence of himself, and of 
me with him, which he could not avoid; which is a 
good comfort to me, that I happened to be invdlTMl 
with him in the same cause. And then, speaking of 
the supplies which have been made to this fleet, more 
than ever in all kinds to any, even that wherein the 
Duke of York himself was, "Well,'' says he, "if this 
will not do, I will say, as Sir J. Falstaffe did to the 
Prince, * Tell your father, that if he do not like this, 
let him kill the next Piercy himself.' " 

31st. Much pleased to-day with thoughts of gilding 
the backs of all my books aUke, in all my new presses. 

September 1st. My wife and I to Polichinello, but 
were there horribly frighted to see Young Killigrew 
come in, with a great many more young sparks : but we 
hid ourselves, so as we think they did not see us. 
' 2d. (Lord's day.) Some of our maids sitting up late 
last night to get things ready against our feast to-day, 
Jane called us up about three in the morning, to tell 
us of a great fire they saw in the City. So I rose, and 
slipped on my night-gown, and went to her window ; 
and thought it to be on the back-side of Marke-lane at 
the farthest; but, being unused to such fires as fol- 
lowed, I thought it far enough off; and so went to 
bed again^ and to sleep. About seven rose again to 
dress myself, and there looked out at the window, and 
saw the fire not so much as it was, and farther ofi; 
So to my closet to set things to rights, after yesterday's 
deaning. By and by Jane comes and tells me that she 
hears that above 300 houses have been burned down 
to-night by the fire we saw, and that it is now burning 
down all Fish Street, by London Bridge. So I made 
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myself ready presently, and walked to the Tower j 
and there got up upon one of the high places. Sir 
J. Robinson's little son going up with me ; and there 
I did see the houses at that end of the bridge all on fire, 
and an infinite great fire on this and the other side the 
end of the bridge ; which, among other people, did 
trouble me for poor little Michell and our Sarah on the 
bridge. So down, with my heart fiill of trouble, to the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, who tells me that it begun 
this morning in the King's baker's^ house in Pudding- 
lane, and that it hath burned down St. Magnus's Church 
and most part of Fish Street already. So I down to 
the water-side, and there got a boat, and through bridge, 
and there saw a lamentable fire. Poor Michell's house, 
as fiu: as the Old Swan, already burned that way, and 
the fire runmng further, that, in a very litUe time, it 
got as far as the Steele-yard, while I was there. Every 
body endeavouring to remove their goods, and flinging 
into the river, or bringing them into lighters that lay 
ofi^; poor people staying in their houses as long as till 
the very fire touched them, and then running into 
boats, or clambering &om one pair of stairs, by the 
waterside, to another. And, among other things, the 
poor pigeons, I perceive, were loth to leave their houses, 
but hovered about the windows and balconys, till they 
burned their wings, and fell down. Having staid, and 
in an hour's time seen the fire rage every way ; and 
nobody, to my sight, endeavouring to quench it, but to 
remove their goods, and leave all to the fire; and, 
having seen it get as far as the Steele-yard, and the 
wind mighty high, and driving it into the City ; andl 

^ His name was Faryner. 
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everything, after so long a drought, proving com- 
bustible, even the very stones of churches; and, 
among other things, the poor steeple* by which pretty 
Mrs. ■■ lives, and whereof my old schoolfellow 

Elborough is parson, taken fire in the very top, and 
there burned till it fell down ; I to White Hall, with a 
gentleman with me, who desired to go off from the 
Tower, to see the fire, in my boat ; and there up to 
the King^s closet in the Chapel, where people come 
about me, and I did give them an account dismayed 
them all, and word was carried in to the Bang. So I 
was called for, and did tell the King and Duke of York 
what I saw ; and that, unless his Majesty did command 
houses to be pulled down, nothing could stop the fire. 
They seemed much troubled, and the King commanded 
me to go to my Lord Mayor* from him, and command 
him to spare no houses, but to pull down before the 
fire every way. The Duke of York bid me tell him, 
that if he would have any more soldiers, he shall ; and 
80 did my Lord Arlington afterwards, as a great secret. 
Here meeting with Captain Cocke, I in his coach, 
which he lent mc, and Creed with me to Paul's ; and 
there walked along Watling Street, as well as I could, 
every creature coming away loaden with goods to save, 
and, here and there, sick people carried away in beds. 
Extraordinary good goods carried in carts and on backs. 
At last met my Lord Mayor in Canning Street, like 
a man spent, with a handkercher about his neck. To 
the King's message, he cried, like a fainting woman, 

* St. Lawrence Poultney, of which Thomas Elborough was 
curate. 

^ Sir Thomas Bludworth. 
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^^Lordl what can I do? I am spent: people will not 
obej me. I have been pulling down houses ; but the 
fire overtakes us faster than we can do it." That he 
needed no more soldiers ; and that, for himself, he must 
go and refresh himself, haying been up all night. So 
he left me, and I him, and walked home ; seeing people 
all almost distracted, and no manner of means used to 
quench the fire. The houses, too, so very thick there- 
abouts, and full of matter for burning, as pitch and tar, 
in Thames Street ; and warehouses of oyle, and wines, 
and brandy, and other things. Here I saw Mr. Isaac 
Houblon, the handsome man, prettily dressed and dirty 
at> his door at Dowgate, receiving some of his brother's 
things, whose houses were on fire ; and, as he says, 
have been removed twice already ; and he doubts, as it 
soon proved, that they must be, in a little time, re^ 
moved from his house also, which was a sad considera^ 
tion. And to see the churches all filling with goods by 
people who themselves should have been quietly there 
at this time. By this time, it was about twelve o'clock ; 
9iid so home, and there find my guests, who were 
Mr. Wood and his wife Barbary Shelden, and also 
Mr. Moone: she mighty fine, and her husband, for 
aught I see, a likely man. But Mr. Moone's design 
and mine, which was to look over my closet, and please 
him with the sight thereof, which he hath long desired, 
was wholly disappointed; for we were in great trouble 
and disturbance at this fire, not knowing what to think 
of it. However, we had an extraordinary good dinner, 
and as merry as at this time we could be. While at 
dinner, Mrs. Batelier come to enquire after Mr. Woolfe 
and Stanes, who, it seems, are related to them, whose 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 271 

houses in Fish Street are all burned, and they in a sad 
condition. She would not stay in the fright. Soon as 
dined, I and Moone away, and walked through the City, 
the streets full of nothing but people; and horses and 
carts loaden with goods, ready to run over one another, 
and removing goods from one burned house to another. 
They now removing out of Caiming Street, which re* 
ceived goods in the morning, into Lumbard Street, ajid 
further : and, among others, I now saw my little goldsmith 
Stokes receiving some Mend's goods, whose house itself 
was burned the day after. We parted at Paul's ; he 
home, and I to Paul's Wharf, where I had appointed 
a boat to attend me, and took in Mr. Carcasse and his 
brother, whom I met in the street, and carried them 
below and above bridge too. And again to see the 
fire, which was now got further, both below and above, 
and no likelihood of stopping it. Met with the King 
and Duke of York in their barge, and with them to 
Queenhithe, and there called Sir Richard Browne to 
them. Their order was only to pull down houses apace, 
and so below bridge at the water-side ; but little was 
or could be done, the fire coming upon them so fast. 
Good hopes there was of stopping it at the Three Cranes 
above, and at Buttulph's Wharf below bridge, if caxe be 
used ; but the wind carries it into the City, so as we 
know not, by the water-side, what it do there. River 
full of lighters and boats taking in goods, and good 
goods swimming in the water; and only I observed 
that hardly one lighter or boat in three that had the 
goods of a house in, but there was a pair of Virginalls^ 

* A sort of spinet, so called from young women playing 
upon it. 
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xn it. Having seen as much as I could now^ I away 
to White Hall by appointment, and there walked to 
St. James's Park ; and there met my wife, and Creed, 
and Wood, and his wife, and walked to my boat; and 
there upon the water again, and to the fire up and 
down, it still encreasing, and the wind great. So near 
the fire as we could for smoke ; and all over the Thames, 
with one's faces in the wind, you were almost burned 
with a shower of fire-drops. This is very true : sp 
as houses were burned by these drops and flakes of fire, 
three or four, nay, five or six houses, one from another. 
When we could endure no more upon the water, we to 
a little ale-house on the Bankside, over against the 
Three Cranes, and there staid till it was dark almost, 
and saw the fire grow; and, as it grew darker, 
appeared more and more; and in corners and upon 
steeples, and between churches and houses, as far as 
we could see up the hill of the City, in a most horrid, 
malicious, bloody fiame, not like the fine flame of an 
ordinary fire. Barbary and her husband away before 
us. We staid till, it being darkish, we saw the fire as 
only one entire arch of fire from this to the other side 
the bridge, and in a bow up the hill for an arch of above 
a mile long : it made me weep to see it. The churches, 
houses, and all on fire, and fiaming at once ; and a 
horrid noise the flames made, and the cracking of houses 
at their mine. So home with a sad heart, and there 
find every body discoursing and lamenting the fire; 
and poor Tom Hater come with some few of his goods 
saved out of his house, which was burned upon Fish 
Street HilL I invited him to lie. at my house, and did 
receive his goods ; but was deceived in his lying there. 



16660 SAMUEL PEPYS. 273 

the news coming every moment of the growth of the 
fire ; so as we were forced to begin to pack up our own 
goods, and prepare for their removal ; and did by moon- 
shine, it being brave, dry, and moonshine and warm 
weather, carry much of my goods into the garden; and 
Mr. Hater and I did remove my money and iron chests 
into my cellar, as thinking that the safest place. And 
got my bags of gold into my office, ready to carry away, 
and my chief papers of accounts also there, and my 
tallies into a box by themselves. So great was our 
fear, as Sir W. Batten hath carts come out of the 
country to fetch away his goods this night. We did 
put Mr. Hater, poor man I to bed a little ; but he got 
but very little rest, so much noise being in my house, 
taking down of goods. 

3d. About four o'clock in the morning, my Lady 
Batten sent me a cart to carry away all my money, and 
plate, and best things, to Sir W. Eider's, at Bednall 
Greene, which I did, riding myself in my night-gown, 
in the cart ; and. Lord I to see how the streets and the 
highways are crowded with people running and riding, 
and getting of carts at any rate to fetch away things. 
I find Sir W. Rider tired with being called up all 
night, and receiving things from several friends. His 
house full of goods, and much of Sir W. Batten's and 
Sir W. Pen's. I am eased at my heart to have my 
treasure so well secured. Then home, and with much 
ado to find a way, nor any sleep all this night to me nor 
my poor wife. But then all this day she and I and all 
my people labouring to get away the rest of our things, 
and did get Mr. Tooker to get me a lighter to take 
them in, and we did carry them, myself some, over 

VOL. III. T 
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Tower Hill, which was by this time fiill of people's 
goods, bringing their goods thither; and down to the 
lighter, which lay at the next quay, above the Tower 

Dock. And here was my neighbour's wife, Mrs. ^ 

with her pretty child, and some few of her things, 
which I did willingly give way to be saved with mine ; 
but there was no passing with any thing through the 
postern, the crowd was so great. The Duke of York 
come this day by the office, and spoke to us, and did 
ride with his guard up aud down the City to keep all 
quiet, he being now General, and having the care of alL 
This day, Mercer being not at home, but against her 
mistress's order gone to her mother's, and my wife 
going thither to speak with W. Hewer, beat her there, 
and was angry ; and her mother saying that she was 
not a 'prentice girl, to ask leave every time she goes 
abroad, my wife with good reason was angry; and, 
when she come home, did bid her be gone again. And 
so she went away, which troubled me, but yet less than 
it would, because of the condition we are in, in fear 
of coming in a little time to being less able to keep one 
in her quality. At night, lay down a little upon a quilt 
of W. Hewer's in the office, all my own things being 
packed up or gone ; and, after me, my poor wife did the 
like, we having fed upon the remains of yesterday's 
dinner, having no fire nor dishes, nor any opportunity 
of dressing any thing. 

4th. Up by break of day, to get away the remainder 
of my things ; which I did by a lighter at the Iron gate : 
and my hands so fiill, that it was the afternoon before 
we could get them all away. Sir W. Pen and I to the 
Tower Street, and there met the fire burning, three or 
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four doors beyond Mr. Howell's, whose goods, poor 
man, his trayes, and dishes, shovells, &c., were flung 
all along Tower Street in the kennels, and people 
working therewith from one end to the other ; the fire 
coming on in that narrow street, on both sides, with 
infinite fury. Sir W. Batten not knowing how to re- 
move his wine, did dig a pit in the garden, and laid it 
in there; and I took the opportunity of laying all the 
papers of my ofiSce that I could not otherwise dispose 
of. And in the evening Sir W. Pen and I did dig 
auother, and put our wine in it ; and I my parmazan 
cheese, as well as my wine and some other things. The 
Duke of York was at the office this day, at Sir W. Pen's ; 
but I happened not to be within. This afternoon, 
sitting melancholy with Sir W. Pen in our garden, and 
thinking of the certain burning of this office, without 
extraordinary means, I did propose for the sending up 
of all our workmen from the Woolwich and Deptford 
yards, none whereof yet appeared, and to write to Sir 
W. Coventry to have the Duke of York's permission to 
pull down houses, rather than lose this ofiice, which 
would much hinder the King's business. So Sir W. Pen 
went down this night, in order to the sending them up 
to-morrow morning; and I wrote to Sir W. Coventry 
about the business,* but received no answer. This 

^ The letter, among the Fepys MSS., was as follows: — 

Sir, — ^The fire is now very neere us, as well on Tower Streete 
as Fanchnrch Street side, and we little hope of our escape but by 
that remedy, to y^'want whereof we doe certainly owe y* loss of 
y* City, namely, y* pulling down of houses in y* way of y* fire. 
This way Sir W. Pen and myself have so far concluded upon 
y^ practising, that he is gone to Woolwich and Deptford to supply 
himself with men and necessarys in order to the doeing thereof; in 

f 2 



276 DIABY OP . [4th Sept 

nighty Mrs. Turner, who, poor woman, was removing 
her goods all this day, good goods, into the garden, and 
knows not how to dispose of them, and her husband 
supped with my wife and me at night, in the office, 
upon a shoulder of mutton from the cook's without any 
napkin, or any thing, in a sad manner, but were merry. 
Only now and then, walking into the garden, saw how 
horribly the sky looks, all on a fire in the night, was 
enough to put us out of our wits ; and, indeed, it was 
extremely dreadful, for it looks just as if it was at us, 
and the whole heaven on fire. I after supper walked 
in the dark down to Tower Street, and there saw it all 
on fire, at the Trinity House on that side, and the Dol- 
phin Tavern on this side, which was very near us ; and 
the fire with extraordinary vehemence. Now begins 
the practice of blowing up of houses in Tower Street, 
those next the Tower, which at first did frighten people 
more than any thing ; but it stopped the fire where it 
was done, it bringing down the houses to the ground in 
the same places they stood, and then it was easy to 
quench what little fire was in it, though it kindled no-: 
thing almost. W. Hewer this day went to see how his 
mother did, and comes late home, telling us how he hath 

case, at his returne, our condition be not bettered, and that he 
meets with bis R. H' approbation, which I have thus undertaken 
to learn of you. Pray please to let me have this night, at what- 
ever hour it is, what his R. H' directions are in this particular. 
Sir J. Minnes and Sir W. Batten having left us, we cannot add, 
though we are well assured of their, as well as all y® neighbour- 
hood*s concurrence. 

Y' obedient Serv"', 
Sir W. Coventry, S. P. 

Sept'. 4, 1666. 
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been forced to remove her to Islington, her house in 
Pye Comer being burned ; so that the fire is got so far 
that way, and to the Old Bayly, and was running down 
to Fleet Street ; and Paul's is burned, and all Cheap- 
side. I wrote to my father this night, but the post- 
house being burned, the letter could not go. 

5tL I lay down in the office again upon W. Hewer's 
quilt, being mighty weary, and sore in my feet with 
going till I was hardly able to stand. About two in 
the morning my wife calls me up, and tells me of new 
cryes of fire, it being come to Barking Church, which 
is the bottom of our lane.^ I up; and finding it so, 
resolved presently to take her away, and did, and took 
my gold, which was about <f 2350, W. Hewer and 
Jane down by Proundy's boat to Woolwich; but. 
Lord ! what a sad sight it was by moone-light, to see 
the whole City almost on fire, that you might see it as 
plain at Woolwich, as if you were by it. There, when 
I come, I find the gates shut, but no guard kept at all ; 
which troubled me, because of discourses now begun, 
that there is a plot in it, and that the French had done 
it I got the gates open, and to Mr. Shelden's, where 
I locked up my gold, and charged my wife and W. Hewer 
never to leave the room without one of them in it, night 
or day. So back again, by the way seeing my goods 
well in the lighters at Deptford, and watched well by 
people. Home, and whereas I expected to have seen 
our house on fire, it being now about seven o'clock, it 
was not. But to the fire, and there find greater hopes 
than I ex{>ected; for my confidence of finding our 
Office on fire was such, that I durst not ask any body 

^ Seethinge Lane. 
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how it was with us, till I come and saw it was not 
burned. But, going to the fire, I find, by the blowing 
up of houses, and the great help given hj the workmen 
out of the Bang's yards, sent up by Sir W. Pen, there 
is a good stop given to it, as well at Marke Lane end as 
ours; it having only burned the dyall of Barking 
Church, and part of the porch, and was there quenched. 
I up to the top of Barking steeple, and there saw the 
saddest sight of desolation that I ever saw ; every where 
great fires, oyle-cellars, and brimstone, and other things 
burning. I became afraid to stay there long, and 
therefore down again as fast as I could, the fire being 
spread as far as I could see it ; and to Sir W. Pen's, and 
there eat a piece of cold meat, having eaten ^ nothing 
since Sunday, but the remains of Simday's dinner. 
Sere I met with Mr. Young and Whistler ; and, having 
removed all my things, and received good hopes that 
the fire at our end is stopped, they and I walked into 
the town, and find Fenchurch Street, Grracious Street5 
and Lumbard Street all in dust. The Exchange a sad 
sight, nothing standing there, of all, the statues or 
pillars, but Sir Thomas Gresham's picture in the comer. 
Into Moore-fields, our feet ready to bum, walking 
through the town among the hot coles, and find that 
full of people, and poor wretches carrying their goods 
there, and every body keeping his goods together by 
themselves ; and a great blessing it is to them that it is 
fair weather for them to keep abroad night and day ; 
drunk there, and paid twopence for a plain penny loaf. 
Thence homeward, having passed through Cheapside^ 

' He forgot the shoulder of mutton from the cook's the day 
before. 
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and Newgate market, all burned; and seen Anthony 
Joyce's house in fire ; and took up, which I keep by 
me, a piece of glass of the Mercers' ohapel in the street, 
where much more was, so melted igid buckled^ with the 
heat of the fire like parchment. I also did see a poor 
oat taken out of a hole in 9k chimney, joyning to the 
wall of the Exchange, with the hair all burned off the 
body, and yet alive. So home at night, and find there 
good hopes of saving our office ; but great endeavours 
of watching all night, and having men ready; and so 
we lodged them in the office, and had drink and bread 
and cheese for them. And I lay down and slept a good 
night about midnight: though, when I rose, I heard 
that there had been a great alarme of French aud 
Dutch being risen, which proved nothing. But it is a 
strange thing to see how long this time did look since 
Sunday, having been always full of variety of actions, 
and little sleep, that it looked like a week or more, and 
I had forgot ahnost the day of the week. 

6th. Up about five o'clock, and met Mr. Ghiuden at 
the gate of the office, I intending to go out, as I used, 
every now and then, to-day, to see how the fire is, to 
call our men to Bishop's-gate, where no fire had yet 
been near, and there is now one broke out : which did 
give great groimds to people, and to me too, to think 
that there is some kind of plot in this, on which many 
by this time have been taken, and it hath been dan- 
gerous for any stranger to walk in the streets, but I 
went with the men, and we did put it out in a little 
time ; so that that was well again. It was pretty to 

^ Buckled,** t.e., bent; in which sense it is used by Shakespeare, 
Henry 17., Part IE., act i., scene 3. 
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&ee how hard the women did work in the cannells, 
sweeping of water; but then they would scold for 
drink^ and be as drunk as deyils. I saw good butts of 
sugar broke open in the street, and people gire and take 
handsAill out, and put into beer^ and drink it. And 
now all being pretty well, I took boat, and over to 
Southwarke, and took boat on the other side the 
bridge, and so to Westminster, thinking to shift my- 
self, bdng all in dirt firom top to bottom; but could 
not there find any place to buy a shirt or a pair of 
gloves, Westminster Hall being foil of people's goods, 
those in Westminster haying removed all their goods, 
and the Exchequer money put into vessels to carry to 
Nonsuch;^ but to the Swan, and there was trimmed: 
and then to White Hall, but saw nobody; and so 
home. A sad sight to see how the river looks: no 
houses nor church near it, to the Temple, where it 
stopped. At home, did go with Sir W. Batten, and our 
neighbour. Knightly, who, with one more, was the only 
man of any fiushion left in all the neighbourhood there- 
aboutS) they all removing their goods^ and leaving their 
houses to the mercy of the fire ; to Sir B. Ford's, and 
there dined in an earthen platter — a fined breast of 
mutton; a great many of us, but very merry, and 
indeed as good a meal, though as ugly a one, as ever I 
had in my life. Thence down to Deptford, and there 
with great satisfi^^tion landed all my goods at Sir 
G. Carteret's safe, and nothing missed I could see or 
hear. This being done to my great content^ I home, 
and to Sir W. Batten'si, and there, with ^ B. Ford, 
Mr. Knightly, and one Widiers, a professed lying 
' At wbkh boose the £zciieqiier]iad1)eenkept,diinii^tl^ 
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rogue, supped well, and mighty merry, and our fears 
over. From them to the office, and there slept with 
the office full of labourers, who talked, and slept, and 
walked all night long there. But strange it is to see 
Clothworkers' Hall on fire these three days and nights 
in one body of flame, it being the cellar full of oyle. 

7th. Up by five o'clock ; and, blessed be God I find 
all well; and by water to Pane's Wharfe. Walked 
thence, and saw all the towne burned, and a miserable 
sight of Paul's church, with all the roofs fallen, and the 
body of the quire fallen into St. Fayth's ; Paul's school 
also, Ludgate, and Fleet Street. My father's house, 
Imd the church, and a good part of the Temple the 
like. So to Creed's lodging, near the New Exchange, 
and there find him laid down upon a bed ; the house 
all unfurnished, there being fears of the fire's coming to 
them. There borrowed a shirt of him, and washed. 
To Sir W. Coventry at St. James's, who lay without 
curtains, having removed all his goods ; as the Eang at 
White Hall, and every body had done, and was doing. 
He hopes we shall have no public distractions upon 
this fire, which i8 what every body fears, because of the 
talk of the French having a hand in it. And it is a 
proper time for discontents; but all men's minds are 
full of care to protect themselves and save their goods ; 
the Militia is in arms every where. Our fleetes, he 
teUs me, hav, been m sigS one of another, and most 
unhappily by fowle weather were parted, to our great 
loss, as in reason they do conclude ; the Dutch being 
come out only to make a shew, and please their people ; 
but in very bad condition as to stores, victuals, and 
men. They are at Boulogne, and our fleet come to 
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St. EUen'fl. We have got nodmigy but hxve lost one 
ahipy but lie knows not what» Thence to the Swan, 
and there drank; and so homey and find all weD. My 
Lord Bronncker, at Sir W. Batten's, teDs ns theCrene* 
rall^ 18 sent for up, to come to adYise with the King 
about business at this junctor^ and to keep all qniet ; 
which is great honour to him, but I am sure is but 
a piece of dissimulation. So home, and did give orders 
for mj house to be made dean; and then down to 
Woolwich, and thare find all weDL Dined, and Mrs. 
MarUiam come to see my wife. This day our Mer- 
chants first met at Gresham CoU^e, which, by proda- 
mation, is to be their Exchange. Strange to hear what 
is bid for bouses all up and down here; a fiiend of Sr 
W. Rider's having ^150 for what he used to let for 
£40 per annniTL. Much dispute where the Custome 
House shall be; thereby the growth of the City again 
to be foreseen* My Liord Treasurer, they say, and 
others, would have it at the other end of the town. 
I home late to Sir W. Pen's, who did give me a bed, 
but without curtains or hangings, all being down. So 
here I went the first time into a naked bed, only my 
drawers on; and did sleep pretty well: but still both 
sleeping and waking had a fear of fire in my heart, that 
I took little rest. People do all the world over cry out 
of the simplicity of my Lord Mayor in generall ; and 
more particularly in this business of the fire, laying it 
all upon him. A prodamalion is come out for markets 
to be kept at Leadenhall and Mile-end Greene, and 
seyeral other places about the town ; and Tower Hill, 
and all churches to be set open to receive poor people. 

^ The Duke of Albemaik. 
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8tL I stopped with Sir G. Carteret to desire him to 
go with us^ and to enquire after money. But the first 
he cannot do, and the other as little, or says, *' when 
we can get any, or what shall we do for it ?" He, it 
seems, is employed in the correspondence between the 
City and the King every day, in settling of things. I 
find him full of trouble, to think how things will go. I 
left him, and to St. James's, where we met first at Sir 
W. Coventry's chamber, and there did what business 
we could, without any books. Our discourse, as every 
thing else, was conftised. The fleet is at Portsmouth, 
there staying a wind to carry them to the Downes, or 
towards Boulogne, where they say the Dutch fleet is 
gone, and stays. We concluded upon private meet- 
ings for a while, not having any money to satisfy any 
people that may come to us. I bought two eeles upon 
the Thames, cost me six shillings. Thence with Sir 
W. Batten to the Cock-pit, whither the Duke of Albe- 
marle is come. It seems the King holds him so neces- 
sary at this time, that he hath sent for him, and will 
keep him here. Indeed, his interest in the City, being 
acquainted, and his care in keeping things quiet, is 
reckoned that, wherein he wiU be very Berviceable. 
We to him : he is courted in appearance by every body. 
He is very kind to us ; and I perceive he lays by all 
business of the fleet at present, and minds the City, 
and is now hastening to Gresham College, to discourse 
with the Aldermen. Sir W. Batten and I home, 
where met my brother John, come to town to see how 
things are done with us, and then presently he with 
me to Gresham College; where infinity of people, 
partly through novelty to see the new place, and partly 
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to find out and hear what is become one man of another. 
I met with many people undone^ and more that have 
extraordinary great losses. People speaking their 
thoughts variously about the beginning of the fire, and 
the rebuilding of the City. Then to Sir W. Batten's, 
and took my brother with me, and there dined with a 
great company of neighbours, and much good discourse ; 
among others, of the low spirits of some rich men in the 
City, in sparing any encouragement to the poor people 
that wrought for the saving their houses. Among 
others. Alderman Starling, a very rich man, without 
children, the fire at next door to him in our lane, after 
our men had saved his house, did give 28. 6d. among 
thirty of them, and did quarrel with some that would 
remove the rubbish out of the way of the fire, saying 
that they come to steaL Sir W. Coventry told me of 
another this morning in Holbome, which he showed 
the King : that when it was ofiered to stop the fire 
near his house for such a reward that come but to 
28, 6d, a man, among the neighbours, he would give but 
ISd. Thence to Bednall Green by coach, my brother 
with me, and saw all well there, and fetched away my 
joumall-book, to enter for five days past. I was much 
frighted and kept awake in my bed, by some noise I 
heard a great while below stairs; and the boys not 
coming up to me when I knocked. It was by their 
discovery of some people stealing of some neighbours' 
wine that lay in vessels in the streets. So to sleep ; 
and all well all night. 

9th. (Sunday.) Up; and was trimmed, and sent 
my brother to Woolwich to my wife, to dine with her. 
I to church, where our Parson made a melancholy but 
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good sermon ; and many and most in the church cried» 
specially the women. The church mighty full ; but 
few of fashion^ and most strangers. I walked to Bed- 
nail Green, and there dined well, but a bad venison 
pasty, at Sir W. Rider's. Good people they are, and 
good discourse, and his daughter Middleton a fine 
woman, discreet. Thence home, and to church again, 
and there preached Dean Harding ; * but, methinks, a 
bad, poor sermon, though proper for the time; nor 
eloquent, in saying at this time that the City is reduced 
from a large folio to a decimo-tertio. So to my office, 
there to write down my journall, and take leave of my 
brother, whom I send back this afternoon, though 
raining, which it hath not done a good while before. 
But I had no room or convenience for him here till my 
house was fitted ; but I was very kind to him, and do 
take very well of him his journey. I did give him 
40«. for his pocket, and so, he being gone, and it presently 
raining, I was troubled for him, though it is good for 
the fyre. Anon to Sir W. Pen's to bed, and made my 
boy Tom to read me asleep. 

10th. All the morning clearing our cellars, and break- 
ing in pieces all my old lumber, to make room, and to 
prevent fire. And then to Sir W. Batten's, and dined ; 
and there hear that Sir W. Rider says that the town is 
full of the report of the wealth that is in his house, and 
he would be glad that his friends would provide for the 
safety of their goods there. This made me get a cart ; 
and thither, and there brought my money all away. 
Took a hackney-coach myself, the hackney-coaches now 
standing at AUgate. Much wealth indeed there is at 
^ Nathaniel Hardy, Dean of Rochester. 
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his house. Blessed be God I I got all mine well thence, 
and lodged it in my office ; but vexed to have all the 
world see it, and with Sir W. Batten, who would 
have taken away my hands before they were stowed. 
But by and by comes brother Baity from sea, which I 
was glad of; and so got him and Mr. Tooker, and the 
boy, to watch with them all in the office all night, while 
I went down to my ^e to Woolwich. 

11th. By water, with my gold, and laid it with the 
rest in my office. In the evening at Sir W. Pen's, at 
supper: he in a mad, ridiculous, drunken humour; 
and it seems there have been some late distances be- 
tween his lady and him, as my wife tells me. After 
supper, I home, and with Mr. Hater, Gibson,* and 
Tom alone, got all my chests and money into the fur- 
ther cellar with much pains, but great content to me 
when done. So very late and weary to bed. 

12tL Up, and with Sir W. Batten and Sh- W. Pen 
to St. James's by water, and there did our usual busi- 
ness with the Duke of York. 

13th. Up, and down to Tower Wharfe ; and there, 
with Baity and labourers from Deptford, did get my 
goods housed well at home. So down to Deptford 
again, to fetch the rest, and there eat a bit of dinner at 
the Globe, with the master of the Bezan with me, 
while the labourers went to dinner. Here I hear that 
this poor town do bury still of the plague seven or 
eight in a day. So to Sir G. Carteret's to work, and 
there did, to my content, ship off in the Bezan all the 
rest of my goods, saving my pictures and fine things, 
that I will bring home in wherrys, when the house is 
* Probably Clerk of the Cheque at Deptford in 1688. 
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fit to receive them: and so home, and unload them hj 
carts and hands before night, to my exceeding satisfac- 
tion : and so, after supper, to bed in my house, the first 
time I have lain there; and lay with my wife in my old 
closet upon the ground, and Baity and his wife in the 
best chamber, upon the ground also. 

14th. Up, and to work, having carpenters come to 
help in setting up bedsteads and hangings ; and at that 
trade my people and I all the morning, till pressed by 
publick business to leave them against my will in the 
afternoon : and yet I was troubled in being at home, 
to see all my goods lie up and down the house in a bad 
condition; and, strange workmen, going to and fro, 
might take what they would almost. All the afternoon 
busy ; and Sir W. Coventry come to me, and found 
me, as God would have it, in my oflice, and people 
about me setting my papers to rights ; and there dis- 
coursed about getting an account ready against the 
Parliament, and thereby did create me infinity of busi- 
ness, and to be done on a sudden ; which troubled me : 
but, however, he being gone, I about it late, and to 
good purpose. And so home, having this day, abo, got 
my wine out of the ground again, and set it in my 
cellar; but with great pain to keep the porters that 
carried it in from observing the money-chests there. 
This day poor Tom Pepys, the turner, was with me, 
and Kate Joyce, to bespeak places — one for himself, 
the other for her husband : she tells me he hath lost 
£l4iO per annum, but have seven houses left. 

15th. Captain Cocke says he hath computed that the 
rents of the houses lost this fire in the City comes to 
^600,000 per annum ; that this will make the Par- 
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liament more quiet than otherwise they would have 
been, and give the King a more ready supply; that 
the supply must be by excise, as it is in Holland ; that 
the Parliament will see it necessary to carry on the 
war; that the late storm hindered our beating the 
Dutch fleet, who were gone out only to satisfy the 
people, having no business to do but to avoid us ; that 
the French, as late in the year as it is, are coming ; 
that the Dutch are really in bad condition, but that 
this unhappiness of ours do give them heart : that there 
was a late difference between my Lord Arlington and 
Sir W. Coventry about neglect in the latter to send 
away an express of the other's in time ; that it come 
before the King, and the Duke of York concerned 
himself in it ; but this fire hath stopped it. The Dutch 
fleet is not gone home, but rather to the North, and so 
dangerous to our Gottenburgh fleet. That the Parlia- 
ment is likely to fall foul upon some persons ; and, among 
others, on the Vice-chamberlaine;^ though, we both 
believe, with little ground. That certainly never so 
great a loss as this was borne so well by citizens in the 
world; he believing that not one merchant upon the 
'Change will break upon it. That he do not apprehend 
there will be any disturbances in State upon it ; for 
that all men are busy in looking after their own busi- 
ness to save themselves. He gone, I to finish my 
letters, and home to bed : and find, to my infinite joy, 
many rooms clean : and myself and wife lie in our own 
chamber again. But much terrified in the nights now- 
a-days with dreams of fire, and falling down of houses. 
16th. At noon with my wife, against her will, all 

^ Sir G. Carteret, 
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undressed and dirty, dined at Sir W. Pen's, where was 
all the company of our families in town : but. Lord I so 
sorry a dinner — ^venison baked in pans, that the dinner I 
have had for his lady alone hath been worth four of it. 

17th. Up betimes, and shaved myself after a week's 
growth: but. Lord I how ugly I was yesterday, and 
how fine to-day ! By water, seeing the City all the 
way — a sad sight indeed, much fire being still in. Sir 
W. Coventry was in great pain lest the French fleet 
should be passed by our fleet, who had notice of them 
on Saturday, and were preparing to go meet them ; but 
their minds altered, and judged them merchant-men ; 
when, the same day, the Success, Captain Ball, made 
their whole fleet, and come to Brighthelmstone, and 
thence at five o'clock afternoon, Saturday, wrote Sir 
W. Coventry news thereof; so that we do much fear 
our missing them. Here come in and talked with him 
Sir Thomas Clifford,* who appears a very fine gentleman, 
and much set by at Court for his activity in going to sea, 
and stoutness every where, and stirring up and down. 

18th. It was a sad rainy and tempestuous night. I 
did my business in the afternoon, in forwarding the 
settling of my house, very welL Troubled at my wife's 
hair coming off* so mucL This day the Parliament met, 
and adjourned till Friday, when the King will be with 
them. 

19th. To St. James's, and did our usual business 

' Eldest son of Hugh CliflTorci, of Ugbrooke, M.R for Totness, 
1661, and knighted for his conduct in the sea-fight of 1665. After 
filling several high offices, he was, in 1672, created Baron Clifford, 
of Chudleigh, and constituted High Treasurer; which place he 
resigned the following year, a few months before his death. 

VOL. III. U 
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before the Duke of York; which Bignified little^ our 
business being only complaints of lack of money. Here 
I saw a bastard of the late King of Sweden's come to 
kiss Im hands ; a mighty modish, French-like gentle- 
maiL Thence to White Hall, with Sir W. Batten and 
Sir W. Pen,' to Wilkes's : and there did hear many stories 
of Sir Henry Wood,* about Lord Norwich drawing a 
tooth at a healtL Another time, he, and Pinchbacke, 
and Dr. Goffe,^ now a religious man, Pinchbacke did 
begin a &olick to drink out of a glass with a toad in it : 
he did it without harm. Goffe, who knew sacke would 
kill the toad, called for sack ; and, when he saw it 
dead, says he, *^ I will have a quick toad, and will not 
drink from a dead toad." By that means, no other 
being to be found, he escaped the health. To Deptford, 
and got all my pictures put into wherries, and my other 
fine things, and landed them all very well, and brought 
them home, and got Symson to set them all up to-night. 
I and the boy to finish and set up my books and every- 
thing eke in my house tiU two in the morning, and then 
to bed ; but mightily troubled, even in my sleep, by miss- 
ing four or five of my biggest books. Speed's Chronicle 
and Maps, and the two parts of Waggoner,' and a book 
of cards. Two little pictures of sea and ships, and a 
little gilt frame belonging to my plate of the River, I 
want; but my books do heartily trouble me. Most of 
my gilt frames are hurt. This day I put on two shirts, 

^ Clerk of the Spicery to Charles I. ; and, after the Restoration, 
Clerk to the Board of Green Cloth. 

' Dr. Stephen Gofie, Clerk of the Queen's Closet, and her 
Assistant Confessor. 

^ Apparently Waghenaer's Speculum Nauticum, 
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the first time this year, and do grow well upon it ; so 
that my disease is nothing but wind 

20th. The fleet is come into the Downes. Nothing 
done, nor French fleet seen : we drove all from our 
anchors. But Sir Gr. Carteret says news is come that 
De Ruyter is dead, or very near it, of a hurt in his 
mouth, upon the discharge of one of his own guns; 
which put him into a fever, and he likely to die, if not 
already dead. In the afternoon, out by coach, my wife 
with me through all the ruins, to show her them, which 
firets her much, and it is a sad sight, indeed. To the 
office, to even my journal, and then home. 

21st. W. Hewer tells me that Sir W. Pen hath a 
hamper more than his own, which he took for a hamper 
of bottles of wine, but they were carried into a wine- 
cellar. I sent for Harry, and he brought me, by and 
by, my hamper, to my great joy, with the same books 
I missed, and three more great ones, and I did give him 
58. for his pains. The Parliament meet to-day, and the 
King to be with them. At the office, about our accoimts, 
which now draw near the time they should be ready, 
the House having ordered Sir G. Carteret, upon his 
ordering them, to bring them in on Saturday next. 
Home, and there, with great pleasure, very late new set- 
tmg all my books ; and now I am in as good condition 
as I desire to be in all worldly respects. The Lord of 
Heaven make me thankful, and continue me therein I 

22nd. My house is so clean as I never saw it, or any 
other house, in my life, and every thing in as good con- 
dition as ever before the fire; but with about o£^20 
cost, one way or other, besides about <£'20 charge, in 
removing my goods, and do not find that I have lost 

u2 
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anything but two little pictures of ishipe and sea^ and 
a little gold firame for one of my sea-cards. My glazier, 
indeed, is so full of work, that I cannot get him to 
come to perfect my house. In the aftenioon I paid for 
the two lighters that carried my goods to Deptford, and 
they cost me £8. 

23d. Mr. Wayth and I by water to White Hall, 
and there at Sir G. Carteret's lodgings Sir TT. 
Coventry met, and we did debate the whole business 
of our accounts to the Parliament; where it appears to 
us that the charge of the war from September 1st, 1664, 
to this Michaelmas, will have been but «£ 3,200,000; 
and we have paid, in that time, somewhat about 
<£2,200,000 ; so that we owe above «f 900,000 : but our 
method of accounting, though it cannot, I believe, be 
far wide fix)m the mark, yet will not abide a strict 
examination if the Parliament should be troublesome. 
Here happened a pretty question of Sir W. Coventry, 
whether this account of ours will not put my Lord 
Treasurer to a difficulty to tell what is become of all the 
money the Parliament have given in this time for the war, 
which hath amounted to about <£4,000,000, which no- 
body there could answer ; but I perceive they did doubt 
what his answer could be. My wife and I for pleasure 
to Fox-^hall, and there eat and drank, and so back home. 

24th. Up, and down to look for Sir W. Coventry ; 
and at last found him and Sir G. Carteret with the 
Lord Treasurer at White Hall, consulting how to make 
up my Lord Treasurer's general account, as well as 
that of the Navy particularly. Found that Sir G. 
Carteret had altered his account since he did give me 
the abstract of it : so all my letter must be writ over 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPTS. 298 

again. So to Sir G. Carteret^ to speak a little about 
the alteration; and there, looking over the book Sir 
G. Carteret intends to deliver to the Parliament of his 
payments since September Ist, 1664, 1 find my name 
the very second for flags, which I had bought for the 
Navy, of calico, once, about 500 and odd pounds, 
which vexed me mightily. At last, I concluded of 
scraping out my name, and putting in Mr. Tooker's, 
which eased me ; though the price was such as I should 
have had glory by. Here I saw my Lady Carteret 
lately come to town, who, good lady ! is mighty kind, 
and I must make much of her. 

25th. With all my people to get the letter writ over 
about the Navy's accounts ; and by coach to my Lord 
Brouncker's, and got his hand to it ; and then to the 
Parliament House, and got it signed by the rest, and 
then delivered it at the House-door to Sir Philip 
Warwick ; Sir G. Carteret being gone into the House 
with his book of accounts under his arme, to present to 
the House. With Ned Pickering, who continues still 
a lying, bragging coxcomb, teUing me that my Lord 
Sandwich may thank himself for all his misfortune ; 
for not suffering him and two or three good honest 
fellows more to take them by the throats that spoke ill 
of him, and told me how basely Lionell Walden hath 
carried himself towards my Lord, by speaking slightly of 
him, which I shall remember. AH night still mightily 
troubled in my sleep, with fire and houses pulling down. 

26th. By coach home, calling at Bennet's, oin* late 
mercer, who is come into Covent Garden to a fine 
house, looking down upon the Exchange ; and I per- 
ceive many Londoners every day come; and Mr. 
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Pierce hath let his wife's closet, and the little blind 
bedchamber, and a garret, to a silk-man for £50 fine, 
and <f 30 per annmn, and <f 40 per annum more for 
dieting the master and two prentices. By Mr. Dugdale* 
I hear the great loss of books in St. Paul's Church- 
yard, and at their Hall also, which they value at about 
«P1 50,000; some booksellers being wholly imdone, and 
among others, they say, my poor Kirton. And Mr. 
Cnmilum, all his books and household stuff burned s 
they trusting to St. Fayth's, and, the roof of the church 
falling, broke the arch down into the lower church, and 
so aU the goods burned. A very great loss. His 
father^ hath lost above dfi^lOOO in books; one book 
newly printed, a Discourse, it seems, of Courts. Here 
I had the hap to see my Lady Denham : and at night 
went into the dining-room, and saw several fine ladies ; 
among others, Castlemain^, but chiefly Denham again : 
and the Duke of York, taking her aside and talking to 
her in the sight of all the world, all alone ; which was 
strange, and what I also did not like. Here I met with 
good Mr. Evelyn, who cries out against it, and calls 
it bickering: for the Duke of York talks a little to 
her, and then she goes away, and then he follows her 
again like a dog. He observes that none of the nobility 
come out of the country at all, to help the King, or 
comfort him, or prevent commotions at this fire, but 
do as if the King were nobody : nor ne'er a priest comes 

^ John Dugdale, chief gentleman of the chamher to Lord Chan- 
cellor Clarendon, and afterwards Windsor Herald. He died in 1700. 

* William Dugdale, then Norroy Herald, knighted in 1676-7, 
and made Garter King-at-Arms. The work alluded to was the 
Origines Juridiciales, 
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to ^ye the King and Court good council^ or to comfort 
the poor people that suffer ; but all is dead^ nothing of 
good in any of their minds : he bemoans it, and says 
he fears more ruin hangs over our heads. My wife 
tells me she hath bought a gown of 15^. per yard; the 
same, before her face, my Lady Castlemaine this day 
bought also, which I seemed vexed for, though I do not 
grudge it her, but to incline her to have Mercer again. 
Our business was tendered to the House to-day, and a 
Committee of the whole House chosen to examine our 
accounts, and a great maay Hotspurs enquiring into it. 
Sir W. Pen proposes his and my looking out into Scot- 
land about timber, aiid to use Pett there ; for timber will 
be a good commodity this time of building the City. 
Our fleet abroad, and the Dutch too, for all we know — 
the weather very bad, and under the command of an un- 
lucky man, I fear. God bless him, and the fleet under him ! 
27th. Avery furious blowing night all the night; 
and my mind still mightily perplexed with dreams, and 
burning the rest of the town; and waking in much 
pain for the fleet. I to look out Penny, my tailor, to 
speak for a cloak and cassock for my brother, who is 
commg to town: and I wiU have him in a canonical 
dress, that he may be the fitter to go abroad with me. 
To Sir W. Coventry's, and there dined with him and 
Sir W. Batten, the Lieutenant of the Tower, and 
Mr. Thin, a pretty gentleman, going to Gotten- 
burgh. No news of the fleet yet, but that they went 
by Dover on the 25th towards the Gun-fleet: but 
whether the Dutch be yet abroad or no, we hear not. 
De Ruyter is not dead, but like to do well Most think 
that the gross of the French fleet are gone home again. 
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28th. Comes the bookbinder to gild the backs of my 
books. Sir W. Pen broke to me a proposition of his 
and my joining in a design of fetching timber and deals 
from Scotland^ by the help of Mr. Pett upon the place : 
which, while Liondon is building, will yield good money. 
I approve it. 

29tL SirW. Coventry and I find, to our great joy, that 
the wages, victuals, wear and tear, cast by the medium 
of the men, will come to above 3,000,000 ; and that 
the extraordinaries, which all the world will allow us, 
will arise to more than will justify the expence we have 
declared to have been at since the war ; viz. ^320,000. 

30th. (Lord's-day.) Up, and to church, where I have 
not been a good while : and there the church infinitely 
thronged with strangers, since the fire come into our 
parish ; but not one handsome face in all of them, as if, 
indeed, there was a curse, as Bishop Fuller heretofore 
said, upon our parish. Here I saw Mercer come into 
the Church, but she avoided looking up. Home, and 
a good dinner ; and then to have my hair cut against 
winter close to my head, and then to Church again. A 
sorry sermon, and away home. This month ends with 
m/^M Ml of uJ^ »d co»»mm«t how th» 
oL will Bpeed wia. ^ P.H»».eo, whloh begi™ .„ 
be mighty severe in the examinmg our accounts, and 
the expence of the Navy this war. 

October 1st. All the morning at the ofiSce, getting 
the list of all the ships and vessels employed since the 
war, for the Committee of Parliament. 

2d. Sir G. Carteret tells me how our lists are re- 
ferred to a Sub-committee to consider and examine, and 
that I am ordered to be there. With Mr. Slingsby, of 
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the Tower, who did infonn me mightUy In several 
tlungs — among others, that the heightening or lowering 
of money is only a cheat, and do good to some par* 
ticnkr men, which, if I can but remember how, I am 
now by him fully convinced of. Into the Committee- 
chamber before the Committee sat, and there heard 
Birch discourse highly and understandingly about the 
Navy business, and a proposal made heretofore to form 
the Navy ; but Sir W. Coventry did abundantly an- 
swer him, and is a most excellent person. By and by, 
the Committee met, and appointed me to attend them 
to-morrow, to examine our lists. This put me into a 
mighty fear and trouble — ^they doing it in a very ill- 
humour, methought. When come home, I to Sir W. 
Pen's, to his boy, for my book, and there find he hath 
it not ; but delivered it to the door-keeper of the Com- 
mittee for me. This, added to my former disquiet, 
made me stark mad, considering all the nakedness of 
the office lay open, in papers within those covers. But, 
coming to our rendezvous at the Swan tavern, in King 
Street, I found they have found the housekeeper, and 
the book simply locked up in the Court. 

3rd. Waked betimes, mightily troubled in mind, and 
in the most true trouble that I ever was in my life> 
saving in the business last year of the East India prizes. 
So up ; and, by and by, by eight o'clock comes Birch 
the first, with the list and books of accounts delivered 
in. He calls me to work, and there he and I begun ; 
V hen, by and by, comes Garraway, the first time I ever 
saw him, and Sir W. Thompson, and Mr. Boscawen^ 
They to it, and I did make shift to answer them better 
than I expected. Sir W. Batten, Lord Brouncker, 
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aad W. Pen, oaiae ib, but presently went oat : and 
J. Minnes come in, and said two or three words from 
the purpose but to do hurt ; and so away he went also, 
and left me all the morning with them alone to stand 
or falL After dinner to work again, only the Coco- 
mittee and I, till dark night ; and it ended with good 
peace and much seeming satis£Eu;tion ; but I find them 
wise and reserved, and instructed to hit all our blots. 
To White Hall, and there, among the ladies, and saw 
my Lady Castlemaine never looked so ill, nor Mrs. 
Stewart neither, as in this plain natural dress. I was 
not pleased with either of them. Find my father and 
my brother come to town — ^my father, without my ex- 
pectation, but glad I am to see hinou Home, to set up 
all my folio books, which are come home gilt on the 
backs, very handsome to the eye. This night, W. Pen 
told me W. Batten swears he will have nothing to do 
with the Privateer, if his son do not go Lieutenant, 
which angers me and him ; but we will be even with 
him, one way or other. 

4th. Up, and mighty betimes to Sir W. Coventry, to 
give him an account of yesterday's work, which do give 
him good content. He did then tell me his speed lately 
to the House in his own vindication about the report of 
his selling of places, he having a small occasion offered 
him by chance ; which he did desire, and took, and did 
it 16 his content, and, he says, to the House's seeming 
to approve of it, by their hum. He confessed how long 
he had done it, and how he desired to have something 
else : and, since then, he had taken nothing, and chal- 
lenged all the world. To Sir G. Carteret, and 
there discoursed much of the want of money, and our 
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;signed for destruction. How the Elng lisUi 
IS power, by submitting himself to this way of 
.mining his accounts, and is become but as a private 
^an. He says the King is troubled at it, but they 
talk an entry' shall be made; that it is not to be 
brought into example ; that the Kii^ must, if they do 
not agree presently, make them a courageous speech, 
which, he says, he may do, the City of London being 
now burned, and himself master of an army, better 
than any prince before him. After dinner the book- 
binder come, and I sent by him some more books to 
gild. 

5th. The Sub-committee have made their report to 
the Grand Committee, and in pretty kind terms. Cap- 
tain Cocke told me of a wild motion made in the House 
of Lords by the Duke of Buckingham, for all men that 
have cheated the King to be declared traitors and felons ; 
and that my Lord Sandwich was named. This had 
put me into great pain : so the Yice-Chamberlain, who 
had heard nothing of it, having been all day in the 
city, away with me to White Hall ; and there told me 
that, upon my Lord Ashly's asking their direction whe- 
ther, being a peer, he should bring in his accounts to 
the Commons, which they did give way to, the Duke 
of Buckingham did move that, for the time to come, 
what I have written above might be declared by some 
fuller law than heretofore. Lord Ashly answered, that 
it was not the fault of present laws, but want of proper 
[ones] ; and the Lord Chancellor said, that a better law 
he thought might be made : so, the House laughing, did 
refer it to him to bring in a bill for that purpose. 

^ In the Joumab of the House of Commons. 
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Mr. Kirton's kinsman, my bookseller, come in my way ; 
and so I am told by him that Mr. Kirton is utterly 
undone, and made 2 or ,f 3,000 worse than nothing, 
from being worth 7 or j6?8,000. That the goods laid 
in the Church-yard fired through the windows those 
in St. Fayth's church ; and those coming to the ware- 
houses' doors fired them, and burned all the books and 
pillars of the church, so as the roof, falling down, broke 
quite down ; which it did not do in the other places of 
the church, which is alike pillared, which I knew not 
before ; but, being not burned, they stood stilL He 
do believe there is above of 150,000 of books burned; 
all the great booksellers almost undone : not only these, 
but their warehouses at their Hall and under Christ- 
church, and elsewhere, being all burned. A great want 
therefore there will be of books, specially Latin books 
and foreign books ; and, among others, the Polyglottes* 
and new Bible, which he believes wiU be presently 
worth £4iO a-piece. 

6th. Up, and, having seen my brother in his cassocke, 
which I am not the most satisfied in, being doubtfiill at 
this time what courses to have him profess too soon ; 
Sir W. Coventry and I discoursed of our sad condition 
by want of a Comptroller :* and it was his words, that 
he believes, besides all the shame and trouble he hath 
brought on the office, the King had better have given 
<f 100,000 than ever have had him there. He did dis- 
course about some of these discontented Parliament-men, 
and says that Birch is a false rogue : but that Garraway 
is a man that hath not been well used by the Court, 

* Bishop Walton's great work, printed a few years before. 
^ Sir JohnMinnes performing the duties inefficiently. 
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though very stout to death, and hath suffered all that 
is possible for the King from the beginning. But, 
discontented as he is, yet he never knew a Session of 
Parliament but that he hath done some good deed for 
the King before it rose. I told him the passage Cocke 
told me of — ^his having begged a brace of bucks of the 
Lord Arlington for him : and, when it come to him, he 
sent it back again. Sir W. Coventry told me, it is 
much to be pitied that the King should lose the service 
of a man so able and faithful: and that he ought to be 
brought over, but that it is always observed, that, by 
bringing over one discontented man, you raise up three 
in his room: which is a state lesson I never knew 
before- But, when others discover your fear, and that 
discontent procures fear, they will be discontented too, 
and impose on you. This morning my wife told me of 
a fine gentlewoman my Lady Pen tells her of, for d£^20 
per annum, that sings, dances, plays on four or five 
instruments, and many other fine things, which pleases 
me mightily : and she sent to have her see her, which 
she did this afternoon, but sings basely, and is a tawdry 
wench that would take £S — ^but [neither] my wife nor 
I think her fit to come. 

7tL To White Hall, where met by Sir W. Batten 
and Lord Brounoker, to attend the King and Duke of 
York at the Cabinet ; but nobody had determined what 
to speak of, but only in general to ask for money. So 
I was forced immediately to prepare in my mind a 
method of discoursing. And anon we were called in to 
the Green Boom, where the King, Duke of York, 
Prince Rupert, Lord Chancellor, Lord Treasurer, Duke 
of Albemarle, Sijrs G, Carteret, W. Coventry, Morrice. 
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Nobody bediming, I did, and made a current, and, I 
thought, a good speech, layii^ open the ill state of the 
Nayj : by the greatness of the debt ; greatness of the 
work to do against next year ; the time and materials 
it would take ; and our incapacity, through a total want 
of money, I had no sooner done, but Prince Rupert 
rose up, and told the King, in a heat, that whatever the 
gentleman had said, he had brought home his fleet in as 
good a condition as ever any fleet was brought home ; 
that twenty boats would be as many as the fleet would 
want : and all the anchors and cables left in the storm 
might be taken up again. This arose from my saying, 
among other things we had to do, that the fleet was 
come in, — ^the greatest fleet that ever his Majesty had 
yet together, and that in as bad condition as the enemy 
or weather could put it; and, to use Sir W. Pen's 
words, who is upon the place taking a survey, he dreads 
the reports he is to receive from the Surveyors of its 
defects, I therefore did only answer, that I was sorry 
for his Highness's oflence, but that what I said was but 
the report we received from those entrusted in the fleet 
to inform us. He muttered and repeated what he had 
said ; and so, after a long silence on all hands, nobody, 
not so much as the Duke of Albemarle, seconding the 
Prince, nor taking notice of what he said, we withdrew. 
I was not a little troubled at this passage, and the more 
when speaking with Jacke Fenn about it, he told me 
that the Prince will be asking who this Pepys is, and 
find him to be a creature of my Lord Sandwich's, and 
therefore this was done only to disp&rage him. Anon 
they broke up, and Sir W. Coventry come out : so I 
asked his advice. He told me, he had said something 
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to salve it, which was, that his Highness had, he be- 
lieved, rightly informed the King, that the Fleet is 
come in good condition to have staid out yet longer, 
and have fought the enemy, but yet that Mr. Pepys his 
meaning might be that, though in so good condition, if 
they should come in and lie all the winter, we shall be 
very loth to send them to sea for another year's service 
without great repairs. He said it would be no hurt if I 
went to him, and showed him the report himself brought 
up from the fleet, where every ship, by the Command- 
er's report, do need more or less, and not to mention 
more of Sir W. Pen for doing him a mischief. So I 
said I would, but do not think that all this will redound 
to my hurt, because the truth of what I said will soon 
appear. Thence having been informed that, after all 
this pains, the King hath found out how to supply us with 
5 or 0^6,000, when <£^1 00,000 were at this time but 
absolutely necessary, and we mentioned dP50,000. This 
i8 every day a greater and greater omen of ruine. God 
fit US for it I I made my brother, in his cassocke, to 
say his grace this day, but I like his voice so ill, that I 
begin to be sorry he hath taken orders. 

8tL Towards noon, by water to Westminster Hall, 
and there, by several, hear that the Parliament do re- 
solve to do something to retrench Sir G. Carteret's 
great salary ; but cannot hear of any thing bad they 
can lay to his charge. The House did this day order 
to be engrossed the Bill against importing Irish cattle : 
a thing, it seems, carried on by the Western Parlia- 
ment-men, wholly against the sense of most of the rest 
of the House ; who think, if you do this, you give the 
Irish again cause to rebeL Mr. Pierce says, the Duke 
of York and Duke of Albemarle do not agree. The 
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Duke of York is wholly given up to his Ladj Denham* 
The Duke of Albemarle and Prince Rupert do less 
agree. The King hath yesterday, in Council, declared 
his resolution of setting a fashion for clothes, which he 
will never alter. It will be a vest, I know not well 
how ; but it is to teach the iiobility thrift, and will do 
good. By and by comes down &om the Committee Sir 
W. Coventry, and I find him troubled at several things 
happened this afternoon, which vexes me also; our 
businesses looking worse and worse, and our work 
growing on our hands. Time spending, and no money 
to set any thing in hand with ; the end thereof must be 
speedy ruin. The Dutch insult and have taken off 
Bruant's head, which they had not dared to do, though 
found guilty of the fault he did die for, of something of 
the Prince of Orange's faction, till just now, which 
speaks more confidence in our being worse than before. 
Alderman Maynell, I hear, is dead. Thence returned 
in the dark by coach all alone, full of thoughts of the 
consequences of this ill complexion of afiairs, and how 
to save the little I have, which, if I can do, I have 
cause to bless God that I am so well, and shall be well 
contented to retreat to Brampton, and spend the rest of 
my days there. So to my office, and finished my 
Journal, with resolutions, if God bless me, to apply 
myself soberly to settle all matters myself, and expect 
the event of all with comfort. 

9th. To the office, where we sat the first day since 
the fire, I think. Home, and my uncle Thomas was 
there, and dined with my brother and L 

10th. Fast-day for the fire. With Sir W. Batten, by 
water, to White Hall, and anon had a meeting before 
the Duke of York, where pretty to see how Sir 
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W. Batten^ that carried the surveys of all the fleet with 
him^ to show their ill condition to the Duke of York> 
when he found the Prince there, did not speak one 
word, though the meeting was of his asking, for nothing 
else ; and, when I asked him, he told me he knew the 
Prince too well to anger him, so that he was afraid to 
do it. Thence with him to Westminster, to the parish 
church,' where the Parliament-men; and Stillingileete 
in the pulpit So full, no standing there ; so he and 
I to eat herrings at the Dog Tavern; and then to 
church again, and there was Mr. Frampton in the pul-o 
pit, whom they cry up so much, a young man, and of a 
mighty ready tongue. I heard a little of his sermon, 
and liked it, but the crowd so great I could not stay. 
Captain Cocke, who is mighty conversant with Grarra- 
way and those people, tells me what they object as to 
the mal-administration of things as to money. But 
that they mean well and wiU do well ; but their reckon-^ 
ings are very good, and show great faults, as I will 
insert here. They say the King hath had towards this 
war expressly thus much : — ' 

KoyalAyde X2,450,000 

More 1.250,000 

Three months* tax given the King by a power of raising 

a month's tax of £70,000 every year for three years 0,210,000 
Customes, out of which the King did promise to pay 

£240,000, which, for two years, come to • , , 0,480,000 

Prizes, which they moderately reckon at ... . 0,300,000 

A debt declared by the Navy, by us 0,900,000 

5,590,000 
The whole charge of the Navy, as we state it for two 

years and a month, hath been but . . , . , 3,200,000 

So what has become of all this sum ? ' . £2,390,000 
^ St. Margaret's. ' The remainder of the receipts. 

TOL. III. X 
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He and I did bemoan our public condition. He tells 
me the Duke of Albemarle is under a cloudy and thej 
have a mind at Court to lay him aside. This I know 
not; but all tlungs are not right with him: and I am 
glad of it^ but sorry for the time. So home to supper, 
it being my wedding nighty but how many years I can- 
not tell ; but my wife says ten. 

lltL Memorandum, I had taken my Journall during 
the fire^ and the disorders following, in loose papers, 
until this very day, and could not get time to enter 
them in my book till January 18, in the morning, 
having maie my eyes sore b/frequent attempts tiS 
winter to do it. But now it is done : for which I thank 
God I and pray never the like occasion may happen. 

12th. Taking leave of my poor father, who is setting 
out this day for Brampton, in the Cambridge coach, he 
having taken a journey to see the city burned, and to 
bring my brother to town. To St. James's, and there,* 
from Sir W. Coventry, do hear how the House have 
eut us off <£150,000 of our wear and tear, for that which 
was saved by the King while the fleet lay in harbour in 
winter. However, he seems pleased, and so am I, that 
they have abated no more ; and do intend to allow of 
28,000 men for the next year; and this day have ap- 
pointed to declare the sum they will give the King, and 
to propose the way of raising it ; so that this is likely 
to be the great day. My wife come home, and hath 
brought her new girle I have helped her to, of Mr. 
Falconbridge's. She is wretched poor, and but ordi- 
nary favoured, and we fain to lay out seven or eight 
pounds worth of clothes upon her back, which, me- 
thinks, do go against my heart ; and do not think I can 
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ever esteem her as I could have done another, that had 
come fine and handsome ; and, which is more, her voice, 
for want of use, is so furred, that it do not at present 
please me ; but her manner of singing is such, that I 
shall, I think, take great pleasure in it. Well, she is 
come, and I wish us good fortune in her. Notice of a 
meeting of the Commissioners of Tangier to-morrow, 
and so I must have my accounts ready for them. 

13th. My accounts cost me till four o'clock in the 
morning, and, which was pretty to think, I was above an 
hour, after I had made all right, in casting up of about 
twenty stuns, being dozed with much work, and had for 
forty times together forgot to carry the 60 which I had 
in my mind, in one denomination which exceeded 60 : 
and this did confound me for above an hour together. 
To my Lord Bellassis, whom I find kind, but he had 
drawn some new proposal to deliver to the Lord's 
Commissioners to-day; wherein one was, that the gar- 
rison would not be well paid without some goldsmith's 
undertaking the paying of the bills of exchange for 
tallies. He professing so much kindness to me, and 
saying, that he would not be concerned in the garrison 
without me ; and that, if he continued in the employ- 
ment, no man should have to do with the money but 
myself, I did ask his Lordship's meaning of the propo-* 
sition in his paper. He told me, he had not much con-» 
sidered it, but that he meant no harm to me. I told 
him, I thought it would render me useless ; whereupon 
he did very frankly, after my seeming denials for a good 
while, cause it to be writ over again> and that clause 
left out, which did satisfy me abundantly. To White 
Hall, and there the Duke of York, who is gone over to all 

x2 
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his pleasures agfun, and leaves off care of business^ what 
with his woman^ my Lady Denham^ and his hunting 
three times a week^ was just come in £rom hunting. 
So I stood and saw him dress himself^ and try on his 
Test, which is the King's new fashion, and he will be 
in it for good and all on Monday next, and the whole 
Court : it is a fashion, the King says, he will never 
change. He being ready, he and my Lord Chancellor, 
and Duke of Albemarle, and Prince Bupert, Lord 
Bellassis, Sir H. Cholmly, Povy and myself, met at a 
Committee for Tangier. My Lord Bellassis's pro* 
positions were read and discoursed of, about reducing 
the garrison to less charge ; and, indeed, I am mad in. 
love with my Lord Chancellor, for he do comprehend 
and speak out well, and with the greatest easiness and 
authority that ever I saw man in my life. I did never 
observe how much easier a man do speak, when he 
knows aU the company to be below him, than in him r 
for, though he spoke, indeed, excellent well, yet his 
manner and freedom of doing it, as if he played with it, 
and was informing only all the rest of the company, 
was mighty pretty. He did call again and again upon 
Mr. Povy for his accounts. I did think fit to make the 
solemn tender of my accounts that I intended. I said 
something that was liked, touching the want of money, 
and the bad credit of our tallies. My Lord Chancellor 
moved, that, without any trouble to any of the rest of 
the Lords, I might alone attend the Eong, when he was 
with his private Council, and open the state of the 
garrisons want of credit : and all that could be done, 
should- .Most things moved were referred to Com- 
mittees, and so we broke up; and, at the end. Sir 
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W. Coventry come ; so I away with him, and he dis- 
coursed with me something of the Parliament's business. 
They have voted giving the King for the next year 
*ri6^1,800,000 ; which, were it not for his debts, were a 
great sum. He says he thinks the House may say no 
more to us for the present, but that we must mend our 
manners against the next trial, and mend them we will 
Sir J. Minnes most certainly must be removed, or made 
a Commissioner, and somebody else Comptroller. 

14th. To church, which was mighty full: and my 
beauties, Mrs. Lethulier* and fair Batelier, both there. 
A very foul morning, and rained. Sent for my cloak 
to go out of the church with. To Westminster Abbey. 
Here I met with Sir Stephen Fox, who told me how 
much right I had done myself, and how well it is repre- 
sented by the Committee to the House my readiness to 
^ve them satisfaction in every thing, when they were 
at the office. I was glad of this. He did further dis- 
course of Sir W. Coventry's great abilities, and how ne- 
cessary it were that I were of the House to assist him. 
I did not own it, but do myself think it were not unne- 
cessary, if either he should die, or be removed to the 
Lords, or any thing happen to hinder his doing the like 
service the next trial; which makes me think that it 
Were not a thing very unfit ; but I will not move in it. 

15 th. Colvill tells me of the viciousness of the Court : 
the contempt the King brings himself into thereby ; 
his minding nothing, but doing all things just as his 
people about him will have it I the Duke of York 

^ This lady, whose name has occurred before, was probably 
Anne, daughter of Sir William Hooker, and wife of John Le- 
thieuUier, afterwards Sheriff of London, in 1674, and knighted. 
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becoming a slave to this Lady Denham^ and wholly 
minds her. That there really were amours between the 
Duchesse and Sidney ; that there is reason to fear that^ 
as soon as the Parliament have raised this money^ the King 
will see that he hath got all that he can get, and then 
make up a peace ; that Sir W. Coventry is of the caball 
with the Duke of York, and Brouncker, with this Lady 
Denham ; which is a shame, and I am sorry for it, and 
that Sir W, Coventry do make her visits ; but yet I 
hope it is not so. Pierce tells me, that as little agree- 
ment as there is between the Prince and Duke of Albe- 
marle, yet they are likely to go to sea again; for the 
first will not be trusted alone, and nobody will go with 
him but this Duke of Albemarle. He tells me much 
how all the commanders of the fleet and officers that 
are sober men do cry out upon their bad discipline, 
and the mine that must follow if it continued. But that 
which I wonder most at — ^it seems their secretaries 
have been the most exorbitant in their fees to all sorts 
of the people, that it is not to be believed that they 
durst do it, so as it is believed they have got .£^800 
a-piece by the very vacancies in the fleet. He tells 
me that Lady Castlemaine is concluded to be with 
child again ; and that all the people about the King do 
make no scruple of saying that the King do intrigue 
with Mrs. Stewart, who, he says, is a most excellent 
natured lady. This day the King begins to put on his 
vest, and I did see several persons of the House of 
Lords and Commons too, great courtiers, who are in 
it ; being a long cassocke close to the body, of black 
cloth, and pinked with white silk under it, and a coat 
ov^r it, and the legs ruffled with black riband like % 
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pigeon's leg : and^ upon the whole, I wish the King 
may keep it, for it is a very fine imd handsome garment. 
I fear that Pen will be Comptroller, which I shall 
grudge a little. The Duke of Buckingham called Sir 
W. Coventry aside, and spoke a good while with him. 
I did presentlj fear it might be to discourse something 
of his design to blemish my Lord of Sandwich, in pur- 
suance of the wild motion he made the other day in the 
House. Sir W. Coventry, when he come to me again, 
told me that he had wrought a miracle, which was the 
conyincing the Duke of Buckingham that something, 
he did not name what, that he had intended to do was 
not fit to be done, and that the Duke is gone away of 
that opinion. By and by the House rose ; and then I, 
with Sir G. Carteret, and walked in the Exchequer 
Court. I observing to him how friendly Sir W. Coventry 
carried himself to him in these late inquiries, when, if 
he had borne him a spleen, he could have had what 
occasion he pleased ofiered him, he did confess he found 
the same thing, and would thank him for it. Away 
with himto his lodgings at White Hall to dinner, where 
my Lady Carteret is, and mighty kind, both of them, to 
me. Their son and my Lady Jemimah will be here 
very speedily. She tells me the ladies are to go into 
a new fashion shortly, and that is, to wear short coatd 
above their ancles ; which she and I do not like ; but 
conclude this long trayne to be mighty gracefuL But 
she cries out of the vices of the Court, and how they 
are going to set up plays already ; and how, the next day 
after the late great fast, the Duchesse of York did give 
the Bang and Queene a play. Nay, she told me that 
they have heretofore had plays at Court, the very 
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nights befo]!«e the fSeuit for the death of the late King, 
She do much crjr out upon these things, and that which 
she brieves will undo the whole nation ; and I fear so 
too. This day the great debate was in Parliament, the 
manner of raising the JE^ 1,800,000 they voted the King 
on Friday: and, at last, after many proposals, one 
moved that the chimney-money might be taken from 
the King, and an equal revenue of something else might 
be found for the King : and people be ei^oyned to buy 
off this tax of Chimney-money for ever at eight years' 
purchase, which wUl raise present money, as they think, 
jB1,600,000, and the State be eased of an ill burthen^ 
and the King be supplied of something as good or 
better for his use« The House seems to Uke this, and 
put off the debate to to-morrow. 

16th. To the o£Gice, where set to do little business^ 
but hear clamours for money. Hearing my brother 
play a little upon the Lyra viall, which he do so as to 
show that he hath a love to musique, and a spirit 
for it. 

17th.' To dinner alone with my brother, with whom 
I had now the first private talk I have had, and find he 
hath preached but twice in his life. I did give him 
some advice to study pronunciation, but I do fear he 
will never make a good speaker, nor, I fear, any general 
good scholar ; for I do not see that he minds optickes 
or mathematiques of any sort, nor anything else that 
I can find. I know not what he may be at divinity and 
ordinary school-learning. However, he seems sober^ 
and that pleases me. To White Hall, and there heard 
the Duke discourse, which he did mighty scurrilously, 
of the French, and with reason, that they should give 
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Beanfort* orders when he was to bring, and did bring 
his fleet hither, that his rendezvous for his fleet, and for 
aQ slu^s to come to, should be between Calais and 
Dover ; which did prove the taking of La Roche, who, 
among other slugs behind, did, by their instructions, 
make for that place, to rendezvous with the Fleet ; and 
Beaufort, seeing them as he was returning, took them 
for the English fleet, and wrote word to the King of 
France that he had passed by the English fleet, and 
the English fleet durst not meddle with him. The 
Court is all fiill of vests, only my Lord St. Albans not 
pinked, but plain black ; and they say the King says 
the pinking upon whites makes them look too much like 
magpies, and, therefore, hath bespoke one of plain velvet. 
18th. The waters so high in the roads, by the late 
rains, that our letters come not in till to-day. Towards 
Lovett's, in the way wondering at what a good pretty 
Wench our Barker makes, being now put into good 
clothes, and fashionable, at my charge ; but it becomes 
her so that I do not now think much of it, and is an 
example of the power of good clothes and dresa. To 
Lovett's house, where I stood godfather. But it was 
pretty, that, being a Protestant, a man stood by and 
was my Proxy to answer for me. A priest christened 
it, and the boy's name is SamueL The ceremonies 
many, and some foolish. The priest in a gentleman's 
dress, more than my own ; but is a Capuchin, one of 

* Francois de Vend6me, Due de Beaufort, well known in the 
annals of France, was bom in 1616, and in 1664 and 1665 commanded 
8 naval expedition against the African corsairs. The following 
year he had the charge of a fleet intended to act, in concert with 
the Dutch, against England, but which was merely sent out as a 
political demonstration. He was killed at the siege of Candia, in 1 669. 
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the Queen-mother's priests. He did give my proxy 
and the woman proxy, my Lady Bills,^ absent, had a 
proxy also, good advice to bring up the child ; and, at 
the end, that he ought never to marry the child nor 
the godmother, nor the godmother the child or th^ 
godfather : but, which is strange, they say the mother 
of the child and the godfather may marry. By and by 
the Lady Bills come in, a well-bred but crooked woman. 
The poor people of the house had good wine, and a 
good cake ; and she a pretty woman in her lying-in 
dress. It cost me near 40«. the whole christgwig : 
to midwife 205., nurse 10«., maid 2«. 6d,, and the coach 
58. The business of buying off the Chimney-money is 
passed in the House : and so the King to be satisfied 
some other way, and the King supplied with the money 
raised by this purchasing off of the chimnies. 

19th. To Povy's, who continues as much confounded 
in all his business as ever he was ; and would have had 
me paid money as like a fool as himself, which I troubled 
him in refusing, but I did persist in it. Sir Robert 
Viner told me a little of what, in going home, I had 
seen : also a little of the disorder and mutiny among 
the seamen at the Treasurer's office, which did trouble 
me, considering how many more seamen will come to 
town every day, and no money for them. A Par- 
liament sitting, and the Exchange close by, and an 
enemy to hear of, and laugh at it. Yiner, too, and 
Bakewell were sent for this afternoon; and was before 
the King and his cabinet about money. They de- 

^ Widow of Sir Thomas Pelham, who remarried John Bills, 
of Caen Wood, and retained the title derived from her first hus- 
band with the name of her second. 
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daring they would advance no more, it being discoursed 
of in the House of Parliament for the King to issue out 
his priyy-seals to them to command them to trust him, 
which gives them reason to decline trusting. We do 
not do the King any service, but rather abuse and be- 
tray his service by being here, and seeming to do some- 
thing while we do not. Sir G. Carteret asked me 
whether 50 or <f 60 would do us any good ; and when I 
told him the very women must have <f 200, he held up 
his eyes as if we had asked a million. The Duke of 
York did confess that he did not see how we could do 
anything without a present supply of jE^20,000, and so 
we broke up, and all parted. Nothing but distraction 
and confusion in the affairs of the Navy ; which makes 
me wish, with all my heart, that I were well and quietly 
settled, with what little I have got, at Brampton, where 
I might live peaceably, and study, and pray for the 
good of the King and my country. 

20th. Commissioner Middleton^ says, that the fleet 
was in such a condition as to discipline, as if the Devil 
had commanded it ; so much wickedness of all sorts. 
Enquiring how it come to pass that so many ships had 
miscarried this year, he tells me that he enquired : and 
the pilots do say, that they dare not do nor go but as 
the Captains will have them ; and, if they offer to do 
otherwise, the Captains swear they will run them 
through. He says that he heard Captain Digby,* my 
Lord of BristoU's son, a young fellow that never was 

^ Thomas Middleton, who had been made a Commissioner of the 
Navy in 1664. 

' Francis Digby, afterwards Colonel. He was killed in the sea- 
fight at Solebay. 
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but one year^ if that, in the fleet, say that he did hope 
he should not see a tarpawlin^ have the command of a 
ship within this twelve months. He observed, while 
he was on board the Admirall, when the fleet was at 
Portsmouth, that there was a faction there. Holmed 
commanded all on the Prince's side, and Sir Jeremy 
Smith on the Duke's ; and every body that come did 
apply themselves to one side or other ; and, when the 
Duke of Albemarle was gone away to come hither, then 
Sir Jeremy Smith did hang his head, and walked in 
the General's ship but like a private commander. He 
says he was on board the Prince, when the news come 
of the burning of London : and all the Prince said was^ 
that now Shipton's prophecy was out ;' and he heard a 
young commander presently swear, that a citizen's wife 
that would not take under half a piece before would 
be contented with half-a^^rowne : and made mighty 
sport of it. My Lord Chancellor, the other day, did 
ask Sir G. Carteret how it come to pass that his friend 
Fepys do so much magnify the bad condition of the 
fleet. Sir G. Carteret tells me that he answered him» 
{hat I was but the mouth of the rest, and spoke what 
they have dictated to me ; which did, as he says, pre- 
sently take off his displeasure. With Sir G. Carteret 
home to dinner, with him my lady, and Mr. Ashburnham, 
the Cofferer. They talk that the Queene hath a great 
mind to alter her fashion, and to have the feet seen ; 
which she loves mightily. I met with the King's 
declaracon about his proceedings with the King of 
Denmarke, and particularly the business of Bergen: 

^ Sailor. 

' ** Mother Shipton*8 Prophecies,** often printed. 
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but it is so well writ, that, if it be true, the King 
of Deninarke is one of the most absdiute wickedness 
in the world for a person of his quality. Met Mr. 
Poyy hj appointment, and he and I till late at night 
evening of all accounts between us; but that which 
troubles me most is, that I am to refund to the 
ignoble Lord Peterborough what he had given us six 
months ago, because we did not supply him with money. 
21st. To White Hall, and there attended the Cabinet, 
and was called in before the King, and then to give an 
account of our want of money for Tangier, and that 
which ia no welcome thing to be the solicitor for, and 
to see how like an image the King sat, and could not 
speak one word when I had delivered myself, was very 
strange : only my Lord Chancellor did ask me whether 
I thought it was in nature at this time to help us to 
anything. So I was referred to another meeting of the 
Lords Commissioners for Tangier and my Lord Trea- 
surer. Walking with Sir H. Chohnly long in the 
gallery, he told me, among many other things, how 
young Harry Killigrew is banished the Court lately for 
saying that my Lady Castlemaine was a little wanton 
when she was young. This she complained to the 
King of; and he sent to the Duke of York, whose 
servant he is, to turn him away. The Duke of York 
hath done it, but takes it ill of my Lady that he was not 
complained to first. She attended him to excuse it» 
but ill blood is made by it. Sif H. Cholmly tells me 
how Mr. Williamson stood in a little place to have 
come into the House of Conunons, and they would not 
choose him : they said, ** No courtier." And, which is 
worse, Bab May went down in great state to Win- 
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Chelsea with the Duke of York's letters^ not doubting 
to be chosen: and there the people chose a private 
gentleman in spite of him, and cried out they would 
have no Court pimp to be their burgesse : which are 
things that bode very ilL 

22nd. At the Temple Church, looking with pleasure 
on the monuments and epitaphs. 

23rd. Sir W. Batten told me Sir E. Ford would 
accept of one-third of my profit of our private man-of- 
war, and bear one-third of the charge, and be bound in 
the Admiralty, which I did like mightily of, and did 
draw up a writing as well as I could to that purpose* 
After dinner, down by water to Shadwell, to see Betty- 
Mitchell, the first time I was ever in their new dwell- 
ing, since the fire. 

24th. Holmes did last Sundav deliver in his articles 
to the King and Cabiaet against Smith, and Smith has 
given in his answer, and lays his not accompanying the 
fleet to his pilot, who would not undertake to carry the 
ship further ; which the pilot acknowledges. The thing 
is not accommodated, but only taken up, and both ades 
commanded to be quiet, but no peace like to be. The 
Duke of Albemarle is Smith's friend, and hath publickly 
swore that he would never go to sea again, unless 
Holmes's commission were taken from him. I find by 
Hayes* that they did expect great glory in coming 
home in so good condition as they did with the fleet ; 
and therefore I the less wonder that the Prince was 
distasted with my discourse the other day about the sad 
state of the fleet. But it pleases me to hear that he 
did expect great thanks, and lays the fault of the want 

» Prince Rupert's secretary. 
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of it upon the fire, which deadened every thing, and 
the glory of his services. Called my wife, and, it being 
moonshine, took her into the garden, and there layed 
open our condition as to our estate, and the danger of 
my having it all^ in the house at once, in case of any 
disorder or troubles in the State, and therefore resolved 
to remove part of it to Brampton, and part some 
whither else, and part in my own house, which is very 
necessary, and will tend to our safety, though I shall 
not think it safe out of my own sight. 

25th. To Mrs. Pierce's, where she was making her- 
self mighty fine to go to a great ball to-night at Court, 
bei^g the Queene's birthday ; so the ladies for this one 
day wear laces, but are to put them off again to-morrow. 
To Mrs. Williams's, where we met Knipp. I was glad 
to see the jade. Made her sing ; and she told us they 
begin at both houses to act on Monday next. But I 
fear, after aU this sorrow, their gains wiU be but Uttle. 
Mrs. "Williams says, the Duke's house will now be much 
the better of the two, Jbecause of their women ; which I 
was glad to hear. The House of Parliament makes 
mighty little haste in settling the money ; but they fall 
into faction, and libells have been found in the house. 
Among others, one yesterday, wherein they reckon up 
divers great simis to be given away by the King — • 
«f 10,000 to Sir W. Coventry, for weare and teare, the 
point he stood upon to advance that sum by, for them 
to give the King : Sir G. Carteret -£^50,000 for some- 
thing else — I think supemumerarys ; and so to Matt. 
Wren d&5000 for passing the Canary Company's patent ; 
and so a great many other sums to other persons. 

^ Le,, his money. 
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26tL Up, and all the moming within doors, b^^-< 
ning to set my accounts in order from before this fire, I 
being behind-hand with them ever since; and this daj 
I got most of my tradesmen to bring in their bills, and 
paid them. Nothing done in the House yet, as to 
finishing the bill for money, which is a mighty sad 
thing, all lying at stake for it. 

27th. Up, and there comes to see me my Lord Bel* 
lassis, which was a great honour. He tells me great 
neyr&y yet but what I suspected — ^that Yematty is fled^ 
and so hath cheated him, and twenty more, but most 
of all I doubt Mr. Povy. He tells me how the two 
Houses begin to be troublesome; the Lords to have 
quarrels one with another. My Lord Duke of Buck- 
ingham haying said to the Lord Chancellor, who is 
against the passing of the Bill for prohibiting the bring- 
ing over of Lish cattle, that whoever was against the 
Bill, was there led to it by an Lish interest, or an Lish 
understanding, which is as much as to say he is a fool ; 
this bred heat from my Lord Chancellor, and something 
he said did ofiend my Lord of Ossory, my Lord Duke of 
Ormond's son, and they two had hard words, upon which 
the latter sends a challenge to the former ; of which the 
former complains to the House, and so the business is 
to be heard on Monday next.^ Then, as to the Cojdt 

^ The proceedings on the 27th are not clearly stated. Acoord- 
mg to Clarendon, this Bill was urgently pressed forward in the 
House of Lords by the Duke of Buckingham. The debate be- 
came most disorderly, especially on the part of its promoters. On 
the Duke making the remark above quoted, Lord Ossory, not 
trusting himself with a reply in the House, challenged Bucking- 
ham privately. This the Duke endeavoured to avoid, and was 
found in a place not fixed for the meeting. On the following 
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mons : some ugly knives, like poignards, to stab people 
with, about two or three hundred of them were brought 
in yesterday to the House, found in one of the house's 
rubbish that was burned, and said to be the house of a 
Catholique. This and several letters out of the country, 
saying how high the Catholiques are every where, and 
bold in the owning their religion, have made the Com- 
mons mad, and they presently voted that the King be 
desired to put all Catholiques out of employment, and 
other high things ; while the business of money hangs 
in the hedge. Home to dinner, where Mrs. Pierce and 
her boy and Knipp, who sings as well, and is the best 
company in the world, dined with us, and infinite merry. 
The playhouses begin to play next week. Towards 
evening, I took them out to the New Exchange, and 
there my wife bought things, and I did give each of 
them a pair of jesimy plain gloves, and another of white. 
Here Knipp and I walked up and down to see hand* 
some faces, and did see severaL Then carried each of 
them home, and, with great pleasure and content, home 
myself. 

28th. Captain Guy to dine with me, and he and I 
much talk together. He cries out of the discipline of the 
fleet, and confesses really that the true English valour 
we talk of is almost spent and worn out^ few of the 
commanders doing what they should do, and he much 
fears we shall therefore be beaten the next year. He 
assures me we were beaten home the last June fight, 
and that the whole fleet was ashamed to hear of our 

morning, he informed the House of the affair. Clarendon regards 
the whole as a "gross shift" on the part of the Duke. Both 
parties were sent to the Tower. The Bill was subsequently passed. 

VOL. III. y' 
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bonfires. He commends Smithy and cries out of Holmes 
for an idle, proud, conceited, though stout fdlow. He 
tells me we are to owe the loss of so many ships on the 
sands, not to any fault of the pilots, but to the weather; 
but in this I have good authority to fear there was some- 
thing more. He says the Dutch do fight in very good 
order, and we in none at alL He says that in the July 
fight, both the Prince and Holmes had their belly-fiills, 
and were fain to go aside ; though, if the wind had con- 
tinued, we had utterly beaten them. He do confess 
the whole to be governed by a company of fools, and 
fears our mine. The Kevenge having her forecastle 
blown up with powder, to the killing of some men in 
the River, and the Dyamond's being overset in the 
careening at Sheemese, are further marks of the method 
all the King's work is now done in. The Foresight, 
also, and another come to disasters in the same place 
this week, in the cleaning; which is strange. 

29th. Up, and to the office to do business, and thither 
comes to me Sir Thomas Teddiman, and he and I walked 
a good while in the garden together, discoursing of the 
disorder and discipline of the fleet, wherein he told me 
how bad every thing is ; but was very wary in speaking 
any thing to the dishonour of the Prince or Duke of 
Albemarle, l^ut do magnify my Lord Sandwich much 
before them both, for ability to serve the King, and 
do heartily wish for him here; for he fears that we 
shall be undone the next year, but that he will, how- 
ever, see an end of it. To Westminster; and I find 
the new Lord Mayor Bolton* a-swearing at the Ex- 
chequer, with some of the Aldermen and Livery ; but, 
* Sir WilKam Bolton, Mercliant*Tailor. 
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Lord! to see how meanely they now look, who upon 
this day used to be all little lords, is a sad sight, 
and worthy consideration ; and every body did reflect 
with pity upon the poor City, to which they are now 
coming to choose and swear their Lord Mayor, com- 
pared with what it heretofore was. To my goldsmith, 
to bid him look out for some gold for me ; and he tells 
me that ginnys, which I bought 2000 of not long ago, 
and cost me but IS^d, change, will now cost me 22d.; 
and but very few to be had at any price. However, 
some more I will have, for they are very convenient, 
and of easy disposal To White Hall, and into the 
new playhouse there, the first time I ever was there, 
and the first play I have seen since before the great 
plague. By and by, Mr. Pierce comes, bringing my 
wife and his, and Knipp. By and by, the King and 
Queen, Duke and Duchesse, and all the great ladies of 
the Court ; which, indeed, was a fine sight. But the 
play being " Love in a Tub,"* a silly play, and though 
done by the Duke's people, yet having neither Better- 
ton nor his wife,^ and the whole thing done ill, and 
being ill also, I had no manner of pleasure in the play. 
Besides, the House, though very fine, yet bad for the 
voice, for hearing. The sight of the ladies, indeed, was 
exceeding noble ; and, above all, my Lady Pastlemaine. 
The play done by ten o'clock. 

30th. Mr. Hater staying most of the afternoon 
abroad, he come to me, poor man, to make excuse, and 
it was that he had been looking out for a little house 

* The Comical Revenge, or Love in a Tub, a Comedy, by Sir 
Greorge Etherege. 
' See note, vol. ii., p. 278. 

Y 2 
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for his family. His wife being much frightened in the 
comitry with the discourses of troubles and disorders 
like to be^ and therefore durst not be from him, he is 
forced to bring her to town. This is now the general 
apprehension of all people : particulars I do not know, 
but my own fears are also great, and I do think it 
time to look out to save something, if a storm should 
come. 

November Ist. Up, and was presented by Burton, 
one of our smith's wives, with a very noble cake, which 
I presently resolved to have my wife^ go with to-day, 
and some wine, and house-warm my Betty Michell, 
which she readily resolved to do. From dinner, my 
wife and my brother, and W. Hewer and Barker, away 
to Betty Michell's, to ShadwelL 

2d. On board the Ruby, French prize, the only 
ship of war we have taken from any of our enemies 
this year. It seems a very good ship, but with gal- 
leries quite round the steme, to walk in as a balcone, 
which will be taken down. She had also about forty 
good brass guns, but will make little amends to our loss 
in the Prince. I also did buy some apples and pork, 
by the same token the butcher commended it as the 
best in England for cloath and colour. And for his 
beef, says he, " look how fat it is, the lean appears only 
here and there a speck, like beauty-spots." 

3rd. This morning comes Mr. Lovett, and brings me 
my print of the Passion, varnished by him, and the 
frame black, which indeed is very fine, though not so 
fine as I expected; however, pleases me exceedingly. 
This, and the sheets of paper he prepared for me, come 
to £3 ; and though it be more than is fit to lay out on 
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pleasure^ yet^ it being ingenious^ I did not think much 
of it. 

4th. My taylor's man brings my vest homeland coat to 
wear with it, and belt and silver-hilted sword : so I rose 
and dressed myself, and I like myself mightily in it, and 
so do my wife. Being dressed, to Church; and after 
church pulled my Lady Pen and Mrs. Markham into 
my house to dinner, and Sir J. Minnes he got Mrs. Pegg 
along with him. I had a good dinner for them, and very 
merry ; and so, it being very cold, to White Hall, and 
was mighty fearfull of an ague, my vest being new and 
thin, and the coat cut not to meet before, upon my vest. 
I waited in the gallery till the Council was up, and did 
speak with Mr. Cooling, my Lord Chamberlain's secre- 
tary, who tells me my Lord Generall is become mighty- 
low in all people's opinion, and that he hath received 
several slurs from the Eang and Duke of York. The 
people at Court do see the difference between his and 
the Prince's management, and my Lord Sandwich's. 
That the business which he is put upon, of crying out 
against the Catholiques and turning them out of all 
employment, will undo him, when he comes to turn 
the officers out of the army, and this is a thing of his own 
seeking. That he is grown a drunken sot, and drinks 
with nobody but Troutbecke, whom nobody else will 
keep company with, of whom he told me this story ; 
that once the Duke of Albemarle, in his drink, taking 
notice, as of a wonder, that Nan Hide should ever come 
to be Duchesse of York: "Nay," says Troutbecke, 
" ne'er wonder at that ; for if you will give me another 
bottle of wine, I will tell you as great, if not greater, a 
miracle. "> And what was that, but that our dirty Besse, 
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meaning his Duchesse^ should come to be Duchesse of 
Albemarle ? Sir G. Carteret shows me a long letter, 
all in cipher, from my Lord Sandwich to hinL The 
contents he hath not jet found out, but he tells me my 
Lord is not sent for home, as several people have en- 
quired after of me. Begun to read " Potter's discourse 
upon 666,"* which pleases me mightily. 

5th. To my Lady Peterborough, who had sent to 
speak with me. She makes mighty moan of the bad«* 
ness of the times, and her family as to money. My 
Lord's passionateness for want thereof, and his want of 
coming in of rents, and no wages from the Duke of 
York. No money to be had there, for wages nor dis- 
bursements, and therefore prays my assistance about his 
pension. I was moved with her story, and promised I 
would try what I could do, in a few days. To my Lord 
Crewe's, and there dined, and mightily made of. Here 
my Lord, and Sir Thomas Crewe, Mr. John, and Dr. 
Crewe, and two strangers. The best family in the 
world for goodness and sobriety. Here, beyond my 
expectation, I met my Lord Hinchingbroke, who ia 
come to town two days since from Hinchingbroke; and 
brought his sister and brother Carteret with him, who 
are at Sir G. Carteret's. After dinner, I and Sir Tho- 
mas Crewe went aside to discourse of public matters, 
and do find by him that all the country gentlemen are 
publickly jealous of the courtiers in the Parliament, 

* *< An Interpretation of the number 666.** Oxford^ 1642, 4to. 
The work was afterwards translated into French, Dutch, and 
Latin : it was written by Francis Potter, an English divine, born 
in Wiltshire, 1594, who died about 1678, at Kilmington, in Somer-^ 
setshire, of which he was rector. — ^Wood*s Athena* 
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and that they do doubt every thing that they propose ; 
and that the true reason why the country-gentlemen 
are for a land-tax, and against a general excise, is, be- 
cause they are fearful that if the latter be granted, they 
shall never get it down again; whereas the land-*tax 
will be but for so much, and when the war ceases, there 
will be no ground got by the Court to keep it up. He 
says the House would be very glad to get something 
against Sir G. Carteret, and will not let their inquiries 
die till they have got something. He do, from what he 
hath heard at the Committee for examining the burn- 
ing of the City, conclude it, as a thing certain, that it 
was done by plots ; it being proved by many witnesses 
that endeavours were made in several places to encrease 
the fire, and that, both in City and country, it was 
bragged by several Papists that upon such a day, or in 
such a time, we should find the hottest weather that 
ever was in England; and words of plainer sense. But 
my Lord Crewe was discoursing at table how the 
Judges have determined in the case whether the land- 
lords or the tenants, who are, in their leases, all of them 
generally tied to maintain and uphold their houses, shall 
bear the loss of the fire ; and they say that tenants should, 
against all casualties of fire, beginning either in their own 
or in their neighbour's [premises] ; but, where it is done 
by an enemy, they are not to do it. And this was by 
an enemy, there having been one convicted and hanged 
upon this very score. This is an excellent salvo for 
the tenants, and for which I am glad, because of my 
father's house. After dinner and this discourse, I took 
coach, and at the same time find my Lord Hinching- 
broke and Mr. John Crewe and the Doctor going out 
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to see the ruins of the City; so I tock the Doctor into 
my hackney-coadi^ and he is a very fine^ sober gentle* 
man, and so through the Cily. But, Liord I what pretty 
and sober observations he made of the City and its 
desolation ; till anon we come to my house, and there I 
took them upon Tower-Hill to show them what houses 
were pidled down there since the fire ; and then to my 
house, where I treated them with good wine of several 
sorts, and they took it mighty respectfolly, and a fine 
company of gentlemen they are ; but, above all, I was 
glad to see my Lord Hinchingbroke drink no wine at 
alL So we broke up, and all took coach again, and I 
carried the Doctor to Chancery Lane, and thence I to 
White Hall, where I staid walking up and down till 
night, and then got ahnost into the playhouse, having 
much mind to go and see the play at Court this night ; 
but fearing how I should get home, because of the bon- 
fires, and the lateness of the night, to get a coach, I 
did not stay ; but having this evening seen my Lady 
Jemimah, who is come to town, and looks very well and 
fat, and heard how Mr. John Pickering is to be married 
this week, and to a fortune with ^5000, and se^n a 
rich necklace of pearl and two pendants of dyamonds 
which Sir G, Carteret hath presented her* with, since 
her coming to town, I home by coach, but met not 
one bonfire through the whole town in going round by 
the wall, which is strange, and speaks the melancholy 
disposition of the City at present, while never more 
W£U3 said of, and feared of, and done against the Papists^ 
than just at this time. 

6tL After dinner done, alone by water to Deptford» 

^ Lady Jemimah Carteret. 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPTS. 829 

reading "Duchesse of Malfy," the play, which is pretty 
good. At night home, and there find Mr. Batelier, 
who supped with us, and good company he is. 

7th. Called at Faythom's, to buy some prints for my 
wife to draw by this winter, and here did see my Lady 
Castlemaine's picture, done by him from Lilly's, in red 
chalke and other colours, by which he hath cut it in 
copper to be printed. The picture in chalke is the 
finest thing I ever saw in my Ufe, I think ; and I did 
desire to buy it ; but he says he must keep it awhile to 
correct his copper-plate by, and, when that is done, he 
will sell it me. By the Duke of York his discourse to* 
day, in his chamber, they have it at Court, as well as 
we here, that a fatal day is to be expected shortly, of 
some great mischief; whether by the Papists, or what, 
they are not certain. But the day is disputed ; some 
say next Friday, others a day sooner, others later; and 
I hope all will prove a foolery. But it is observable 
how every body's fears are busy at this time. 

8th. I to Westminster Hall, and there met Mr. Grey, 
who tells me the House is sitting still, and now it was 
six o'clock, and likely to sit till midnight; and have 
proceeded fair to give the King his supply presently ; 
and herein have done more to-day than was hoped for. 
Sir W. Coventry did this night tell me how the business 
is about Sir J. Minnes ; that he is to be a Commissioner, 
and my Lord Brouncker and Sir W. Pen are to be 
Comptroller jointly, which I am very glad of, and better 
than if they were either of them alone ; and do hope 
truly that the King's business will be better done 
thereby, and infinitely better than now it is. Mr. Grey 
did assure me this night, that h^ was told this day, by 



330 DIARY OF [9th Not. 

one of the greater Ministers of State in England, and 
one of the Bang's Cabinet, that we had little left to 
agree on between the Dutch and us towards a peswe» 
but only the place of treaty ; which do astonish me to 
hear, but I am ^ad of it, for I fear the consequence of 
the war. But he says that the King, having aU the 
money he is like to have, we shall be sure of a peace in 
a little time. 

9tL To Mrs. Pierce's, by appointment, where we 
find good company : a fair lady, my Lady Prettyman,^ 
Mrs. Corbet, Knipp ; and for men. Captain Downing, 
Mr. Lloyd, Sir W. Coventry's clerk, and one Mr. 
Tripp, who dances welL After our first bout of dancing 
Knipp and I to sing, and Mercer and Captain Downing, 
who loves and understands musick, would by all means 
have my song of "Beauty, retire :" which Knipp had 
spread abroad, and he extols it above any thing he ever 
heard. Going to dance again, and then comes news 
that White Hall was on fire ; and presently more par- 
ticulars, that the Horse-guard was on fire ; and so we 
run up to the garret, and find it so ; a horrid great fire ; 
and by and by we saw and heard part of it blown up 
with powder. The ladies begun presently to be afraid : 
one fell into fits. The whole town in an alarm. Drums 
beat and trumpets, and the Horse-guards every where 
spread, running up and down in the stre^ And I 
begun to have mighty apprehensions how things might 
be, for we are in expectation, from common fame, this 
night, or to-morrow, to have a massacre, by the having 
so many fires one after another, as that in the City, 

^ Margaret, daughter and heir of Sir Matthew Mennes, K^., 
iBd wift of Sir John PtettTinan, Bart., M.F. for Leicester. 
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and at same time begun in Westminster^ by the Palace, 
but put out ; and since in Southwarke, to the burning 
down some houses ; and now this do make all people 
conclude there is something extraordinary in it; but 
nobody knows what. By and by comes news that the 
fire is slackened ; so then we were a little cheered up 
again, and to supper, and pretty merry. But, above 
all, there comes in the dumb boy that I knew in Oliver's 
time, who is mightily acquainted here, and with Down- 
ing; and he made strange signs of the fire, and how 
the Eing was abroad, and many things they imder- 
stood, but I could not, which I wondered at, and 
discoumng with Downing about it, "Why," says he, 
^^ it is only a little use, and you will understand him, 
and make him understand you with as much ease as 
may be." So I prayed him to tell him that I was afraid 
that my coach would be gone, and that he should go 
down and steal one of the seats out of the coach and 
keep it, and that would make the coachman to stay. 
He did this, so that the dumb boy did go down, and, like 
a cunning rogue, went into the coach,, pretending to 
sleep ; and, by and by, fell to his work, but finds the 
seats nailed to the coach. So he could not do it; 
however, stayed there, and stayed the coach till the 
coachman's patience was quite spent, and beat the dumb 
boy by force, and so went away. So the dumb boy 
came up, and told him all the story, which they below 
did see all that passed, and knew it to be true. After 
supper, another dance or two, and then news that the 
fire is as great as ever, which puts us all to our wits'- 
end ; and I mightily anxious to go home, but the coach 
being gone, and it being about ten at night, and rainy 
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dirty weather^ I knew not what to do ; but to walk out 
with Mr. Batelier, myself resolving to go home on foot^ 
and leave the women there. And so did; but at the 
Savoy got a coach, and come back and took up the 
women ; and so, having, by people come firom the fire, 
understood that the fire was overcome and all well, we 
merrily parted, and home. Stopped by several guards 
and constables quite through the town, round the wall^ 
as we went, aU being in arms. Being come home, we 
to cards, till two in the morning, and drinking lamb's^ 
wooL* So to bed. 

lOth. The Parliament did fitll foul of our accounts 
again yesterday; and we must arme to have them 
rLL„hi I -. »r^ fo,: it - bri^ gre^ 
trouble to me, and shame upon the office. With my 
Lord Brouncker and Sir Thomas Harvy, to Cocke's 
house, and there Mrs. Williams and other company, 
and an excellent dinner. Mr. Temple's wife, after 
dinner, fell to play on the harpsichon, till she so tired 
everybody, that I left the house without taking leave> 
and no creature left standing by her to hear her. Kead 
an hour, to make an end of Potter's discourse of 666, 
which I like all along, but his close is most excellent; 
and, whether it be right or wrong, is mighty ingenious. 
This is the fatal day that every body hath discoursed 
for a long time to be the day that the Papists, or I 
know not who, have designed to commit a massacre 
upon ; but, however, I trust in God we shall rise to- 
morrow morning as well as ever. I hear that my Lady 
Denham is exceeding sick, even to death, and that she 

^ LamVs-wool is a vulgar beverage made of ale, mixed with 
sogar, nutmeg, and the pulp of roasted apples. 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 333 

says, and every body else discourses, that she is poi- 
soned; and Creed tells me, that it is said that there 
hath been a design to poison the King. What the 
meaning of all these sad signs is, the Lord only knows ; 
but every day things look worse and worse. God fit 
us for the worst ! 

11th. (Lord's day.) To church, myself and wife, 
where the old dunce Meriton, of St. Martin's, West- 
nunster, did make a very good sermon, beyond my ex» 
pectation. To my uncle Wight's, and their entertain- 
ment so bad, that I am in pain to be there. Wooly's 
wife, a silly woman, and not very handsome, but no 
spirit in her at all ; and their discourse mean, and the 
fear of the troubles of the times hath made them not to 
bring their plate to town, since it was carried out upon 
the business of the fire, so that they drink in earth and 
a wooden can, which I do not like. 

12th. Creed tells me of my Lady Denham, whom 
every body says is poisoned, and she hath said it to the 
Duke of York ; but is upon the mending hand, though 
the town says she is dead this morning. Going to Sir 
R. Viner's, I did get such a splash and spots of dirt upon 
my new vest, that I was out of countenance to be seen in 
the street. This day I received 450 pieces of gold more 
of Mr. Stokes, but cost me 22id, change ; but I am 
well contented with it, I having now nearly <sP2,800 
in gold, and will not rest till I get full .£3,000. Home 
to dinner, though Sir K. Viner would have staid us to 
dme with him, he being sheriffe; but, poor man, wa^ 
so out of countenance, that he had no wine ready to 
drink to us, his butler being out of the way, though 
we know him to be a very liberal man. I took my 
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wife out^ intending to have gone and have seen mj 
Lady Jemimah, at White Hall, but so great a stop 
there was at the New Exchange, that we could not 
pass in half an hour, and therefore 'light, and then home. 
My wife and all the maids [being] abed but Jane, 
whom I put confidence in — she and I, and my brother, 
and Tom, and W. Hewer, did bring up all the remainder 
of my money, and my plate-chest, out of the cellar, and 
placed the money in my study, with the rest, and the 
plate in my dressing-room ; but indeed I am in great 
pain to think how to dispose of my money, it being 
wholly unsafe to keep it all in coin in one place. Creed 
and I did stop, the Duke of York being just going away 
from seeing of it, at Paul's, and in the Convocation- 
House-Yard did there see the body of Robert Bray- 
brooke. Bishop of London, that died 1404. He fell 
down in the tomb out of the great church into St. 
Fayth's this late fire, and is here seen his skeleton with 
the flesh on ; but all tough and dry like a spongy dry 
leather, or touchwood all upon his bones. His head 
turned aside. A great man in his time, and Lord 
Chancellor; and [his skeleton] now exposed to be 
handled and derided by some, though admired for its 
duration by others. Many flocking to see it. 

13th. To Bishopsgate Street, and there bought some 
drinking-glasses, a case of knives, and other things, in 
expectation of my Lord Hinchingbroke's coming to 
dine with me. So home, and do here receive notice 
from my Lord Hinchingbroke that he is not well, and 
so not in condition to come, which I am not in much 
trouble for, because of the disorder my house is in, by 
the bricklayers coming to mend the chimney in my 
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dining-room for smoking, which they were upon almost 
till midnight, and have now made it very pretty, and 
do carry smoke exceeding welL This evening come all 
the Houblons to me, to invite me to sup with them to- 
morrow night. I did take them home, and there we sat 
and talked a good while, and a glass of wine, and then 
parted till to-morrow night. So at night, well satisfied 
in the alteration of my chimney, I to bed. 

14th. To Knipp's lod^g, whom I find not ready to 
go home with me ; and there staid reading of Waller's 
verses, while she finished dressing, her husband being 
by. Her lodging very mean, and the condition she 
lives in ; yet makes a shew without doors, God bless 
us ! I carried him along with us into the City, and set 
him down in Bishopsgate Street, and then home with 
her. She tells me how Smith, of the Duke's house, 
hath kiUed a man upon a quarrel in play ; which makes 
every body sorry, he being a good actor, and, they say, 
a good man, however this happens. The ladies of the 
Court do much bemoan him. Here she and me alone at 
dinner to some good victuals, that we could not put off, 
that was intended for the great dinner of my Lord 
Hinchingbroke's, if he had come. My wife and I in- 
tended to have seen my Lady Jemimah at White Hall, 
but the Exchange street was so full of coaches, every 
body, as they say, going thither to make themselves 
fine against to-morrow night, we could not do any 
thing, only my wife to see her brother. Sir G. Carteret 
tells me, that, just now, my Lord Hollis had been with 
him, and wept to think in what a condition we are 
fallen. He shewed me my Lord Sandwich's letter to 
him, complaining of the lack of money, which Sir 
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G. Carteret is at a loss how in the world to get the 
King to supply him with, and wishes him, for that rea- 
son, here ; for that he fears he will be brought to dis- 
grace there, for want of supplies. To the Pope's Head, 
where all the Houblons were, and Dr. Croone. * Dr. 
Croone told me, that, at the meeting at Gresham Col- 
lege to-night, which, it seems, they now have every 
Wednesday again, there was a pretty experiment of the 
blood of one dog let out, till he died, into the body of 
another on one side, while all his own run out on the 
other side. The first died upon the place, and the 
other very well, and likely to do welL This did give 
occasion to many pretty wishes, as of the blood of a 
Quaker to be let into an Archbishop, and such like ; 
but, as Dr. Croone says, may, if it takes, be of mighty 
use to man's health, for the amending of bad blood by 
borrowing from a better body. 

15th. To Mrs. Pierce's, where I find her as fine as 
possible, and Mr. Pierce going to the ball at night at 
Court, it being the Queene's birth-day. I also to the 
ball, and with much ado got up to the loft, where with 
much trouble I could see very well. Anon.the house 
grew fuU, and the candles light, and the King and 
Queene and all the ladies sat : and it was, indeed, a 
glorious sight to see Mrs. Stewart in black and white 
lace, and her head and shoulders dressed with diamonds, 
and the like many great ladies more, only the Queene 
none; and the King in his rich vest of some rich silk 
and silver trimming, as the Duke of York and all the 

^ William Croune, of Emanuel College, Cambridge, chosen 
Rhetoric Professor at Gresham College, 1659, F.B.S. and MD. 
Ob. 1684. 
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dancers were, some of cloth of silver, and others of other 
sortS) exceeding rich. Presently after the King was 
come in, he took the Queene, and about fourteen more 
couple there was, and begun the Bransles. As many 
of the men as I can remember presently, were, the Eang, 
Duke of York, Prince Eupert, Duke of Monmouth, 
Duke of Buckingham, Lord Douglas, Mr. Hamilton, 
Colonell Russell, Mr. Griffith, Lord Ossory, Lord Ro-^ 
cheater ; and of the ladies, the Queene^ Duchesse of 
York, Mrs. Stewart, Duchesse of Monmouth, Lady 
Essex Howard,^ Mrs. Temple, Swedes Embassadresse, 
Lady Arlington,* Lord George Barkeley's daughter, 
and many others I remember not; but all most ex- 
cellently dressed in rich petticoats and gowns, and 
dyamonds, and pearls. After the Bransles, then to a 
Corant, and now and then a French dance ; but that 
so rare that the Corants grew tiresome, that I wished 
it done. Only Mrs. Stewart danced mighty finely, and 
many French dances, specially one the King called the 
New Dance, which was very pretty; but upon the 
whole matter, the business of the dancing of itself was 
not extraordinary pleasing. But the clothes and sight 
of the persons were indeed very pleasing, and worth my 
coming, being never likely to see more gallantry while 
I Uve, if I should come twenty times. About twelve 
at night it broke up. So away home with my wife : 

^ Only daughter of James Howard, third Earl of Suffolk, hy his 
first wife Susan, daughter of Henry Rich, Earl of Holland ; after- 
wards married to Edward Griffin, Lord Griffin of Braybrooke. 
There is a very fine portrait of her at Audley End, by Lely. 

' Isabella of Nassau, daughter of Lord Beverweert, natural son 
of Prince Maurice. She was sister of the Countess of Ossory, and 
mother of the first Duchess of Grafton< 
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was displeased with the duU dancing, and satisfied with 
the clothes and persons. My Lady Castlemaine, with- 
out whom all is nothing, being there, yery rich, though 
not dancing. 

16th« This noon I met with Mr. Hooke, and he tells 
me the dog which was filled with another dog^s blood, 
at the College the other day, is very well, and like to 
be so as ever, and doubts not its being found of great 
use to men ; and so do Dr. Whistler, who dined with 
us at the tavern. 

1 TtL In the afternoon shut myself up in my chamber, 
and there till twelve at night finishing my great letter 
to the Duke of York, which do lay the ill condition of 
the Navy so open to him, that it is impossible if the 
Eng and he minds anything of their buaness, but it 
will operate upon them to set all matters right, and get 
money to carry on the war, before it be too late, or else 
lay out for a peace upon any termes. It was a great 
convenience to-night that what I had writ foule in short 
hand, I could read it to W. Hewer, and he take it fair 
in short-hand, so as I can read it to-morrow to Sir W. 
Coventry, and then come home, and Hewer read it to 
me while I take it in long-hand to present, which saves 
me much time. 

18th. (Lord's day.) On foot to White Hall, where 
by appointment I met Lord Brouncker at Sir W. Coven- 
try's chamber, and there I read over my great letter, 
and they approved it : so I think it is as good a letter 
in the manner, aud believe it is the worst in the matter 
of it, as ever come from any office to a prince. To Sir 
W. Batten. He was in a huffe, which I made light of, 
but he signed the letter, though he would not go, and 
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liked the letter welL Sir W. Pen, it seems, he would 
not stay for it : so, making slight of Sir W. Pen's put- 
ting so much weight upon his hand, I to White Hall, 
and there met Lord Brouncker, and he signed it, and so 
I delivered it to Mr, Chiffinch, and he to Sir W. Covens 
try, in the cabinet, the King and ooimcill being sitting, 
where I leave it to its fortune. 

19th, To Barkeshire-house,^ where my Lord Chan- 
cellor hath been ever since the fire. To the Bull-head 
tavern, where I have not been since Mr. Chetwind and 
the time of our club, and here had six bottles of claret 
filled, and I sent them to Mrs. Martin, whom I had pro- 
mised some of my own, and, having none of my own, sent 
her this. Took coach to White Hall, and there visited 
my Lady Jemimah, at Sir G. Carteret's lodgings. Here 
was Sir Thomas Crewe, who told me how hot words 
grew again to-day in the House of Lords between my 
Lord Ossory and Ashly, the former saying that some- 
thing said by the other was said like one of Oliver's 
Council Ashly said he must give him reparation, or 
he would take it his own way. The House therefore 
did bring my Lord Ossory to confess his fault, and ask 
pardon for it, as he did abo to my Lord Buckingham, 
for saying that something was not truth that my Lord 
Buckingham had said. 

20th. To church, it being thanksgiving-day for the 
cessation of the plague ; but. Lord I how the town do 
say that it is hastened before the plague is quite over, 

^ Belonging to the Earl of Berkshire ; afterwards purchased by 
Charles n., and presented to the Duchess of Cleveland. It was 
then of great extent, and stood on or near the site of Bridgewater 
House. 

z2 
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there being eome people still ill of H, but onty to get 
gromid for pkys tobe publicUj acted, wbidi ^be Bishops 
would not suffer till the ^agoe was over; and one would 
think so, by the suddenness of the notice given of the 
day, which was last Sunday, and the little ceremony. 
The sermon being dull of Mr. TVtinnes, and people witli 
great indifferency come to hear him. By coach to 
Barkediire-house, and there did get a Tcry great meet- 
ing ; the Duke of York bdng there, and much business 
done, though not in proportion to the greatness of the 
business, and my Lord Chancdlor dee^i^ and snoring 
the greater part of the time. 

2l8t. I to wait <m Sir Philip Howard, whom I find 
dressing himself in his night-gown and turban like a 
Turke, but one of the finest persons that eyer I saw in 
my life. He had serend gentlemen of his own, waiting 
on him, and one playing finely on the gittar: he dis- 
courses as well as ever I heard man, in few words and 
handsome. He expressed all kindness to Baity, when 
I told him how sicke he is: he says that, before he 
comes to be mustered again, he must bring a certificate 
of his swearing the oaths of Allegiance and Suprranacy, 
and haying taken the Sacrament according to the rites 
of the Church of England. This^ I perceive, is imposed 
on alL 

22d. My Lord Brouncker did show me Hollar's new 
print of the City, with a pretty representation of that 
part which is burnt, very fine indeed; and tells me that 
he was yesterday sworn the King's servant, and that 
the King hath commanded him to go on with his great 
map of the City, which he was upon before the City 
was burned, like Gombout of Paris, which I am glad o£ 
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Mr. Batelier tells me the news how the King of France 
hath, in defiance to the King of England, caused all his 
footmen to be put into vests, and that the noblemen of 
France will do the like ; which, if true, is the greatest 
indignity ever done by one Prince to another, and would 
excite a stone to be revenged ; and I hope our King 
will, if it be so, as he tells me it is :* being told by one 
that come over from Paris with my Lady Fanshaw, 
who is come over with the dead body of her husband,, 
and that saw it before he come away. This makes me 
mighty merry, it being an ingenious kind of aflfront ; 
but yet makes me angry, to see that the King of Eng- 
land is become so little as to have the affront offered 
him. Batelier did bring us some oysters to-night, and 
some bottles of new French wine of this year, mighty 
good, but I drank but little. 

23d. Attended the Duke of York, where, among 
other things, we had a complaint of Sir William Jen- 
nings^ against his lieutenant, Le Neve, one that had been 
long the Duke's page, and for whom the Duke of York 
hath great kindness. It was a drunken quarrel, where 
one was as blameable as the other. It was referred to 
further examination, but the Duke of York declared, 
that as he woidd not favour disobedience, so neither 
dnmkenness. I spoke with Sir G. Downing about our 
prisoners in Holland, and their being released ; which 
he is concerned in, ^d most of them are. Then, dis- 

^ Perhaps this influenced Charles 11. in ahandoning his new 
costume, which, at all events, was shortly discontinued. 

' He was a distinguished sea-officer, brother of Sir Robert 
Jennings, of Kipon. He attended James the Second aHer his 
abdication, and served as a Captain in the French navy. 
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coursing of matters of the House of Parliamenty he tells 
me that it is not the &ult of the House, but the King's 
own party, that have hindered the passing of the Bill for 
money, by their popping in of new projects for raising 
it: which is a strange thing; and mighty confident he 
is, that what money is rabed, will be raised and put 
into the same form that the last was, to come into the 
Exchequer; and, for aught I see, I must confess I think 
it is the best way. 

24th. With Sir J. Minnes by coach to Stepney to the 
Trinity House, where it is kept again now since the 
burning of their other house in London. And hete a 
great many met at Sir Thomas Allen's feast, of bis being 
made an Elder Brother; but he is sick, and so could 
not be there. Here was much good company, and very 
merry ; but the discourse of Scotland, it seems, is con- 
firmed, and that they are 4000 of them in armes, and 
do declare for King and Covenant, which is very ill 
news. I pray God deliver us from the ill consequences 
we may justly fear from it. Sir Philip Warwick, I find, 
is full of trouble in his mind to see how things go, and 
what our wants are; and so I have no delight to trouble 
him with discourse, though I honour the man with all 
my heart, and I think him to be a very able, right-honest 
man. To read the late printed discourse of witches by 
a member of Gresham College : the discourse being well 
writ, in good stile, but methinks not very convincing. 

25th. (Lord's day.) To White Hall, and there to the 
chapel, where in my usual place I heard one of the 
King 's chaplains, one Mr. Floyd, preach. He was out 
two or three times in his prayer, and as many in his 
sermon, but yet he made a most excellent good sermon, 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 343 

of our duty to imitate the lives and practice of Christ 
and the saints departed, and did it very handsomely and 
^cellent still; but was a little overlarge in magnifying 
the graces of the nobility and prelates, that we have seen 
in our memorys in the world, whom God hath taken 
from us. At the end of the sermon an excellent an- 
them ; but it was a pleasant thing, an idle companion 
in our pew, a prating, bold counsellor that hath been 
heretofore at the Navy Office, and noted for a great 
eater and drinker, not for quantity, but of the best, 
Jiis name Tom Bales, said, " I know a fitter anthem for 
this sermon," speaking only of our duty of following the 
saints, and I know not what. ** Cooke should have sung, 
* Come, follow, follow me.' "^ To Sir G. Carteret's to 
dinner; where much company. Among others, Mr. 
Carteret and my Lady Jemimah, and Mr. Ashbumham, 
the great man, who is a pleasant man, and that hath 
seen much of the world, and more of the Court. Into 
the Court, and attended there till the Council met, and 
then was called in, and I read my letter. My Lord 
Treasurer declared that the King had nothing to give 
till the Parliament did give him some money. So the 
King did of himself bid me to declare to all that would 
take our tallies for payment, that he should, soon as the 
Parliament's money do come in, take back their tallies, 
and give them money : which I giving him occasion to 
repeat to me, it coming from him against the gre^ I per- 
ceive, of my Lord Treasurer, I was content therewith, 
and went out. All the talk of Scotland, where the 
highest report, I perceive, runs but upon three or four 

^ This is the first Ime of « The Fairy Queen," which, with the 
air, is printed in the Musical Miscellany, Lond., 1729, vol. ii., p. 22. 
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hundred in armea ; but they believe that it will grow 
more^ and do seem to apprehend it much, as if the Kii^ 
of France had a hand in it. My Lord Lauderdale do 
make nothing of it, it seems, and people do c^isure him 
for it, he from the beginning saying that there was 
nothing in it, whereas it do appear to be a pure rebel* 
lion; but no persons of quality being in it, aU do hope 
that it cannot amount to much. Here I saw Mrs. 
Stewart this afternoon, methought the beautiftdlest 
creature that ever I saw in my life, more than ever I 
thought her, so often as I have seen her; and I do 
begin to think do exceed my Lady Castlemaine, at least 
now. This being St. Katherine's day, the Queene was 
at masse by seven o'clock this morning; and Mr. Ash-* 
burnham do say that he never saw any one have so 
much zeale in his life as she hath: and, the question 
being asked by my Lady Carteret, much beyond the 
bigotry that ever the old Queene-mother had. I spoke 
with Mr. May,* who tells me that the design of building 
the City do go on apace, and by his description it will 
be mighty handsome, and to the satisfaction of the peo- 
ple ; but I pray God it come not out too late. Mr. Ash* 
burnham to-day at dinner told how the rich fortune 
Mrs. Mallett reports of her servants ;^ that my Lord 
Herbert* would have her ; my Lord Hinchingbroke was 
indifferent to have her; my Lord John Butler* might 
not have her ; my Lord of Rochester would have forced 

* Hugh May. * t.c, lovers. 

^ William Lord Herbert succeeded bis father as sixth Earl of 
Pembroke, 1669. Ob. unmarried 1674. 

^ Seventh son of the Duke of Ormond, created in 1676 Baron 
of Aghrim, Viscount of Clonmore, and Earl of Gowran (Irish 
honours.) Ob. 1677, s. p. 
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her ;i and Sir Popham,^ who nevertheless Is likely 

to have her, would do any thing to have her.' 

26th. Into the House of Parliament, where, at a 
great committee, I did hear, as long as I would, the 
great case against my Lord Mordaunt,^ for some arbi- 
trary proceedings of his against one Taylor, whom he 
imprisoned, and did all the violence to Imaginable, only 

^ Lord Rochester married her: see February 4, 1666-7. 

' Probably Sir Francis Fopham, E.B. 

' The expression in the original being indelicate, is softened. 

^ John Mordaont, younger son to the first, and brother to the 
second Earl of Peterborough, haying incurred considerable per- 
sonal risk in endeavouring to promote the Eing*s Restoration, 
was, in 1659, created Baron Mordaunt of Reigate, and Viscount 
Mordaunt of Avalon. He was soon afterwards made E. G., 
Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey, and Constable of Windsor Castle; 
which offices he held till his death, in 1675. Li January, 1666-7, 
Lord Mordaunt was impeached by the House of Commons, for 
forcibly ejecting William Tayleur and his family from the apart- 
ments which they occupied in Windsor Castle, where Tayleur held 
some appointment, and imprisoning him, for having presumed 
to offer himself as a candidate for the borough of Windsor. Lord 
M. was also accused of improper conduct towards Tayleur*s daugh- 
ter. He, however, denied all these charges in his place in the 
House of Lords, and put in an answer to the articles of impeach- 
ment, for hearing which a day was absolutely fixed ; but the Par- 
liament being shortly afterwards prorogued, the inquiry seems to 
hare been entirely abandoned, notwithstanding the vehemence with 
which the House of Commons had taken the matter up. Perhaps 
the King interfered in Lord Mordaunt*s behalf; because Andrew 
Marvel, in his '' Instructions to a Painter,'* after saying, 
^ Now Mordaunt may within his castle tower 
Lnprison parents and the child deflower,** 
observes, 

'* Each does the other blame, and all distrust, 
But Mordaunt, new obliged, would sure be just.** 
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to get him to give waj to his abusii^ his daughter. 
Here was Mr. Sawyer,* my old chamber-fellow, a 
counsel against my Lord; and I was glad to see him in 
so good play. Here I met, before the committee sat, 
with my cosen Roger Pepy s, the first time I have spoke 
with him this parliament. He hath promised to come, 
and bring Madam Turner with him, who is come to 
town to see the City, but hath lost all her goods of all 
kinds in Salsbury Court, Sir William Turner having 
not endeavoured, in her absence, to save one penny, to 
dine with me on Friday next. Roger bids me to help 
him to some good rich widow ; for he is reeolved to go, 
and retire wholly, into the country ; for, he says, he is 
confident we shall be all ruined very speedily, by what 

« 

he sees in the State. No news from the North at all 
to-day ; and the news-book makes the business nothing, 
but that they are all dispersed. 

27tL At Sir G. Carteret's find my Lord Hinching- 
broke, who promises to dine with me to-morrow, and 
bring Mr. Carteret along with him. To my Lord 
Crewe, and had some good discourse with him, he 
doubting that all will break in pieces in the kingdom ; 
and that the taxes now coming out, which will tax the 
same man in three or four several capacities, as for 
land, office, profession, and money at interest, will be 
the hardest that ever came out ; and do think that we 
owe it, and the lateness of its being given, wholly to 
the unpreparedness of the King's own party, to make 
their demand and choice; for they have obstructed 

* Afterwards Sir Robert Sawyer, Attorney-General from 1681 
to 1687. Ob. 1692. He had been admitted a Pensioner at Mag- 
dalene College, June 1648. 
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the giving it by land-tax^ wliich had been done long 
since. Having ended my visits I spoke to Sir Tho- 
mas Crewe^ to invite him and his brother John to 
dinner, to-morrow ; and so homewards, calling at the 
cook's, who is to dress it, to bespeak him, and then 
home, and there set things in order for a very fine 
dinner. 

28tL To White Hall ; where, thongh it blows hard 
and rains hard, yet the Duke of York is gone a-hunting. 
We therefore lost our labour, and so to get things 
ready against dinner at home ; and at noon comes my 
Lord Hinchingbroke, Sir Thomas Crewe, Mr. John 
Crewe, Mr. Carteret, and Brisband. I had six noble 
dishes for them, dressed by a man-cook, and com- 
mended, as indeed they deserved, for exceeding well 
done. We eat with great pleasure, and I enjoyed my- 
self in it ; eating in silver plates, and all things mighty 
rich and handsome about me. Till dark at dinner, and 
then broke up with great pleasure, especially to my- 
self; and they away, only Mr. Carteret and I to Gres- 
ham College, where they meet now weekly again, and 
here they had good discourse how this late experiment 
of the dog, which is in perfect good health, may be im- 
proved for good uses to men. Here was Mr. Henry 
Howard,^ that will hereafter be Duke of Norfolk, who 
is admitted this day into the Society, and being a very 

^ Henry Howard, second son of Henry Earl of Arundel, became, 
on the death of his brother Thomas, in 1677, sixth Duke of Nor- 
folk, haying been previously created Baron Howard of Castle 
Rising, in 1669, and advanced to the Earldom of Norwich, in 1672. 
He was a great benefactor to the Royal Society, and presented the 
Arundel Marbles to the University of Oxford. Ob. 1683-4. 
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proud man, and one that values himself upon his family, 
writes his name, as he do every where, Henry How- 
ard of Norfolke. 

29th. I late at the office, and all the news I hear I 
put into a letter this night to my Lord Brouncker at 
Chatham, thus : 

" I doubt not of your Lordship's hearing of Sir 
Thomas Cliffijrd's succeeding Sir H. Pollard* in the 
Comptrollership of the King's house ; but perhaps our 
ill, but confirmed, tidings from the Barbadoes may not 
have reached you yet, it coming but yesterday ; viz., that 
about eleven ships, whereof two of the King's, the 
Hope and Coventry, going thence with men to attack 
St Christopher's, were seized by a violent hurricane, 
and all sunk — two only of thirteen escaping, and those 
with loss of masts, &c. My Lord Willoughby * himself 
is involved in the disaster, and I think two ships thrown 
upon an island of the French, and so all the men, to 
600, become their prisoners. 'Tis said, too, that 
eighteen Dutch men-of-war are passed the Channell, 
in order to meet with our Smyrna ships ; and some, I 
hear, do fright us with the King of Sweden's seizing 
our mast-ships at Gottenburgh. But we have too 
much ill news true, to afflict ourselves with what is 
uncertain. That which I hear from Scotland is, the 
Duke of York's saying, yesterday, that he is confident 
the Lieutenant-Generall there hath driven them into a 
pound, somewhere towards the mountains." 

* Sir Hugh Pollard, Bart., M.F. for Devonshire. Ob. Novem-* 
ber 27, 1666. 

' Francis Willoughby, fourth Lord Willoughby of Parham, 
drowned at Barbadoes, in 1666. 
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To show how mad we are at home, here, and unfit 
for any troubles : my Lord St John did, a day or two 
since, openly pull a gentleman in Westminster Hall by 
the nose, one Sir Andrew Henly,* while the Judges 
were upon their benches, and the other gentleman did 
give him a rap over the pate with his cane, of which 
fray the Judges, they say, will make a great matter: 
men are only sorry the gentleman did proceed to return 
a blow; for, otherwise, my Lord would have been 
soundly fined for the affront, and may be yet for his 
afiront to the Judges. 

30th. To White Hall; and pretty to see, it being 
St. Andrew's day, how some few did wear St. Andrew's 
crosse ; but most did make a mockery at it, and the 
House of Parliament, contrary to practice, did sit also : 
people having no mind to observe the Scotch saint's 
days till they hear better news from Scotland. 

December 1st. Walking to the Old Swan, I did see 
a cellar in Tower Streete in a very fresh fire, the late 
great winds having blown it up. It seemed to be only 
of log-wood, that hath kept the fire all this while in it. 
Going further, I met my late Lord Mayor Bludworth, 
under whom the City was burned. But, Lord I the 
silly talk that this feUow had, only how ready he 
would be to part with all his estate in these difficult 
times to advocate the King's service, and complaining 
that now, as every body did lately in the fire, every 
body endeavours to save himself, and let the whole 
perish : but a very weak man he seems to be. By coach 
home, in the evening, calling at Faythome's, buying 

^ Of Hartshill, Hants ; and of Henley, Somersetshire. He was 
created a baronet in June, 1660, and died about 1675. 
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three of my Lady Castlemaine's heads, printed this 
day,^ which indeed is, as to the head, I think, a yery 
fine picture, and like her. I did this afternoon get 
Mrs. Michell to let me only have a sight of a pamphlet 
lately printed, bnt suppressed and much' called after, 
called " The Catholique's Apology;"* lamenting the 
severity of the Parliament against them, and comparing 
it with the lenity of other princes to Protestants; 
giving old and late instances of their loyalty to their 
princes, whatever is objected against them; and ex- 
cusing their disquiets in Queene Elizabeth's time, for 
that it was impossible for them to think her a lawfiill 
Queene, if Queene Mary, who had been owned as such, 
were so ; one being the daughter of the true, and the 
other of a false wife : and that of the Gunpowder 
Treason, by saying that it was only the practice of 
some of us, if not the King, to trepan some of their 
religion into it, it never being defended by the generality 
of their Church, nor indeed known by them ; and end» 
with a large Catalogue, in red letters, of the Catho- 
liques which have lost their lives in the quarrel of the 
late King and this. The thing is very well writ 
indeed. 

2nd. My wife and I to Mr. Martin's, where find the 

' A fine impression of this now very rare print was purchased 
for the Duke of Buckingham, at Bindley*8 sale, in 1819, for £79. 

* " An Apology in hehalf of the Papists," hy Roger Palmer, first 
Earl of Castlemaine. The piece has not his name, but it was 
auBwered by Lloyd, Bishop of St. Asaph, in 1667 ; and Lord Castle- 
maine and Robert Pugh, a secular priest, his assistant, published a 
reply to the Bishop, in 1668. Both the Earl's pamphlets were 
seized, by order of the House of Commons. — ^Walpole's Nobie 
Authors. 
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company almost all coipe to the christening of Mrs. 
Martin's child^ a girL A great deal of good plain com-* 
pany. After sitting long^ till the church was done^ the 
Parson comes, and then we to christen the child. I was 
Godfather, and Mrs. Holder, her husband, a good man, 
I know well, and a pretty lady, that waits, it seems, on 
my Lady Bath, at White Hall, her name, Mrs. Noble, 
were Godmothers. After the christening comes in the 
wine and the sweetmeats, and then to prate and tattle, 
and then very good company they were, and I among 
them. Here was old Mrs. Michell and Howlett, and 
several of the married women of the Hall, whom, I 
knew mayds. Here was also Mrs. Burroughs and Mrs. 
Bales, the young widow, whom I led home, and having 
staid till the moon was up, I took my pretty gossip to 
White Hall with us, and I saw her in her lodging, and 
then my own company again. Took coach, and no 
sooner in the coach but something broke, that we were 
fain there to stay till a smith could be fetched, which 
was above an hour, and then it costing me &. to mend. 
Away round by the wall and Cow Lane, for fear it 
should break again, and in pain about the coach all the 
way. I went to Sir W. Batten's, and there I hear 
more ill news still: that all our New England fleet, 
which went out lately, are put back a third time by 
foul weather, and dispersed, some to one port and some 
to another; and their convoys also to Plymouth; and 
whether any of them be lost or not, we do not know. 
This, added to all the rest, do lay us flat in our hopes 
and courages, every body prophesying destruction to 
the nation. 

3rd. Up, and, among a great many people that come 
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to speak with me^ one was ixyy Lord Peterborough's 
gentleman^ who comes to me to dun me to get some 
money advanced for my Lord ; and I demanding what 
news, he tells me that at Court they begin to fear the 
business of Scotland more and more, and that the Duke 
of York intends to go to the North to rsuse an army, 
and that the King would have some of the nobility and 
others to go and assist ; but they were so served the 
last year, among others his Lord, in raising forces at 
their own charge, for fear of the French invading us, 
that they will not be got out now, without money ad- 
vanced to them by the King, and this is likely to be 
the King's ease for certain, if ever he come» to have 
need of any army. By water to Westminster, and 
there to the Exchequer, and put my tallies in a way of 
doing for the last quarter. At noon home, more cheer- 
ful than I have been a good while, to hear that for cer- 
tain the Scotch rebels are all routed ; they having been 
so bold as to come within three miles of Edinburgh, and 
there given two or three repulses to the King's forces, 
but at last were mastered. Three or four hundred 
killed or taken, among which their leader, Wallis, and 
seven ministers, they having all taken the Covenant a 
few days before, and sworn to live and die in it, as they 
did ; and so all is likely to be there quiet again. There 
is also the very good news come of four New-England 
ships come home safe to Falmouth with masts for the 
King; which is a blessing mighty unexpected, and 
without which, if for nothing else, we must have failed 
the next year. But God be praised for thus much 
good fortune, and send us the continuance of his favour 
in other things 1 
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6tL After diimer5 my wife and brother^ in another 
habit,^ go out to see a play ; but I am not to take 
notice that I know of my brother's going. This dky, in 
the Gazette, is the whole story of defeating of the Scotch 
rebells, and of the creation of the Duke of Cambridge, 
Knight of the Garter.* 

7th. To the King's playhouse, where two acts were 
almost done when I come in ; and there I sat with my 
cloak about my face, and saw the remainder of ^^ The 
Mayd's Tragedy;" a good play, and well acted, espe- 
cially by the younger Marshall, who is become a pretty 
good actor, and is the first play I have seen in either of the 
houses, since before the great plague, they having acted 
now about fourteen days publickly. But I was in mighty 
pain, lest I should be seen by any body to be at a play. 

8th. The great Proviso passed the House of Parlia- 
ment yesterday; which makes the King and Court 
mad, the King having given order to my Lord Cham- 
berlain to send to the playhouses and brothels, to bid 
all the Parliament-men that were there to go to the 
Parliament presently. This is true, it seems ; but it 
was carried against the Court by thirty or forty voices. 
It is a Proviso to the Poll Bill, that there shall be 
a Committee of nine persons that shall have the in- 
spection upon oath, and power of giving others, of all 

^ t.e., without his canonicals. Fepys, in his Book of Sign 
Manuals, describes John Fepys as " my brother and successor in 
my office of Clerk of the Acts of the Navy, under King Charles II. ; 
wherein he dyed, March 1676-7." 

^ James, Earl and Duke of Cambridge, second son of the Duke 
of York, and one of the five boys who all died infants: at the time 
when he was created K.G., he was only three years and five months 
old. He died seven months afterwards. 

VOL. III. A A 



354} DIABY OF [8th Ded. 

the accounts of the money given and spent for this 
war. This hath a most sad face, and will breed very 
ill blood. He tells me, brought in by Sir Robert 
Howard,* who is one of the King's servants, at least 
hath a great office, and hath got, they say, ,f 20,000 
since the King come in. Mr. Pierce did also tell me 
as a great truth, as being told it by Mr. Cowly," who 
was by, and heard it, that Tom Killigrew should pub- 
lickly tell the l^^Tig that his matters were coming into a 
very ill state ; but that yet there was a way to help alL 
Says he, " There is a good, honest, able man, that I 
could name, that if your JVIajesty would employ, and 
command to see all things well executed, all things 
would soon be mended ; and this is one Charles Stuart, 
who now spends his time in employing his lips about 
the Court, and hath no other employment; but if you 
would give him this employment, he were the fittest 
man in the world to perform it." This, he says, is most 
true ; but the King do not profit by any of tfeis, but 
lays all aside, and remembers nothing, but to his plea- 
sures again; which is a sorrowful consideration. To 
the King's playhouse, and there did see a good part of 
** The English Monsieur,"* which is a mighty pretty 
play, very witty and pleasant. And the women do 
very well; but, above all, little Nelly, that I am 

^ A younger son of Thomas Howard, first Earl of Berkshire ; edu- 
cated at Magdalene College, Camhridge; knighted at the Restora* 
tion, and chosen M.P. for Stockbridge, and afterwards for Castle 
Kising. He was Auditor of the Exchequer, and a creature of 
Charles U^ who employed him in cajoling the Parliament for 
money. He published some poems, plays, and political tracts. 
Ob. 1698. 

^ Abraham Cowley, the j^et. ^ A Comedy, by James Howard. 
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mightily pleased with the play, and much with the 
House, more than ever I expected, the women doing 
better than ever I expected, and very fine women. 
Here I was in pain to be seen, and hid myself; but, 
as God would have it. Sir John Chichly come, and 
sat just by me. I hear that this Proviso in ParUa- 
ment is mightily ill taken by all the Court party as 
a mortal blow, and that, that strikes deep into the 
King's prerogative, which troubles me mightily. In 
much fear of ill news of our colliers. A fleet of two 
hundred sail, and fourteen Dutch men-of-war between 
them and us : and they coming home with small con^ 
voy ; and the City in great want, coals being at <^3 3«, 
per chaldron, as I am told. I saw smoke in the mines 
this very day. 

9th. Up, not to Church, but to my chamber, and 
there begun to enter into this book my journall for 
September, which in the fire-time I could not enter 
here, but in loose papers. At noon dined, and then to 
my chamber all the afternoon and night, looking over 
and tearing and burning all the unnecessary letters, 
which I have had upon my file for four or five years 
backward, which I intend to do quite through all my 
papers, that I may have nothing by me but what is 
worth keeping, and fit to be seen, if I should miscarry. 

10th. Captain Cocke, with whom I walked in the 
garden, tells me how angry the Court is at the late 
Proviso brought in by the House. How still my Lord 
Chancellor is, not daring to da or say any thing to dis- 
please the Parliament ; that the Parliament is in a very 
ill humour, and grows every day more and more so ; 
and that the unskilfulness of the Courts and their dif- 

aa2 
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ference among one another^ is the occasion of all not 
agreeing in what they would have, and so they give 
leisure and occasion to the other part to run away with 
what the Court would not have. 

11th. To St. Clement's Church, to Mrs. Tumer^s 
lodgings, hard by, to take our leaves of her. She is 
returning to the North to her children, whereby, I per- 
ceive, her husband hath clearly got the mastery of her, 
and she is likely to spend her days there.* Here 
were several people come to see and take leave of her, 
she going to-morrow : among others, my Lady Mordant,* 
which was Betty Turner, a most homely widow, but 
young, and pretty rich, and good-natured. This day 
the Poll Bill was to be passed, and great endeavours 
used to take away the Proviso. 

12th. Sir H. Cholmly did with grief tell me how the 
Parliament hath been told plainly that the King hath 
been heard to say, that he wotdd dissolve them rather 
than pass this Bill with the Proviso; but tells me, 
that the Proviso is removed, and now carried that it 

^ John Turner, here alluded to, was the eldest son and heir of 
Sir William Turner, Lord Mayor of London in 1669, better known 
as the munificent founder of Eirkleatham Hospital, in Yorkshire. 
He was brought up to the bar, and became a serjeant-at-law, and 
purchased an estate in the district of Cleveland: besides his 
daughter Theophila, mentioned so often, he had issue two sons, 
Charles and William, from the eldest of whom descended the late 
Sir Charles Turner, of Kirkleatham, the second baronet of the 
fEimily, and the last heir male of his race. 

' Sir Charles Mordaunt, of Massingham, Norfolk, the fourth 
baronet of his family, espoused Elizabeth, daughter and co-heir of 
Nicholas Johnson, of London, niece to Sir W. Turner, above-men- 
tioned, who is the person here alluded to by Fepys. She re-married 
Francis Godolphin, of Colston, Wilts. — WottofCs Baronetage, 
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shall be done by a Bill by itself. He tells me how the 
King hath lately paid above .f 30,000, to clear debts of 
my Lady Castlemaine's ; and that she and her husband 
are parted for ever, upon good terms, never to trouble 
one another more. He says that he hears that above 
«f 400,000 hath gone into the Privy-purse since this war ; 
and that it is that hath consumed so much of our money, 
and maizes the King and Court so mad to be brought 
to discover it. The very good newes is just come oi 
our four ships from Smyrna, come safe without convoy 
even into the Downes, without seeing any enemy; 
which is the best, and indeed only considerable good 
news to our Exchange, since the burning of the City ; 
and it is strange to see how it do cheer up men's hearts. 
Here I saw shops now come to be in this Exchange, 
and met little Batelier, who sits here but at £S per 
annum, whereas he sat at the other at <f 100, which he 
says he believes will prove of as good account to him 
now as the other did at that rent. From the 'Change 
to Captain Cocke's, and there, by agreement, dined, 
and there was Charles Porter, Temple Fenn, De Busty, 
whose bad English and pleasant discourses was exceed- 
ing good entertainment. Matt Wren, Major Cooper, and 
myself, mighty merry and pretty discourse. They talk 
for certain, that now the King do follow Mrs. Stewart 
wholly, and my Lady Castlemaine not above once 
arweek ; that the Duke of York do not haunt my Lady 
Denham so much ; that she troubles him with matters 
of State, being of my Lord BristoU's faction, and that 
he avoids; that she is ill still. News this day from 
Brampton, of Mr. Ensum, my sister's sweetheart, being 
dead : a clowne. 
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13th. Met Captain Cocke^ and had a second tune his 
direction to bespeak ^100 of plate, which I did at 
Sir R. Viner's, being twelve plates more, and something 
else I have to choose. W. Hewer dined with me, and 
showed me a Gazette,^ in Aprill last, which I wonder 
should never be remembered by any body, which tells 
how several persons were then tried for their lives, and 
were found guilty of a design of killing the King and 

^ The Gazette of April 23—26, 1666, which contains the fol- 
lowing remarkahle passage : — 

"At the Sessions in the Old Bailey, John Rathbone, an old 
Army Colonel, William Saunders, Henry Tucker, Thomas Flint, 
Thomas Evans, John Myles, Will. Westcot, and John Cole, officers 
or soldiers in the late Rebellion, were indicted for conspiring the 
death of his Majesty, and the overthrow of the Crovemment. 
Having laid their plot and contrivance for the surprisal of the 
Tower, the killing his Grace the Lord General, Sir John Robin- 
son, Lieutenant of the Tower, and Sir Richard Brown : and then 
to have declared for an equal division of lands, &c. The better to 
effect this hellish design, the City was to have been fired, and the 
portcullis let down to keep out all assistance; and the Horse 
Guard to have been surprised in the Inns where they were quar- 
tered, several ostlers having been gained for that purpose. The 
Tower was accordingly viewed, and its surprise ordered by boats 
over the moat, and from thence to scale the wall. One Alexander, 
not yet taken, had likewise distributed money to these conspirators, 
and, for the canying on the design more effectually, they were told 
of a Council of the great ones that sat frequently in London, from 
whom issued all orders; which Council received their directions 
from another in Holland, who sat with the States ; and that the 
third of September was pitched on for the attempt, as being found 
by Lilly*s Almanack, and a scheme erected for that purpose, to be 
a lucky day, a planet then ruling which prognosticated the downfal 
of Monarchy. The evidence against these persons was very full 
and clear, and they were accordingly found guilty of High 
Treason." 



1666.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 359. 

destroying the Goyemment ; and as a means to it^ to 
bum the City ; and that the day intended for the plot 
was the 3d of last September. And the fire did indeed 
break out on the 2d of September^ which is very strange^ 
methinksy and I shall remember it Sir W. Warren 
and Mr« Moore both tell me that my Lord Sandwich is 
called home^ and that he do grow more and more in 
esteem everywhere^ and is better spoken of. 

14th. By coach to White Hall, seeing many smokes 
of the fire by the way yet, and took up into the coach 
with me a country gentleman, who asked me room to 
go with me, it being dirty — one come out of the North 
to see his son, after the burning [of] his house : a mcr- 
chant here. Endeavoured to wait on the Duke of 
York, but he would not stay from the Parliament. 
Met my good friend Mr. Evelyn, and walked with him 
a good while, lamenting our condition for want of good 
council, and the King's minding of his business* and 
servants. The House sat till three o'clock, and then 
up : and I home with Sir Stephen Fox to his house to 
dinner, and the Cofferer* with us. There I find his 
lady, a fine woman, and seven the prettiest children of 
their's that ever I knew almost. A very genteel din- 
ner, and in great state and fashion, and excellent dis- 
course ; and nothing like an old experienced man and a 
cdurtier, and such is the Cofferer Ashbumham. The 
House have been mighty hot to-day against the Paper 
Bill, showing all manner of averseness to give the King 
money ; which these courtiers do take mighty notice of, 

^ William Ashbumham, an officer of distinction in the King's 
Army during the Civil War, and, after the Restoration, made 
Cofferer of the Household to Charles 11. Ob. s. p. 1671. 
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and look upon the others as bad rebells as ever the 
last were. But the courtiers did carry it against those 
men upon a division of the House, a great many, tlmt 
it should be committed; and so it was: which they 
reckon good news. Home, where I find Foundes his 
present, of a fair pair of candlesticks, and half a dozen 
of plates come, which cost him full ^50, and is a very 
pretty present ; and here I met with, sealed up, fiom 
Sir H. Chohnly, the lampoon, or the mocke-advice to a 
paynter, abusing the Duke of York and my Xiord 
Sandwich, Pen, and every body, and the King himself, 
in all the matters of the navy and war. I am sorry 
for my Lord Sandwich's having so great a part in it. 

15th. To the office, where my Lord Brouncker, newly 
come to town, from his being at Chatham and Harwich 
to spy enormities : and at noon I with him and his lady, 
Williams, to Captain Cocke's; where a good dinner^ 
and very merry. Good news to-day upon the Ex- 
change, that our Hambuigh fleet is got in ; and good 
hopes that we may soon have the like of our Gotten- 
burgh, and then we shall be well for this winter. And 
by and by comes in Matt Wren^ from the Parliament- 
house; and tells us that he and all his party of the 
House, which is the Court party, are fools, and have 
been made s6 this day by the wise men of the other 
side ; for, after the Court party had carried it yesterday 

^ Matthew Wren, eldest son of the Bishop of Ely of both his 
names, M.P. for St. MichaeFs, 1661, and made Secretary to Lord 
Clarendon; after whose fall he filled the same office under the 
Duke of York, till his death, in 1672. He was one of the earliest 
Members of the Royal Society, and published two tracts in answer 
to Harrington's Oceana. 
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SO powerfully for the Paper Bill,* yet now it is laid aside 
wholly, and to be supplied by a land-tax ; which it is 
true wiU do well, and will be the sooner finished, which 
was the great argument for the doing of it. But then 
it shows them fools, that they would not permit this to 
have been done six weeks ago, which they might have 
had. And next, they have parted with the Paper Bill, 
which, when once begun, might have proved a very 
good flower in the Crowne, as any there. So they are 
truly outwitted by the other side. 

16th. To White Hall, and there walked up and down 
to the Queene's side, and there saw my dear Lady 
Castlemaine, who continues admirable, methinks, and I 
do not hear but that the King is the same to her 
still as ever. Anon to chapel, by the King's closet, and 
heard a very good anthem. Then with Lord Brouncker 
to Sir W. Coventry's chamber; and there we sat with 
him and talked. He is weary of any thing to do, he 
says, in the Navy. He tells us this Committee of Ac- 
counts will enquire sharply into our office. To Sir 
P. Neale's chamber ; Sir Edward Walker being there, 
and telling us how he hath lost many fine rolls of an- 
tiquity in heraldry by the late fire, but hath saved the 
most of his papers. Here was also Dr. Wallis,* the 
famous scholar and mathematician; but he promises 
little. Lord Brouncker tells me, that he do not believe 
the Duke of York will go to sea again, though there 
are many about the King that would be glad of any 

^ It was called "a Bill for raising part of the supply for hi^ 
Majesty by an imposition on Sealed Paper and Parchment." 

* John WaUis, S.T.P., F.R.S., Sayilian Professor of Geometry. 
Ob. 1703, aged 87. 
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occafflon to take him out of the world, he standing ia 
their ways; and seemed to mean the Dnke of Mon- 
mouth, who spends his time the most viciously and idle 
of any man, nor will be fit for anything; yet he speak? 
as if it were not impossible but the King would own 
him for his son, and that there was marriage between 
his mother and him; and that nothing can help us but 
the King's making a peace soon as he hath this money ; 
and thereby putting himself out of debt, and so be- 
coming a good husband, and then he will neither need 
this nor any other Parliament, till he can have one to 
his mind ; for no Parliament can, as he says, be kept 
long good, but that they will spoil one another, and 
that therefore it hath been the practice of kings to tell 
Parliaments what he hath for them to do, and give 
them so long time to do it in, and no longer. 

17tL Comes Mr. Cassar, and then Goodgroome, and, 
what with one and the other, nothing but musique 
^th me this morning, to my content; and the more, 
to see that God Almighty hath put me into condition 
to bear the charge of aU this. So out to the 'Change, 
and did a little business, and then home, where they 
two musicians and Mr. Cooke come to see me, and 
Mercer to go along with my wife this afternoon to a 
play. My wife well home in the evening from the 
play ; which I was glad of, it being cold and dark, and 
she haying her necklace of pearl on, and none but 
Mercer with her. Spent the evening in fitting my 
books, to have the number set upon each, in order to my 
having an alphabet of my whole, which will be of great 
ease to me. 

18th. I hear the ill news that poor B9,tters, that had 
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been bom and bred a seaman, and brought up his ship 
from sea but yesterday, was, going down from me to 
his ship, drowned in the Thames, which is a sad for- 
tune, and do make me afraid, and will do, more than 
ever I was. 

19 th. Talked of the King's family with Mr. King- 
ston, the organist. He says many of the musique are 
ready to starve, they being five years behind-hand for 
their wages: nay. Evens, the famous man upon the 
Harp, having not his equal in the world, did the other 
day die for mere want, and was fain to be buried at the 
almes of the parish, and carried to his grave in the dark 
at night without one linke, but that Mr. Hingston met 
it by chance, and did give 12d. to buy two or three links. 
Thence I up to the Lords' House to enquire for my 
Lord Bellassis; and there hear how at a conference 
this morning between the two Houses about the busi- 
ness of the Canary Company, my Lord Buckingham 
leaning rudely over my Lord Marquis Dorchester,^ my 
Lord Dorchester removed his elbow. Duke of Buck- 
ingham asked him whether he was uneasy ; Dorchester 
replied, yes, and that he durst not do this were he any 
where else: Buckingham replied, yes he would, and 
that he was a better man than himself; Dorchester said 
that he lyed. With this Buckingham struck off his 
hat, and took him by his periwigg, and puUed it aside, 
and held him. My Lord Chamberlain and others inter- 
posed, and, upon coming into the House, the Lords did 
order them both to the Tower, whither they are to go 

* Henry Fierrepont, second Earl of Kingston, created Marquis 
of Dorchester, 1645. Ob. 1680. See an account of this quarrel 
in Lord Glarendon*s Life. 
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this afternoon. I down into the Hall, and there the 
Lieutenant of the Tower took me with him, and would 
have me to the Tower to diimer ; where I dined at the 
head of his table, next his lady, who is comely and 
seeming sober and stately, but very proud and very 
cunning, or I am mistaken, and wanton, too. This day's 
work will bring the Lieutenant of the Tower £350. 
Thence home, and upon Tower Hill saw about 3 or 400 
seamen get together ; and one, standing upon a pile of 
bricks, made his sign, with his handkercher, upon his 
stick, and called all the rest to him, and several shouts 
they gave. This made me afraid ; so I got home as 
fast as I could. But by and by Sir W. Batten and Sir 
S. Ford do tell me, that the seamen have been at some 
prisons, to release some seamen, and the Duke of Albe- 
marle is in armes, and all the Guards at the other end 
of the town ; and the Duke of Albemarle is gone with 
some forces to Wapping, to quell the seamen ; which is 
a thing of infinite disgrace to us. I sat long talking 
with them ; and, among other things. Sir R. Ford did 
make me understand how the House of Commons is a 
beast not to be understood, it being impossible to know 
beforehand the success almost of any small plain thing, 
there being so many to think and speak to any busi- 
ness, and they of so uncertain minds and interests and 
passions. He did tell me, and so did Sir W. Batten, 
how Sir Allen Brodericke and Sir Allen Apsly did 
come drunk the other day into the House, and did 
both speak for half an hour together, and could not be 
either laughed, or pulled, or bid to sit down and hold 
their peace, to the great contempt of the King's servants 
and cause; which I am grieved at. with all my heart. 
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20th. Home to dinner^ where was Baity come^ who 
is well again. Here dined with me ako Mrs. Batters, 
poor woman I now left a sad widow by the drowning 
of her husband the other day. I pity her, and will do 
her what kindness I can. Out with Baity, setting him 
down at the Maypole,* in the Strand. 

21 St. I spent all the afternoon inputting some things, 
pictures especially, in order, and pasting my Lady 
Castlemaine's print on a frame, which I have made 
handsome, and is a iine piece. 

22nd. News from Hogg that our shipp hath brought 
in a Lubecker to Portsmouth, likely to prove prize, of 
deals. 

23d. (Lord's-day.) To church, where a vain fellow 
with a periwigg preached. Chaplain, as by his prayer 
appeared, to the Earle of Carlisle." 

24th. It being frost and dry, as far as Paul's, and so 
back again through the City by Guildhall, observing 
the ruins thereabouts, till I did truly lose myself. I 
this morning did buy me a pair of green spectacles, to 
see whether they will help my eyes or no. So to the 
'Change, and went to the Upper 'Change, which is 
almost as good as the old one ; only shops are but on 
one side. No news yet of our Gottenburgh fleet; 
which makes us have some fears, it being of mighty 

* The Maypole stood somewhat to the east of the ancient Cross, 
opposite to Chester Inn, close to the site of the church of St. Mary* 
le-Strand. In 1717, it was begged by Sir Isaac Newton, and re- 
moved to Wanstead, where it was used in raising the largest 
telescope then known. — Pennant's London, 

^ Charles Howard, created Earl of Carlisle 1661, employed on 
several Embassies, and Governor of Jamaica. Ob. 1684. 
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ooncemment to have our supply of masts safe. I met 
with Mr. Cade to-night, mj stationer ; and he tells me 
that he hears for certain that the Queene-Mother is 
about and hath near finished a peace with France, 
which, as a Presbyterian, he do not like, but seems to 
fear it will be a means to introduce Popery. 

25tlL (Christmas-day.) Lay pretty long in bed, and 
then rose, leaving my wife desirous to sleep, having 
sat up till four this morning seeing her maids make 
mince-pies. I to church, where our parson MiUs made 
a good sermon. Then home, and dined well on some 
good ribbs of beef roasted, and mince pies ; only my 
wife, brother, and Barker, and plenty of good wine of my 
own, and my heart fiill of true joy ; and thanks to God 
Almighty for the goodness of my condition at this day. 
After dinner, I begun to teach my wife and Barker my 
song, "It is decreed," which pleases me mightily. 
Walked alone on foot to the Temple, thinking to have 
seen a play all alone ; but there, missing of any bills, 
concluded there was none, and so back home ; and there 
with my brother reducing the names of all my books to 
an alphabet, and then to supper and to bed. 

26tL To the Duke's house, to a play. It was in- 
differently done, Gosnell not singing, but a new wench, 
that sings naughtily. Thence home, and there Mr. 
Andrews to the vyall, who plays most excellently on it. 
Then to dance, here being Penbleton come, by my wife's 
direction, and a fiddler; and we got, also, the elder 
Batelier to-night, and Nan Wright, and mighty merry 
we were, and danced; and so till twelve at night, and 
to supper, and then to cross purposes, mighty merry, 
and then to bed. 
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27th. Up ; and called up by the King's trumpets, 
which cost me lOs, By coach to the King's playhouse* 
and there saw "The Scornful Lady" well acted; Doll 
Conmion doing Abigail most excellently, and Knipp 
the widow very well, and will be an excellent actor, I 
think. In other parts the play not so well done as need 
be, by the old actors. This day a house or two was 
blown up with powder in the Minorys, and several 
people spoiled, and many dug out from imder the 
rubbish. 

28th. I to my Lord Crewe's, where I find and hear 
the news how my Lord's brother, Mr. Nathaniel Crewe, 
hath an estate of 6 or <£^700 per annum, left him by the 
death of an old acquaintance of his, but not akin to him 
at alL And this man is dead without will, but had, 
above ten years since, made over his estate to this 
Mr. Crewe, to him and his heirs for ever, and given 
Mr. Crewe the keeping of the deeds in his own hand all 
this time ; by which, if he would, he might have taken 
present possession of the estate, for he knew what they 
were. This is as great an action of confident firiendship 
as this latter age, I believe, can show. From hence to 
the Duke's House, and there saw " Macbeth" most ex- 
cellently acted, and a most excellent play for variety. 
I had sent for my wife to meet me there, who did come : 
so I did go to White HaU, and got my Lord Bel- 
lassis to get me into the playhouse ; and there, after 
all staying above an hour for the players, the King and 
all waiting, which was absurd, saw " Henry the Fifth" 
well done by the Duke's people, and in most excellent 
habit, all new vests, being put on but this night. But 
I sat so high and far off, that I missed most of the 
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words, and sat with a wind coming into my back and 
neck, which did much trouble me. The play continued 
till twelve at night ; and then up, and a most horrid 
eold night it was, and frosty, and moonshine. 

29tL Called up with news from Sir W. Batten that 
Hogg hath brought in two prizes more : and so I thither, 
and hear the particulars, which are good ; one of them, 
if prize, being worth «ie4,000: for which God be 
thanked! Then to the ofiice, and have the news 
brought us of Captain Kobinson's coming with his fleet 
from Gottenburgh : dispersed, though, by foul weather. 
But he hath light of five Dutch men-of-war, and taken 
three, whereof one is sunk ; which is very good news 
to close up the year with, and most of our merchant- 
men already heard of to be safely come home, though 
after long lookings-for, and now to several ports, aa they 
could make them. 

30th. (Lord's-day.) To churcL Here was a col- 
lection for the sexton ; but it come into my head why 
we should be more bold in making the coUection while 
the psalm is singing, than in the sermon or prayer. 

31st. To my accounts, wherein, at last, I find them 
clear and right ; but, to my great discontent, do find 
that my gettings this year have been d£^573 less than 
my last : it being this year in all but 1^2,986 ; whereas, 
the last, I got d£?3,560. And then again my spendings 
this year have exceeded my spendings the last by dP644 : 
my whole spendings last year being but £509 ; whereas 
this year, it appears, I have spent ^1,154, which is a 
sum not fit to be said that ever I should spend in one 
year, before I am master of a better estate than I am. 
Yet, blessed be God I and I pray God make me thank- 



1666-7.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 889 

fill for it, I do find myself worth in money, all good, 
above de6,200; which is above ^1,800 more than I 
was the last year. Thus ends this year of publick 
wonder and mischief to this nation, and, therefore, 
generally wished by all people to have an end. Myself 
and family well, having four maids and one clerk, Tom, 
in my house, and my brother, now with me, to spend time 
in order to his preferment. Our health all well, publick 
matters in a most sad condition ; seamen discouraged 
for want of pay, and are become not to be governed : 
nor, as matters are now, can any fleet go out next year* 
Our enemies, French and Dutch, great, and grow more 
by our poverty. The Parliament backward in raising, 
because jealous of the spending of the money; the City 
less and less likely to be built again, every body settling 
elsewhere, and nobody encouraged to trade. A sad, 
vicious, negligent Court, and all sober men there fear- 
fiil of the ruin of the whole kingdom this next year ; 
from which, good God deliver us ! One thing I reckon 
remarkable in my own condition is, that I am come to 
abound in good plate, so as at all entertainments to be 
served wholly with silver plates, haviQg two dozen and 
a half. 

1666-7. 

January 1st. Lay long, being a bitter, cold, frosty 
day, the frost being now grown old, and the Thames 
covered with ice. 

2d. My wife up, and with Mrs. Pen to walk in the 
fields to frost-bite themselves. I find the Court full of 
great apprehensions of the French, who have certainly 
shipped landsmen, great numbers at Brest ; and most 
of our people here guess his design for Ireland. We 

VOL. III. * B B 
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have orders to send all the ships we can possible to the 
Downes, every day brmging m news of new mutinies 
among the seamen ; so that our condition is like to be 
very miserable. Mr. George Montagu tells me of the 
King displeasing the House of Commons by evading 
their Bill for examining Accounts^ and putting it into 
a Conmiission^ though therein he hath left out Coventry 

and S and named all the rest the Parliament 

named, and all country Lords, not one Courtier: this 
do not please them. He finds the enmity almost over 
for my Lord Sandwich. Up to the Painted Chamber, 
and there heard a conference between the House of 
Lords and Commons about the Wine Patent ; which I 
was exceeding glad to be at, because of my hearing 
exceeding good discourses, but especiaUy from the 
Commons ; among others, Mr. Swinfen, and a young 
man, one Sir Thomas Meres :^ and do outdo the Lords 
infinitc^ly. Alone to* the King's House, and there saw 
"The Custom of the Country," the second time of 
its being acted, whereia Knipp does tiie Widow well ; 
but, of all the plays that ever I did see, the worst — 
having neither plot, language, nor any thing in the 
earth that is acceptable ; only Knipp sings a song admi- 
rably. 

3rd. By invitation to dinner to Sir W. Pen's, where 
my Lord Brouncker, Sir W. Batten, and his lady, my- 
self, and wife. Sir J. Minnes, and Mr. Turner. Lidif- 
fereut merry, to which I contributed the most, but a 
mean dinner, and in a mean manner. This day, I hear, 

1 A blank in the MS. 

^ M.P. for Lincoln, made a Commissioner 6f the Admiralty, 
1679. 
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hath been a conference between the two Houses 
about the BiU for examming Accounts, wherein the 
House of Lords their proceedings in petitioning the 
£jng for doing it by Commission are, in great heat, 
voted by the Commons, after the conference, unparlia- 
mentary. 

4tL Comes our company to dinner; my Lord 
Brouncker, Sir W. Pen, his lady, and Pegg, and her 
servant, Mr. Lowther. I had good room for ten, 
and no more would my table have held well, had Sir 
J. Minnes, who had fallen lame, and his sister, and niece, 
and Sir W. Batten come, which was a great content to 
me to be without them. I did make them all gaze to 
see themselves served so nobly in plate, and a neat 
dinner, indeed, though but of seven dishes. My Lady 
Batten home, her ague-fit coming on her at table. At 
night to sup, and then to cards ; and, last of all, to have 
a flaggon of ale and apples, drunk out of a wood cup, 
as a Christmas draught, which made all merry ; and 
they full of admiration at my plate. Mr. Lowther a 
pretty gentleman, too good for Peg. Sir W. Pen was 
much troubled to hear the song I sung, " The New 
Droll" — ^it touching him home. 

5tL With my wife to the Duke's house, and there 
saw ** Mustapha," a most excellent play. 

6th. (Lord's day.) To church, where a dull doctor, 
a stranger, made a dull sermon. Young Michell and 
I, it being an excellent frosty day, did walk out. He 
shewed me the baker's house in Pudding Lane, where 
the late great fire begun : and thence all along Thames 
Street, where I did view several places, and so up by 
London Wall, by Blackfriars, to Ludgate ; and thence 

bb2 
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to Bridewell^ which I find to have been heretofore an 
extraordinary good house, and a fine coming to it, before 
the house by the bridge was built; and so to look 
about St Bride's church and my father's house, and so 
walked home. 

7th. Lord Brouncker tells me that my Lady Denham 
is at last dead. Some suspect her poisoned, but it will 
be best known when her body is opened to-day, she 
dying yesterday morning. The Duke of York is 
troubled for her ; but hath declared he will never have 
another public mistress again ; which I shall be glad of, 
and would the King would do the like. : He teUs me how 
the Parliament is grown so jealous of the King's being 
unfayre to them in the business of the Bill for exa- 
mining Accounts, Irish Bill, and the business of the 
Papists, that they will not pass the business for money- 
till they see themselves secure that those Bills will pass ; 
which they do observe the Court to keep off till all the 
Bills come together, that the King may accept what he 
pleases, and what he pleases to object to. He tells me 
how Mr. Henry Howard, of Norfolke, hath given our 
Royal Society all his grandfather's library : which noble 
gift they value at <£ 1,000; and gives them accommo- 
dation to meet in at his house, Arundell House, they 
being now disturbed at Gresham College. To the 
Duke's house, g-nd saw " Macbeth," which, though I 
saw it lately, yet appears a most excellent play in all 
respects, but especially in divertisement, though it be 
a deep tragedy; which is a strange perfection in a 
tragedy, it being most proper here, and suitable. 

8tL My uncle Thomas with me to receive his quar- 
terage. He tells me his son Thomas is ^t up in 
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Smithfield^ where he hath a shop^I suppose^ a booth. 
Saw the catalogue of my books, which my brother hath 
wrote out, now perfectly alphabeticall. 

9tL In a hackney-coach to White Hall, the way 
being most horribly bad upon the breaking up of the 
frost, so as not to be passed almost. I do hear, by my 
Lord Brouncker, that for certain Sir W. Coventry 
hath resigned his place of Commissioner ; which I be- 
lieve he hath done upon good grounds of security to 
himself, from all the blame which must attend our office 
this next year ; but I fear the Eang will suJBfer by it. 
Thence to Westminster Hall, and there to the con- 
ference of the Houses about the word "Nuisance,'* 
which the Commons would have, and the Loi'ds will 
not, in the Irish Bill. The Commons do it professedly 
to prevent the King's dispensing with it; which Sir 
Bobert Howard and others did expressly repeat often : 
viz., " that no Bang ever could do any thing which was 
hurtful to his people." Now the Lords did argue, that 
it was an ill precedent, and that which will ever here- 
after be used as a way of preventing the King's dispen- 
sation with acts ; and therefore rather advise to pass 
the Bill without that word, and let it go accompanied 
with a petition to the King, that he will not dispense 
with it; this being a more civil way to the King. 
They answered well, that this do imply that the King 
should pass their Bill, and yet with design to dispense 
with it ; which is to suppose the King guilty of abusing 
them. And more, they produce precedents for it; 
namely, that against new buildings, and about leather, 
where the word ** Nuisance" is used to the purpose : 
and further, that they do not rob the King of any right 
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he ever had, for he never had a power to do hurt to his 
people, nor would exercise it ; and therefore there is no 
danger, in the passing this Bill, of imposing on his pre- 
rogative ; and concluded, that they think they ought to 
do this, so as the people may really have the benefit of 
it when it is passed, for never any people could expect 
so reasonably to be indulged something from a King, 
they having already giyen him so much money, and are 
likely to give more. Thus they broke up, both ad- 
hering to their opinions; but the Commons seemed 
much more full of judgment and reason than the Lords. 
Then the Commons made their Report to the Lords of 
their vote, that their Lordships' proceedings in the 
Bill for examining Accounts were unparliamentary ; 
they having, while a Bill was sent up to them from the 
Commons about the business, petitioned his. Majesty 
that he would do the same thing by his Commission. 
They did give their reasons : viz., that it had no prece- 
dent ; that the King ought not to be informed of any- 
thing passing in the Houses till it comes to a Bill; that 
it will wholly break off all correspondence between the 
two Houses, and in the issue whoUy infringe the very 
use and being of Parliaments. Thence to Faythome, 
and bought a head or two ; one of them my Lord of 
Ormond's, the best I ever saw. To Arundell House^ 
where first the Royal Society meet, by the favour of 
Mr. Harry Howard, who was there. And here was a 
great meeting of worthy noble persons ; but my Lord 
Brouncker, who pretended to make a congratulatory 
speech upon their coming hither, and great thanks to 
Mr. Howard, did do it in the worst manner in the 
world. 
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lltL Sir W. "Warren told me, how my Lord 
Broiincker should take notice of the two flaggons he 
saw at my house at dinner, at my late feast, and 
merrily, yet I know enviously, said, I could not come 
lionestly by them. This I am glad to hear, though 
vexed to see his ignoble soul, but I shall beware of 
him, and yet it is fit he should see I am no mean fellow, 
but can live in the world, and have something. 

14th. Busy till night, pleasing myself mightily to see 
what a deal of business goes off of a man's hands when he 
stays by it. Sir W. Batten tells me, the Lords do agree 
at last with the Commons about <the word ^^ Nuisance" 
in the Irish Bill, and do desire a good correspondence 
between the two Houses ; and that the King do intend 
to prorogue them the last of this month. 

15th. This afternoon, Knipp acts Mrs. Weaver's 
great part in " The Indian Emperour," * and is coming 
on to be a great actor. But I am so fell to my busi- 
ness, that I, though against my inclination, will not go. 

16th. Sir W. Coventry came to me aside in the 
Duke's chamber, to tell that he had not answered part 
of a late letter of mine, because littera scripta manet. 
About his leaving the office, he tells me, it is because 
he finds that his business at Court will not permit him 
to attend it ; and then he confesses that he seldom of 
late could come from it with satisfaction, and therefore 
would not take the Bang's money for nothing. I pro- 
fessed my sorrow for it, and prayed the continuance of 
his favour ; ^which he promised. I do believe he hath 
acted like a very wise man in reference to himself; but 

^ "The Indian Emperor," by J. Dryden, intended as a sequel 
to « Th^Inc^an Queen." 



STfr DIABY OF [16th Jan« 

I doubt It will prove ill for the King, and for the office. 
Prince B-upert, I hear, is very ill; yesterday given 
over, but better to-day. Then with the Duke of York 
to the King, to receive his conunands for stopping the 
sale this day of some prize-goods at the Prize-Office, fit 
for the Navy ; and received the Eang's conunands, and 
carried them to the Lords' House, to my Lord Ashly, 
who was angry much thereat, and I am sorry it fell to 
me to carry the order. So, against his will, he signed 
a note I writ to the Commissioners of Prizes, which I 
carried and delivered to Elngdone, at their new office in 
Aldersgate Streete. Sir Stephen Fox, among other 
things, told me his whole mystery in the business of 
the interest he pays as Treasurer for the Army. They 
give him I2d. per pound quite through the Army, with 
condition to be paid weekly. This he undertakes upon 
his own private credit, and to be paid by the King at 
the end of every four months. If the King pay him not 
at the end of every four months, then, for all the time he 
stays longer, my Lord Treasurer, by agreement, allows 
him eight per cent, per annum for the forbearance. 
So that, in fine, he hath about twelve per cent, from 
the Kmg and the Army, for fifteen or sixteen months' 
interest; out of which he gains soundly, his expense 
being about <f 130,000 per annum; and hath no trouble 
in it, compared, as I told him, to the trouble I must 
have to bring in an account of interest. After supper^ 
my wife told me how she had moved to W. Hewer the 
business of my sister for a wife to him, which he re- 
ceived with mighty acknowledgements, as she says, 
above anything ; but says he hath no intention to alter 
his condition: so that I am in some measure sony sh^ 
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ever moved it ; but I hope he will think it only come 
from her. Talk there is of a letter to come from 
Holland^ desiring a place of treaty ; but I do doubt it. 
This day I observe still, in many places, the smoking 
temains of the late fire: the ways mighty bad and 
dirty. This night Sir R. Ford told me how this day, 
at Christ Church Hospital, they have given a living of 
<£^200 per annum to Mr. Sanchy, my old acquaintance, 
which I wonder at, he commending him mightily ; but 
am glad of it. He tells me, too, how the famous Stilling- 
fleete was a Blue-coat boy. 

IStlu This morning come Captain Cocke to me, and 
tells me that the King comes to the House this day to 
pass the Poll Bill and the Irish Bill; and that, though 
the Faction is very froward in the House, yet all will 
end well there. But he says that one had got a Bill 
ready to present in the House against Sir W. Coventry, 
for selling of places, and says he is certain of it, and 
how he was withheld from doing it. He says, that the. 
Yice-chamberlaine is now one of the greatest men in 
EngLind again, and was he that did prevail with the 
King to let the Irish Bill go with the word " Nuisance." 
He told me, that Sir G. Carteret's declaration of giving 
double to any man that will prove that any of his 
people have demanded or taken any thing for forwarding 
the payment of the wages of any man, of which he sent 
us a copy yesterday, which we approved of, is set up, 
among other places, upon the House of Lords door. I do 
not know how wisely this is done. This morning, also, 
there come to the office a letter from the Duke of 
York, commanding overpayment of no wages to any of 
the mtister-mastera of the Fleet the last year, but only. 
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two, my brother Baity, taking notice that he had taken 
pains therein, and one Ward, who, though he had not 
taken so much as the other, yet had done more than the 
rest. At night I, by appointment, home, where 
W. Batelier and his sister Mary, and the two Mercers, 
to play at cards and sup, and did cut our great cake 
lately given us by Kussell: a very good one. Here 
very merry late. Sir W. Pen told me this night how^ 
the King did make them a very sharp speech in the 
House of Lords to-day, saying that he did expect to 
have had more Bills; that he purposes to prorogue 
them on Monday come se'nnight; that whereas they 
have unjustly conceived some jealousys of his making a 
peace, he declares he knows of no such thing or treaty : 
and so left them. But with so little effect, that as soon 
as he came into the House, Sir W. Coventry moved, 
that now the King hath declared his intention of pro- 
roguing them, it would be loss of time to go on with 
the thing they were upon, when they were called to the 
King, which was the calling over the defaults of Mem- 
bers appearing in the House ; for that, before any per- 
son could now come or be brought to town, the House 
would be up. Yet the Faction did desire to delay 
time, and contend so as to come to a division of the | 

House; where, however, it was carried, by a few 
voices, that the debate should be laid by. But this 
shows that they are not pleased, or that they have not 
any awe over them from the Bang's displeasure. 

19th. Sir W. Batten tells me, that at his coming to 
my Lord Ashly, yesterday morning, to tell him what 
prize-goods he would have saved for the Navy, and not 
sold, according to the King's order on the 17th, he feU 
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quite out with him in high terms ; and he says, too, that 
they did go on with the sale yesterday, even of the very 
hemp, and other things, at which I am astonished, and 
wiU never wonder at the mine of the King's affiurs, if 
this be suffered. 

20tL I was sorry to hear of the heat the House was 
in yesterday, about the ill management of the Navy ; 
though I think they were well answered, both by Sir 
G. Carteret and Sir W. Coventry, as he informs me 
of the substance of their speeches. I to church, and 
there, beyond expectation, find our seat, and all the 
church crammed, by twice as many people as used to 
be; and to my great joy find Mr. Frampton* in the 
pulpit ; and I think the best sermon, for goodness and 
oratory, without affectation or study, that ever I heard 
in my life. The truth is, he preaches the most like an 
apostle that ever I heard man ; and it was much the 
best time that I ever spent in my life at church. His 
text, Ecclesiastes xi., verse 8th — " But if a man live 
many years, and rejoice in them all, yet let him re- 
member the days of darkness, for they shall be many. 
All that Cometh is vanity." To Whitehall, and there 
walked in the Park, and a little to my Lord Chancel* 
lor's, where the King and Cabinet met, and there met 
Mr. Brisband, with whom good discourse, and there he 
did lend me " The Third Advice to a Paynter," a bitter 

^ Robert Frampton, a native of Pimpern, in Dorsetshire, edu- 
cated at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and afterwards a student 
of Christ Church, and Chaplain to a man-of-war. In 1673, he 
became Dean of Gloucester, and in 1680, Bishop of that See ; 
but, refusing to take the oaths of allegiance to William and Mary, 
he was deprived, and retired into private life. 



380. BIAEY OF [2l8t Jan; 

satyre upon the service of the Duke of Albemarle the 
last year.* I took it home with me, and will copy it, 
having the former. 

21st. To the Swede's-Resident's^ in the Piazza, to' 
discourse with him about two of our prizes. A cunning^ 
fellow. He lives in one of the great houses there, but 
ill-furnished ; and come to us out of bed in his furred 
mittens and furred cap. Up to the Lords' House, and 
there come mighty seasonably to hear the Solicitor 
about my Lord Buckingham's pretence to the title of 
Lord Rosse.' Mr. Attumy Montagu is also a good 
man, and so is old Sir P. Ball ; * but the Solicitor and 
Scroggs* after him are excellent men. To Deptford, 
and walked home, and there come into my company 

^ Sir John Denham^s name; is put to these poems, but they were 
supposed to have been written by Andrew Marvel; the printer 
being discovered, was sentenced to the pillory. 

^ Sir James Barkman Leyenburg, many years the Swedish 
Resident in this country. He is the person mentioned in p. 158, 
vol. i., as having in 1671 married the widow of Sir W. Batten. 

' The ancient barony of De Bos, created by writ in 1264, was 
carried, with Belvoir Castle and other great possessions, into the 
&mily of Manners, by the marriage of Eleanor, sister and heir of 
Edmund Lord de Bos, (who died in 1508) to Sir Bobert Manners. 
Katharine, only daughter and heir of Francis, sixth Earl of But- 
land, mamed, first, George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, and 
secondly, Bandal Macdonnel, Marquis of Antrim. On her death, 
the barony of De Bos was claimed by her son, the second Duke of 
Buckingham. He died without issue in 1687, and the barony re- 
mained in abeyance until the year 1806, when it was determined 
by the Crown in favour of Lady Henry Fitzgerald, the mother of 
the late and the present Lords de Bos. 

* Sir Peter Ball, the Queen's Attorney-General. 

^ Sir William Scroggs, King's Serjeant, 1669; afterwards Chief- 
Justice of the King's Bench- 



1666-7.] SAMUEL PEPYS. 881 

three drunken seamen^ but one especially^ who told me 
such stories^ calling me Captain^ as made me mighty 
merry, and they would leap and skip, and kiss what 
maids they met all the way» I did at first give them 
money to drink, lest they should know who I was, and 
so become troublesome to me. This night, at supper, 
comes from Sir W. Coventry the Order of Councill for 
my Lord Brouncker to do all the Comptroller's part re- 
lating to the Treasurer's accounts, and Sir W. Pen, all 
relating to the Victualler's, and Sir J. Minnes to do 
the rest. This, I hope, will do much better for the 
King, and, I think, will give neither of them ground 
to over-top me, as I feared they would ; which pleases 
me mightily. This evening, Mr. Wren and Captain 
Cocke called upon me at the office, and there told me 
how the House was in better temper to-day, and hath 
passed the Bill for the remainder of the money, but not 
to be passed finally till they have done some other 
things which they will have passed with it ; wherein 
they are very open, what their meaning is, which was 
but doubted before, for they do in all respects doubt 
the King's pleasing them. 

23rd. To St. James's, to see the organ Mrs. Turner 
told me of the other night, of my late Lord Aubigney's ; 
and I took my Lord Brouncker with me^ he b 3ing ac- 
quainted with my present Lord Almoner, Mr. Howard,* 
brother to the Duke of Norfolke ; so he and I did see 
the organ, but I do not like it, it being but a bauble, with 

* Philip Howard, Lord Almoner to Queen Catherine, and third 
son of Henry Howard, Earl of Arundel, who died in 1652.. He 
was made a. Cardinal hy Clement X. in 1675, and died at Rome in, 
1694. He was generally styled the Cai:dinal of Norfolk. 
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a virginal joining to it : so I shall not meddle with it. 
The Ahnoner seems a good-natured gentleman : here I ob- 
served the deske which he hath^ [made] to remove, and is 
fastened to one of the firmes of his chayre. I do also 
observe the counterfeit windows there was, in the form 
of doors with looking-glasses instead of windows, which 
makes the room seem both bigger and lighter, I think ; 
and I have some thoughts to have the like in one of 
my rooms. He discoursed much of the goodness of the 
musique in Kome, but could not tell me how long 
musique had been in any perfection in that church, 
which I would be glad to know. He speaks much of 
the great buildings that this Pope, whom, in mirth to 
us, he calls Antichrist, hath done in his time. Away, 
and my Lord and I walking into the Park, I did ob- 
serve the new buildings : and my Lord, seeing I had a 
desire to see them, they being the place for the priests 
and fryers, he took me back to my Lord Almoner; 
and he took us quite through the whole house and 
chapel, and the new monastery, showing me most ex- 
cellent pieces in wax-worke : a crucifix given by a Pope 
to Mary Queene of Scotts, where a piece of the Cross 
is ; two bits set in the maimer of a cross in the foot of 
the crucifix : several fine pictures, but especially very 
good prints of holy pictures. I saw the dortoire* and 
the cells of the priests, and we went into one ; a very 
pretty Httle room, very clean, hung with pictures, set 
with books. The Priest was in his cell, with his hair 
clothes to his skin, bare-legged, with a sandall only on, 
and his little bed without sheets, and no feather-bed ; 
but yet, I thought, soft enough. His cord about his 

^ Dormitory. 
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middle ; but in so good company, KTing with ease, I 
thought it a very good life. A pretty library they 
have. And I was in the refectoire, where every man 
his napkin, knife, cup of earth, ^nd basin of the same ; 
and a place for one to sit and read while the rest are at 
meals. And into the kitchen I went, where a good 
neck of mutton at the fire, and other victuals boiling. 
I do not think they fared very hard» Their windows 
all looking into a fine garden and the Park ; and mighty 
pretty rooms alL I wished myself one of the Capuchins. 
So away with the Almoner in his coach, talking mer- 
rily about the difference in our religions, to White 
Hall, and there we left him.^ To take up my wife and 
Mercer, and to Temple Bar to the Ordinary, and had 
a dish of meat for them, they having not dined, and 
thence to the Bang's house, and there saw "The 
Humerous Lieutenant:" a silly play, I think; only 
the Spirit in it that grows very tall, and then sinks 
again to nothing, having two heads breeding upon one, 
and then Knipp's singing, did please us. Here, in a 
box above, we spied Mrs. Pierce ; aiid, going out, they 
called us, and so we staid for them; and Knipp took 
us all in, and brought to us Nelly,^ a most pretty 
woman, who acted the great part of Coelia to-day very 
fine, and did it pretty well : I kissed her, and so did 
my wife ; and a mighty pretty soul she is. We also 
saw Mrs. Ball, which is my little Boman-nose black girl, 
that is mighty pretty: she is usually called Betty. Knipp 
made us stay in a box and see the dancing preparatory 
to to-morrow for " The Goblins," a play of Suckling's,' 

* Nell Gwynne. 

^ Sir John Suckling, the poet 
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not acted these twenty-five years ; which was pretty ; 
and so away thence, pleased with this sight also, and 
specially kissing of NelL In our way home, we- find 
the Guards of horse in i;he street, and hear the occasion 
to be news that the seamen are in a mutiny ; which piit 
me into a great fiight; and, when I come home, I 
hear of no disturbance there of the seamen, but that 
one of them, being arrested to-day, others do go and 
rescue hinu 

. 24th. At the office, we were frighted with news of 
fire at Sir W. Batten's by a chimney taking fire, and it 
put me into much fear and trouble, but with a great 
many hands and pains it was soon stopped. I home, 
where most of my company come of this end of the 
town — Mercer and her sister, Mr. Batelier and Pem- 
bleton, my Lady Pen, and Pegg, and Mr. Lowther, 
but did not stay long, and I believe it was by Sir W^ 
Pen's order ; for they had a great mind to have staid, 
and also Captain Rolt. And anon, at about seven or 
eight o'clock, comes Mr. Harris, of the Duke's playhouse, 
and brings Mrs. Pierce with him, and also one dressed 
like a country-maid with a straw hat on ; and, at first, 
I could not tell who it was, though I expected Knipp r 
but it was she coming ofi* the stage just as she acted 
this day in " The Goblins ;" a merry jade. Now mjr 
house is full, and four fiddlers that play well. Harris 
I first took to my closet ; and I find him a very curious 
and understanding person in all pictures and other 
things, and a man of fine conversation ; and so is Rolt: 
So away with all my company down to the office, and 
there fell to dancing, and continued at it an hour or 
two, there coming Mrs. Anne Jones, a merchant's 
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daughter hard by, who dancea well, and all in mighty 
good humour, and danced with great pleasure; and 
then sung and then danced, and then sung many things 
of three voices — ^both Harris and Bolt singing their 
parts excellently. Among other things, Harris siuig 
his Irish song — ^the strangest in itself, and the prettiest 
sung by him, that ever I heard. Then to supper in 
the Office, a cold, good supper, and wondrous merry. 
Here was Mrs. Turner, also, and Mrs. Markham: 
after supper to dancing again and singing, and so con- 
tinued till ahnost three in the morning, and then, 
with extraordinary pleasure, broke up— only towards 
morning, Knipp fell a little ill, and so my wife home 
with her to put her to bed, and we continued dancing 
and singing; and, among other things, our Mercer 
unexpectedly did happen to sing an Italian song I know 
not, of which they two sung the other two parts — two 
that did almost ravish me, and made me in love with 
her more than ever with her singing. As late as it 
was, yet. Bolt and Harris would go home to-night, and 
walked it, though I had a bed for them ; and it proved 
dark, and a misty night, and very windy. The com- 
pany being all gone to their homes, I up with Mrs. 
Pierce to Knipp, who was in bed ; and we waked her, 
and sung a song, and then left my wife to see Mrs. 
Pierce in bed to her, in our best chamber, and so to 
bed myself, my mind mightily satisfied: only the 
musique did not please me, they Qot being contented 
with less than 30«. 

25tlL This afternoon I saw the Poll Bill, now printed ; 
wherein I do fear I shall be very deeply concerned, 
being to be taxed for all my offices, and then for my 

VOL. IIL c C 
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money that I liaye5 and my title^ as well as my head. 
It is a very great tax ; but yet I do think it is so per^ 
plexed, it will hardly ever be collected duly. The late 
invention of Sir G. Downing's is continued of bring- 
ing all the money into the Exchequer; and Sir G. 
Carteret's three pence is turned for all the money of 
this act into but a penny per pound, which I am sorry 
for. This day, the House hath passed the Bill for the 
Assessment ; which I am glad of; and also our little 
Bill, for giving any of us in the office the power of 
jjustice of peace, is done as I. would have it. 

27th. To Sir Philip Warwick, by appointment, to 
meet Lord Bellaseis, and up to his chamber, but find 
him unwillifl^ to discourse of business on Sundays : so 
did BOf enlarge. Went down and ^at in a low room, 
reading " Erasmus de Scribendis Epistolis," a very good 
book, especially one letter of advice to a courtier most 
true and good, which made me once resolve to tear 
out the two leaves that it was writ in, but I forbore it. 
Koger Pepys and I to walk in the Pell Mell. I find 
by him that the House of ParUament continues full of 
ill humours ; and do say how, in their late Poll BiU, 
which cost so much time, the yeomanry, and indeed 
two-thirds of the nation, are left oiit to be taxed, that 
there is not effectual provision enough made for col- 
lection of the money ; and then, that after a man his 
goods are distrained and sold, and the overplus returned, 
I am to have ten days to make my complaints of being 
over-rated if there be cause, when my goods are sold* 
and that is too late. These things they are resolved to 
look into again, and mend them before they rise, which 
they expect at furthest on Thursday next. Here we 
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met with Mr. May,* and he and we to talk of several 
things^ of building, and such like matters. Walked to 
White Hall, and there I showed my cosen Roger the 
Duchesse of York sitting in state, whUe her own mother 
stands by her ; and my Lady Castlemaine, whom he 
approves to be very handsome, and wonders that she 
cannot be as good within as she is fair without. Her 
little black boy come by him ; and, a dog being in his 
way, the little boy swore at the dog : *^ How," says he, 
blessing himself, "would I whip this child till the blood 
come, if it were my child !" and I believe he would. 
But he do by no means like the liberty of the 
Court, and did come with expectation of finding them 
playing at cards to-night, though Sunday 5 for such 
stories he is told, but how true I know not. My 
wife tells me Mr. Frampton* is gone to sea, and so 
she lost her labour to-day in thinking to hear him 
preach. 

28th. To Westminster, where I spent the morning 
at the Lords' House door, to hear the conference be- 
tween the two Houses about my Lord Mordaunt, of 
which there was great expectation, many hundreds 
of people coming to hear it. But, when they come, 
the Lords did insist upon my Lord Mordaunt's having 
leave to sit upon a stool uncovered within their barr, 
and that he should have counsel, which the Commons 
would not suffer, but desired leave to report their Lord- 
ships' resolution to the House of Commons; and so 
parted for this day, which troubled me, I having by this 
means lost the whole day. Here I hear from Mr. 

^ Hugh May. 

^ See note, p. 379 ante. 

C C2 
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Hayes that Prince Rupert is very bad still, and so bad, 
that he do now yield to be trepanned. Much work I 
find there is to do in the two Houses in a little time, 
and much difference there is between them in many 
things to be reconciled ; as in the bill for examining 
oiir accounts, Lord Mordaunt's bill for building the 
city, and several others; The goldsmith home with me, 
and I paid him j?15 15s9 for my silver standish. He 
tells me gold holds up its price still, and did desire 
me to let him have what old 20*. pieces I have, and 
he would give me 3*. 2d. change for each. Comes 
Mr. Gauden at my desire to me, and to-morrow I shalt 
pay him some money, and shall see what present he 
wiU make me, the hopes of which do make me part 
with my money out of my chest, which I should not 
otherwise do. After supper and reading a little, and 
my wife's cutting off my hair short, which is grown too 
long upon my crown of my head, I to bed. 

29th. To the office, where Sir W. Pen and I look 
much askewe one upon another, though afterward busi- 
ness made us speak friendly enough, but yet we hate 
pne another. Sir W. Batten come to me, and tells me 
that there is news upon the Exchange to-day, that my 
Lord Sq.ndwich's coach and the French Embassador's 
at Madrid, meeting and contending for the way, they 
shot my Lord's postillion and another man dead ; and 
that we have killed 25 of theirs, and that my Lord 
is well. How true this is I cannot telL Comes 
Mrs. Turner to me, to make her complaint of her sad 
usage from ray Lord Brouncker, that he thinks much 
she hath not already got another house, though he him- 
self bath employed h^x night and day ever since his first 
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naming of the matter, to make part of her house ready 
for him, as he ordered, and promised she should stay till 
she had fitted herself; by which I perceive he is a 
rotten-hearted, false man, and, therefore, I must beware 
of him accordingly, I did pity the woman, and gave 
her the best council I could ; and so, falling to other 
discourse, I made her laugh and merry, as sad as she 
come to me ; so that I perceive no passion in a woman 
can be lasting long. 

30th. Fast-day for the Bang's death. At night, it 
being a little moonshine and fair weather, into the 
garden, and with Mercer sang till my wife put me in 
mind of its being a fast-day ; and so I was sorry for it, 
and stopped, and home to cards. 

31st. Mr. Osborne comes from Mr. Gauden, and 
takes money and notes for .f 4,000, and leaves me ac- 
knowledgment for d£^4,800 and odd ; implying as if 
D. Grauden would give the ^£^800 between Povy and 
myself, but how he will divide it I know not. The 
Parliament is not yet up, being finishing some bills. 
Thus the month ends : myself in very good health and 
"content of mind in my family. All our heads fiill in 
the office at this dividing of the Comptroller's duty. 
ParKament, upon breaking up, having given the King 
money with much ado, and great heats, and neither side 
pleased, neither King nor them. The imperfection of 
the Poll Bill, which must be mended before they rise, 
there being several horrible oversights to the prejudice 
of the King, is a certain sign of the care anybody hath 
of the King's business. Nobody knows who commands 
the fleet next year, or, indeed, whether we shall have 
a Fleet or no. Great preparations in Holland and 
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France, and the French have lately taken Antigo from 
us, which vexes us. 

February 1st. Much surprised to hear this day at 
Deptford that Mrs. Batters is going already to be mar* 
ried to him, that is now the Captain of her husband's 
ship. She seemed the most passionate mourner in the 
world. 

2nd. This night comes home my new silver snuffe- 
dish, which I do give myself for my closet. I am very 
well pleased this night with reading a poem I brought 
home with me last night from Westminster Hall, of 
Dryden's, upon the present war ; a very good poem. 

3d. To White Hall, and there to Sir W. Coventry's 
chamber, and there staid till he was ready, talking^ 
and among other things of the Prince's being trepanned, 
which was in doing just as we passed through the Stone 
Gallery, we asking at the door of his lodgings, and were 
told so. We are full of wishes for the good success ; 
though I dare say but few do really concern ourselves 
for him in our hearts. With others into the House, and 
there hear that the work is done to the Prince in a few 
minutes without any pain at all to him, he not knowing 
when it was done. It was performed by Moulins. 
Having cut the outward table, as they call it, they find 
the inner all corrupted, so as it come out without any 
force ; and their fear is, that the whole inside of his 
head is corrupted like that, which do yet make them 
afraid of him ; but no ill accident appeared in the doing 
of the thing, but all with all imaginable success, as Sir 
Alexander Frazier did tell me himself, I asking him, 
who is very kind to me. To Sir G. Carteret's to dinner; 
and before dinner he tells me that he believes the Duke 
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of York will go to sea with the fleet, which I am sorry 
for in respect to his person, but yet there is no person 
in condition to command the fleet, now the Captains 
are grown so great, but him. By and by to dinner, 
where very good company. Among other discourse, we 
talked much of Kostradamus * his prophecy of these 
times, and the burning of the City of London, some of 
whose verses are put into Booker's* Almanack this 
year: and Sir G. Carteret did tell a story, how at his 
death he did make the town swear that he should neve^ 
be dug up, or his tomb opened, after he was buried; 
but they did after sixty years do it, and upon his breast 
they found a plate of brasse, saying what a wicked and 
unfaithful people the people of that place were, who 
after so many vows should disturb and open him such 
a day and year and hour ; which, if true, is very strange. 
Then we fell to talking of the burning of the City; and 
my Lady Carteret herself did tell us how abundance of 
pieces of burnt papers were cast by the wind as far as 
Cranbome ; and among others she took up one, or had 
one brought her to see, which was a little bit of paper 
that had been printed, whereon there remained no more 
nor less than these words : " Time is, it is done." Away 
home, and received some letters from Sir W. Coventry, 

^ Mchael Nostradamus, a physician and astrologer, bom in the 
diocese of Avignon, 1503. Amongst other predictions, he prO'* 
phesied the death of Henry n. of France, by which his reputation 
was increased. He succeeded also in rendering assistance io the 
inhabitants of Aiz, during the plague, by a powder of his own 
invention. He died at Salon, July, 1566. 

' John Booker, an eminent astrologer and writing-master aft 
Hadley. 
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touching the want of victuals to Kempthome's ^ fleet 
going to the Streights and now in the Downee: wluch 
did trouble .me, he saying that this disappointment 
might prove fatal; and the more, because Sir W. Co- 
ventry do intend to come to the office upon business 
to-morrow morning, and I shall not know whai answer 
to give him. Fell to read a little in Hakewill's apology,' 
and did satisfy myself mighty fair in the truth of the 
paying that the world do not grow old at all, but is in 
as good condition in all respects as ever it was as to 
nature. 

4th. D. Gauden did give me a good cordiall this 
morning, by telling me that he do give me five of the 
eight hundred pounds on his account remaining in my 
hands to myself, for the service I do him in my victual-^ 
ling business, and <£^100 for my particular share of the^ 
profits of my Tangier employment as Treasurer. When 
Sir W, Coventry did come, and the rest met, I did 
appear unconcerned, and did give him answer pretty 
satisfactory what he asked me ; so that I did get off this 
meeting without any ground lost. Soon as dined, my 
wife and I out to the Duke's playhouse, and there saw 
" Heraclius,"* an excellent play, to my extraordinary 

^ John Eempthome, a distinguished naval officer, afterwards 
knighted and made Commissioner at Portsmouth, which place he 
represented in Parliament. Oh. 1679. See some curious letters 
ahout his election in the Correspondence. 

^ *^ An Apology or Peclaration of the power and providence of 
God in the government of the world,'* hy George Hakewill, a 
learned divine. Oxford, 1627« The work was frequently re« 
printed. 

^ The translation of this play from Comeille, hy Lndovic Carlell, 
was printed in 1644, and, though intended for the sti^ was never 
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^x>ntent; and the more firom the house being yerj foJl^ 
and great company ; among others, Mrs. Stewart, very- 
fine, with her locks done up with puffes, as my wife 
calls them: and several other great ladies had their hair 
so, though I do not like it ; but my wife do mightily — 
but it is only because she sees it is the fashion. Here 
I saw my Lord Rochester and his lady, Mrs. Mallet, 
who hath after all this ado married him ; and, as I hear 
some say in the pit, it is a great act of charity, for he 
hath no estate. But it was pleasant to see how every 
body rose up when my Lord John Butler, the Duke of 
Ormond's son, come into the pit towards the end of the 
play, who was a servant to Mrs. Mallet, and now smiled 
upon her, and she on him. I had sitting next to me a 
woman, the Ukest my Lady Castlemaine that ever I saw 
anybody like another; but she is acquainted with every 
fine fellow, and called them by their name, Jacke, and 
Tom, and before the end of the play frisked to another 
place. Home, and to my chamber, and there finished 
my Catalogue of my books with my own hand. 

5th. Heard this morning that the Prince is much 
better, and hath good rest All the talk is that my 
Lord Sandwich hath perfected the peace with Spain; 
which is very good, if true. Sir H. Cholmly was with 
me this morning, and told me of my Lord Bellassis' 
base dealings with him by getting him to give him great 
gratuities to near ^2000 for his friendship in the 
business of the Mole, and hath been lately underhand 

acted ; another translation, doubtless the one here alluded to, the 
author of which is unknown, having been preferred by the 
performers on the first day fixed for the representation of Carlell*8 
play. — Biog, Dramt 
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endeavouring to bring another man into his place as 
Governor, so as to receive his money of Sir H. Cholmly 
for nothing. To the Bang's house, to see ** The 
Chances." ^ A good play I find it, and the actors most 
good in it ; and pretty to hear Knipp sing in the play 
very properly, "All night I weepe;" and sung it 
admirably. The whole play pleases me well : and most 
of all, the sight of many fine ladies — among others, my 
Lady Castlemaine and Mrs. Middleton : the latter of 
the two hath also a very excellent face and body, I 
think. Thence by coach to the New Exchange, and 
there laid out money, and I did give Betty Michell two 
pair of gloves and a dressing-box ; and so home in the 
dark, over the ruins, with a link, to the office. There 
come to me Mr. Young and Whistler, flagg-makers, 
and with mighty eameBtness did present me with, and 
press me to take a box, wherein I could not guess there 
was less than «£^100 in gold ; but I do wholly refuse it, 
and did not at last take it. The truth is, not thinking 
them safe men to receive such a gratuity from, nor 
knowing any considerable courtesy thai ever I did do 
them, but desirous to keep myself free from their re- 
ports, and to have it in my power to say I had refused 
their ofier. 

6tL To Westminster Hall, and walked up and down, 
and hear that the Prince do still rest well by day and 
night, and out of pain ; so as great hopes are conceived 
of him : though I did meet Dr. Gierke and Mr. Pierce, 
and they do say they believe he will not recover it, they 
supposing that his whole head within is eaten by this 
corruption, which appeared in this piece of the inner 
^ A Comedy, by the Duke of Buckingham. 



1666-7.] SAMUEL PEFTS. 395 

table. To White Hall, to attend the Council ; but they 
«at not to-day. So to Sir W. Coventry's chamber, and 
find him within, and with a letter from the Downes iii 
his hands, telling the loss of the St. Patricke coming 
from Harwich in her way to Portsmouth ; and would 
needs chase two ships, she having the Malago fire-ship 
in company, which from English colours put up Dutch, 
and he would dap on board the Vice- Admirall ; and 
after long dispute the Admirall comes on the other 
side of him, and both together took him. Our fire** 
ship (Seely) not coming in to fire all three, but come 
away, leaving her in their possession, and carried away 
by them : a ship built at Bristoll the last year, of fifty 
guns and upwards, and a most excellent good ship. 

7tL Talking with my brother upon matters relating 
to his journey to Brampton to-morrow, I looking another 
way, heard him fall down, and turned my head, and he 
was fallen down all along upon the ground dead, which 
did put me into a great fright ; and, to see my brotherly 
love ! I did presently lift him up from the ground^ he 
being as pale as death; and, being upon his legs, he did 
presently come to himself, and said he had something 
come into his stomach very hot. He knew not what it 
was, nor ever had such a fit before. To the office, late 
doing business, and then home, and find my brother 
pretty welL I did this night give him 20«. for books, 
and as much for his pocket, and IBs. to carry him down. 
Poor fellow I he is so melancholy, and withal, my wife 
says, harmless, that I begin to love him, and would be 
loth he should not do welL 

8th. This morning my brother John come up to my 
bedside, and took his leave of us. He gone, I up, and 
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to tlie office. Sir W. Batten come this morning from 
the House, where the King hath prorogued this Parliar 
ment to October next. I am glad they are up. The 
Bill for Accounts was not oflfered, the party being wil- 
ling to let it fall ; but the King did tell them he ex- 
pected it. They are parted with great heart-burnings, 
one party against the other. Pray God bring them 
hereafter together in better temper ! It is said that the 
King do intend himself in this interval to take away 
Lord Mordaunt's government,* so as to do something to 
appease the House against they come together; and let 
them see he will do that of his own accord which is fit, 
without their forcing him ; and that he will have his 
Commission for Accounts go on : which will be good 
things. At dinner we talked much of Cromwell ; all 
saying he was a brave fellow, and did owe his crowne 
he got to himself as much as any man that ever got one. 

9th. Read a piece of a play, "Every Man in his 
Humour,''^ wherein is the greatest propriety of speech 
that ever I read in my life : and so to bed. This noon 
come my wife's watch-maker, and received <f^l2 of me 
for her watch ; but Captain Kolt coming to speak with 
me about a little business, he did judge of the work to 
be very good, and so I am well contented. 

10th. (Lord's day.) To church, where Mr. Mills 

made an unnecessary sermon upon Original Sin, neither 

understood by himself nor the people. Home, where 

come Mr. Carter,* my old acquaintance of Magdalene 

College, who hath not been here of many years. He 

hath spent his time in the country with the Bishop of 

^ Windsor Castle. ' Ben Jon80n*s well-known play^ 

3 Thomas Carter, S. T. P., 1669. 
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Carlisle ' mucL He is grown a very comely person, 
and of good discourse, and one that I like very much. 
We had much talk of all our old acquaintance of the 
College, concerning their various fortunes ; wherein, to 
my joy, I met not with any that have sped better than 
myself. Mrs. Turner do tell me very odde stories how 
Mrs. Williams* do receive the applications of people, 
and hath presents, and she is the hand that receives all, 
while my Lord Brouncker do the business, 

11th. With Creed to Westminster HaU, and there 
up and down, and hear that Prince Bupert is still better 
and better; and that he did tell Dr. Troutbecke ex- 
pressly that my Lord Sandwich is ordered home. I 
hear, too, that Prince Rupert hath begged the having 
of all the stolen prize-goods which he can find, and that 
he is looking out anew after them, which at first troubled 
me ; but I do see it cannot come to anything, but is done 
by Hayes, or some of his little people about him. Here, 
among other news, I bought the King's speech at pro- 
roguing the House the other day, wherein are some 
words which cannot but import some prospect of a 
peace, which God send us ! 

12th. With my Lord Brouncker by coach to his 
house, there to hear some Italian musique : and here 
we met Tom Killigrew, Sir Robert Murray, and the 
Italian Signer Baptista,* who hath proposed a play in 

^ Dr. Bainbow. 

' Granger describes an engraved portrait by Cooper, after Lely, 
of the Lady (Mrs.) Williams, which, probably, represents the 
person so often mentioned in the Diary. 

' Giovanni Baptista Draghi, an Italian musician in the service 
of Queen Catherine, and a composer of merit. — Hawkins's History 
of Music, 
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Italian for the Opera, which T. Kllligrew do intend to 
have up; and here he did sing one of the acts. He 
himself is the poet as well as the musician ; which is 
very much, and did sing the whole from the words 
without any musique prickt, and played all along upon 
a harpsicon most admirably, and the composition most 
excellent. The words I did not understand, and so 
know not how they are fitted, but believe very well, 
and all in the recitative very fine. But I perceive there 
is a proper accent in every country's discourse, and that 
do reach in their setting of notes to words, which, there- 
fore, cannot be natural to any body else but them ; so 
that I am not so much smitten with it as, it may be, I 
should be, if I were acquainted with their accent. But 
the whole composition is certainly most excellent; and 
the poetry, T. KiUigrew and Sir R. Murray, who imder- 
stood the words, did say most excellent. I confess I 
was mightily pleased with the musique. He pretends 
not to voice, though it be good, but not excellent. This 
done, T. Killigrew and I to talk : and he tells me how 
the audience at his house is not above half so much as 
it used to be before the late fire. That Knipp is like 
to make the best actor that ever come upon the stage, 
she understanding so well : that they are going to give 
her <f 30 aryear more. That the stage is now by his 
pains a thousand times better and more glorious than 
ever heretofore. Now, wax-candles, and many of them ; 
then, not above 31b8 of tallow : now, all things civil, no 
rudeness anywhere ; then, as in a bear-garden : then, 
two or three fiddlers ; now, nine or ten of the best : 
then, nothing but rushes upon the ground, and every 
thing else mean ; now, all otherwise : then, the Queene 
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seldom and the King never woidd come ; now, not the 
King only for state, but all civil people do think they 
may come as well as any. He tells me that he hath 
gone several times, eight or ten times, he tells me, hen6e 
to Kome, to hear good musique ; so much he lov^s it, 
though he never did sing or play a note. That he hath 
ever endeavoured in the late King's time, and in this, to 
introduce good musique, but he never could do it, there 
never having been any musique here better than ballads. 
And says, " Hermitt poore" and " Chiny Chese" was all 
the musique we had; and yet no ordinary fiddlers get 
so much money as our's do here, which speaks our rude- 
nesse stilL That he hath gathered our Italians from 
several Courts in Christendome, to come to make a con- 
cert for the King, which he do give d£^200 a-year a-piece 
to : but badly paid, and do come in the room of keeping 
four ridiculous Gundilows, he having got the King to 
put them away, and lay out money this way; and 
indeed I do conunend him for it, for I think it is a very 
noble undertaking. He do intend to have some times 
of the year these operas to be performed at the two 
present theatres, since he is defeated in what he in- 
tended in Moorefields on purpose for it ; and he tells me 
plainly that the City audience was as good as the Court, 
but now they are most gone. Baptista tells me that 
Giacomo Charissimi is still alive at Bome, who was 
master to Vinnecotio, who is one of the Italians that 
the King hath here, and the chief composer of them. 
My great wonder is, how this man do to keep in memory 
so perfectly the musique of the whole act, both for the 
voice and the instrument, too. I confess I do admire it: 
but in recitativo the sense much helps him, for there is 
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but one proper way of discoursing and giving the ac-^ 
cents. Haying done our discourse, we all took coaches^ 
my Lord's and T. Killifinrew's, and to Mrs. Knipp's 
ciLber, where this ItauS is to teach her to sing her 
part. And so we all thither, and there she did sing an 
Italian song or two very fine, while he played the bass 
upon a harpsicon there ; and exceedingly taken I am 
with her singing, and believe that she will do miracles 
ft that and acting. Her little girl is mighty pretty and 
witty. 

13th. To the Duke of York, and there did our usual 
business ; but troubled to see that, at this time, after 
our declaring a debt to the Parliament of «f 900,000, 
and nothing paid since; but the debt encreased, and 
now the fleet to set out, to hear that the Eang hath 
ordered but .£*S5,000 for the setting out of the fleet, out 
of the Poll Bill, to buy all provisions, when five times 
as much had been little enough to have done any thing 
to purpose. They have, indeed, ordered more for pay- 
ing ofi* of seamen and the Yards to some time, but not 
enough for that neither. The Prince, I hear, is every 
day better and better. To Dr. Gierke's, by invitation^ 
Here was his wife painted, and her sister Worshipp, a 
widow now, and mighty pretty, in her mourning. Here 
was also Mr. Pierce and Mr. Floyd, Secretary to the 
Lords Commissioners of Prizes, and Captain Cooke to 
dinner, an ill and little mean one, with foul cloth and 
dishes, and everything poor. Discoursed most about 
plays and the Opera, where, among other vamties, Cap- 
tain Cooke had the arrogance to say that he was fain to 
direct Sir W. Davenant in the breaking of his verses 
into such and such lengths, according as would be fit 
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for musick, and how he used to swear at Davenant, and 
command him that way^ when W. Davenant would be 
angry, and find fault with this or that note — ^a vain 
coxcomb he is, though he sings and composes so well. 
Dr. . Gierke did say that Sir W. Davenant is no good 
judge of a dramatick poem, finding fault with his choice 
of Henry the 5th, and others, for the stage, when I do 
think, and he confesses, " The Siege of Rhodes,** as 
good as ever was writ. Cooke gone. Dr. Gierke feU to 
reading a new play, newly writ, of a Mend's of his ; but, 
by his discourse and confession afterwards, it was his 
own. Some things, but very few, moderately good, 
but infinitely far from the conceit, wit, design, and 
language of very many plays that I know ; so that, but 
for compliment, I was quite tired with hearing it. 
There w^as a very great disorder this day at the Ticket 
Office, to the beating and bruising of the face of Gar- 
casse very much. A foul evening this was to-night, 
and I mightily troubled to get a coach home ; and, 
which is now my common practice, going over the 
ruins in the night, I rid with my sword drawn in the 
coach. 

14tb. To the office, where Garcasse comes with his 
plaistered face, and called himself Sir W. Batten's 
martyr, which made W. Batten mad almost, and mighty 
quarrelling there was. By coach to my Lord Ghan- 
cellor's, and there a meeting : the Duke of York, Duke 
of Albemarle, and several other Lords of the Gom- 
mission of Tangier. And there I did present a state of 
my accounts, and managed them well ; and my Lord 
Ghancellor did say, though he was, in other things, in 
an ill humour, that no man in England was of more 

VOL. III. D D 
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method, nor made himself better understood, than 
myself. But going, after the business of money was 
over, to other businesses, of settling the garrison, he 
did fling out, and so did the Duke of York, two or three 
severe words touching my Lord Bellassis: that he 
would have no Governor come away from thence in less 
than three years ; no, though his lady were with child. 
*^ And," says the Duke of York, ^^ there should be no 
Governor continue so, longer than three years." — 
"And," says Lord Arlington, "when our rules are 
once set, and upon good judgment declared, no Governor 
should offer to alter them." " We must correct the many 
things that are amiss there ; for," says the Lord Chan- 
cellor, " you must think we do hear of more things amiss 
than we are willing to speak before our friends' faces." 
My Lord Bellassis would not take notice of their re- 
flecting on him, and did wisely. H. Cholmly and I to 
the Temple, and there walked in the dark in the walks 
talking of news ; and he surprises me with the certain 
news that the King did last night in Council declare 
his being in treaty with the Dutch: that they had sent 
him a very civil letter, declaring that, if nobody but 
themselves were concerned, they would not dispute the 
place of treaty, but leave it to his choice ; but that^ 
being obliged to satisfy therein a Prince of equal quality 
with himself, they must except any place in England 
or Spain. Also the King hath chosen the Hague, and 
thither hath chose my Lord Hollis and Harry Coventry 
to go Embassadors to treat ; which is so mean a thing 
9,s all the world will believe, that we do go to beg a 
peace of them, whatever we pretend. And it seems all 
our Court are mightily for a peace, taking this to be 
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the time to make one while the Eang hath money, that 
he may save something of what the Parliament hath 
given him to put him out of debt, so as he may need 
the help of no more Parliaments, as to the point of 
money : but our debt is so great, and expence daily so 
encreased, that I believe little of the money will be 
saved between this and the making of the peace up. 
But that which troubles me most is, that we have 
chosen a son of Secretary Morris, a boy never used to 
any business, to go Secretary to the Embassy. This 
morning come up to my wife's bedside, I being up dress- 
ing myself, little Will Mercer to be her Valentine ; and 
brought her name writ upon blue paper in gold letters, 
done by himself, very pretty ; and we were both well 
pleased with it. But I am also this year my wife's 
Valentine, and it will cost me £5 ; but that I must 
have laid out if we had not been Valentines. 

15tL Pegg Pen is married this day privately : no 
friends, but two or three relations of his and her's. 
Borrowed many things of my kitchen for dressing their 
dinner. This wedding, being private, is imputed to its 
being just before Lent, and so in vain to make new 
clothes till Easter, that they might see the fashions as 
they are like to be this summer; which is reason good 
enough. Mrs. Turner tells me she hears Sir W. Pen 
gives -^4,500, or ^^4,000, with her. 

16th. To my Lord Brouncker's, and there was Sir 
Bobert Murray, a most excellent man of reason and 
learning, and understands the doctrine of musique, and 
everything else I could discourse of, very finely. Here 
come Mr. Hooke, Sir (jreorge Ent, Dr. Wren, and 
many others ; and by and by the musique, that is to 

dd2 
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say, Signior Yincentio,^ who is the master-composer, 
and six more, whereof two eunuches, so tall, that Sir 
T. Harvy said well that he believes they do grow large 
as our oxen do, and one woman very well dressed and 
handsome enough, but would not be kissed, as Mr. 
Killigrew, who brought the company in, did acquaint 
us. They sent two harpsicons before ; and by and by, 
after tuning them, they began ; and, I confess, very 
good musique they made ; that is, the composition ex- 
ceeding good, but yet not at all. more pleasing to me 
than what I have heard in EngUsh by Mrs. Knipp, 
Captain Cooke, and others. Their justness in keeping 
time by practice much before any that we have, tmless 
it be a good band of practised fiddlers. I find that 
Mrs. Pierce's little girl is my Valentine, she having 
drawn me : which I was not sorry for, it easing me of 
something more that I must have given to others. But 
here I do first observe the fashion of drawing of mottos 
as well as names ; so that Pierce, who drew my wife, 
did draw also a motto, and this girl drew another for 
me. What mine was I have forgot ; but my wife's was, 
^^Most courteous and most fair ;" which, as it may be 
used, or an anagram made upon each name, might be 
very pretty. One wonder I observed to-day, that there 
was no musique in the morning to call up our new« 
married people ; which is very mean, methinks. 

17th. To my Lord Chancellor's, where I met with, 
and had much pretty discourse with, one of the Kogers's 
that knew me ; and it was pretty to bear him tell me, 
of his own accord, as a matter of no shame, that in 
Spain he had a pretty woman, his mistress, whom, when 
^ Perhaps, the person called Yinnecotia, p. 399^ ante. 
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money grew scarce with him, he was forced to leave, 
and afterwards heard how she and her husband lived 
well, she being kept by an old fryer; but this, says he, 
is better than as our ministers do, who have wives that 
lay up their estates, and do no good nor relieve any 
poor — ^no, not our greatest prelates. Staid till the 
council was up, and attended the King and Duke of 
York round the Park, and was asked several questions 
by both ; but I was in pain lest they should ask me 
what I could not answer ; as the Duke of York did 
the value of the hull of the St. Patrick lately lost 
which I told him I could not presently answer; though 
I might have easily furnished myself to answer all those 
questions. They stood a good while to see the ganders 
and geese in the water. At home, by appointment, 
comes Captain Cocke to me, to talk of State matters 
and about the peace; who told me that the whole 
business is managed between Kevet, Burgomaster, of 
Amsterdam, and my Lord Arlington, who hath, through 
his wife* there, some interest. We have proposed the 
Hague, but know not yet whether the Dutch will like it ; 
or, if they do, whether the French will. We think we 
shall have the help of the information of their affairs 
and state, and the helps of the Prince of Orange his 
faction : but, above all, that De Witt, who hath all this 
while said he cannot get peace, his mouth will now be 
stopped, so that he will be forced to offer fit terms, for 
fear of the people ; and, lastly, if France or Spain do 
not please us, we are in a way presently to clap up a 
peace with the Dutch, and secure thenu But we are 
also in treaty with France, as he says : but it must be to 

* See ante^ p« d37» note. 
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the excluding our alliance with the King of Spain or 
House of Austria : which we do not know presently 
what will be determined in. He tells me the Vice- 
chamberlaine is so great with the King that, let the 
Duke of York, and Sir W. Coventry, and this Office, 
do or say what they will, while the King lives. Sir Gr. 
Carteret will do what he will ; and advises me to be 
often with him, and eat and drink with him; and tells 
me that he doubts he is jealous of me, and was mighty 
mad to-day at our discourse to him before the Duke of 
York. But I did give him my reasons that the Office 
is concerned to declare that, without money, the King's 
work cannot go on. He assures me that Henry 
Brouncker is one of the shrewdest fellows for parts in 
England, and a dangerous man : that, while we want 
money so much in the Navy, the Officers of the Ordnance 
have at this day .^300,000 good in tallies, which they 
can command money upon : that Harry Coventry, who 
is to go upon this treaty with Lord Hollis, who, he con- 
fesses, to be a very wise man, into Holland, is a mighty 
quick, ready man ; but not so weighty as he should be, 
he knowing him so well in his drink as he do : that, 
unless the King do do something against my Lord 
Mordaunt and the Patents for the Canary Company 
before the Parliament next meets, he do believe there 
will be a civil war before there will be any more money 
given, unless it may be at their perfect disposal ; and 
that all things are now ordered to the provoking of the 
Parliament against they come next, and the spending 
the King's money, so as to put him into a necessity of 
having it at the time it is prorogued for, or sooner. 
This evening, going to the Queene's side* to see the 
^ Her Majesty's apartments, at Whitehall Palace. 
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ladies, I did find the Queene, the Duchesse of York, 
and another or two, at cards, with the room full of 
great ladies and men ; which I was amazed at to see on 
a Sunday, having not believed it ; but, coatrarilj, flatly 
denied the same a little while since to my cosen Roger 
Pepys. Going by water, read the answer to "The 
Apology for Papists,"* which did like me mightily. 

18tL To the King's house, to " The Mayd's Tra- 
gedy ;" but vexed all the while with two talking ladies 
and Sir Charles Sedley ; yet pleased to hear their dis- 
course, he being a stranger. And one of the ladies 
would, and did sit with her mask on, all the play, and, 
being exceeding witty as ever I heard woman, did talk 
most pleasantly with him ; but was, I believe, a virtuous 
woman, and of quality. He would fain know who she 
was, but she would not teU ; yet did give him many 
pleasant hints of her knowledge of him, by that means 
setting his brains at work to find out who she was, and 
did give him leave to use all means to find out who she 
was, but pulling off her mask. He was mighty witty, and 
she also making sport with him very inoffensively, that 
a more pleasant rencontre I never heard. But by that 
means lost the pleasure of the play wholly, to which 
now and then Sir Charles Sedley's exceptions against 
both words and pronouncing were very pretty. 

19th. At noon home, and there find old Mr. Michell 
and Hewlett come to desire mine and my wife's com- 
pany to dinner to their son's, and so away by coach with 
them, it being Betty's wedding-day a year, as also 
Shrove Tuesday. Here I made myself mighty merry, 
and a mighty pretty dinner we had in this little house,^ 

* See p. 350, ante. 
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to my exceeding great conteirt, and my wife's, and my 
heart pleased to see Betty. After dinner, I fell to read 
the Acts about the building of the dty again; and in- 
deed the laws seem to be yery good, and I pray God I 
may liye to see it built in that manner I This morning, 
I hear that our discourse <^ peace is all in the dirt; for 
the Dutch will not like of the peace, or at least Ihe 
French will not agree to it; so that I do wonder what 
we shall do, for carry on the war we cannot. 

20th. To White Hall, by the way observing Sir 
W. Pen's carrying a favour to Sir W. Coventry, for his 
daughter's wedding, and saying that there was others 
for usj when we will fetch them, which vexed me^ 
and I am resolved not to wear it when he <»d^r8 me 
one. His wedding hath been so poorly kept, that I am 
ashamed of it ; for a fellow that makes 8uc& a flutter 
as he do. When we come to the Duke of York here, 
I heard discourse how Harris of his play-house is sicky 
and everybody commends him, and, above all things, for 
acting the CardinaU. They talked how the King's vial-* 
lin. Bannister,^ is mad that the King hath a Frenchman 
come to be chief of some part of the King's musique, 
at which the Duke of York made great mirth. Then 
withdrew to his closet, where all our business, lack of 
money and prospect of the effects of it, such as made 
Sir W. Coventry say publickly before us all, that he do 

^ John Banister, who had been bred up, under his &ther,one of 
the Waits in St. Giles^s-in-the-Fields, was sent by Charles IL to 
France, for improvement; but, soon after his return, was dismissed 
the Eing*s service, for saying that the English violins were better 
than the French. He afterwards kept a music school in White- 
friars, and died in 1679. — Hawkins's Hist, of Music. 
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heartily wish that his Royal Highness had nothing to 
do in the Navy, whatever become of him; and much 
dishonour, he says, is likely to fall imder the managen 
ment of it. The Duke of York was angry, as much he 
could be, or ever I saw him, with Sir G. Carteret, for 
not paying the masters of some ships on Monday last, 
according to his promise. With the 'Chequer men, to 
the Leg, in King Street, and there had wine for them ; 
and there was one in company with them, that was the 
man that got the vessel to carry over the King from 
Bredhemson,^ who hath a pennon of ^200 per an^ 
nmn,' but ill paid, and the man is looking after getting 
of a prize-ship to live by ; but the trouble is, that this 
poor man, who hath received no part of his money 
these four years, and is ready to starve almost, must 
yet pay to the Poll Bill for this pension. He told me 
several particulars of the King's coming thither, which 
was mighty pleasant, and shows how mean a thing a 
king is, how subject to fall, and how like other men he 
is in his afflictions* I with Lord Bellassis, to the Lord 
Chancellor's. Lord Bellassis tells me how the King 
of 'France hath caused the stop to be made to our pro- 
position of treating in the Hague; that he being 
greater than they, we may better come and treat at 
Paris: so that God knows what will become of the 

^ Brighthelmstone. 

' Nicholas Tettersell, the master of a coal-brig, on board of 
t^hich Charles n. embarked, and was safely landed at Fecamp, in 
Normandy. The Captain, after the Restoration, brought the vessel 
up the Thames, and moored her opposite Whitehall, and procured 
an annuity of XI 00 by this expedient. He lies buried in the 
ehurchjard of St. Nicholas, Brighton, where an inscription to his 
memory may still be seen. 
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peace ! He tells me, too, as a gnmd secret, that he do 
belieye the peace o£fe]isiye and defenfflve between 
Spain and as is quite finished, bat most not be known, 
to prevent the Eang of France's presents &I]ing opon 
Flanders. He do belieye the Dnke of York will be 
made General of the Spanish armies there, and Grover- 
nor of Flanders, if the French should come against i1^ 
and we assist the Spaniard: that we haye done the 
Spaniard abondance of mischief in the West Indys, by 
oar priyateers at Jamaica, which they lament mightily, 
and I am sorry for it to haye it done at this time. By 
and by, come to my Lord Chancellor, who heard 
mighty quietly my comphunts for lack of money, and 
spoke mighty kind to me, but fittle hopea of help 
therein. 

21st. To the Office, where sat all the morning, and 
there a most ftirious conflict between Sir W. Pen and 
I, in few words, and on a sudden occasion, of no great 
moment, but very bitter and smart on one another, and 
so broke off, and to our business, my heart as full of 
spite as it could hold, for which God forgiye me and 
him ! At the end come witnesses on behalf of Mr. 
Carcasse ; but, instead of clearing him, I find they were 
brought to recriminate Sir W. Batten, and did it by 
oath yery highly, that made the old man mad, and, I 
confess, me ashamed, so that I caused all but ourselyes 
to withdraw, being sorry to haye such things declared 
in the open office, before 100 people. But it was done 
home, and I believe true, though W. Batten denies all, 
but is cruel mad, and swore one of them, he or Carcasse, 
should not continue in the Office, which is said like a 
fooL 
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22nd. All of us, that is to say. Lord Brouncker, 
J. MinneSy W. Batten, T. Harvy, and myself, to Sir 
W. Pen's house, where some other company. It is 
instead of a wedding dinner for his daughter, whom I 
saw in palterly clothes, nothing new but a bracelet that 
her servant had sniyenher, and nsly she is, as heart can 
wish. A sorry dinner, not lything handsome or 
dean, but some silver plates they borrowed of me. My 
wife wa« here too. We had favours given us all, and 
we put them in our hats, I against my will, but that 
my Lord and the rest did. 

23rd. This day I am, by the blessing of God, 34 
years old, in very good health and mind's content, and 
in condition of estate much beyond whatever my friends 
could expect of a child of their's, this day 34 years. 
The Lord's name be praised ! and may I be thankful 
for it. 

24th. (Lord's day.) My Lady Pen did, going out of 
church, ask me whether we did not make a great 
show at Court to-day, with all our favours in our hats. 
To White Hall, and there meeting my Lord Arlington, 
he, by I know not what kindness, offered to carry me 
along with him to my Lord Treasurer's, whither, I told 
him, I was going. I believe he had a mind to discourse 
of some Navy businesses, but Sir Thomas CUfford 
coming into the coach to us, we were prevented ; which 
I was sorry for, for I had a mind to begin an axjquaint- 
ance with him. He speaks well, and hath pretty slight 
superficial parts, I believe. He, in our going, talked 
much of the plain habit of the Spaniards; how the 
King and Lords themselves wear but a cloak of Col-^ 
Chester bayze, and the ladies mantles, in cold weather. 
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of white flannell : and that the endeavours frequently 
of setting up the manufactoiy of making these stuffs 
there, have only been prevented by the Inquisition: 
the English and Dutchmen that have been sent for to 
work, being taken with a Psalm-book or Testament, 
and so clapped up, and the house pulled down by the In- 
quisitors ; and the greatest Lord in Spain dare not say a 
word against it, if the word Inquisition be but mentioned. 
Captain Cocke did tell me what I must not forget : 
that the answer of the Dutch, refusing the Hague for a 
place of treaty, and proposing Boysse,* Bredah, Bergen- 
op-Zoome, or Mastricht, was seemingly stopped by the 
Swede's Embassador (though he did show it to the King, 
but the King would take no notice of it, nor does not) 
from being delivered to the King ; and he hath wrote 
to desire them to consider better of it : so that, though 
we know their refusal of the place, yet they know not 
that we know it, nor is the Eang obliged to show his 
sense of the affront. That the Dutch are in very great 
straits, so as to be said to be not able to set out their 
fleet this year. By and by comes Sir Robert Viner 
and my Lord Mayor to ask the King's direction about 
measuring out the streets according to the New Act for 
building of the City, wherein the King is to be pleased. 
But he says that the way proposed in Parliament, by 
Colonel Birch, would have been the best, to have chosen 
some persons in trust, and sold the whole ground, and 
let it be sold again by them, with preference to the old 
owner, which would have certainly caused the City to be 
built where these Trustees pleased ; whereas now, great 
differences will be, and the streets built by fits, and not 

^ Bois-le-Duc. 
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entire till all difPerences be decided. This^ as he tells 
it, I think would have been the best way. I enquired 
a.bout the Frenchman that was said to fire the Citj^ 
and was hanged for it, by his own confession, that he 
was hired for it by a Frenchman of Koane, and that he 
did with a stick reach in a fire-ball in at a window of 
the house : whereas the master of the house, who is the 
King's baker, and his son, and daughter, do all swear 
there was no such window, and that the fire did not 
begin thereabouts. Yet the fellow, who, though a 
mopish besotted fellow, did not speak like a madman, 
did swear that he did fire it : and did not this like a 
madman; for, being tried on purpose, and landed with 
his keeper at the Town Wharf, he could carry the 
keeper to the very house. Asking Sir R. Viner what 
he thought was the cause of the fire, he tells me, that 
the baker, son, and his daughter, did all swear again 
and again, that their oven was drawn by ten o'clock at 
night: that, having occasion to light a candle about 
twelve, there was not so much fire in the bakehouse as 
to light a match for a candle, so that they were fain to 
go into another place to light it : that about two in the 
morning they felt themselves almost choked with smoke, 
and rising, did find the fire coming up stairs ; so they 
rose to save themselves; but that, at that time^ the 
bavins were not on fire in the yard. So that they are, 
as they swear, in absolute ignorance how this fire 
should come ; which is a strange thing, that so horrid 
an effect should have so mean and uncertain a beginning. 
By and by called into the King and Cabinet, and there 
had a few insipid words about money for Tangier, but 
to no purpose. Going through bridge by water, my 
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waterniaii told me how the mistress of the Beare tavern, 
at the bridge-foot, did lately fling herself into the 
Thames, and drowned herself; which did trouble me 
the more, when they tell me it was she that did live at 
the White Horse tavern in Lumbard Street, which was 
a most beautiful woman, as most I have seen. It seems 
she hath had long melancholy upon her, and hath en- 
deavoured to make away with herself often, 

25th. Lay long in bed, talking with pleasure with 
my poor wife, how she used to make coal fires, and 
wash my foul clothes with her own hand for me, poor 
wretch! in our little room at my Lord Sandwich's; 
for which I ought for ever to love and admire her, and 
do ; and persuade myself she would do the same thing 
again, if God should reduce us to it. At my gold- 
smith's did observe the King's new medall, where, in 
little, there is Mrs. Stewards face as well done as ever 
I saw anything in my whole life, I think : and a pretty 
thing it is, that he should choose her face to represent 
Britannia by. 

27th. Up by candle-light, about six o'clock, and by 
water down to Woolwich, I being at leisure this day, 
the King and Duke of York being gone down to Sheere- 
nesse to lay out the design for a fortification there to the 
river Medway ; and so we do not attend the Duke of 
York as we should otherwise have done. To the Dock 
Yard, and went into Mr. Pett's; and there, beyond 
expectation, he did present me with a Japan cane, with 
a silver head, and his wife sent me by him a ring, with 
a Woolwich stone, now much in request ; which I ac- 
cepted, the values not being great : and then, at my 
asking, did give me an old draught of an ancient-built 
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ship, given him by his father, of the Beare, in Queene 
Elizabeth's time. Mr. Hunt, newly come out of the 
country, tells me the country is much impoverished by 
the greatness of taxes : the farmers do break every day 
almost, and «f 1,000 a^-year become not worth d&SOO. 
He told me some ridiculous pieces of thrift of Sir 
G. Downing's, who is his countryman, in inviting some 
poor people, at Christmas last, to charm the country 
people's mouths ; but did give them nothing but beef, 
porridge, pudding, and pork, and nothing said all din- 
ner, but only his mother would say, ** It's good broth, 
son." He would answer, " Yes, it is good broth." 
Then, says his lady, " Confirm all, and say. Yes, very 
good broth." By and by she would begin and say, 
** Good pork:" "Yes," says the mother, "good pork." 
Then he cries, " Yes, very good pork." And so they 
said of all things ; to which nobody made any answer, 
they going there not out of love or esteem of them, but 
to eat his victuals, knowing him to be a niggardly 
fellow ; and with this he is jeered now all over the 
country. Comes Captain Story, of Cambridge, to me, 
about a bill for prest money ; but. Lord ! to see the 
natures of men ; how this man, hearing my name, did 
ask me of my country, and told me of my cozen Roger, 
that he was not so wise a man as his father ; for that he 
do not agree in Parliament with his fellow burgesses 
and knights of the shire, whereas I know very well the 
reason ; for he is not so high a flyer as Mr. Chichley and 
others, but loves the King better than any of them, and 
to better purpose. But yet, he says that he is a very 
honest gentleman, and thence runs into a hundred 
stories of his own services to the King, and how he at 
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thie day brings in the taxes before anybody here thinks 
they are collected: discourse very absurd to entertain a 
stranger with. Met Mr. Cooling, who tells me of my 
Lord Duke of Buckingham's being sent for last night, 
by a Serjeant at Armes, to the Tower, for treasonar 
ble practices, and that the King is infinitely angry with 
him, and declared him no longer one of his CounciL 
I know not the reason of it, or occasion. Took up 
my wife to the Exchange, and there bought things 
for Mrs. Pierce's little daughter, my Valentine, and 
so to her house, where we find Ejiipp, who also chal- 
lengeth me for her Valentine. She looks well, sang 
well, and very merry we were for half an hour. Tells 
me Harris is well again, having been very ilL To 
Sir W. Pen's, and sat with my Lady, and the young 
couple (Sir William out of town) talking merrily ; but 
they make a very sorry couple, methinks, though rich. 
28th. Mr* Holliard dined with us, and pleasant com* 
pany he is. I love his company, and he secures me 
against ever having the stone again. He gives it me, 
as his opinion, that the City will never be bmlt again 
together, as is expected, while any restraint is laid upon 
them. He hath been a great loser, and would be a 
builder again, but, he says, he knows not what restrict* 
ing there will be, so as it is unsafe for him to begin. 
I did within these six days see smoke still remaining of 
the late fire in the City ; aud it is strange to think how, 
to this very day, I cannot sleep at night without great 
terrors of fire. Mr. Gauden tells me more than I knew 
before — that he hath orders to get all the victuals he 
can to Plymouth, and the Western ports, and other 
out-gorts, and some to Scotland, so that we do in tend 
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to keep but a flying fleet this year ; which, it may be, 
may preserve us a year longer, but the end of it must 
be ruin. Sir J. Minnes this night tells me, that he 
hears for certain, that ballads are made of us in Holland 
for begging of a peace ; which I expected, but am ve^ied 
at. So ends this month, with nothing of weight upon 
my mind, but for my father and mother, who are both 
very ill, and have been so for some weeks ; whom God 
help ! but I do fear my poor father will hardly be ever 
naturally well again. 

March 1st. In Mark Lane I do observe, it being 
St David's day, the picture of a man dressed like a 
Welchman, hanging by the neck upon one of the poles 
that stand out at the top of one of the merchants' 
houses, in full proportion, and very handsomely done ; 
which is one of the oddest sights I have seen a good 
while. Being returned home, I find Greeting, the 
flageolet-master, come, and teaching my wife ; and I do 
think my wife will take pleasure in it, and it will be 
easy for her, and pleasant. So to the office, and then 
before dinner making my wife to sing. Poor wretch ! 
her ear is so bad that it made me angry, till the poor 
wretch cried to see me so vexed at her, that I think I 
shall not discourage her so much again, but will en- 
deavour to make her understand sounds, and do her 
good that way ; for she hath a great mind to learn, only 
to please me. Tom Woodall, the known chyrurgeon, 
is killed at Somerset House by a Frenchman, in a 
drunken quarreL 

2d. After dinner, with my wife, to the King's house 
to see " The Maiden Queene," a new play of Dryden's, 
mightily commended for the regularity of it, and the 

VOL. III. E E 
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strain and wit ; and^ the truth is^ there id a comical 
part done by Nell, which is Florimell, that I never can 
hope ever to see the like done again, by man or woman. 
The King and Duke of York were at the play. But 
90 great performance of a comical part was never, I 
believe, in the world before as NeU do this, both as a 
mad girle, then most and best of all when she comes in 
like a young gallant ; and hath the motions and car- 
riage of a spark the most that ever I saw any man have. 
It makes me, I confess, admire her. 

3d. To White Hall, where, walking in the gallerys, 
I met Mr. Pierce, who tells me the story of Tom 
Woodall, the surgeon, killed in a drunken quarrel, and 
how the Duke of York hath a mind to get him one of 
his places in St. Thomas's Hospitall. It is believed 
that the Dutch will yield to have the treaty at London 
or Dover, neither of which will get our King any credit, 
we having already consented to have it at the Hague ; 
which, it seems, De Witt opposed, as a thing wherein 
the King. of England must needs have some profound 
design, which in my conscience he hath not. They do 
also tell me that news is this day come to the King, 
that the King of France is come with his army to the 
frontiers of Flanders, demanding leave to pass through 
their country towards Poland, but is denied, and there- 
upon that he is gone into the country. How true this 
is I dare not believe till I hear more. I walked into 
the Park, it being a fine but very cold day ; and there 
took two or three turns the length of the Pell Mell : and 
there I met Serjeant Bearcroft, who was sent for the 
Duke of Buckingham, to have brought him prisoner to 
the Tower. He come to town this day, and brings 
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word that, being oyertaken and outrid by the Duchesse 
of Buckingham within a few miles of Westhorp,* he 
beUeves she got thither about a quarter of an hour 
before him, and so had time to consider ; so that, when 
he come, the doors were kept shut against him. The 
next day, coming with officers of the neighbour market- 
town to force open the doors, they were open for him, 
but the Duke gone ; so he took horse presently, and 
heard upon the road that the Duke of Buckingham was 
gone before him for London : so that he believes he is 
this day abo come to town before him ; but no news is 
yet heard of him. This is all he brings. Thence to 
my Lord Chancellor's, and there, meeting Sir H. 
Cholmly, he and I walked in my Lord's garden, and 
talked ; and^ among other things, of the treaty : and 
he says there will certainly be a peace, but I cannot 
believe it. He tells me that the Duke of Buckingham 
his crimes, as far as he knows, are his being of a caball 
with some discontented persons of the late House of 
Commons, and opposing the desires of the King in all 
hid matters in that House ; and endeavouring to become 
popular, and advising how the Commons' House should 
proceed, and how he would order the House of Lords. 
And that he hath been endeavouring to have the Bang's 
nativity calculated; which was done, and the fellow 
now in the Tower about it : which itself hath here- 
tofore, as he says, been held treason, and people died 
for it; but by the Statute of Treason, in Queen Mary's 

^ Westhorpe, in Suffolk, originally the magnificent residence of 
Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk : it was probably afterwards 
granted by the Crown to the Duke of Buckingham. The house 
has long since been demolished. 

E £ 2 
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times and since, it hath been left out. He tells me 
that this silly Lord hath provoked, by his ill carriage, 
the Duke of York, my Lord Chancellor, and all the 
great persons ; and therefore, most likely, will die. He 
tells me, too, many practices of treachery against this 
King ; as betraying him in Scotland, and giving Oliver 
an accoimt of the King's private councils ; which the 
King knows very well, and yet hath pardoned him. 

6th. To White Hall ; and here the Duke of York 
did acquaint us, and the King did - the like also, after- 
wards coming in, with his resolution of altering the 
manner of the war this year; that is, we shall keep 
what fleet we have abroad in several squadrons; so 
that now all is come out; but we are to keep it as close 
as we can, without hindering the work. that is to be 
done in preparation to this. Great preparations there 
are to fortify Sheemesse and the yard at Portsmouth, 
and forces are drawing down to both those places, and 
elsewhere by the seaside ; so that we have some fear of 
an invasion ; and the Duke of York' himself did declare 
his expectation of the enemy's blocking us up here in 
the River, and therefore directed that we should send 
away all the ships that we have to fit out hence. Sir 
W. Pen told me, going with me this morning to White 
Hall, that for certain the Duke of Buckingham is 
brought into the Tower, and that he hath had an hour's 
private conference with the King before he was sent 
thither. Every body complains of the deamess of coals, 
being at £4i per chaldron, the weather, too, being be- 
come most bitter cold, the King saying to-day that it 
was the coldest day he ever knew in England. Thence 
by coach to my Lord Crewe's, where very welcon^e*. 
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Here I find they are in doubt where the Duke of 
Buckingham is; which makes me mightily reflect on 
the uncertainty of all history, when, in a business of 
this moment, and of this day's growth, we cannot tell 
the truth. Here dined my old acquaintance, Mr* 
Borfett, that was my Lord Sandwich's chaplain, and 
my Lady Wright and Dr. Boreman, who is preacher 
at St. Gryles's in the Fields, who, after dinner, did give 
my Lord an account of two papist women lately con- 
verted, whereof one wrote her recantation, which he 
showed under her own hand mighty well drawn, so as 
my Lord desired a copy of it, after he had satisfied him- 
self from the Dr., that, to his knowledge, she was not 
a woman under any necessity. To Deptford, and then 
by water home, wondrous cold, and reading a ridi- 
culous ballad, made in praise of the Duke of Albemarle, 
to the tune of St. George, the tune being printed, too ; 
and I observe that people have great encouragement to 
make ballads of him of this kind. There are so many, 
that hereafter he will sound like Guy of Warwicke. 
To Sir H. Cholmly's, a pretty house, and a fine, worthy, 
well-disposed gentleman he is. He tells me, among 
other things, that he hears of little hopes of a peace, 
their demands being so high as we shall never grant, 
and could tell me that we shall keep no fleet abroad 
this year, but only squadrons. So to the 'Change, and 
there bought 32*. worth of things for Mrs. Knipp, my 
Valentine, which is pretty to see how my wife is come 
to convention with me, that, whatever I do give to 
anybody else, I shall give her as much. 

7tL Hearing that Knipp is at my house, I home, 
and it is about a ticket for a friend of her's. I do love 
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the humour of the jade very welL To Devonshire 
House, to a burial of a kinsman of Sir S. Viner's ; and 
there I received a ring. To the Duke's playhouse, and 
saw ** The English Princesse, or Bichard the Third ;"* 
a most sad, melancholy play, and pretty good; but 
nothing eminent in it, as some tragedys are; only little 
Miss Davis^ did dance a jig after the end of the play, 
and there telling the next day's play ; so that it come 
in by force only to please the company to see her dance 
in boy's clothes ; and, the truth is, there is no com- 
parison between Nell's dancing the other day at the 
King's house in boy's clothes and this, this being infi- 
nitely beyond the other. This day. Commissioner 
Taylor come to me for advice, and would force me to 

^ A Tragedy, by J. Caryl. 

' MaryDa^is, Bometime a comedian in the Duke ofYork^s 
troop, and one of those actresses who boarded with Sir W. Dave- 
nant, was, according to Fepys, a natural daughter of Thomas 
Howard, first Earl of Berkshire. She captivated the King by 
the charming manner in which she simg a ballad, beginning, 
*' My lodging is on the cold ground,** when acting Celania, a shep- 
herdess mad for love, in the play of "The Rivals." Charles 
took her off the stage, and she had by him a dau^ter named 
Mary Tudor, married to Francis, second Earl of Derwentwater ; 
and their son James, the third Earl, was attainted and beheaded 
for high treason. Miss Davis was also a fine dancer : see Hawkins's 
History ofMusic^ vol. iv., p. 525, where the ballad alluded to will 
be found. According to another account, she was the daughter 
of a blacksmith at Charlton, in Wiltshire, where a family of the 
name of Davis had exercised that calling for many generations, 
and has but lately become extinct. There is a beautiful whole 
length portrait of Mary Davis, by Kneller, at Audley End, in 
which she is represented as a tall, handsome woman; and her 
general appearance ill accords with the description given of her 
by our Journalist. 
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take ten pieces in gold of him, which I had no mind 
to, he being become one of our number at the Board. 
This day was reckoned by all people the coldest day 
that eyer was remembered in England; and, God 
knows I coals at a very great price. 

8th. To Westminster Hall, where I saw Mr. Martin, 
the purser, come through with a picture in his hand, 
which he had bought, and observed how all the people 
of the Hall did fleer and laugh upon him, crying, *^ there 
is plenty grown upon a sudden;" and, the truth is, 
I was a little troubled that my favour should fall 
on so vain a fellow as he, and the more because, me- 
thought, the people do gaze upon me as the man that 
had raised him, and as if they guessed whence my kind- 
ness to him springs. To White Hall, where I find all 
met at the Duke of York's chamber ; and, by and by, 
the Duke of York comes, and Carcasse is called in ; and 
I read the depositions and his answers, and he added 
with great confidence and good words, even almost to 
persuasion, what to say ; and my Lord Brouncker, like a 
very silly solicitor, argued against me, and all for him ; 
and, being asked first by the Duke of York his opinion, 
did give it for his being excused. I next did answer 
the contrary very plainly, and had, in this dispute, which 
Vexed and will never be forgot by my Lord, many oc- 
casions of speaking severely, and did, against his bad 
practices. Commissioner Pett, like a fawning rogue, 
sided with my Lord, but to no purpose ; and Sir W. Pen, 
like a cunning rogue, spoke mighty indifferently, and 
said nothing in all the fray, like a knave, as he is. But 
Sir W. Batten spoke out, and did come off* himself by the 
Duke's kindness very well; and then Sir G. Carteret, 
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and Sir W* CoYentiy5 and the Duke of York hnnadf 
flatly^ as I said ; and so he was dedared unfit to con- 
tinue in, and therefore to be presently discharged the 
office, which, among oth» good efifects, I hope, will 
make my Lord Bronncker not aUoquet so high. Sir 
H. Cholmly and I to the Temple, and Ihere parted, 
he telling me of my Lord Bellassis's want of generosity, 
and that he will certainly be turned out of his govern- 
ment, and he thinks himself stands £Eiir for it. 

9th. Captain Cocke, who was here to-night, did tell 
us that he is certain that yesterday a prodamation waa 
voted at the Council touching the proclaiming of my 
Lord Duke of Buckingham a traytor, and that it will 
be out on Monday. 

lOtlu Yesterday the King did publicly talk of th^ 
King of France's dealing with all the Princes of Chris- 
tendome. As to the States of Holland, he hath ad- 
vised them, on good grounds, to refuse to treat with 
us at the Hague, because of having opportunity of spies, 
by reason of our interest in the House of Orange ; and 
then, it being a town in one particular province, it 
would not be fit to have it, but in a town wherein the 
provinces have equal interest, as at Mastricht and othei^ 
places named. That he advises them to offer no terms,, 
nor accept of any, without his privity and consent, 
according to agreement ; and tells them, if not so, he 
hath in his power to be even with them, the King of 
England being come to offer any terms he pleases : and 
that my Lord St. Albans is now at Paris, Plenipo- 
tentiary, to make what peace he pleases ; and so he 
can make it, and exclude them, the Dutch, if he sees 
fit. A copy of tiiis letter of the King of France's theL 
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Spanish Ambassador here gets^ and comes and tells all 
to our King ; which our King denies^ and says the 
King of France only uses his power of saying any things 
At the same time, the King of France writes to the 
Emperor, that he is resolved to do all things to express 
affection to the Emperor, having it now in his power 
to make what peace he pleases between the King of 
England and him, and the States of the United Pro- 
vinces ; and, therefore, that he would not have him to 
concern himself in a friendship with us; and assures 
him that, on that regard, he will not offer any thing 
to his disturbance, in his interest in Flanders, or else- 
where. He writes, at the same time, to Spain, to tell 
him that he wonders to hear of a league almost ended 
between the Crown of Spain and England, by my Lord 
Sandwich, and all without his privity, while he wad 
making a peace upon what terms he pleased with Eng- 
land. That he is a great lover of the Crown of Spain^ 
and would take the King and his affairs during his 
minority into his protection, nor would offer to set his 
foot in Flanders, or any where else, to disturb him ; 
and, therefore, would not have him to trouble himself 
to make peace with any body ; only he hath a desire to 
offer an exchange, which he thinks may be of moment 
to both sides : that is, that he will enstate the King of 
Spain in the kingdom of Portugall, and he and the 
Dutch will put him into possession of Lisbon ; and, that 
being done, he may have Flanders : and this, they say, 
do mightily take in Spain, which is sensible of the 
fruitless expence Flanders, so far off, gives them ; and 
how much better it would be for them to be master of 
Portugall; and the King of France offers, for security 
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herein, that the King of England shall he hond for 
him, and that he will connter-secnre the Eang of Eng-* 
land with Amsterdam; and, it seems, hath assured our 
King, that if he will make a league with him, he will 
make a peace excluave to the Hollander. These 
things are almost romantique, hut yet true, as Sir 
H. Cholmley tells me the King himself did relate it all 
yesterday ; and it seems as if the King of France did 
think other princes fit for nothing but to make sport 
for him : but simple princes they are, that are forced ta 
suffer this from him. 

11 tL The proclamation is this day come out against 
the Duke of Buckingham, commanding him to come in 
to one of the Secretaries, or to the Lieutenant of the 
Tower. A silly, vain man to bring himself to this : 
and there be many hard circumstances in the proclama- 
tion of the causes of this proceeding of the King's, 
which speak great displeasure of the King's, and crimes 
of his. 

1 2th. Up and to the Office, where all the morning. 
At noon home, and there find Mr. Goodgroome, whose 
teaching of my wife only by singmg over and over again 
to her, and letting her sing with him, not by herself, to 
correct her faults, I do not like at all, but was angry at 
it ; but have this content, that I do think she will come 
to sing pretty well, and to trill in time, which pleases 
me welL This day a poor seaman, almost starved for 
want of food, lay in our yard a-dying. I sent him half- 
a-crown, and we ordered his ticket to be paid. 

13tL Having done our usual business with the Duke 
of York, I away ; and meeting Mr. D. Gauden in the 
presence-chamber, he and I to talk; and among, other 
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things he tells me, and I do find every where else^ al8o> 
that our masters do begin not to like of their councils 
in fitting out no fleet, but only squadrons^ and are find- 
ing out excuses for it ; and, among others, he tells me 
a Piivy-Councillor did tell him that it was said in 
Council that a fleet could not be set out this year, for 
want of victuals, which gives him and me a great alarme, 
but me especially; for, had it been so, I ought to have 
represented it ; and therefore it put me in policy pre- 
sently to prepare myself to answer this objection, if 
ever it should come about, by drawing up a state of the 
victualler's stores, which I will presently do. The 
Duke of Buckingham is concluded gone over sea, and, 
it is thought, to France. 

14th. To my Lord Treasurer's. Here we fell into 
discourse with Sir Stephen Fox, and, among other 
things, of the Spanish manner of walking, when three 
tc^ether, and showed me how, which was pretty, to 
prevent differences. By and by comes the King and 
Duke of York, and presently the officers of the Ord- 
nance were called ; my Lord Berkeley, Sir John Dun- 
comb, and Mr. Chichly; then my Lord Brouncker, 
W. Batten, W. Pen, and myself; where we find only 
the King and Duke of York, and my Lord Treasurer, 
and Sir Gr. Carteret; when I only did speak, laying 
down the state of our wants, which the King and Duke 
of York seemed very well pleased with, and we did get 
what we asked, .£^500,000, signed upon the eleven 
months' tax: but that is not so much ready-money, or 
what will raise eP40,000 per week, which we desired, 
and the business will want. The King did prevent my 
ofiering any thing by and by as Treasurer for Tangier, 
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telling me that lie had ordered us .880^000 on the same 
tax; but that is not what we would have to bring our 
payments to come within a year. So we gone out, in 
went others ; viz., one after another. Sir Stephen ¥oX 
for the Army, Captain Cocke for sick and wounded, Mr* 
Ashbumham for the household. Thence Sir W. Batten^ 
Sir W. Pen, and I, back again; I mightily pleased 
with what I had said and done, and the success thereof. 

15th. Letters this day come to Court do tell us that 
we are not likely to agree, the Dutch demanding high 
terms, and the King of France the like, in a most 
braving manner. This morning I was called up by 
Sir John Winter, poor man I come in a sedan from the 
other end of the town, about helping the Eang in the 
business of bringing down his timber to the sea-side, in 
the forest of Deane. 

16th. The weather is now grown warm again, aftef 
much cold ; and it is observable that within these eight 
days I did see smoke remaining, coming out of some cel- 
lars from the late great fire, now above six months since. 

17th. To White Hall Chapel. There I put my wife 
in the pew below, but it was pretty to see, myself being 
but in a plain band, and every way else ordinary, how 
the verger took me for her man, and I was fain to tell 
him she was a kinswoman of my Lord Sandwich's, he 
saying that none under knights-baronets' ladies are to 
go into that pew. I to the Duke of York's lodging, 
where in his dressing-chamber, he talking of his journey 
to-morrow or next day to Harwich, to prepare some 
fortifications there ; so that we are wholly upon the de- 
fensive part this year. I to walke in the Farke, where 
to the Queene's chapel, and there heard a fryer preach 
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with his cord about his middle, in Portuguese, some- 
thing I could understand, showing that God did respect 
the meek and humble, as well as the high and rich. 
He was full of action, but very decent and good, I 
thought, and his manner of delivery very good. Then 
I went back to White Hall, and there up to the closet, 
and spoke with several people till sermon was ended, 
which was preached by the Bishop of Hereford,^ an old 
good man, that they say made an excellent sermon. He 
was by birth a Catholique, and a great gallant, having 
<^1500 per annum patrimony, and is a Knight Baronet : 
was turned from his persuasion by the late Archbishop 
Laud. He and the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Ward, are 
the two Bishops that the King do say he cannot have 
bad sermons from. Here I met with Sir H. Cholmly, 
who tells me, that undoubtedly my Lord BeUassis do 
go no more to Tangier, and that he do believe he do 
stand in a likely way to go Governor ; though he sees, 
and showed me, a young silly lord, one Lord Allington,? 

* Bishop Herbert Croft, who was previously Dean of Hereford, 
(1644) was not a Romanist by birth, but entangled by the Jesuits 
while on his travels, and converted to Popery. It would appear, 
from Godwin, (De Prasulibus) that his return to the Protestant 
faith is not attributable to Laud, but to the efforts of another 
prelate. " In patriam vero redux et in Thomse Mortoni Episcopi 
Dunelmensis familiaritatem adductus melioribus consiliis adhibitis 
ad se quoque rediit, et Ecclesiam Anglicanam.** Croft, says Burnet, 
was a devout man, but of no discretion in his conduct. He was 
bom in 1603, and survived his elevation to the See of Hereford, 
in 1661, thirty years. The Bishop*s father. Sir Herbert, was a 
knight, and his son, of the same name, a baronet. 

' William Alington, second Baron Alington, of Eillard, Ireland, 
<;reated an English baron 1682, by the title of Baron Alington of 
Wjmondley, Hertfordshire; which title became extinct in 1692, 
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who hath offered a great sum of money to go, and will 
put hard for it, he having a fine lady,^ and a great man 
would be glad to have him out of the way. The King 
ie very kind to my Lord Sandwich, and did himself ob- 
serve to Sir G. Carteret how those very people, mean- 
ing the Prince and Duke of Albemarle, are punished 
in the same kind as they did seek to abuse my Lord 
Sandwich. 

18tL Comes my old good Mend, Mr. Bichard Cum- 
berland,' to see me, being newly come to town, whom 
I have not seen almost, if not quite, these seven years. 
In a plain country-parson's dress. I could not spend 
much time with him, but prayed him to come with his 
brother, who was with him, to dine with me to*day ; 
which he did do : and I had a great deal of his good 
company ; and a most excellent person he is as any I 
know, and one that I am sorry should be lost and buried 
in a little country town, and would be glad to remove 
him thence ; and the truth is, if he would accept of my 
sister's fortune, I should give <£ 100 more with him 
than to a man able to settle her four times as much as, 
I fear, he is able to do ; and I will think of it, and a 
way how to move it, he having in discourse said he was 
not against marrying, nor yet fngaged. Con.es Captain 
Jenifer to me, a great servant of my Lord Sandwich's, 
who tells me that he do hear for Certain, though I do 
not yet believe it, that Sir W. Coventry is to be Secre- 

^ HiB second wife, Juliana, daughter of Baptist Noel, Yiaoount 
Camden. She died the September following. 

' Richard Cumberland, educated at St. PauFs School, and Mag- 
dalene College, Cambridge, made Bishop of Peterborough 1691. 
Ob. 171S, aged 86. 
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trary of State, and my Lord Arlington Lord Treasurer. 
I only wish that the latter were as fit for the latter 
office as the former is for the former, and more fit than 
my Lord Arlington. Anon Sir W. Pen come and 
talked with me in the garden, and tells me that for ce^* 
tain the Duke of Richmond is to marry Mrs. Stewart, 
he having this day brought in an account of his estate 
tod debts to the King on that account. My father's 
letter this day do tell me of his own continued illness, 
and that my mother grows so much worse, that he fears 
she cannot long continue, which troubles me very much. 
This day, Mr. Caesar told me a pretty experiment of his, 
of angling with a minnikin, a gut-string varnished over, 
which keeps it &om swelling, and is beyond any hair 
for strength and smallness. The secret I like mightily. 

19th. It comes in my mind this night to set down 
how a house was the other day in Bishopsgate Street 
Mowed up with powder; a house that was untenanted ; 
but, thanks be to God, it did no more hurt ; and all do 
conclude it a plot. This afternoon I am told again that 
the town do talk of my Lord Arlington's being to be 
Lord Treasurer, and Sir W. Coventry to be Secretary 
of State ; and that for certain the match is concluded 
between the Duke of Richmond and Mrs. Stewart, 
which I am weU enough pleased with : and it is pretty 
to consider how his quality will allay people's talk; 
whereas, had a meaner person married her, he would 
for certain have been derided at first dash. 

20th. To our church to the vestry, to be assessed by 
the late Poll Bill, where I am rated as an Esquire,^ and 

^ We have seen that Fepys was not a little proud of being ad- 
dressed as S. P., Esquire. In fifty years afterwards, (as we find 
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for my office, all will come to about ^50. But not 
more than I expected, nor bo much by a great deal tm I 
ought to be, for all my offices. The Duke of Richmond 
and Mrs. Stewart were betrothed last night. It is 
strange how **Rycaut's Discourse of Turky," which 
before the fire I was asked but 85. for, there being all 
but twenty-two or thereabouts burned, I did now offer 
!20«., and he demands 60s., and I think I shall give it 
him, though it be only as a monument of the fire. I 
met with a sad letter from my brother, who tells me 
my mother is declared by the doctors to be past reco- 
very, and that my father is also very ill: so that I fear 
we shall see a sudden change there. God fit them and 
us for it I 

21 St. To the Duke of York's playhouse, where imex- 
pectedly I come to see only the young men and women 
of the house act ; they having liberty to act for their 
own profit on Wednesdays and Fridays this Lent: and 
the play they did yesterday, being Wednesday, was so 
well taken, that they thought fit to venture it publickly 
to-day ; a play of my Lord Falkland's,^ called ^* The 
Wedding Night," a kind of a tragedy, and some things 
very good in it, but the whole together, I thought, not 
so. I confess I was well enough pleased with my see- 
ing it ; and the people did do better, without the great 
actors, than I did expect, but yet far short of what 

from Steele's pleasant paper in the "Tatler," No. 19) we were 
become populus armigerorum : every pretender admitted into the 
fraternity. Who is now excluded? This entry, and Fepys's 
pride, in 1666, in having a spare bed, are amongst those minute 
details which render the Diary so valuable as a history of manners. 
^ Henry Carey, third Viscount Falkland, M.P. for Arundell, 
1661. Ob. 1664. 
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they do when they are there* Our tri^ for a good 
prize came on to-day, "The Phoenix, worth two or 
£3000," when by and by Sir W, Batten told me we 
had got the day, which was mighty welcome news to 
me and us all. But it is pretty to see what money will 
do. Yesterday, Walker ^ was mighty cold on our be-» 
half, till Sir W. Batten promised him, if we sped in 
this business of the goods, a coach; and if at the next 
trial we sped for the ship, we would give him a pair of 
horses. And he hath strove for us to-day like a prince^ 
though the Swedes' Agent was there with all the 
vehemence he could to save the goods, but yet we car-* 
ried it against him. 

22nd. My wife having dressed herself in a silly dress 
of a blue petticoat uppermost, and a white satin waist-* 
coat and white hood, though I think she did it because 
her gown is gone to the tailor's, did, together with my 
being hungry, which always makes me peevish, make 
me angry. The Duke of York, instead of being at sea 
as Admirall, is now going from port to port, as he Is 
this day at Harwich, and was the other day with the 
King at Sheemesse, and hath ordered at Portsmouth 
how fortifications shall be made to oppose the enemy, 
in case of invasion, which is to us a sad consideration, 
and shameful to the nation, especially for so many 
proud vaunts as we have made against the Dutch, and 
all from the folly of the Duke of Albemarle, who did 
throw us into this war. 

23A At the office, where Sir W. Pen come, being 
returned from Chatham, from considering the means of 
fortifying the river Medway, by a chain at the stakes, 

* Sir W, Walker. 

VOL. III. F F 
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and diips laid there with gnus to keep die enon j from 
coming op to bom onr ehipe ; all our care now b^i^ to 
fortify onreelyes agsunst their inTading n& Vexed 
with our maid Luce, oar cookmaid, who is a good 
drod^ug servant in ererything dLse, and pleases ns, 
but that she will be drunk, and hath been so last night 
and all this day, that she oonld not make dean the 
house. M J fear is only fire. 

24tlL With Sir G. Carteret and Sir J. Minnes; and 
they did talk of my Lord Brouni&er, whose fiither, it 
seems, did give Mr« Ashbumham and the present Lord 
Bristol 1^1200 to be made an Lrish lord, and swore the 
same day that he had not 12dL left to pay for his din- 
ner: they made great mirth at this, my Lord Brouncker 
having lately givmi great matter of offence both id 
them and us all, that we are at present mightily dis- 
pleased with him. By akd by to the Duke of York, 
where we all met, and there was the King also; and all 
our discourse was about fortifying of the Medway and 
Harwich, which is to be entrenched quite round, and 
Portsmouth: and here they advised with Sir Godfiry 
Lloyd and Sir Bernard de Giinn,^ the two great en- 
gineers, and had the plates drawn before them; and 

^ Sir Bernard de Gomme was bom at Lille, in 1620. When 
young, he served in the campaigns of Henry Frederic, Prince of 
Orange, and afterwards entered the service of Charles I., by whom 
he wtis knighted. Under Charles n. and James 11., he filled the 
offices of Chief Engineer, Quarter-Master General, and Surveyor 
of the- Ordnance: he died November 23, 1685, and is buried in the 
Tower of London. He first fortified Sheemess, Liverpool, &c., 
and he strengthened Portsmouth. His plans of these places and 
others, and of some of Charles L*s battles, are in the British Mu- 
seum, where also is preserved a miniature portrait of him in oil. 
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indeed all their care they now take is to fortify them* 
selves, and are not ashamed of it ; for when by and by 
my Lord Arlington come in with letters, and seeing 
the King and Dnke of York give us and the officers of 
the Ordnance directions in this matter, he did move 
that we might do it as privately as we could, that it 
might not come into the Dutch Grazette presently, as the 
King's and Duke of York's going down the other day to 
Sheerenesse was, the week after, in the Harlem Gazette. 
The King and Duke of York both laughed at it, and 
made no matter, but said, '^Let us be safe, and let 
them talk, for there is nothing will trouble them more^ 
nor will prevent their coming more, than to hear that 
we are fortifying ourselves." And the Duke of York 
said further, ^^ What said Marshal Turenne, when some 
in vanity said that the enemies were afraid, for they 
entrenched themselves? *WeU,' says he, *I would 
they were not afraid, for then they would not entrench 
themselves, and so we could deal with them the bet-* 
ter.' " Away thence, and met with Sir H. Cholmly, 
who tells me that he do believe the government of 
Tangier is bought by my Lord Allington for a sum of 
money to my Lord Arlington, and something to Lord 
Bellassis. I did this night give thd waterman who 
uses to carry me 10*. at his request, for the painting of 
his new boat, on which shall be my arms. 

25tL Went over Mr. Povy's house, which lies in 
the same good condition as ever, which is most extraor- 
dinary fine, and he was now at work with a cabinet- 
maker, making of a new inlaid table. Called at Mr. 
Lilly's, who was working ; and indeed his pictures are 
without doubt much beyond Mr. Hales's, I think I 

F F 2 
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may say I am convinced: but a mighty proud man he 
is, and full of state. To the King's playhouse ; and by 
and by comes Mr* Lowther and his wife and mine, and 
into a box, forsooth, neither of them being dressed^ 
which I was almost ashamed of. Sir W. Pen and I in 
the pit, and here saw ^' The Mayden Queene " again ; 
which indeed the more I see the more I like, and is an 
excellent play, and so done by Nell, her merry part, as 
cannot be better done in nature. 

26th. I have cause to be joyful this day, for my 
being cut of the stone this day nine years. The con* 
dition I am in, in reference to my mother, makes it 
unfit for me to keep my usual feast. To Exeter House, 
where the Judge was sitting, and there heard our cause 

pleaded; Sir Turner, Sir W. Walker, and Sir 

Ellis Layton being our counsel against only Sir Robert 
Wiseman^ on the other. The second of our three coun- 
sel was the best, and indeed did speak admirably, and is 
a very shrewd man. Nevertheless, as good as he did 
make our case, and the rest, yet when Wiseman come 
to argue, nay, and though he did begin so sillily that 
we laughed in scorn in our sleeves at him, he did so 
state the case, that the Judge ' did not think fit to de« 
cide the cause td-night, but took to to-morrow, and did 
stagger us in our hopes, so as to make us despair of the 
success. I am mightily pleased with the Judge, who 
seems a very rational, learned, and uncorrupt man, 

though our success do shake me. 

^ D.C.L., King's Advocate, 1669. 

' Sir Leoline Jenkins, Principal of Jesus College, Oxford, and 
aften/rards made Judge of the Admiralty and the Prerogative 
Court. He was subsequently employed on several embassies, and 
succeeded Heniy Coventry as Secretary of State. Ob. 1685, aged 62. 
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27tlL I heard from Sir John Bankes, though I can- 
not ftillj conceive the reason of it, that it will be im- 
possible to make the Exchequer ever a true bank to all 
intents, imless the Exchequer stood nearer the Ex- 
change, where merchants might with ease, while they 
are going about their business, at all hours, and without 
trouble or loss of time, have their satisfieu^tion, which 
they cannot have now without much trouble, and loss 
of half a day, and no certainty of having the offices 
open. To the Castle Taveme, by Exeter House ; and 
there Sir Ellis Layton, whom I find a wonderftd witty, 
ready man for sudden answers and little tales, and say- 
ings very extraordinary witty. He did give me a full 
account, upon my demand, of this Judge of the Admi- 
ndty. Judge Jenkins; who, he says, is a man never 
practised in this Court, but taken merely for his merit 
and ability's sake from Trinity Hall, where he had 
always lived ; only by accident the business of the want 
of a Judge being proposed, the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury sent for him up : and here he is, against the 
^rr/and content of the old Doctors, made Judge, but is 
a very excellent man both for judgment and temper, 
yet majesty enough, and by all men's report, not to be 
jcormpted. After dinner to the Court, where Sir Ellis 
Layton did make a very silly motion in our behalf, but 
did neither hurt nor good. After him Walker and 
Wiseman; and then the Judge did pronounce his 
sentence ; for some — a part of the goods and ship, and 
the freight of the whole, to be free, and returned and 
paid by us ; and the remaining, which was the greater 
part, to be ours. The loss of so much troubles us ; but 
we have got a pretty good part, thanks be to God ! 
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Received from my brother the news of my mother's 
dying on Monday, about five or six o'clock in the after- 
noon, and that the last time she spoke of her children 
-was on Friday last, and her last words were, ^God 
bless my poor Sam I" The reading hereof did set me 
a-weeping heartily. Found it necessary to go abroad 
with my wife to look after the providing mourning to 
send into the country — some to-morrow, and more 
against Sunday, for my family, being resolved to put 
myself and wife, and Barker and Jane, W. Hewer and 
Tom, in mourning, and my two under-maids, to give 
them hoods and scarfs and gloves. So to my tailor's, 
and up and down, and then home, and to bed, my heart 
iiad, though my judgment at ease. 

28th. I down by water to our prize, part of whose 
goods were condemned yesterday — ^* The Lindeboome" 
-and there we did drink some of her wine, very good. 
But it did grate my heart to see the poor master come 
on board, and look about into every comer, and find 
fault that she was not so clean as she used to be, thougb 
methought she was very clean; and to see his new 
masters come in, that had nothing to do with her, did 
trouble me to see him. 

29th. The great streets in the City are marked out 
with piles drove into the ground ; and if ever it be built 
in that form with so fair streets, it will be a noble sight. 
To a periwigg-maker's, and there bought two periwiggs, 
mighty fine ; indeed, too fine, I thought, for me ; but 
he persuaded me, and I did buy them for £4t 10& the 
two. To the Bull-Head Taveme, whither was brought 
my French gun ; and one Truelocke, the famous gun- 
smith, that is a mighty ingenious man, did take my gun 
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in pieces, aad made me understand the secrets thereof: 
and upon the whole I do find it a very good piece of 
work, and truly wrought ; but for certain not a thing 
to be used much with safety : and he do find that this 
very gun was never yet shot off. Baity tells me strange 
stories of his mother. Among others, how she, in his 
absence in Holland, did pawne all the things that he had 
got in his service under Oliver, and run of her own 
accord, without her husband's leave, into Flanders, and 
that his purse, and 4«. a week which his father receives 
of the French church, is all the subsistence his father 
and mother have, and that about <£^20 a year maintains 
them;* which, if it please God, I will find one way or 
other to provide for them, to remove that scandal away. 

30th. To see the sUly play of my Lady Newcastle's,* 
called ^^ The Humourous Lovers ;" the most silly thing 
thab ever came upon a stage. I was sick to see it, but 
yet would not but have seen it, that I might the better 
understand her. Here I spied Knipp and Betty, of 
the Eang's house, and sent Knipp oranges, but, having 
little money about me, did not offer to carry them 
abroad. 

31st. To church ; and with my mourning, very hand- 
some, and new periwigg, make a great show. Walked 
to my Lord Treasurer's, where the King, Duke of 
York, and the Caball, and much company without ; and 
a fine day. Anon come out from the Caball my Lord 

^ This seems to prove that Mrs. Pepys*8 mother had married 
again. 

' Margaret, daughter of Thomas Lucas, of Colchester, and sister 
to John Lord Lucas, married William Cavendish, Marquis of New- 
castle, created a Duke 1664. 
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Hollis and Mr. H. Coventry,^ who, it is conceived, 
have received their instructions from the Ejmgthis day; 
they being to begin their journey towards their treaty 
at Bredah speedily, their passes being come. Here I 
saw the Lady Northumberland* and her daughter-in- 
law, my Lord Treasurer's daughter, my Lady Piercy,* 
a beautiful lady indeed. The month shuts up only 
with great desires of peace in all of us, and a belief 
that we shall have a peace, in most people, if it can be 
had on any terms, for there is a necessity of it ; for we 
cannot go on with the war, and our masters are afraid 
to come to depend upon the good will of the Parlia- 
ment any more, as I do hear. 

* Third son of Thomas first Lord Coventry; after the Restora- 
tion made a Groom of the Bedchamber, and elected M.P. for 
Droitwitch. In 1664 he was sent Envoy Extraordinary to Sweden, 
where he remained two years, and was again employed on an 
embassy to the same Court in 1671. He also succeeded in nego- 
ciating the peace at Breda here alluded to, and in 1672 became 
Secretary of State, which office he resigned in 1679, on account of 
ill health. He died unmarried, Decetnber 7, 1686. 

* Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of Theophilus Howard, 
second Earl of Suffolk, wife of Algernon, tenth Earl of North- 
umberland* 

' Lady Elizabeth Wriothesley, daughter to the last Earl of 
Southampton, married to Joscelin Lord Percy. 
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WORKS OF LADY MORGAN, 

PUBLISHED BY MR. COLBURN, 

13, ORBAT MARLBOROUGH 8TRBBT, 
AND SOLD BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 



I. 

ITALYs 



A View of Society, Manners. Arts, Literature, in that country, with 
nameroas Anecdotes of the most eminent Literary and Political Cha- 
racters, &c. 

Cheap, Revised Edition. 3 vols. 8vo. 18ff. bound. 

*' This is not merely a work of opinions : it is a substantial account of 
Italy; and may be consulted for its facts by the historian, the traveller, 
and the topographer." — Monthly Magazine, 



II. 

THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF 

SALVATOR ROSA, 

WITH EXTRACTS FBOM HIS CORRESPOMDEMCE. 

Embellished with a fine Portrait of Salvator, from the Original Painting 
by himself, in the possession of Earl Grosvenor. 

2 vols. 8vo. 16«. bound. 

'* In the Biography which Lady Morgan has here given us of the Life 
and Times of this great Painter, she has not confined herself to a dry 
detail of dates and facts. She brings the character of the age before us^ 
as well as that of Salvator^ by whose genius it was adorned. We are 
instructed in the history and real nature of mankind, by which, more or 
less, the character of every individual, if not created, is at least controlled. 
We doubt not, this work will be considered a valuable accession to every 
library." 

** Lady Morgan has produced two of the most amusing octavos we 
have met with, even in this biographical Kf^e,*^— -Edinburgh Magazine. 
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LADY morgan's WORKS. 



III. 

WOMAN AND HER MASTER; 

A HISTORY OF THE FEMALE SEX, 

FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT DAT. 

2 vols, post 8vo. Price 16s. bOand. 

*' Lady Morgan has imparted to history the charm of romance. We 
have read her series of rapid but brilliant and vigorous sketches with an 
interest which many a novel fails to excite." — Weekly Chronicle, 

** Lady Morgan has in these volumes undertaken to investigate the 
position which woman should occupy in society. She has sought, in the 
records of the past, guidance and direction for the future ; she has sub- 
jected the pages of history to a vigorous moral analysis, testing their 
facts with the skill of a critic, and deducing results with the wisdom of a 
ph ilosopher . " — Athenaum. ' 

" The actual condition of woman in all the past states and stages of 
human society, and the results of that condition on the actual and the 
progressive character of that society in each separate case — these are the 
leading features of Lady Morgan *s work ; and she has pursued them in a 
spirit of philosophical inquiry, and always with a fervour and force of 
eloquence which might alone suffice to set at rest the question.** — New 
Monthly. 

THE BOOK OF THE BOUDOIR. 

2 vols, post Svo. 10s. boards. 

*' The Book of the Boudoir is a work filled with the spirit and calcu- 
lated for the meridian of that delightful temple of woman*s fascination 
and unresisted supremacy. It is discursive, like Lady Morgan's imagi- 
nation. Original anecdotes, piquant observations, souvenirs du pcutdf 
sentiment, sallies of wit, though tfulness, levity, gloom, joy — ^all topics, 
all countries, and almost passions, are made to contribute a leaf or a 
Bower to the wreath she has wove.*' — Courier, 



LADY morgan's WORKS. 



V. 

THE O'BRIENS 

AND 

T H E O'F LAHEKTYS; 

A NATIONAL TALE. 
4 vols, post 8vo. 14s. boards. 

" A story of deep and romantic interest, exhibiting powerful and cha- 
racteristic portraits of the leading Nobility of Ireland, of the Domestic 
Life of her Gentry, and the manners of her Peasantry; valnable also as 
an Historical Record of Facts derived from personal acquaintance with 
the personages who figured both in the Rebellion and the Union." — 
London Review. 



VI. 

AN ESSAY ON ABSENTEES. 

1 vol. post 8vo. 2«. 6(/. boards. 
*' Les absens ont toujours tort.*' 



VII. 

THE BOOK WITHOUT A NAME. 

BY SIR CHARLES AND LADY MORGAN. 

2 vols, post 8vo., with Portrait. 10«. bound. 

" A couple of most amusing volumes, full of piquant anecdotes, and 
replele with eloquence, taste, and humour."— Afommg^ Fo9t, 



LADY morgan's WORKS. 
VIII. 

THE WILD IRISH GIRL. 

WITH A NEW PREFACE AND NOTES. 
Forming a Volame of 

colburn's standard novels. 

5f. boand, with fine Portrait of the Authoress, &c. 
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The republication of < The Wild Irish Girl/ at this particular roo- 
menti is calculated to awaken interest iu more ways than one."-— 2Vm««. 

" * The V^ild Irish Girl ' was the first product of a genius regulated 
by discretion of the soundest kind, and aiming at some of the noblest 
objects of intellectual ambition — the advancement of the cause of free- 
dom, and the general elevation of the human species. We have here 
the first of a long and brilliant series of services rendered to Ireland 
through the attractive instrumentality of romance. In the spirited and 
sparkling preface to this republication we have ample proof that the phi- 
losophy of the author has not enervated her patriotism.".— iS^ramtner. 

IX. 

O'DONNEL; 

a NATIONAL IRISH TALE. 

Forming a Volume of 

colburn's standard novels. 

68. bound and Illustrated. 

" * 0*Donne1,* one of the best works in our language. For masculine 
vigour, originality of thought, and penetration, Lady Morgan stands first 
on the list Of female writers." — Morning' Chronicle. 

** Assuredly the public benefit by the new fashion of cheap reprints. 
Here is * O'Donnel,* one of the cleverest works of a clever writer, offered 
in an elegant volume, with Portrait and Preface, for Five Shillings." — 
Aiheneeum. 

X. 

FLORENCE MAOARTHY. 

Forming a Volume of 
COLBURN'S STANDARD NOVELS. 

Price 5s. bound and Illustrated. 

'* ' Florence Macarthy ' contains sketches of Irish characters, political 
and national, some of which are as remarkable for their fidelity as per- 
sonal portraits, as the others are striking from their characteristic truth. 
This Irish picture-gallery embraces both the aristocracy and democracy 
of the country— the former painted with the pencil of an artist, who has 
long had opportunities of observation, as well as the skill to delineate: 
and the groups of the lower class are drawn with the force and freedom 
of Miss Edge worth, and with more than her brilliancy and accuracy." — 
Morning Chronicle. 



MR. COLBURFS 

LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



A NEW AND REVISED EDITION, WITH NUMEROUS PASSAGES NOW RESTORED 

7ROH THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT, AND MANY 

ADDITIONAL NOTES, OF THE 

DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

SAMUEL PEPYS, F.R.S. 

SBCBBTABT TO THE ADMIBALTT IN THB BEI6N8 OF CHABLES II. 

AND JAMES II. 

EDITED BY LORD BRAYBROOKE. 

To be completed in six yols., post 8vo, with Portraits, &c., price lOs. 6d. each. 

The first three Tolames are now ready. 

The autbority of Fepyb, sub an historian and illustrator of a considerable portion of 
the seventeenth century, has been so fully acknowledged by every scholar and critic, 
that it is now scarcely necessary even to remind the reader of the advantages he pos- 
sessed for producing the most complete and trustworthy record of events, and the most 
agreeable picture of society and manners, to be found in the literature of any nation. 
A New Edition of this work, comprising the restored passages so much desired, with 
such additional annotations as have been called for by the vast advances in antiquarian 
and historical knowledge during the last twenty years, wi]l doubtless be regarded as one 
of the most important, as well as most agreeable additions that could be made to the 
library of the general reader. 
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Pepys' Diary is now to appear in its integral state. This, the third edition of the 
best book of its kind in the English language, is therefore the only true edition of the 
book. The new matter is extremely curious, and, judging from the first volume, 
occasionally far more characteristic and entertaining than the old. * * * The new 
matter in the second volume fully supports the expectations awakened by the first. 
Pepys is marvellously entertaining. The writer is seen in a clearer light and the 
reader is taken into his inmost soul. Pepys' Diary is the ablest picture of the age in 
which the writer lived, and a work of standard importance in English literature." — 
Athenjeum. 

" Pepys' Diary makes us comprehend the great historical events of the age, and the 
people who bore a part in them, and gives us more clear glimpses into the true English 
life of the times than all the other memorials of them that have come down to our 
own."— Edinburgh Revibw. 

" Tbere is much in Pepys' Diary that tlirows a distinct and vivid light over the 
picture of England and its government during the period succeeding the Restoration. 
If, quitting the broad path of history, we look for minute information concerning 
ancient manners and customs, the progress of arts and sciences, and the various 
branches of antiquity, we have never seen a mine so rich as these volumes. The 
variety of Pepys' tastes and pursuits led him into almost every department of life. 
He was a man of business, a man of information, a man of whim, and, to a certain 
degree, a man of pleasure. He was a statesman, a bel-eaprit, a virtuoso, and a con* 
noisseur. His curiosity made him an unwearied, as well as an universal, learner, and 
whatever he saw found its way into his tables."— Quartbblt Review. 



Mr, ColbunCs New Publications. 



A YACHT EXCURSION 

TO 

DENMARK, NORWAY, AND SWEDEN. 

BY W. A. ROSS, ESQ. 

IN COMPANY WITH LOBD BODNEY. 

2 Tols. post 8to. 



THE CAPE, 

AND 

ITS COLONISTS: 

WITH HINTS FOR SETTLERS IN 1848. 
BY GEORGE NICHOLSON, JUN., ESQ. 

A LATE BE8IDENT. 

Post 8vo, 78. 6d. 

" A work especially adapted for the intended emigrant, — ^famishing him with much 
practical information as to the soil, climate, &c., with other interesting facts and fea- 
tures of this important country, as gathered from the experience of a long experimental 
residence therein.*' — Messbnoeb. 



FIVE YEARS IN KAFFIRLAND: 

THE LATE WAR IN THAT COUNTRY, 

TO THE PEACE IN 1848. 
WRITTEN ON THE SPOT, 

BY MRS. HARRIET WARD, 

(Wife of Gaptaik Ward, QIst Regiment.) 

2 vols., post 8to, with Map, and Portraits of Col. Somerset, the Kaffir chief Sandilla, &c. 

21s. hound. 

Mrs. Ward (the daughter of the late Colonel Tidy, 24th regiment) courageously 
determined to accompany her hushand, Captain Ward, on his heing ordered to join his 
regiment in Africa, in 1842 ; and emharked in the AbercromMe JRobinson, which ship, 
it will he rememhered, was wrecked on her arrival at the Cape. Mrs. Ward proceed^ 
with her hushand direct to the theatre of war in Kaffirland, and, after the example of 
Lady Sale in another quarter of the glohe, kept a journal, in which she noted down 
whatever she considered worthy of record during the entire period of hostilities. 

" Mrs. Ward's narrative is one of deep interest, full of exciting adventures, and wild 
and graphic descriptions of scenes the most extraordinary which could he presented to 
the eyes of a traveUer.'*— Sunday Times. 
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THE CASTLEREAGH PAPERS. 



Now m Course of Puhlicationy in 4 volumes Svo, printed uniformly ufith the 

Wellington cmd Nelson Dispatches, 

MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

OP 

VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH, 

%ttontt i^arquess of Xonlionlr^rrp. 



EDITED BY HIS BROTHER, 

CHARLES VANE, MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY, G.C.B., &c. 



Every observer of passing events — every attentive reader of History — ^will acknow- 
ledge that the British annals exhibit no period more eventfdl, more glorious, we may 
say more maryeUous, than that formed by the close of the last, and the opening years 
of the present, century; and it is equally undeniable that no Statesman had a greater 
share in the most important political transactions of that period than the late Mabquess 
OF LoNDONDEBBT, better known as Lobd Castlebeaoh. 

Mauy of the present generation may, however, need reminding that this eminent 
Statesman commenced his official career as Qhief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland; that he held^his arduous and responsible situation at the time of the Rebellion 
in that country, and of its invasion by the French ; and that to his talents, energy, and 
persevering exertions we are mainly indebted for the great measure of its legislative 
Union with Great Britain — a measure which has been productive of incalculable benefit 
to Ireland, notwithstanding the clamouring of factious demagogues for its repeal. 

Transferring the sphere of his activity to England, after the accomplishment of the 
Union, Lord Gastlereagh filled successively the offices of President of the Board of 
Control, Secretary of War and of the Colonies, and Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and 
became the chief representative of this country in the negotiations for the peace of 
Paris, and at the Congress of Vienna. 

The high official situations held by Lord Castlereagh brought him either into society 
or correspondence with almost all the leading political personages of this and other 
countries ; and he thus became possessed of a collection of Letters and Documents, 
more copious and more valuable than probably any Minister of his time could have 
acquired. From these materials, his Brother, the present Marquess of Londonderry, 
to whom they devolved, has prepared for publication a selection from that portion 
which concerns Ireland, accompanied by a Biographical Memoir of his illustrious 
Relation. The work will be found one of surpassing importance, not merely on account 
of the records and illustrations of the extraordinary events of a past period which it 
furnishes, but for the startling points of comparison with occurrences of the present 
day that are incessantly forcing themselves upon the attention of the reader. 
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THE COURT AND TIMES 

OF 

CHARLES THE FIRST: 

IKCLUDIKO 

MEMOIRS OF THE MISSION IN ENGLAND OF THE CAPUCHIN FRIARS 

IN THE SERVICE OF QUEEN HENRIETTA MARIA, 

BY FATHER CYPRIEN DE GAMACHE. 

Edited by the Author of '^ Memoirs of Sophia Dorothea, Consort of George I.," 

** The Court and Times of James IV* &c. 

2 Yols. 8to. 28b. bound. 



" Works of this kind form, perhaps, the best and most attractlYe portion of the 
literature of the day." — Mobniito Post. 

" Such collections as these do more to bring us fiamiliarly acqusinted vith the real 
aspect of life in bygone times, than all the essayists and historians put together ; we 
live the times themselves over again, while we are admitted to the most secret thoughts 
and the most confldentisl communioations of those who personslly mingled, in the 
double capacity of actors and spectaton, in the scenes which they describe* The public 
cannot feel too grateful to the editor and publisher of these volumes." — Johk Bull. 

" These valuable and interesting volumes serve to illustrate the court and times of 
the first Stuart kings in a very effective manner. The reader is presented with the 
minutest details of a period wonderfully fruitful in strange events. The gossip of the 
court mingles with the important details of transactions of state, a piquant anecdote is 
contrasted with a grave conspiracy, and a momentous discussion in the House of Com- 
mons is relieved by an interesting recollection of Shakspeare*s Theatre, or, a lively 
account of Ben Jonson's Masque. The student of history, anxious to make himself 
well acquainted with the chronicles of the past, should not pass over without perusal 
these important and interesting memoirs ; while to the lover of romance, or to the 
diversified taste of the general reader, their romantic contents will render these volumes 
peculiarly attractive."-»SuN. 

** This new historical work consists of a series of authentic letters written by in- 
fluential and well-informed persons, and containing much informatioii resfeeting the 
important transactions that were then taking place, both at home and abroad ; and 
particularly detailing the movements of the great men of the Court and Parliament. 
Many interesting details are also given of the private lives of a great number of the 
distinguished personages who flourished during this important and eventfhl reign, and 
whose names figure in almost every page of the work. It includes a remarkable ori- 
ginal memoir of the Mission to England of the Capuchins, who were selected to attend 
Henrietta Maria on her marriage with Charies I. Father Cyprien de Gamache, preacher 
to the Queen, is the historian, and to him we are indebted for many interesting par- 
ticulars respecting the Royal family, both before and after the execution of the King. 
The work is a most interesting, useful, and entertaining production, sad will be equally 
acceptable to those who read for study or amusement."— Messmtobb. 



Mr. CoBmnCa New PubKcationa. 



THE CONCLUDING VOLUME 

OF THE 

LIVES OF THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND. 

BY AGNES STRICKLAND. 

EMBELLISHED WITH A POBTBAIT OF THE AUTHORESS, 

ISIn^ oti^r Blustrations. 

N.B. — Sabscribers are requested to complete their Sets without delay, 

to preyent disappointment. 

A FEW GoHPLETS Setb of Uiis Work may now be had, in 12 toIs., elegantly bound, 

with gilt leaves, price 6/. 6s. 



EECOLLECTIONS 

OF 

REPUBLICAN FRANCE, 

From 1790 to 1801. 

BY DR. MIL LIN GEN. 

Post 8vo, with PoBTBAiT OF THE AuTHOB, lOs. 6d., bound. 

" This work is fall of the most interesting details and vivid pictures of the Revo- 
lution of 1790. It is a book which everybody must read. It is full of anecdote, and 
the most interesting matter of every kind." — Sunday Times. 



THE SUPPLEMENT 

TO 

BURKE'S HISTORY OF THE LANDED GENTRY 

®{ iEnsIanti, dcotlanlr, & irtlanti; 

Containing the History and Genealogy of 500 additional Families, with refer- 
ences to upwards of 10,000 persons connected with them by marriage or 
descent; besides new particulars respecting the Families comprised in the 
first two volumes. Royal 8vo, 15s. 

" The vast number of new names introduced into this volume greatly increases the 
value and interest of tbis laborious work. The care and accuracy observable in tbe 
history and genealogy of these families Ailly sustain the reputation of the larger publi- 
cation to which this volume forms an indispensable supplement ; and when the whole 
shall have been completed by the publication of a general index, it will form the most 
comprehensive work of reference of its class that has ever been accomplished in this 
country." — ^Atlas. 

** We have received the supplementary volume of this valuable work. The esta- 
blished reputation of its learned editors affords the best guarantee of the ability and 
care with which they have discharged the important and interesting task of recording 
tbe histories of our landed gentry. No library can be considered complete without 
this useful and ably-executed work." — Messenoeb. 
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aiSotfts of Jpktton. 



BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 

H Cale of 9ointBtic lEtfe. 
BY FREDRIKA BREMER, 

AuTHOB ov " Thb Neighboubs,** ** The Home," &c. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPT, 

BY MARY HOWITT. 

3 vols. 

A first-rate norel, equal to any of Miss Bremer's former productions." — Messenoeb. 

This smiling, happy, story will make the very gloomiest reader in love with life. 
It is among the very best of Miss Bremer^s works. The character of General Herkules 
is as finely drawn as any one of Scott's old warriors, not excepting the Baron of Brad- 
wardine." — Jebbold's Papeb. 

" A picture of domestic life that is no less sweet and touching than it is powerful 
and true. It will be universally read, and none will read it without deriving profit as 
well as pleasure from the perusal." — Sunday Times. 






ANGELA: 

OB 

THE CAPTAIN'S DAUGHTER. 

BY THE 

AuTHOB OF " Emilia Wykdham," " Two Old Men's Tales," &c. 

3 vols. 

" A very charming book." — ^Atlas. 

A worthy pendant to * Emilia Wyndham.' " — John Bull. 

Angela will certainly add to the well established fame of one of our best and 
purest novelists." — Bbitannia. 

'< A charming work, full of point and brilliancy. Unquestionably one of the most 
interesting and stirring novels of the season." — Sunday Times. 

" The author of ' Angela' is, to our mind, the best lady novelist of the day. We 
cannot bnt express how deeply we admire this new novel. We believe it to be one of 
the very highest productions of an English pen." — 'Weekly Chboniolb. 






LEONORA: 

9 lo^e l^tor;. 



3 vols. 



In * Leonora' Lady Boothby has proved the universality of her talent in depicting 
character both as a novelist and an actress." — Jebbold's Papeb. 

" One of the most beautifiil books of the kind we ever remember to have met with. 
This very channing tale cannot fail to excite a most powerful interest."— Sun. 
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SBotfis of Jptctfon. 



THE DISCIPLINE OF LIFE. 

3 Yols. 

" Not enjoyment, and^ot sorrow, 
Is our destined end or way ; 
But to act that each to-morrow 
Find us ftirther than to-day. 
In the world's broad field of battle, 

In the bivouac of life, 
Be not like dumb driven cattle-^ 
Be a hero in the strife !" 

Longfellow. 



A FATHER'S CURSE: 

A DAUGHTER'S SACRIFICE. 

Cttab of Soiiu£{ttc life. 
BY MRS. BRAY, 

Author of " Thb White Hoods," &c. 3 vols. 

" Worthy of one whose earlier achievements in the realms of fiction attracted the 
notice of the most accomplished critic of the day — Southey.'* — John Bull. 

" Mrs. Bray's novels deserve welcome. These volumes will justify our recommend- 
ation of them to all such as care for the provincial romance of England." — ATHEiTiEUM. 



MRS. ARMYTAGE: 

OB, 

FEMALE DOMINATION. • 

BY MBS. 60BE. 

FOBMINO THE NEW VOLUME OF 

COLBUBN'S STANDABD NOVELS. 

With POBTBAIT 01 THE AUTHOBBSB, Os. bouud. 

" Mrs. Gore's best novel.*' — Litebabt Gazette. 

" * Mrs. Armytage' is not only a well written book, but a book with an excellent 
purpose, most discreetly worked out. It stands the test of a second reading, as only a 
thoroughly good book can." — Examinee. 

" Mr. Colbum's Series of Standard Novels is peculiarly select. From it are excluded 
all which have a mere transitory popularity; in it are included all which tend to elevate 
the character of the modern novel, and to raise the repubUc of fiction to its proper ele- 
vation.''-»MoBBiNO Post. 
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MILDRED VERNON: 

9 Cale of ^wdAim Ktfe, 

IN THE LAST DAYS OF LOUIS PHILIPPE'S BEIGN. 

3 YOlS. 



THE KELLYS AND THE O'KELLYS: 

OB 

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS. 

BY A. TROLLOPE, ESQ. 

3 Yols. 

" A capital work — one of the best novels of the season.** — ^MBSSBKaER. 

" A very amusing and well- written tale. We heartily congratulate Mr. Trollope on 
the very able manner in which he has portrayed the scenes and characters of Irish 
life." — Bbitafkia. 

" We like this novel better than Mr. Trollope's former one. The true * emerald' 
humour pervades its scenes. Lord and Lady Cashel are a pair of characters whom 
Miss Austen would not have disowned." — Athenjectm. 



JAMES THE SECOND 

9n flitttorical 3&omanre. 
EDITED BY W. H. AINSWORTH, ESQ. 

3 vols., with Illustrations. 

" A very interesting romance." — John Bull. 

" A novel of great interest and ability." — Subday Tihbs. 

*' This romance has considerable merit." — ^Examinbb. 



ADVENTURES 



OF 



A MEDICAL STUDENT. 

BY THE LATE R. DOUGLAS, Subgbos R.N. 
With a Memoib of the Authob. 3 vols. 

" A most remarkable series of narratives, remarkable for the power — ^we will not 
hesitate to add, the genius — with which the whole of them are treated." — Johb Bulk. 

" Resembling the ' Diary of a late Physician' in the tragical and often tenific chanuiter 
of the tales." — Mobnibo Post. 
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